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BOOK  THE  FIFTIL 

WHILE  Francis  was  fully  intent  on  God 
alone  in  his  retreat^  the  Countess  his 
mother,  spared  no  pains  to  give  every  species  of 
solemnity  to  the  ceremony  of  his  consecration. 
For  this  purpose  she  selected  the  church  of 
Tborens,  a  considerable  and  populous  village, 
belonging  to  the  house  of  Sales,  both  on  account 
of  the  beauty  and  largeness  of  the  structure,  as 
well  as  the  small  distance  from  the  castle. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  two, 
on  the  eighth  of  JDecember,  the  day  fixed  for  this 
grand  ceremony,  Francis  was  consecrated  in  the 
presence  of  an  immense  concourse  of  people,  who 
had  appeared  in  crowds  from  Annecy  and  the 
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neighbouring  places^  and  of  the  most  distinguished 
persons  of  Savoy,  who  had  proceeded  thither  to 
shew  their  respect.  During  the  whole  of  the 
ceremony,  Francis  discovered  the  most  tender  and 
affecting  piety,  and  seemed  impressed  with  ex- 
tatic  devotion.*  The  historians  of  his  life  relate, 
that  he  experienced  something  similar  to  that, 
which  St.  Paul  records  of  himself,  when  he  was 
elevated  to  the  third  heaven.  The  impression^ 
which  divine  grace  made  on  his  heart,  was  so  vi- 
sible, that  the  Bishops  who  ascribed  the  appear- 
ance to  indisposition,  and  were  apprehensive  that 
he  would  faint,  offered  to  shorten  the  ceremonies. 
But  he  begged  them  not  to  omit  any  part,  ob- 
serving that  the  Church  had  not  ordained  any 
thing  that  was  useless,  or  to  which  God  had  not 
annexed  some  peculiar  blessing. 

Francis,  after  his  consecration,  considered 
himself  as  a  man  dead  to  the  world,  who  had  to 
live  only  for  God  and  the  Church.  He  devoted 
his  whole  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  ministry' ; 
or  if  a  regard  to  decorum,  or  to  his  family  ap- 
peared ever  to  divert  him  from  his  charge,  he 
returned  to  his  duties  with  redoubled  fervour; 
and   seemed  only  to  interrupt  his  pursuits,    in 
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order  to  resume  them  -with  increased  zeal  and 
alacrity.  Thus^  after  the  departure  of  the  Bishops 
^ho  bad  performed  the  ceremony  of  his  consecra- 
tion, he  ^turned  to  a  species  of  retreat,  to  adjust 
whatever  he  should  have  to  accomplish  on  his 
arrival  at  Annecy.*  In  the  mean  time  he  dis- 
patched his  cousin  Lewis  of  Sales,  to  take  pos- 
session in  bis  name  of  his  Church,  and  to  com- 
municate to  the  chapter  the  circumstance  of  his 
consecration.  He  proceeded  himself  some  days 
after  to  Annecy,  accompanied  by  some  persons  of 
quality,  who  were  eager  to  honour  his  entrance. 
He  was  received  with  singular  honours  and  very 
general  satisfaction ;  the  people  in  crowds  uttered 
incessant  praises  to  God,  for  having  given  them  a 
pastor  according  to  His  own  heart,  and  so  well 
calculated  to  sanctify  the  flOck,  entrusted  to  his 
chai^. 

f  On  the  following  day,  the  third  Sunday  of 
advent,  he  ascended  the  pulpit  to  proclaim  to  his 
people  the  birth  of  our  Redeemer,  and  to  give 
them  all  necessary  instructions  to  receive  Him. 
He  afterwards  appointed  the  diflerent  officers, 
who  were  necessary  for  him  in  the  government  of 
bis  diocess,  and  assigned  to  them  salaries,  that 
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they  might  not  be  burdensome  to  his  people^  and 
that  they  might  be  enabled^  "sviih  promptitude 
and  disinterestedness^  to  attend  to  those^  who 
might  have  business  in  the  Ecclesiastical  court. 
He  eagerly  desired^  that  such  business  should  be 
gratuitously  transacted ;  but  as  his  slender  income 
did  not  admit  that  plan^  he  contented  himself  with 
reducing  the  fees  of  office^  to  such  a  degree^  as 
not  to  prove  a  burden  to  his  people.  He  observed 
on  this  subject^  that  it  was  highly  expedient^  as 
far  as  circumstances  would  permit^  to  give  gratu- 
itously, what  had  been  gratuitously  received ;  and 
that  Ecclesiastics^  and  particularly  Bishops^  could 
not  avoid  with  too  much  care  all  suspicion  of 
avarice  and  attention  to  interest ;  he  added^  that 
the  profit^  which  arose  from  favours  and  dispen- 
sations^ facilitated  the  grants  to  the  ruin  of  Eccle- 
siastical discipline;  that  when  nothing  was  to  be 
gained^  there  existed  no  temptation  to  relax  the 
established  order. 

*  At  the  same  time,  he  received  intelligence^ 
that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  had  secretly  passed  the 
Alps,  and  that  he  was  in  the  diocess  of  Geneva^ 
though  the  precise  situation  was  not  ascertained. 
Francis  had  no  doubt,  that  some  great  design 

*  Spond.  Ilist.  of  Geneva.     Book  III. 
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was  in  contemplation  ;  and  a  few  days  after^  hf 
was  informed^  that  the  Duke  had  nearly  surprised 
Geneva ;  that  he  had  ordered  the  walls  of  that 
city  to  be  scaled  in  the  night  of  the  twenty-second 
of  December;*  that  he  had  in  person,  at  the 
head  of  some  of  his  best  troops,  forwarded  the 
enterprise;  but  that  his  men  had  been  repulsed^ 
and  ihat^  as  there  was  no  probability  of  making 
an  open  attack  with  any  effect,  he  had  returned 
to  Turin  as  rapidly  as  he  had  approached  to 
Geneva. 

This  great  plan,  thus  frustrated,  excited  fo^ 
some  time  the  attention  of  all  Europe.  As  the 
subject  was  one  day  started  in  the  presence  of  the 
holy  prelate,  some  one  observed  to  him,  that  if 
the  enterprise  had  been  crowned  with  success,  he 
wcmld  no  longer  have  been  called  the  poor  Bishop 
of  Greneva,  and  that  the  Duke  would  not  have 
failed  to  restore  to  him  all  the  temporal  posses- 
sions, once  in  the  occupation  of  his  predecessors. 
^"^Say  rather,'*  replied  Francis,  ''What  certainly  is 
more  important  than  the  restitution  of  the  effects 
enjoyed  by  my  predecessors,  that  he  would  have 
re-established  the  Catholic  religion  in  this  cele- 
brated dty/'     He  added,  that  violence  and  usur- 
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patioii  had  never  been  considered  a  Intimate 
title  <o  the  possession  of  another's  eflfects ;  that 
however,  if  the  final  arrangement  of  afiairs  de- 
pended on  hUw,  he  should  be  satisfied  with  gain-* 
ing  the  souls  of  his  flocks  and  would  be  willing 
to  make  a  very  easy  composition  respecting  the 
Ecclesiastical  property.  This  answer  gave  the 
greater  eilification^.  as  there  was  a  general  con* 
viction>  that  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  his  hearty 
ami  that  he  was  undoubtedly  ready  to  surrender 
not  only  his  property,  but  his  life^  for  the  saWa* 
tion  of  his  pei>ple. 

*  In  the  mean  timi\  as  he  was  persuaded,  that 
uothiug  coatributed  more  to  the  re-estaUishmeot 
of  moralitv  than  the  instniction  of  vouth,  he  ccave 
oidefs>  that  at  Aonecy^  and  in  the  whole  of  his 
diocesa,  public  catechisia  should  be  given  oniall 
Sundays  and  Festivals ;  and  that  the  catechisms  of 
the  council  of  Trent  and  of  Cardinal  Bellarmin 
should  be  taught»  in  order  to  maintain  in  all 
places  the  most  perfect  uniformity  of  doctrine  and 
UKtFuction.  Ta  give  a  pcw)f  of  his  esteeoi  for 
th^  duly>  he  thought  pv^per  in  person  to  open 
^  UKtruction.  and  ever  after  continued  it^  ns 
iMg  aa  hasTwittua  occupniions  attowed  him  kisQie, 

*  Aa^«  of  SdU»«     Book  V. 
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Thus  this  great  prelate,  whose  learning  excited 
astonishment  at  Rome  and  at  Paris^  whose  eIo-» 
quence  raised  applause  at  the  court  of  France^  was 
seen  amidst  a  crowd  of  little  children,  accommo- 
dating his  discourse  to  their  capacity  and  weak- 
ness^ and  conveying  his  instructions  with  such 
patience  and  meekness  as  could  not  be  sufficiently 
adnoiired.     His  example  was   followed  through^ 
out  his  great  diocess.     No  one  ever  after  consi- 
dered this  employment  as  beneath  his  dignity^  an 
impression  which  before  had  been  but  too  com- 
mon;  and  no  pastor  thought  himself  dispensed 
from  doing  in  his  parish^  what  he  saw  accom- 
plished by  the  holy  prelate  in  the  capital.     To 
give  a  decided  proof  of  the  estimation^  in  which 
he  held  this  duty,  whenever  his  occupations  pre- 
vented him  from  discharging  it  in  person,   he 
conunitted  the  task  to  some  of  the  dignitaries  of 
his  cathedral,   or  to  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished among  his  clergy.     Hence  it  happened 
that  every  one  deemed  it  an  obligation  to  assist  at 
these  instructions;  the  laity  were  not  satisfied  with 
sending  their  children ;  the  aged  and  the  learned 
appeared  as  well  as  the  lowest  of  the  people ;  and 
this   conduct  was  usually  styled,  the  method  of 
learning  the  way  to  heaven.    f[ndeed  after  a  cer-- 
taia  portion  of  time  had  been  allotted  to  the  in- 
struction of  the  children,  the  holy  prelate  or  his 
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substitute  ascended  the  pulpit^  and  explained  io 
an  easy  and  familiar  manner  the  leading  points  of 
Christian  morality. 

After  establishing  the  catechetical  lecture, 
Francis  deliberated  on  the  subject  of  making  a 
general  visitation  of  his  diocess.  It  was  now  the 
depth  of  winter;  and  the  season  was  so  extremely 
severe^  that  the  peasants  of  the  most  robust  con- 
stitution scarcely  left  their  homes.  Those  per- 
sons^ whose  situation  obliged  them  to  attend  the 
holy  prelate,  could  not  hear  without  terror,  the 
purpose  which  he  had  formed  of  undertaking  so 
long  and  painful  a  journey;  the  extent  of  the 
diocess  of  Geneva,  the  passage  over  mountains 
almost  inaccessible,  and  covered  with  perpetual 
snow,  and  tremendous  masses  of  ice,  from  time 
immemorial,  the  poverty  of  the  country,  the 
mean  accommodations,  all  these  circumstances 
struck  with  alarm,  |>ersons  of  the  most  daring 
courage  and  the  most  inured  to  fatigue.    Francis^ 

• 

a  stranger  lo  fear,  when  the  duties  of  his  situation 
called  for  his  exertions,  had  the  fortitude  to  pro- 
pose to  his  council,  the  purpose  which  he  had 
formed  of  commencinir  his  visitation.  He  ob- 
senod  on  that  subject,  that  a  Bishop  could  not 
acqnin^  too  soon  a  piTsonal  knowledge  of  his  own 
diocess ;  that  it  was  ea<5v  to  make  many  mistakes 
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by  depending  od  the  information  of  others;  that 

Jesus  Christ  the  Bishop  of  our  souls  had  taught 

bim^  that  a  pastor  ought  always  to  appear  at  the 

head  of  his  flock;  that  he  should  have  a  personal 

acquaintance  with  his  sheep^  and  accost  them  by 

name;  that  in  this  particular.  He  had  made  no 

distinction  between  times  and  seasons;  that  these 

poor  people/  whom  Providence  had  in  a  maqner 

banished  to  these  dreadful  mountains^  Were  not 

less  (o  be  ranked  in  the  number  of  his  sheep^  than 

the  inhabitants  of  the  towns ;  aiid  that  they  had 

a  stronger  claim  on  his  attention^  as  it  was  diffi* 

cult  to  find  able  pastors^  who  had  resolution  to 

reside  with  them;    that  undoubtedly  the  season 

ft 

was  severe ;   that  however  it  was  nearly  of  the 
same  description  as  that  which  the  son  of  God 
had  chosen  to  come  and  visit  mankind ;  that  as- 
suredly we  were  able  to  do  for  Him,  in  the  flower 
of  our  years,  that  which  He  likened  to  us  in  all 
things^  with  the  exception  of  sin,   had  been  so 
merciful  as  to  accomplish  for  us  in  the  most  tender 
period    of   infancy;    that    the    accommodations 
would  certainly  be  bad,  if  they  were  found  worse 
than  the  stable  of  Bethlehem ;  that  if  difficulties 
excited  alarms.  His  example  should  afford  encou- 
ragement ;    that  finally  it  was   of  little  conse- 
quence,  that  he  should  live,   but  that  it  was 

VOL.    II.  fi 
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«f  Ae  highest  imporUnre  that  he  sboidd  do  Im 
dnfjr. 

As  Fkmncis  was  not  one  of  those^  who  are  im- 
patieDt  of  contnMlictioD^  and  as  m  asking  an  opi- 
nioD  he  eheerfoDy  received  that  advice  which  he 
solirited^  those  whom  he  consulted  made  no  dif- 
ficulty in  opposing  las  plan.  They  said  nodnng 
ra  the  first  instance  of  the  severity  of  die  season^ 
nor  of  the  othtf  diflSculties^  which  woe  not  cal- 
ciihted  to  alter  his  purpose.  But  they  tcit  im^ 
tionally  observed^  that  during  his  journey  to  the 
court  of  France^  the  diocess  had  mdeigooe  much 
riteration^  of  which  it  was  expedient  that  he 
should  obtain  exact  information,  before  he  em- 
barked in  his  prc^Mised  pkn ;  that  he  woidd  ac- 
complish it  with  more  effect,  when  he  should 
haTC  procured  the  desired  information ;  that  the 
habitual  plan  s^  his  predecessor,  before  he  began 
the  Tisitation,  vras  to  obtain  firom  the  Archpriests 
and  the  raral  Deans^  exact  relations  of  tiie  state 
of  die  parities  within  Oieir  dependencies;  that 
Acse  audiorised  documents  contained^  as  far  as 
fiicfes  could  be  known,  an  account  of  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  pastors  and  of  the  people,  of  their 
morals,  their  occupations  and  their  business ;  of 
die  nnmber  of  the  parishioners,  of  the  poor  and  of 
persons  in  easy  circumstances;  of  the  proportion 
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of  those  ifrbo  gav:e  scandal  and  of  public  sinners ; 
of  Catholics  and  of  heretics ;  of  the  state  of  tht 
Imildii^  of  the  churches^  of  the  hospitals^  of  the 
ornaments^  and  of  all  that  regarded  the  divine 
service  and  the  administration  of  the  sacraments ; 
that  having  received  these  accounts^  he  formed 
the  plan  of  his  visitation ;  that  he  framed  and  dic- 
tated his  ordinances ;  that  this  order  appeared  so 
well  established,  that  undoubtedly  his  Lordtihip 
vroidd  cheerfully  adopt  it;  and  that  it  was  peculi- 
arlj  necessary  to  procure  these  exact  relations^  as 
a  cmrrect  judgment  could  not  be  formed  from  the 
old  documents^  since  time  always  occasioned 
eoniiderable  alterations,  which  it  was  not  possible 
to  foresee. 

They  added,  that  if  the  sieverity  of  the  season 
did  not  appear  to  him  a  sufficient  reason,  on  his 
owo  account;  to  postpone  his  visitation  to  another 
time,  he  perhaps,   would  be  disposed  to  shew  a 
feeling  r^ard  to  the  inconvenience,    which  it 
would  occasion  to  his  diocess ;  that  the  priests  of 
the  neighbouring  parishes,  mostly  poor  and  des- 
titute of  conveniences  for  travelling,  and  even  the 
pec^le,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  proceed  to 
meet  their  Bishop,  would  not  be  able  to  perform 
this  duty  but  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  their 
lives;  and  that  there  were  many  parishes:  in  |h< 

a  2 
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■HNDitaiiis^  which  were  ren^icd  uMOceasiUe  by 
the  snow  and  the  ice ;  that  theae  were  obstacles, 
irinch  God  had  raised  to  the  execution  of  his 
desigo;  aad  that  in  postponii^  it,  he  would  ooiy 
Aew  Ins  sulmiission  to  the  wders  of  Providence. 

This  was  the  method  of  taking  the  hoi  j  Bishop 
by  Us  weak  side;  bis  (eding  for  others  was  pro- 
portioned  to  the  little  attention  he  had  for  himself; 
and  he  could  not  take  a  resolution,  which  would 
be  attended  with  the  smallest  incooTenienoe  in  his 
diocess.  Besides  he  always  paid  the  highest  ho- 
nour to  the  memorjr  of  his  predecessor;  he  made 
it  his  gloiy  to  imitate  him,  and  to  adopt  no 
chai^  in  what  he  had  established;  he  approved 
tiie  method,  which  he  had  obs^ved,  before  he 
commenced  his  visitations;  and  as  he  believed^ 
that  too  much  firmness  could  not  be  shewn 
in  enforcing  ordinances  once  prescribed,  he  was 
equally  convinced  that  too  much  precaution 
oould  not  be  taken,  before  they  were  issued.  He 
tiierefore  vrrole  himself  to  every  part  of  his 
diocess,  requiring  as  exact  accounts  as  could  be 
.given  of  the  state  of  the  parities;  he  recom- 
mended particularly,  that  care  should  be  taken  tq 
inform  him  of  the  morals  and  capacity  of  those^ 
who  were  candidates  for  hd|y  orders;  and  he 
poisoned  his  visitation  to  anotiher  period,  when 
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wifli  better  infonnation^  he  should  be  enabled  to 
perform  it  vn(h  more  effect. 

In  the  mean  time^  he  was  engaged  in  regulat- 
ing affairs  at  Annecy^  and  in. the  neighbourhood;, 
and  be  b^an  i^ith  his  own  house.  He  was  not 
satisfied  with  executing  what  he  had  planned 
before  his  consecration ;  he  added  much  which 
he  belieyed  would  contribute  to  the  public  edifi- 
catioD.*:  It  is  recorded^  that  a  proposal  was  made 
to  him  to  hire  a  woman  of  an  age  aboye  suspicion 
to  superintend  the  linen  and  the  furniture ;  but  he 
poefflptorily  rejected  the  proposition^  with  a 
declaration  that  he  would  not  even  accommodate 
his  own  mother  with  a  lodging  in  the  palace. 
The  reason  which  he  assigned^  was  the  same  as 
f  St.  Augustine  employed  on  a  similar  occasion; 
that  he  was*  convinced^  that  no  person  could 
blame  him  for  living  in  the  society  of  a  mo- 
ther of  so  distinguished  a  character  as  the  Coun- 
tess of  Sales ;  but  that  perhaps  the  same  ob- 
serFation  could  not  Jlie  extended  to  those  ladie3> 
whose  visits  she  might  be  obliged  to  receive. 
Indeed  the  Countess  of  Sales^  who  often  frequented 
Annecy,  never  lodged  in  the  palace ;  she  always' 
occupied  a  separate  house.     This  was  a  point, 

*  Aug.  of  Sal^  Book  V.    f  Possid.  Life  of  St.  Aug. 
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Ui^  wliifli    he   fthrs^s    adhered   with    inflexiMe 

He  fth€^ed  the  same  correctness  of  conduct 
1#(fll  re^ifpeet  to  ladies^  who  had  to  treat  with  him 
M  nny  business.  -  He  neter  spoke  to  them  hut  m 
fniblie*  or  before  a  witnc^;  who  was  directed  to 
In^  them  tn  sight.  Ai  to  useless  visits  of  cirilitjr 
atid  ereii  of  decorum^  he  nerer  admitted  them  as 
purt  of  his  plan.  On  that  subject  he  observed^ 
thlit  i  Biriiop  had  no  time  to  lose;  and  that^  if 
hK^  fotiM  ind  any  leisure^  it  dionld  not  he  sqnan- 
drred  in  the  eompanj  ttf  the  female  sex;  that 
m^nff  was  more  tnjuftoiB  to  tiie  tcputation  of 
RrehNfiastietk  than  to  frequent  die  sorirtjr  of 
laiKrs  undrr  whatergr  pretext;  that  idinKss, 
whirh  was  ahravs  dai^efoiB>  was  stfll  wmm  firfal, 
wwtt  to^jt  CMAfftbuAM  to  ftffwi  tkepaffr.  xo 
ttfe  fmiJlMa  W  ahravs  atlanAed  wMi 

BMa' wfnasnass  i^uie 
iJt  ^ftfe  -*^ —      ^ —  — ^-^^--^ 

¥at  anwfr  vc'omnBi  ai^  wsMra  n  ausav 

act.  ^nai^^Bwna  aip  maoa  svmv  mpnnnvar  ann 

i^iftdk^  ^^^^w^k^  «i     a^^  »^i^i^  ^1^^  ^n^  li^^^ 
0^19^  i^rnni^m       nr  ammai  aana  assh  mnr 
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general^  that  even  the  most  learned,  and  thoso 
who  were  the  most  capable  of  emi^oyijig  their 
time  in  reading  the  sacred  writings^  were  not 
exempted  from  its  operation ;  and  that  the  Church 
bad  been  so  con^inced^  that  nothii^  was  more 
dai^eroiis  to  persons  consecrated  to  God  than 
idleneas,  that  she  had  thot^ht  proper  rather  to 
aUow  them  to  cultiyate  the  earth,  than  see  them 
nneinplojed.*  "  Let  clergymen/'  says  canon  31, 
^howoTer  skilled  ihey  may  be  in  the  word  of  God, 
learn  Mune  reputable  trade,  by  which  they  may  gain 
a  lifdihood/'  "  Let  clergymen/'  says  canon  32, 
^*  gain  a  suflSciency  to  supp<Hi  and  clothe  theip- 
sdirei  by  some  employment^  or  iq  cultiyating 
the  ground,  without  h<weter  n^lecting  tlieir 
dutiei/' 

He  was  himself  an  exact  observer  of  the  spirit 
of  this    discipline.      He   was  always  employed 
cither  in  preachings  or  in  instructing,  in  prayer, 
in  study^  or  in  other  episcopal  duties.     When 
he  found  any  leisure^  he  went  to  the  hospitals^  or 
to  private  houses  to  visit  the  sick.    He  adminis- 
tered to  them  the  sacraments,    and  sometimes 
did  for  them  the  meanest  and  most  disgusting 
services.     On  many  occasions  God  gavea  blessing 

*  Ibid, 
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to  Ilis  efaariiy^  by  afibrding  relief  to  the  sick 
Whom  he  visited^  in  a  manner  which  appeared 
miraculous. 


;■    ..  • 


The  affection  aud  esteem^  which  his  people 
entertained  for  faiha^  *  could  not  be  exceeded. 
When  he  passed  through  the  citj^  which  he 
always  did  on  foot^  every  one  was  eager  to  leave 
Ifi9  house  to  receive  his  benediction.  Mothers 
in  i^rticular  would  bring  their  children^  who 
shewed  a  froward  and  obstinate  disposition^  in 
order  to  obtain  the  advantage  of  his  blessing ; 
and  it  was  often  remarked^  that  by  signing  their 
foreheads  with  the  sign  of  the  cross^  by  placing 
his  hand  on  their  heads^  or  even  by  a  flattering 
tmile^  their  cries  and  tears  would  cease^  and  that 
they  became  more  mild  and  manageable.  The 
iehajrity  of  the  holy  prelate  proceeded  farther ;  he 
ioftett  entered  the  houses  of  mechanics  and  of  the 
poor^ '  made  himself  acquainted  with  their  wants ; 
4iflitened  to  their  complaints^  consoled  and  relieved 
them;  into  every  quarter  he  carried  peace;  and 
Its  soon  as  he  heard  of  any  division  in  ^  family^  he 
intk^tij  proceeded  thither^  and  never  iefl  the 
faouse^  till  he  had  re-established  union.  His  in- 
comparable meekness  proved  irresistible.  Nothing 
could  dispirit  his  charitable  efforts ;  and  he  was 
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often  knowb^  by  hi»  invincible  patience^  to  over* 
come  the  most  iayeterate  enmity. 

While  Francis  was.  employed  in  aiMniieicso 
Sirorthy  of  a  holy  Bishop^  who  by  his  character  is 
the  father  of  his  people^  the  lent  of  the  year  one 
ithoittand'six  hundred  and  three  approached.  As  he 
had  determined  to  hold  an  ordination  at  that  holy 
leaMQ  for  the  first  time,  he  relinquished  all  other 
occupations^  to  devote  himself  to  that  duty.     He 
was  convinced^  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant ftmctions:of  the  episcopacy,  and  that  nothing 
merits  in  a  higher  degree,  the  undivided  appliear 
tion  of  a  Bishop,  than  the  concern  of  giving  holy 
ministers  io  the  Church;  he  considered  the  bad 
choice  which  he  might  be  exposed  to  make  in  this 
particular^  as  the  occasion  of  the  most  rigorous 
account  which  he  should  have  to  give  to  God. 
With  this  view,  he  redoubled  his  fasts  and  hia 
prayers;  and  impressed  with  a  fear  of  being  de- 
;€^6d,  and  with  a  perfect  distrust  in  that  extreme 
mildness  of  character,  which  always  led  him  to 
treat  i^^ith  condescension  the  infirmities  of  men^ 
be  said  continually  to  God,  from  the  bottom  of 
his  heart :  '^  Make  known  to  me,  O  Lord,  those 
whom  you  yourself  have  chosen,  that  I  may  not 
admit  into  the  number  of  your  ministers  those 
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whom  you  have  rejected,  and  iiiat  I  m^  not 
exclude  those  whom  yon  baye  called.'' 

« 
AgiMibly  to  these  principles  he  shewed  the 
ipreatest  care  in  the  dioice  of  those,  who  appeared 
as  candidates  for  holy  orders ;  he  examined  them 
fiimself  with  extreme  rigoar.  He  paid  no  r^ard 
to  birth,  to  recommendation,  not  even  to  dia- 
tii^ished  talents  when  they  were  not  suppcwted 
by  a  holy  life,  or  at  least  by  irreproachable 
conduct  in  the  eyes  of  men;  He  partictdarly  esE^ 
amined  their  vocation;  and  could  not  endure  that 
persons  should  be  suffered  to  enter  the  Church 
with  the  profane  and  sacrilegious  views  of  sordid 
interest.  An  instance  of  ihis  natm*e  occurred  in 
his  examination  of  a  young  man  of  rank,  vdio 
had  been  provided  with  a  considerable  priory. 
The  holy  Bi^op  judged  from  his  manner  and 
deportment,  that  the  revenues  of  the  pHoiy  id- 
fluenced  Ms  desire  of  beit^  admitted  to  orders^ 
more ''than  kny  other  consideration;  he  prbpobed 
tohJrA  so  many  questions  on  the  subject,  that  the 
young  man  at  length  acknowledged,  that  -  he  had 
liO  dther  vocation  than  the  avarice  of  his  parent!^ 
viffio  were  eager  to  increase  their  income  by  the 
addition  of  the  benefice.  Sdch  an  avowal  was 
decisive;  the  holy  prdate  refosed  to  admit  him. 
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and  in  defiance  of  every  lolicitatioD^  persisted  ui 
his  refusal  with  unshakeD  fimiDess. 

To  the  examination  of  capacity^  be  aided  that 
of  morals.     For  this  purpose  bo  procured  everjr 
sort  of  information^  which  could  thrown  light  on 
so  important  a  point ;  and  be  used  to  say^  thai 
ficclesiastics  <^  irregular  conduct  occasioned  more 
injury  by  bad   example,    than  benefit  by  their 
doctrine.     He  however  shewed  more  iodulgeobe 
on  this  article,  than  op  that  of  deficiency  m 
talent.     IgnoriMce  was  a  perpetual  exclusion;^ 
but  as  irregularity  may  be  corrected^  while  igno- 
rance generally  admits  no  remedy^  he  contented 
himself  with  postponing  for  a  time  the  ordination 
of  such  as  manifested  a  waqt  of  correctness  in 
their  conduct,  till  they  had  afibrded  certain  marks 
of  reformation^  conformable  to  the  state^  which 
they  wished  to  embrace.     The  consequence  of 
this  extreme  rigour  was,  that  his  ordinations  were 
not  numerous;  and  his  firmness  in  this  particular 
was  greatly  admired,  as  after  the  conversion  of 
Chablais  and  the  bailiwicks,  his  diocess  laboured 
under  a  great  want  of  priests.     He  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  circumstance;  and  to  all  observa- 
tions on  the  subject,  be  constantly  replied,  that 
the  Church  stood  less  in  need  of  priests,  than  of 
goad  priests;    that  in  time  sufficient  provision 
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waight  be  made/  and  that  the  master  of  the  vine-, 
jard  was  to  be  entreated  to  send  workmen. 

*  An  •bjeet^  which  would  have  gratified  his 
wishes^  was  the  establishment  of  a  seminary  at 
Annecj^  for  the  purpose  of  forming  young  men 
at  an  early  period  of  life  to  piety  and  k^ning, 
and  io  employ  them  in  the  ministry. to  instruct 
and  edify  the  people.     The  smallness  <^  his  re- 
imme  and  the  poverty  of  his  clergy  prevented  the 
execution  of  this  design^  and  he  retained  this  ia- 
eflectoal  desire  till  his  death.     He  used  to  repeat 
his  astonishment  on   this  subject^    that^    while 
every  Teligious  order  established  a  novitiate  to 
iastntct  and  form  its  candidates  to  the  observance 
of  the  rule;  while  every  art  and  professioo  re- 
^mred  an  apprenticeship^  in  which  proofs  of  abi-* 
Utj  were  to  be  given^  the  same  precaution  should 
aat  be  demanded  for  the  Ecclesiastical  ministry, 
and'  the  government  of  souls^  the  art  of  arts^  and 
the  most  ndUe  ^s  well  as  the  most  difficult  of  all 
professions.     He  added  that  God  had  given  him 
a^:great  indiffisraice  for  temporal  possessions ;  that 
Us  was  faowevejr  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  they 
w^e  not  useless  to  the  Church;  that  as  there 
alwttjTS  existed  too  great  a  proportion  of  wealth  in 
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hands  which  misapplied  it^  so  it  wat  rare  thU 
ihose^  who  were  disposed  to  employ  it  in  good 
purposes^  were  furnished  with  adequate  means'; 
that  he  had. often  experienced  an  inability  to  pro- 
Tide  for  every  call  from  a  want  of  supplier;  bilt 
that  his  great  source  of  consolation  was^  thtt 
God  would  demand  of  him  only  an  account  of 
tfaat>  which  He  had  given. 

^  A  prdote  bo  scrupulousfy  nice  in  refusing  te 
adnnt  any  to  holy  orders^  but  persons  of  acknow«> 
ledged  virtue  and  capacity^  could  not  fail  to  diii- 
play  the  greatest  caution  in  conferring  benefices. 
He  conM  not  endure  the  idea,  that  they  should 
be  bestowed  on  human  considerations,  or  as  r^ 
wards  for  services,  often  of  a  temporal  nature, 
and  sometimes  connected  with  worldly  intrigues. 
He  called  this  infamous  commerce,  the  abomi- 
nation iu  the  holy  jdace,  and  one  of  the  most 
fruitfiil  sources  of  the  disorders,  which  afflict  the 
Church.  To  preclude  all  solicitation  or  misap- 
prehension on  this  important  subject;  he  never 
bestowed  a  benefice,  to  which  the  care  of  souls 
was  annexed,  without  a  competition ;  such  situ- 
ations were  obtained  by  regular  disputations,  at 
ivhich  the  holy  prelate  always  presided,  and  in 

*  Aaon.    Book  IL 
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iriiich  puUic  proois  of  talents  were  giren,  as  in  a 
contest  Ss»r  a  chaif  of  Tbeol<^.  The  most  aUe 
candidate  obtained  ihe  situation.  Intrigue  and 
solicitatioB  had  no  influence;  merit  alone  de- 
cided the  superioritj ;  an  attempt  to  employ  any 
other  means  would  have  occasioned  the  perpetual 
exclusion  of  a  candidate.  It  was  in  one  of  these 
disputations^  that  be  became  acquainted  with  the 
splendid  talents  of  Mr.  de  Fenouillet^  who  was 
afterwaids  one  of  Hbe  mOst  celebrated  preachers 
ai  his  time,  and.  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
prelates  of  the  Church  of  France. 


^  To  establish  a  perfiect  unifomritj  in  the  me- 
thod of  instnictii^  and  of  administering  the  s»- 
ciaments,  he  himsdf  composed  an  excellent  ritual^ 
which  will  e^er  remain  a  lasting  monument  of  his 
prudence,  of  bis  talents,  and  of  that  charitable 
condescension,  which  should  be  shewn  to  the 
wants  of  our  neighbour.f  The  zeal  of  the  holj 
Bishc^  was  not  satisfied  with  affording  advice 
and  directum  in  writing  to  the  pastors  of  his 
dioccss;  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  supply  them 
with  ocaA  instruction.  For  this  purpose,  he  or- 
dered, that  every  year  a  diocesan  Synod  should  be 
held  on  a  stated  dajr,  without  any  other  previous 

•  Ibid,    t  Ibid. 
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ceiemony  of  convocation.  He  spent  tbis  time  in 
giviog  them  instructions,  on  pomts  relative  to 
tlieir  duties;  and  bethought  it  not  beneath  his 
dignity  to  desct^nd  to  the  roost  minute  details. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  principal  regula- 
tions^ vrhich  he  made  in  the  first  Synods  held  in 
Ibe  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  three. 

*  As  the  greatest  dignity  of  the  Christian  priest- 
hood arises  from  the  power  given  by  Christ  to 
priests  to  consecrate  the  holy  Eucharist,  and  as 
the  most  hdy  of  tbeir  functions  consists  in  offering 
the  unbloody  sacrifice,  as  Christ  oflered  the  bloody 
sacrifice  of  the  cross,  he  eagerly  desired,  that  a 
mystoy  so  marked  with  love,  and  so  calculated  to 
unite  man  with  God,  should  be  honoured  in  a 
peculiar  mann^,  in  his  diocess.      He  ordained 
vrith  this  view,  that  the  office  of  the  holy  sacra- 
ment should  be  kept  on  all  Thursdays  of  the  year. 
But  as  purity  of  body  akd  mind  forms  the  best 
disposition,  by  which  this  tremendous  sacrifice  is 
ix}   be  honoured,  he  forbade  all  Ecclesiastics  to 
keep  in  their  service  females  of  .doubtful  cha- 
ract^s ;  and  he  took  every  possible  precaution  to 
reaiove  from   them  eveiy  ground   of  suspicwm. 
He  made  to  his  clergy  many  moving  exhortations 

— 'f : ■ 

•  Ibid. 
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V>  purity  is  not  a  virtue  to  be 

«   .*«  (liicsts^  but  as  all  Cbristians 

LcuJ  to  its  observance  in  tbeir 

u^  K><4>,  ho  required  of  bis  pastors  to  be- 

..   i«.u;utton  on  tbis  object^  and  make  an 

.  o%i  to  the  Synod  of  tbe  names  of  tboae 

.  ^  ^^  u  a  sitate  of  concubinage  and  adulterr* 

^.   aiic  admonition^  they  had  not  reformed 

.vOwLuvt. 


^  tiuHi);'b  it  was  a  custom  at  that  time  to  re- 
^^xVv^  Mi\u)ey  for  the  administration  of  the  sacra- 
vji^nu^  oI  penance^  he  deemed  it  an  abuse^  and  for- 
>,^v«v  \i  in  future ;  he  exhorted  his  clei^  never  to 
^  \.M*(  any  thing  for  the  other  sacraments,  but  to 
1^^  %atiHiied  \vith  that,  \i'hich  should  be  voluntarilj 
oliVrfd.  He  obliged  all  those  possessed  of  bene* 
lit  r«  lo  which  the  care  of  souls  was  annexed^  io 
iiUktr^e  tlic  duty  of  residence  under  the  pam  of 
ili>|M'ivatiun;  reserving  to  himself  the  examination 
of  Nuch  reasons,  as  might  justify  a  dispensation^ 
UN  MfoW  as  tlie  right  of  allowing  absence  even  of  a 
nhort  duration.  He  required  strict  modesty  in 
ch«b«,  and  in  this  particular  he  enforced  the  ob- 
MTvance  of  the  holy  canons.  He  forbade  the  fre- 
quentation  of  taverns,  all  games  of  hazard^  and 


Ibid. 
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iodeed  those  of  every  description  in  public.     He 

likewise  prohibited  the  amusements  of  the  chace, 

OD  account  of  the  inconvenieqces^  which,  might 

result  from  that  exercise^  as  weU  as  the  loss  of 

tiine^  with  which  it  would  be  inevitably  attended. 

He  established   superintendants^    v^hose  duty  it 

was  to  visit  twice  in  the  year  the  parishes  assigned 

to  their  care ;  they  were  permitted  to  grant  dis-^ 

pensations  in  matters  of  inferior  moment;  higher 

concerns  were  reserved  to  the  Bishop.      They 

likewise  had  authority  to  exhort  and  to  punish 

such  faults^  as  demanded  immediate  correction. 

-  j» 

*  Besides  these  regulations^  he  obliged  the 
archpriests^  to  assemble  three  tiqies  in  the^year^ 
tjie  priests  under  their  jurisdiction^  to  confer  with 
them  on  the  waqts  of  the  parishes^  to  give  them 
proper  .  information  on  the  duties  of  their  ini- 
nihtry,  and  to,  resolve  the  cases  and  diflScult 
questions^  which  they  might  have  to  propose. 
He  established  monthly  conferences ;  an  exercise, 
which  has  been  since  practised  in  France  with 
considerable  effect ;  and  it  would  be  really  desir* 
able,  that  such  an  institution  should  be  adopted 
in  every  diocess.  The  intercourse  of  Catholics 
with  Calvinists  induced  him  to  assign  as  subjects 

'    ■    ■    '  '  ■    .    '■■■  '      *  u»,y'j 

♦  Ibid. 
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of  these  conferences,  various  questions  of  con- 
troversy. The  controversial  writings  of  Cardinal 
Bellarmin,  furnished  objections  and  replies^  and 
the  decisions  of  this  learned  Jesuit  were  generally 
adopted.  The  holy  Bishop  remarked  on  this 
subject^  that  a  pastor,  who  knows  not  bow  to  de- 
fend his  flock  which  is  attacked  by  wolves,  is  ig- 
norant of  an  essential  part  of  his  duty ;  that  it 
was  shameful,  that  a  priest  employed  in  the  mi- 
nistry should  not  be  able  to  answer  tlie  objections 
bf  heretics,  and  that  he  should  remain  mute,  and 
make  no  stand,  while  the  Church  of  the  living 
God  was  exposed  to  insult. 

*  The  reader  has  already  been  enabled  to 
i*emark  the  aversion  of  the  holy  prelate  for  legal 
{Proceedings,  his  firm  conviction  that  they  are 
extremely  hurtful  to  charity,  the  foundation  of  all 
Christian  virtue,  and  the  care  he  took  to  prevent 
them  even  among  the  laity.  It  is  easy  to  suppose^ 
'that  he  viewed  them  with  additional  horror, 
when  he  saw  them  prevail  among  Ecclesiastics. 
He  accordingly  exhorted  them  to  avoid  all  suits, 
or  to  terminate  their  differences  by  arbitration; 
he  offered  his  own  services  to  adjust  any  disputes, 
that  might  be  referred  to  him  ;  and  on  many  of 

♦Ibid. 
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these  occasions  he  met  with  complete  succ^. 
On  this  subject  he  often  observed^  that  he  could 
not  suflSciently  express  his  astonishment  that  mat- 
ters of  faith^  of  morality  and  salvation^  subjects 
infinitely  more  important  than  those  which  daily 
piroduce  lawsuits^    should  be  submitted  to  th^ 
decision  of  Bishops  and  other  learned  Eccl^as^ 
tfcs,  and  that  such  reluctance  should  be  disco- 
yi^  to  recur  to  their  interposition  in  differences^ 
v^Meh  arise  from  temporal  concerns ;  that  in  truth 
♦fey  oiight  fo  be  strangers  to  legal  chicanery, 
wteefa  should  be  banished  from  the  society  of 
priests;  thatvnth  the  exception  of  this  particular, 
there  was  scarcely  a  suit,  which  a  man  of  sens6 
tn^ht  not  adjust,  if  there  existed  a  niutual  dispo- 
sition to  promote  conciliation  and  peace.     His 
tender  regard  for  the  poor,  increased  the  aversion, 
whieh  an  extreme  mildness  of  character  gave  him 
for  legal  procedures ;  he  was  persuaded  that  ibey 
stopped  the  course  of  charitable  donations,  and 
that  (he  money  which  was  spent  in  maintaining 
tfaenn,  was  so  much  loss  for  such  unfortunate  ob- 
jects,   as  subsist  on  the  superfluous  wealth  of 
their  neighbours.     He  could  not  bear,  that  the 
existence  of  depending  suits  should  be  alleged  as 
a  reason  for  declining  the  duty  of  alms  deeds ; 
be  called  that,  an  act  of  excusing  one  sin  by 

c2 
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a^other^  of  washing  in  water^   which  increases 
the  stain. 


The  profound  esteem  which  he  entertained  for 
the  priesthood  of  Jesus  Christy  did  not  permit 
him  to  behold  without  grief^  those  who  were  in- 
vested with  this  character^  employed  in  the  service 
of  the  greats  and  generally  engaged  in  business 
altogether  unworthy  of  their  profession.  He  con- 
sidered them  in  this  situation  exposed  to  dangers^ 
under  which  resistance  was  rendered  extremely 
difficult ;  and  he  used  to  say^  that  if  such  difficulty 
was  found  in  persevering  and  in  preserving  the 
tf  ue  spirit  of  so  sublime  a  state,  even  in  retire* 
ment  and. seclusion^  this  became  almost  impossible 
ii^  the  hurry  of  the  world,  where  every  object 
favours  th^  passions,  and  every  attack  is  directed 
against  innocence.  It  was  this  consideration, 
that  ii^duced  him^  not  to  ordain  any  priest  with* 
out  a  title,  or  at  least  without  an  employment  in 
some  church,  which  afforded  a  competent  sub* 
sistence.  He  did  not  absolutely  forbid  the.  Eccle- 
siastics of  his  diocess  to  form  any  Engagements 
with  the  great ;  but  his  exhortations  to  that  effect 
were  extremely  animated;  and  he  enforced  them, 
with  so  much  assiduity  and  address,  that  at  length 
he  almost  abolished  the  abuse.  On  that  occasion 
he  observed,  that  there  was  nothing  however  dif- 


OF  SAJLES.      BOOK   T.  37 

ficult  in  the  way  of  yirtue^  which  men  might  not 
be  induced  to  perform^  if  avarice  and  ambition 
could  be  removed  from  their  breasts. 

*  While  Francis  was  thus  employed  in  regu- 
Mag  his  diocess^    the   festival  of  Easter  ap* 
proached;    immediately  after  the  expiration  of 
the  holidays  he  departed  for  Turin  to  make  to 
the  Duke  the  acknowledgments  usually  paid  by 
Bishops  after  their  consecration.     He  was  re- 
cei?ed  at  that  court  with  all  the  esteem^  which 
his  reputation  had  acquired.      Every   one  was 
68ger  to  consult  him ;  and  the  Duke  himself  had 
Quuiy  conferences  with  him  on  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Catholic  religion  in  his  diocess.     His 
disinterested  spirit  was  again  displayed  on  this 
occasion.     It  was  universally  known^  that  he  was 
poor^  and  the  Prince  was  well  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstance ;  the  estimation  in  which  he  held  the 
prelate^  and  the  confidence  which  he  industri- 
ously shewed^    seemed  an  inviting  occasion  to 
iolicit  a  favour.     This^  however,  agreeably  to  his 
uwial  practice,  was  foi^otten.     The  holy  Bishop 
remembered  only  the  wants  of  the  poor  and  of  the 
Catholics  recently  converted,  in  favour  of  whom 
he  obtained  what  he  asked.     Suggestions  were 

*  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  V. 
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made  to  him  to  think  of  himsdf^  and  to  take 
adrantage  of  the  good  will  of  the  Duke;  but  be 
refdied  that  he  was  not  come  for  that  purpose. 
Courts  in  general  are  not  distinguished  by  the 
practice  of  Yirtoe;  the  Bishop  however^  was 
treated  with  the  Ughest  esteem.  The  indiflSsieoce 
of  Frands  for  wealth  was  umversaDy  romarked 
with  gvrat  foeting;  and  the  Duke  could  not  holp 
ohMiring^  that  by  expfrimte  he  had  found  such 
as  made  the  best  use  of  riches,  to  set  on  them  the 
kastTakie. 

*  As  Ae  jovncT  to  Turin  was  not  the  only 
motift,  which  had  induced  the  holy  pidale  io 
pass  the  Alps,  he  left  it  soaoie  days  after  to  pay  a 
lint  to  Ae  Bisliop  of  Salncca.  This  was  the 
J«vcnal  Ancina^  an  oiaiorian  who  has  been 

TWf  had  contracted  a  finendr 

aA  Ranar^  which  ihnr  had  afkr  imprafod  by 

an  cpiBtofaynr  cmwipondtnct^     It  would 

bcendificnllln  find  twomn^  who  bafca 

to  each  other.    TWv 

m 

tk»  9MW  4^p!ilM»  •r  tfe  iMi  and 

mtm,  Ikr  samo  uriMMss  of  chaaactgr;  an  c^nnl 
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contempt  for  riches^  and  a  sifflilar  applicatioa  to 
the  functioQS  of  tbeir  ministry.  The  Bishop  of 
Salucca,  like  the  Bishop  of  Genera,  lired  with 
bk. people  as  a. father  among  his  c^ildrai;  and 
his  p^ple  discovered  for  him  aU  that  tenderness 
and  r^gpectj  which  children  can  sl^ew  to  a  be- 
loved parent:  His  ]ove  for  the  poor  could  not  be 
exceeded;  and  he  had  often  rediiced . himself  to 
tbe  fjd;remity  of  want  in  his  attempts  to  relieire 
thera,  If  virtue  .and  a  similarity  of  disposition 
form  the  most  solid  foundation  of  friendship,  we 
may  judge  of  the  nature  of  that  intimacy^  which 
subsisted. between  the  Bishops  of  Salucca  and  of 
Geneva. 

*  Frai^^is  arrived  at  Salucca  on  the  eve  of  the 

laveation  of  the  Cross.   As  the,  jChurcb  celebrates 

00  the  same  day  the  festival  of .  St.  Juvenal^  the 

patron  of  tb§  Bishop  of  Salucca,  it  was  for  timt 

prelate  an  additional   motive  of  devotion.     He 

a?ailed  himself  of  the  opportunity,  to  request  the 

Bishop  of  Geneva^  to  give  a  sermon  to  his  p0ople. 

Francis  complied  with  his  request;  and  ascending 

the  pulpii  on  the  following  day,  he  began  in  the 

Italian  language  an  excellent  discourse  in  praise 

of  the  Cross.    After  be  had  finished  his^iatroduc- 
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-ticMi;  Hie  BnlHip'of  Salucca  sent  him  word^-  thiit' 
he  mighty  if  he  pleased^  proceed  with  his  sermon 
u  the  FVrach  lai^age;  that  the  Marquisate  of 
Sahicca  had  beeo  so  long  subject  to  France,  and 
so  ktdy  ceded  to  the- Duke  of  Sayoy,  tiiat  both 
languages  were  spoken  with  the  same  facility. 
The  holy  prdate  therefore  proceeded  with  bis 
discourse  in  French^  with  a  degree  of  piety  and 
eloquence,  which  attected  universal  adrairation. 
He  qpent  diere  some  dajs  to  sati^  the  earnest 
solicitations  ef  Ins  friend^  and  then  to<4L  his^  leave. 
in  order  to  perfwrn  his  devotions  at  our  lady's 
of  Mondofy,  and  returned  to  Annecy  for  the 
feast  oi  Pentecost. 

The  festival  of  the  holy  sacrament,  which  was 
apprMcfaing,  g*^^  occasion  to  a  diffiarenoe  be- 
tween the  dnpter  of  Ae  Cathedral  and  that  of 
our  ljidf9  at  Anneey.  The  chapter  of  the  Ca* 
thedrdi  dbined  a  r^t  of  precedence  at  tiie  procea-' 
sioB,  and  on  other  occam>ns»  before  tte  chapter 
ofourLadf^s;  and  the  camms  of  this  latter  CAmrc^h 
eoalaaded  on  the  other  side,  that  they  cnjcyed  n 
1%^  of  which  thef  were  m  possession,  of  pre- 
siding at  ay  the  Ecdesiasticnl  cefemonies.  It  ia 
true,  ttvy  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  rights 
befofe  the  chapter  of  St.  PMer's  of  Genera  had 
retired  to  Annecy;  but  from  that  period,  the 


01^  SALES.      BOOK  T.  41 

Bnhops  and  the  chapter  of  the  Cath^ral  had 
always  contested  the  point.     Francis  on  this  oc- 
casion acted '  agreeably  to  the  sentiments  of  his 
predecessors^  and  maintained  that  the  chapter  of 
the  Cathedral    ought  to    have  the  precedence. 
This  declaration  served  only  to  inflame  the  dis« 
pate.  •  The  canons  of  our  Lady's  refused  to  sub- 
mit to  the  decision ;  and  alleged^  that  the  Bishop^ 
bang  a  party  in  the  dispute,  could  not  be  the 
judge.     However  as  the  festival   approached,  a 
tcmporaiy    r^ulation    becante    necessary;    and 
Francis  directed  provisionally;  that  the  chapter 
of  the  Cathedral  should  have   the  precedence. 
The  canons  of  our  Lady's  refused  to  obey  the 
injunction,  and  did  not  assist  at  the  procession. 

It  is  certain,  that  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  pos- 
sessed as  he  was  of  complete  jurisdiction  over  the 
chapter  of  our  Lady's,  had  a  right  to  decide  tins 
question,  and  to  compel  the  parties  to  submit  to 
his  decision;   but  the  extreme   mildness  of  hu 
character,  and  his  aversion  for  every  sort  of  legal 
Focedure,  did  not  permit  him  to  exert,  on  this 
occasion,  the  authority  with  which  be  was  incM- 
testably  invested.     He  therefore  adopted  the  ex- 
pedient of  accommodation,   and  induced  tiie  fnr^ 
ties  to  consent,  that  letters  should  be  writiai  by 
both  sides  to  Paris  to  the  Ehike  of  Nemoufi^  tlie 
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Lofd  of  AinecT^  to  lequest  kim  ft  Iwrrr  thr  iftir 
WTCstigated,  and  to  bam  the  gomimftm  to  fro- 
po9e  InBB^  the  b^st  mode  of  hiBMiiliBfc  tte 
tfftwcg.  The  Doke  CMmlted  on  the  mhjodt 
the  nort  able  anoi^  the  dergj,  asd  ia  the  pav- 
fiameot  of  Burisw  The  dain  of  the  chapter  of 
our  Jjfdjs  to  precrdcaee  before  that  of  the 
Cathedral  ms  jadg^td  aoteoable;  asd  a  proposal 
WIS  —lie  to  rfguhte  the  order  of  the  tuo  rhapfcrra 
on  the  phm  of  theCoDrgiate  Chorehes  of  thoHoljr 
CIttpel  aad  of  St.  Gcwfkne of  Flwis.  yAatihtj 
proceed  mththe  chapter  of  the  Cathedral ;  th^ 
accoidiap  to  this  oKthod  the  chapter  of  the  Qitlie- 
dralof  Geneta  dawld  twcopgr  the  ri^  sidc;^  mmd 
that  of  our  Iiad}r*s  <^  Aaoecj  the  kit 


FrifM  pereaptoriljr  r^ectad  thb  propositaoii. 
Heehcriudl  that  he  fed  mon  to  laaiiitaki  the 
piidtgcs  aad  pmogatrrcs  of  the  cler^of  his 
GaOedial;  that  he  nade  k  a  doikjr  idi^ioiiaijr  to 
the  toaor  of  Uo  oath;  aad  tiat  he  wo«ihl 
mAf,  th^  m  hio  tine  the  kast  mbm^t^ 
dhooU  tahe  place;  that  the  pierogatfcie of 
fithi^iididaotoalf  coMsi  to  oat  ^kU^ 
the  fmttAmu  to  a  CoBegtute  Chvch^  toA  like- 
I  cjafjyii%  that  prccodeace  is  eicrj  patti- 
ttot  tkr  H^jr  Ctopd  of  ftffi^  and  tke 
Ahhqr  ofSLGewikw  aiqe  ufft  fioan 
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copal  jurisdiction^  and  from  that  of  the  cfaf^pter^ 
doriog  the  yacancy  of  the  See ;  that  as  there  W4s  no 
def&ai&aoe  between  these  two  Churches^  no  incoQ*' 
Yeoieace  arose  from  a  species  of  eqvality^  subsisting 
between  them  in  processions;  that  the  same  obser- 
fatioq  could  not  be  appU^  to  the  chapter  of  our 
Lady's  of  Annecy>  which  depended  in  everj  parr 
tictilar  on  the  episcopal  jurisdiction,  and^  Mi  the 
vacaocy  of  the  See^  on  that  of  the  chapter ;  that 
it  was  therefore  not  just  to  frame  a  r^ulation  by 
tbe  model  of  independent  Churches ;  that  an 
injpiy  would  thus  b^  done  to  the  superiority  of 
tte  Cathedral^  and  that  dangorous  consequences 
nigbt  afterwards  result  from  such  a  proceeding. 

Francis  wrote  to  this  effect  to  the  Duke  of 
NeiQQurs,  and  requested  his  permission  not  to 
accept  the  accommodation^  which  he  had  pro* 
posed.  The  Duke  approved  his  reasons,  and 
informed  the  chapter  of  our  Lady's  by  letter,  that 
tliey  could  not  claim  either  precedence  or  equa- 
%>  with  respect  to  the  chapter  of  St.  Peter's  o( 
GeoeYa,  and  that  he  advised  them  to  submit  to 
tbe  decision  of  their  Bishop.  This  in  effisct  was 
the  only  plan  to  be  adopted;  but  when  the  spirit 
of  litigation  has  once  takai  possession  of  a  com* 
munitjr^  it  is  difficult  to  recover  a  tone  of  mo- 
Oration.     The  chapter  ctf  our  Lady's  refused  to 
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acquiesce  eitber  in  the  decision  of  the  Bishop,  or 
in  the  sentiments  of  the  Duke  of  Nemonrs. 
Thcj  carried  the  afiair  before  the  Archbishop  of 
Vienne,  the  M^opolitan  of  Greneva.  Francis 
prosecuted  the  business^  and  at  length  obtained 
a  decision^  which  confirmed  his  own^  and  gave 
the  precedence  on  all  occasions  to  the  chapter  of 
the  Cathedral. 

^  Francis  now  feeling  himself  in  the  enjoyment 
of  leisure^  immediately  resumed  his  design  of  per- 
forming the  general  visitation  of  his  diocess ;  but 
he  was  diverted  from  his  purpose^  by  a  letter 
which  the  mayor  and  magistrates  of  Dijon  wrote 
to  him^  requesting  that  he  would  preach  the 
adTcnt  and  the  lent  in  their  city.  Francis,  who 
had  determined  not  to  leave  his  diocess,  except 
for  the  service  of  the  Church  in  general,  or  for 
that  of  his  own  in  particular,  was  going  to  de^ 
cline  tiie  task.  But  God,  io  whose  gloiy  this 
Journey  was  one  day  so  much  to  contribute,  dkl 
not  permit  him  to  adhere  to  his  first  ideas.  He 
felt  an  interior  impulse  to  comply  with  the  request. 
Of  this  emotion  he  could  discover  no  reason ;  on 
the  contrary  he  said  much  to  himself,  that  seemed 
Bttflicient  to  produce  an  opposite  effect. 


Idem  ibid. 
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dence  concealed  from  his  view  the  advantage^ 
which  was  to  be  derived  from  this  journey,  but 
iateriorly  urged  him  to  perform  it.     He  followed 
the  attraction ;  and  replied,   that  as  he  was  re- 
quested to  leave  his  diocess,  and  the  dominions  of 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  he  could  not  do  either  one  or   . 
the  other  without^  the  permission  of  his  Holiness 
aad  that  of  his  Sovereign,  that  he  woiild  write  to 
both,  and  communicate  their  answers.     The  Pope 
immediately  granted  the  requested  permission; 
but  the  Duke  o£  Savoy  under  studied  pretexts  re- 
fused his  consent  to  the  journey.     This  refusal. 
was  not  a  subject  of  surprise  to  Francis  ;  he  had 
observed  during  his  last  journey  to  Turin,  that 
the  Duke,  who  was  of  a  jealous  temper,  bad 
taken  offence  at  his  first  journey  to  France,  at 
the  esteem  which  the  king   had  manifested  for 
him,    and   still  more  at  tl^  offers  which  had 
been  made.      Francis,    who    possessed    an    insi- 
nuating address,  spared  no  pains  to  discover  the 
reason   of  his    displeasure;  but  the  Duke,  who 
could  not  conceal   his  uneasiness,    had  at  that 
time  his   reasons  to  disguise  the  motives  of  his 
conduct. 

It  was  afterwards  known,  that,  as  (lennva 
stood  conveniently  situated  for  France,  particularly 
since  t^e  exchange,  of  the  Marquiiatc  of  Salucca. 
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the  Dnke  bad  entertained  ij^rehensions,  thatli** 
propose)  might  be  made  to  Francis  to  treaft  coii*^* 
cerning'  the    rights  of  Sovereignrfy,    which  tllfi^ 
Bishops  of  Geneva  claim  over  that  city,  in  ord«r^' 
to  urge  them  at  a  convenient  season;  that  Bk^ 
Highness  had  believed/  that  Francis  had  been  ifr^ 
notked,  when  he  was  but  coadjtitor,  only  for  tSfe  ti 
purpose  of  gaii^ing  him,  and  of  inducing  hiai  fo 
coneliide  the  treaty,  when  he  should  succeed  tb  \ 
the  episK^Opal  dignity;  that  he  supposed  by  conse-  ': 
qnenee  the  joui'ney  tfr  Dijon  to  be  only  a  prti-'  M 
f eirt,  and-  Ihat  it  conceded  some  more  impwtaiit  ■; 
design.    The  excnrsio^i  to  Bresse  maide  by  tife  '! 
Duke  de  BeMegarde,  Afester  of  the  Borse  to  hfc   ; 
Christian*  Majesty,  and  governor  of  Bresse  and  of  • 
the  countries  exthtinged  for  the  Ma:rquisa?te  df 
Saluc<^,   in  company  with  the  Baron  of  Ltife  " 
and  of  the  Pltiesident  Jarniin,  contributed  to  aug- 
ment his  suspicit>ns;  and  this  was  the  reason, 
which'  indoced  him  to  refuse  Francis  the  permis^ 
sion,  which  he  solicited. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy  had  a  peculiar  interest  ik 
any  treaty  which  might  be  concluded  on  the  sub*- 
ject,  as'  he  himself  claimed  the  Sovereignty  of 
Geneva,  and  treated  the  rights  maintained  by  the 
Bishops,  a»  imaginary  and  resting  on  no  solid 
foundation.     The  course  of  thisr  history  go  natu- 
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ginally  rest.  The  Dukes  add,  that  in  virtue  of  thig 
eale^  \¥hich  was  made  without  opposition,  Lewis 
of  Savoy  wiis  long  in  peaceable  possession  of  the 
county  of  Geneva;  that  when  Savoy  was  erected 
into  a  Duchy  by  the  Emperor  iSigismond  in  favour 
of  Amedeus  V III.  a  legal  procedure  was  brought 
before  the  imperial  chamber  concerning  the 
county  of  Geneva;  that  in  consequence  of  this 
contest,  the  Emperor,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four,  gave;  a,  new  ipves- 
titure  of  this  county  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  tba,i  jt 
was  confirmed  by  the  Emperors  Maximilian  I.  in' 
the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  nineteen, 
and  Charles  V.  in  one  thousand  five  hundred  and 
thirty.  The  Dukes  of  Savoy  farther  allege,  that 
in  virtue  of  these  titles,  they  have  exercised  with- 
out opposition  every  act  of  Sovereignty  in  Geneva; 
that  they  have  established  governors,  judgeg^ 
nptajries  and  bailifis ;  that  they  have  placed  guards) 
atthe  gates  and  garrisoned  the  fortress;  that  they! 
have  always  had  there  a  seigneurial  house  ;  that 
they  have  coined  n^oney,  and  pardoned  criminals 
who  were  condemned  to  death.  The  Dukes  pro*- 
duce  as  the  ultimate  proof  of  the  justice  of  their 
claim  the  following  facts;  that  Peter  de  la  Baume^ 
bishop  of  Geneva,  having  thought  proper  in  the 
year  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifteen,  to 
claim  the  temporal  jurisdiction  of  the  city,  Pope 
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Leo  X.  expressly  forbade  him  to  urge  his  claim 
by  a  brief  dated  the  same  year;  and  that  the 
Bishop  obeyed  the  injunctioo  without  justifying 
his  pretended  right  to  th6  Sovereignty  of  Genwa. 
Such  is  the  foundation  of^he  claims  of  the  Dukes 
of  Sayoy  to  the  temporal  Lordship  of  Geneva. 

^  The  Bishops  of  Geneva  cbntend  on  the  other 
side^  that  the  claims  of  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  are 
founded  only  on  an  equivocal  representation ;  that 
h  tmth  they  are  Counts  of  Genevois ;  but  Ihat  so 
&r  from  possessing^  in  that  capacity^  any  right 
o?ef  the  city  of  Geneva  and  its  liberties^  thej 
formerly  depended  on  the  Church  of  Geneva^  and 
paid  a  suitable  homage ;  that  the  treaty  made 
between  Arduce^  the  Bishop  of  Geneva^  and  Ame, 
Count  of  Genevois^  conveys  this  information  in 
express  terms;  that  the  following  words  form  a 
part  of  that  memorable  deed;f  that  the  Count  is 
to  he  a  faithful  advocate  under  the  Bishop ;  that 
tbe  ancient  Counts  of  Genevois  bavins:  under- 
taken  to  withdraw  themselves  from  their  depen- 
dence on  the  Church  of  Geneva^  and  even  io 
subject  it  to  their  Jurisdiction^  the  same  Arduce 

*  Frederic  Spanheim.   Spon.  history  of  Geneva.  Book  II. 
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made  an  appeal  to  the  Emperor  Barbarossa^  who 
confirmed  the  temporal  Lordship  of  Geneva  to 
him^  by  an  authentic  declaration^  dated  in  the 
yey  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fiflty-three; 
that  in  defiance  of  a  right  so  well  established^  the 
Count  of  Zeringuen^  in  quality  of  lieutenant  of 
the  Emperor^  and  the  Count  of  Oeneyois^  in  the 
same  capacity^  haying  made  an  encroachment  on 
the  temporal  Lordship  of  the  Church  of  Geneva^ 
the  Bishop  carried  his't  complaints  before  the 
General  Diet  of  the  Empire;  that  the  attempts  of 
the  two  Counts  were  pronounced  so  contrary  to 
justice^  that  the  Diet  obliged  them  to -appear 
in  person ;  gave  them  a  severe  reprimand  for  their 
audacity^  and  constrained  them  to  sign  the  sen- 
tence of  their  own  condemnation^  with  such  addi- 
tional rigour  towardsWilliam  Count  of  Genevois^ 
that  his  son  was  consigned  to  Nantelin  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva^  as  a  reparation  for  the  felony^  which 
the  father  had  committed  against  the  prelate  and 
his  church.  The  Bishops  of  Geneva  likewise 
produce  a  very  ancient  r«fcord,  which  is  cited  by 
Spanheim^  and  preserved  by ^pon. ;  it  declares  in 
express  terms :  that  the  Church  of  Geneva  jw>5- 
sesses  alone  the  domain  and  the  Sovereignty  of 
the  city  and  the  suburbs  ofGetieva,  To  this  deed 
they  add  two  othe%  which  are  two  acknowledg- 
ments issued  by  Amedeus  Count  of  Genevois^  by 
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wbich  he  disclaims  any  right  or  title  to  the  ^ity 
or  to  the  property  of  the  Bishopric  of  Genevk'^ 
they  maintain  that  this  fact  is  so  notorious^  that 
Araedeus  VIII.  the  first  Duke  of  Savoy,  having 
obtained  ^e  county  of  Oenevois,  paid  a  solemn 
homage  to  the  Bishop  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
of  St.  Peter;  and  that  the  Duj0e  Lewis  his  son, 
disclaimed  in  particular  all  right  to  the  Sovereignty 
of  the  territory  acquired  by  the  city  of  Geneva, 
near  the  bridge  of  Arve. 


.* 


As  to  the  bull  of  Leo  X.  which  has  been  men- 

tioned,    the    Bishops   acknowledge  that  it  was 

• 

issued;  but  they  contend,  that  it  cannot  injure 
the  rights  of  Sovereignty  vested  in  the  Bishops  for 
t^o  unanswerable  reasons;  the  first  is,  that  the 
P^pes  possess  no  temporal  right  over  the  domains 
of    Geneva,    and   that  Leo   X.   by  consequence 
could  not  dispose  of  the  Sbvereignty  in  favour  of 
tl*G   Dukes  of  Savoy  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Bi- 
shops ;  the  second  is,  that  though  Leo  X.  should 
Possess  this  right  of  disposing  of  the  Sovereignty 
of  Geneva,    he  could  not  condemn  the   Bishop 
without  hearing  his  plea ;  and  that  it  is  notorious, 
that  he  had  never  beed  heard,    not  even  cited. 
As  to  the  acts  of  Sovereignty  sjrfd  to  have  been 
exercised  in  Geneva  by  the  Dukes  (tf  Savoy,  the 
Bishops  in  a  great  measure  deny  the  facts,  and  h.% 


53  THE   UFE   OF  ST.  FRANCIS  . 

for  those  instances  ^iiich  are  authenticated^  they 
maintain  that  they  were  the  effects  of  violence^ 
and  had  taken  place  in  •  defiance  of  justice^  when 
the  superior  power  of  the  Dukes  enabled  them  to 
profit  by  favourable  conjunctures;  and  that  as 
the  Bishops  and  chapter  had  invariably  opposed 
the  claim^  no  right  could  ever  be  ensured  to  the 
Dukes  of  Savoy  by  those  instances  of  irregular 
interposition.  The  Bishops  finally  add^  that  as 
it  is  an  undeniable  fact,  that  the  Sovereignty  of 
Geneva  belonged  to  their  Church,  and  that  the 
Dukes  of  Savoy  paid  them  homage  as  Counts  of 
Genevois,  as  is  proved  by  the  authentic  docu- 
ments above  referred  to,  it  rests  with  the  Dukes 
to  prove,  how  the  Church  of  Geneva  lost  this 
Sovereignty,  and  by  what  means  they  themselves 
Acquired  it;  circumstances,  which  the  Bishops 
declare  can  never  be  explained.  Such  are  briefly 
the  reasons,  on  which  both  sides  establish  their 
right ;  this  is  not  the  place  to  pronounce  on  this 
celebrated  controversy;  indeed  such  a  sentence 
woi^d  exceed  the  boundaries  of  history. 

It  will  be  sufficient  here  to  add,  that  the  city 
of  Geneva  being  formed  into  a  republic,  as  it  has 
been  related  in  the  beginning  of  the  second  book, 
alleged  that  4he  Sovereignty  of  Geneva  belonged 
to  the  people ;  that  the  Bishops  in  the  first  in- 
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stance^  and  afterwards  the  Dukes  of  Sayoj  had 
usurped  the  supfiieiiM^  power ; ;  and  that  during 
th(fse  usurpations  sufficient  marks  of  the  So- 
meigaiff  of  the  people  had  always  been  visible. 
The  following  are  the  proofs  produced  of  this 
fact;  to  which  we  will  add  some  reflections, 
^sA  will  contribute  to  throw  light  oq  the 
subject. 

*  Hie  republic  of  Geneva  maintains^  that  the 
BisI|op  even  after -his  election^  takes  an  oath  to 
preserve  the  privil^es  and  liberties  of  the  citj. 
But  surely  such  an  obligation  no  more  destroys 
his  claim  to  Sovereign  authority,  than  the  oath 
taken  by  the  Emperor  and  most  of  the  Kings  of 
Europe,  can  be  said  to  injure  their  respective 
titles.  In  the  second  place,  say  the  republicuis, 
the  extreme  deference  shewn  by  the  city  to  the 
Bishops  and  Dukes  of  Savoy,  prevented  a  close 
inspection  of  treaties  and  other  enterprises  hostile 
to  its  liberty.  But,  it  may  be  observed,  this 
deference  having  lasted  so  many  centuries  without 
interruption,  and  without  opposition  to  these 
supposed  enterprises,  furnishes  an  evident  proof, 
that  before  the  year  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirty^hree,  the  inhabitants  of  Geneva  did 
^ —  —  —  • 

*  Spon.  History  of  Geneva.    Book  II. 
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not  possess  those  claims^  which  they  boast  at  the 
present  period.     In  the  thfrd  place  they  assert^ 
that  the  Emperor  Frederick  Barbarossa^  was  not 
competent  to  give  either  to  the  Dukes  aS  Savoy, 
to  (he  Counts  of  Genevois  and  of  Zeringuen^  or 
to  the  Bishops,  the  Sovereignty  of  an  imperial 
town,  like  Geneva,  wiftiout  the  participation  ijf 
the   Empire,    and  the   consent    of   the    people. 
However  neither   the   Emperor,  nor  the  inhabi- 
tants, ever  complained  that  he  had  exceeded  his 
powers ;  on  the  contrary,  the  general  Diets  of  the 
Empire  aciknowledged    the  Sovereignty    of  the 
Bishops.     In  the  fourth  place,  they  contend,  that 
during  the  plenitude  of  power,  possessed  by  the 
Bishops  and  the  Dukes  of  Savoy,  sufficient  ves- 
tiges of  tlie  Sovereignty  of  the  people  still   re* 
iniuned.     Bui  it  lis  not  sufficient  to  make  this 
assertion  without  proof.     Fifthly,  they  add,  that 
the  Bishops  never  possessed  more   authority   at 
Geneva,  than  the  Doges  at  Venice  and  Genoa ; 
and    that  the  public  proclamations  were  issued 
in    the    name    of    the    Bishop,    of   the   judge 
of  his    court,   of  the    magistrates    and   of  t|ie 
leading    men  *  of   the   city.     But  the  first  part 
wants  proof;  and  the  second  the  Bishops*. deny. 
Jn  the  sixth  place,  they  assert  that  th^  Bishop  hlul 
many  assistant  judges  chosen  by  the  city*;   and 
that  an  appeal  lay  from  all  his  decisions  to  the 
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council  of  the  Ui^o  Hundred^  and  even  to  a  ge- 
neral council  compos^  of  the  heads  of  families ; 
and  that  the  Bishop  \¥as  obliged  to  ratify  their 
resolyes.  But  the  question  is  not  precisely  to 
discover,  whether  the  Bishop  had  any  subaltern 
officers;  but  rather  \¥hether  th^  depended  on 
bim,  and  whether  he  could  depose  and  change 
them  at  pleasure.  This  the  Bishops  assert  aqd 
proTe  by  many  examples;  but  the  Republicans 
produce  but  oqe  instance  only  in  support  of  the 
assertion^  that  the  Bishops  were  obliged  to  ra« 
tify  what  had  been'  resolved  by  the  council  of  the 
Two  Hundred^  or  the  general  council.  In  the 
seventh  place  it  is  asserted,  that  the  magistrates 
had  a  right  to  cf  in  monfey^  and  to  guaid  the  city 
without  the  interference  of  the  Bishop.  But  the 
right  of  coining  money  has  not  on  all  occasions 
been  inseparable  from. the  Sovereign  power.  In 
France,  the  Dukes  of  Nevers  and  of  Sully,  possess 
this  right;  they  have  however  never  stated  their 
claims  to  Sovereign  authority.  The  right  of 
guarding  the  city  is  a  proof  still  more  question- 
able; the  cities  of  Jjyons,  of  St.  Malo,  of  Amiens, 
of  Peronne,  and  of  many  others,  are  in  possession 
of  this  prer(^tive,  and  are  not  less  subject  to 
the  supreme  power. 

To  these  pretended  proofs  the  partisans  of  the 
liberty  of  Geneva  add,  that  the  secular  magis- 
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trates  decided  criminal  suits  in  ithe  last  instance^ 
when  the  culprits  were  not  clergymen.  But  yet 
they  haw  to  prove^  that  these  judges  did  «ot 
receive  their  powers  from  the  Bishop;  for  this 
the  Bishops  affirm^  and  their  assertion  cannot  be 
invalidated  by  any  document.*  It  is  remarkable^ 
that  the  historian  of  Geneva  acknowledges^  that 
the  Bishops  had  a  right  to  pardon  criminals^  ^ho 
were  condemned  to  death ;  and  surely  this  is  an 
evident  proof  of  Sovereignty.  ''  But/'  says  the 
historian^  "  they  did  it  rather  by  Ecclesiastical 
and  ISpiscopal^  than  b}^  secular  authority.""  How- 
ever^ it  is  apparent  from  all  historical  monuments^ 
thai  Bishops  never  Assumed  the  prerogative  of 
granting  {pardon  ta  criminals  who  |vere  condemned 
to  die^  if  they  were  not  at  once  spiritual  and 
temporal  lords.  From  this  acknowledgment^  an- 
other consequence^ay  be  drawn^  that  the  Bishops 
were  not^  as  this  Jbistorian  in  another  place  as- 
serts^ obliged  to  adopt  the  decisions  of  the  coun- 
cils of  Geneva.  The  advocates  of  the  republic 
farther  allege^  that  in  affairs  of  importance^  the 
Bishop  could  take  no  step  without  the  participa- 
tion of  the  people.  This  is  still  to  be  proved; 
for  the  Bishops  demonstrate  on  the  other  side^ 
that  in  all  the  treaties  of  the  Bishops  of  Geneva^ 
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with  the  Counts  of  Zerisguen^  of  Genevoi^^  of 
Burgundy^  and^ith  the  Dukes  of  Savoy^  there  is 
Bamention  made'of  the  people. 

*  The  republicans  farther  maintain^  that  the 
community  and  magistrates^  contracted  alliances 
and  made  treaties  of  peai^e^  without  the  participa- 
tioa  of  the  Bishop ;  as  in  the  year  one  thousand  * 
two  hundred  and  eighty-five,  with  Amedeus,  ^ 
Count  of  Savoy ;  in  the  year  one  thousand  five 
kndred  and  fifteen,  with  the  Canton  of  Fribourg ; 
and  in  the  year  one4^ousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-six,  with  thtt  of  Berne.  The  Bishops 
lepljr  that,  fhii^e  treaties  were  made  in  times'  of 
trouble  and  without  authority;  and  they  prove 
their  assertion  from  the  subsequent  adjustments, 
which  took  place.  From  those  it  appears,  that 
tbe  citizens  of  Geneva,  disclaimed  the  alliances, 
which  they  had  contracted  wiHi  foreign  powers ; 
and  there  is  not  one  settlement  on  record,  in 
which  this  clause  is  not  expressed,  f  It  is  besides 
asserted,  thet  the  revenues  of  the  city  were  -di- 
vided between  the  citizens  and  the  Bishops,  and 
that  the  magistrates  shared  a  third  part.  But 
this  division  was  never  deemed  a  mark  of  inde- 
pendence; for,  if  that  were  true,  how  many  cities 

*  Spon.  ibid,    f  i^poQ  ibid. 
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would  enjuiiir  liberty,  which  ar?  in  a  far  different 
situation  ?  Finally  they  add,  that  Geneva  was  a 
Roman  colony;  and  that  Charl^  V.  writing  to 
the  city  of  Geneva,  in  the  year  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty,  does  not  address  his  letter 
to  the  Bishop,*  but  to  the  magistrates,  to  the 
council  and  community  ofiGeneva,  and  treats  the 
place  as  an  imperial  city.  As  to  the  first  part  of 
-this  assertion,  Geneva  in  this  respect  has  nothing, 
which  is  not  common  to  most  of  the  cities  of 
Dauphine,  of  Provence,  and  of  Languedoc  ;  none 
of  whom,  however,  has  „)iet  claimed  Sovereign 
authority,  under  the  title  df  a  Roman  colony. 
As  to  the  letter  of  Charles  V.  it  is  sip  true,  that  no 
consequence  favourable  to  the  claims  of  the  re- 
public can  be  drawn  from  it,  that  many  of  the 
imperial  cities  were  never  free.  Such  are  briefly 
the  proofs,  which  the  Bishops,  the  city  of  Geneva 
and  the  Dukes  of  Si^ivoy^  furnish  of  their  claims  to 
Soverieign  power  over  the  city. 

It  is  easy  to  conclude  from  this  statement,  that 
a  surrender  of  the  right  of  the  Bishops,  made  to 
a  Prince  so  powerful,  and  so  well  able  to  enforce 
the  claims  as  the  King  of  France,  would  not  be 
agreeable  to  the  politics  of  Savoy.  Political  saga* 
city  is  ever  mingled  with  distrust;  affairs  of  much 
inferior  consequence  ai:e  capable  of  exciting  alarm. 
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Francis  of  Sales  was  far  from  treating  concerning 
his  right  over  Geneva ;  Charl^  Emmanuel,  was 
however^  full  of '  apprehension  on  the  subject; 
and  this  induced  him  to  refuse  the  rec](liested  per- 
mis^on  to  proceed  to  Dijon.  The  holj  prelate, 
Yflio  always  consider^  the  will  of  God,  as  the 
leadii^  spring  of  human  events,  and  who,  as  he 
binself  informs  us,  had  always  made  it  a  law,  to 
desire  nothing  and  to  fear  nothing,  received  the 
rrfusal  of  the  Duke,  with  the  same  spirit,  with 
vhich  he  would  have  received  the  permission  he 
solicited;  he  wrote  to  this  effect  to  the  mayor  and 
magistrates  of  Dijon,'  and  contiimed  his  functions 
^th  his  usual  tranquillity. 

r 

*  He  received  at  the  same  time  a  decree  of  the 
parliament  of  Burgundy,  on  the  authority  of 
which  the  bailiwick  of  Gex  depends,  which  he  had 
been  soliciting  from  tha  period  of  his  return  from 
the  f  ourt  of  France.  It  had  been  issued,  agree- 
ably to  the  letters  patent  of  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  which  he  had  obtained  for  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  Catholic  religit>n  in  the  bailiwick. 
The  decree  expressly  ordained^  that  the  Ecclesi- 
astical property,  usurped  by  the  Calvinists,  should 
be  restored.     This  article  could  not  be  carried 
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into  execution  without  extreme  difficulty;  and 
Francis  judged  tliat  his  authority,  which   way 
but  little  respected  by  the  Calvinists,  would  not 
enable  him  to  accomplish  the  task.     He  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  the  Duke  of  Bellegardeii  the 
governor  of  the  country  of  Gex,  and  of  the  Baron 
of  Luz ;  he  accordingly  entreated  them  both  to 
repair  to  Gex,  to  assist  him  in  the  execution  of 
the  intentions  of  His  Majesty.     The  Duke  and 
the  Baroh  proceeded  thither ;  and  Francis  accom- 
panied by  many  zealous  and  able  Ecclesiastics^ 
arrived  there  at  the  same  time.     The  business  was 
at  first  conducted  with  great  tranquillity;  the  or- 
ders of  the  King  were  absolute ;  and  no  opposition' 
could  safely  be  raised  in  the  presence  of  a  go- 
vernor, who  was  on  the  spot  to  execute  the  given 
orders.     But  the  most  perfect  calm  usually  pre- 
cedes the  most  violent  tempest;  as  long  as  preach- 
ing and  instruction  were  <he  sole  objects  of  atten- 
tion, no  opposition  was  raised;  but  no  sooner 
was  the  design  of  recovering  the  usurped  bene- 
fices made  known,  than  a  general  contest  appeared 
likely  to  succeed.    jThe  presence  and  the  authority 
of  the  Duke^and  of  the  Baron,  and  particularly 
the  precautions,  which  they  had  taken  to  carry 
into  effect  the  intentions  of  the  King,  restrained 
the  ardour  of  the  most  violent ;  but  these  checks 
were  not  sufficient  to  prevent  their  resentment 
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from  falling  upon  the  holy  prelate.  They  were 
apprised^  that  he  had  obtained  the  letters  of  the 
Jiiagy  and  the  decree  of  the  parliament;  and  hi» 
zeal  was  too  well  known  to  leave  a  doubt^  that  he 
vould  promote  the  execution  of  the  plan  to  its 
whok  extent.  His  death  alone  xoulcl  interrupt 
the  course  of  the  proceeding;  that  therefore  was 
determined^  and  means  were  discovered  to  admi- 
nister  poison.  A  violent  fever  immediately  suc- 
ceeded; but  as  a  general  suspicion  on  the  subject 
prevailed  in  a  country  where  he  was  known  to 
haYe  enemies^  the  physicians  conjectured  the  cause 
of  the  complaint^  and  administered  counter-poisons 
in  such  quantities^  that  at  length  the  fever  sub- 
sided^ and  he  recovered  his  health.  The  strength 
of  his  constitution  was  however  considerably  im- 
paired; and  this  accident  was  apparently  one  of 
the  causes^  which  contributed  to  shorten  his 
days. 

Amidst  the  greatest  violence  of  his  disorder^  Iil^ 
leading  concern  was  to  pray  for  his  enemies,  and 
to  prevent  the  infliction  of  any  punishment  in 
consequence  of  the  attempt  on  his  life.  So  sin- 
gular a  degree  of  virtue  made  a  great  impression 
on  two  gentlemen  in  the  retinue  of  the  Duke  of 
Bell^arde^  zealous  Calvinists,  and  ihen  of  talents ; 
they  had  been  moved  by  his  sermons ;  his  example 
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completed  their  conversiQn;  they  could  not  be- 
lieve, that  so  correct  an  ifaitator  of  the  paticfnce 
of  our  Redeemer,  cohld  either  misconceive  or 
adulterate  his  doctrine;  and  contrasting  the  pu- 
rity of  his  manners  witti  the  conduct  of  their 
ministers,  they  became  fully  convinced,  thar  true 
faith  must  exist,  where  they  observed  such  a  bril- 
liant assemblage  of  virtues.  Their  conversion 
wa«  followed  by  a  great  number  of  others ;  but 
this  success  contributed  only  to  inflame  the  hatred 
of  the  Calvinists.  '  Francis  abated  nothing  of  his 
zeal ;  he  took  not  even  any  additional  precautions 
of  security;  and  he  did  not  leave  the  country,  till 
he  had  gained  a  considerable  number  of  souls  to 
God,  established  churches  and  pastors,  and  adopted 
eveiy  measure,  calculated  to  introduce  the  splen- 
dor of  the  Catholic  religion.  From  Gex,  he 
returned  to  Annecy;  but  he  soon  left  it  again, 
and  performed  on  foot  a  journey  of  twelve  long 
leagues,  to  visit  our  Lady^s  of  Thonon,  in  order 
to  return  thanks  to  God  for  the  benefit  of  health, 
which  he  had  recovered,  and  for  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Catholic  religion  in  the  bailiwick  of 
Gex. 


As  this  citv  ^nd  Chablais,  of  which  it  is  the 
capital,  were  indebted  to  him  for  their  return  to 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  as  he  had  obtained  for 
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thenr  many  favours  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  he 
was  there  received  with  the  greatest  demonstra- 
tions of  joy.     He  had  not  been  in  that  city  since 
his  elevation  to  the  episcopacy;  a  circumstance, 
which  induced  the  magistrates  jto  propose  a  public 
oiliy;  but  Francis,  whose  humility  rendered  hyn 
averse  to  worldly  honours,  &nd  who  knew  how  to 
support  14s  dignity  by  othCr  means,  declined  the 
intended  favour;  he  ente/ed  on  foot  followed  by 
one  servant,  thus  exhibiting  more  lustre  ^by  his 
distinguished  virtue,  than  he  could  have  derived 
from  the  most  pompous  equipage.     A  general 
concourse  from  the  whble  province  proceeded  to 
meet  him ;  and  the  city  of  Thonon  much  altered 
from  what  it  had  been  before,   shewed  him  as 
great  honour,  as  it  had  formerly  testified  hatred 
and  contempt.     He  succeeded  in  strengthening 
w  the  faith,  those  who  were  yfet  weak ;  he  com- 
pletely softened   the  bitterness^  which  had  been 
lurking  in  the  hearts  of  soliffe,  who  conceived  the 
city  to  have  been  ill  used ;  he  made  himself  all  to 
*U,  to  gain  all  to  Christ. 

*  As  he  was  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  to* 
return  to  Annecy,  two  canons  regular  from  the 
Abbey  of  Six,  came  to   pay  him  a  visit.     TMs 
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Abbey  is  situated  in  a  low  part  of  the  Barouy  of 
Fossigny,  Ijetween  ru^ed  mountains^  of  a  consi- 
derable height;  which  are  always  covered  with 
ice  of  such  thickness^  as  never  yields  to  the  rays 
of  the  sun.  Sometimes  indeed  in  the  greatest 
heats  of  summer^  it  is  known  to^ielt^  ^d  to  fall 
with  so  tremendous  a  noise,  that  the  whole 
coimtry  appears  threatened  with  destruction.  An 
eternal  winter  reigns  in  those  desolate  spots,  and 
renders  them  inaccessible  during  the  greatest  part 
of  the  year.  This  frightful  situation  had  been 
chosen,  many  centuries  ago,  by  Ponce,  of  the  il-* 
lustrious  house  of  the  Barons  of  Fossignjr,  but 
more  distinguished  by  his  piety,  in  order  to  live 
in  perfect  seclusion ;  he  had  built  the  Abbey  of 
Six,  and  had  endowed  it  with  considerable  reve- 
mies;  he  afterwards  died  in  the  reputation  of 
sanctity.  Piety  had  long  reigned  in  that  holy 
place.  9ut  there  is  nothing,  with  which  human 
wrakness  is  sooner  dM|^sted,  than  with  strict 
regularity.  In  the  process  of  time,  the  canons 
regular  of  this  Abbey,  degenerated  from  the  virtue 
of  their  fathers.  The  institute  was  now  on  the 
decline,  when  James  of  Mouxy,  succeeding  to  the 
regular  superiors,  was  first  appoiuted  commeiida- 
tary  Abbot  of  the  monastery,  tie  claimed  r^ular 
jurisdiction ;  the  chapter  opposed  the  claim,  and 
appealed   from  his    aftempts    to  the  Senate   of 
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Chamberry.  All  regular  jurisdiction  was  denied 
him ;  and  the  canons^  without  a  superior^  aban- 
doned themselves  to  every  species  of  disorder. 

It  was  to  address  complaints  to  the  holy  prelate, 
and  to  entreat  bim  to  apply  a  remedy^  that  the 
two  canons,  who  have  been  mentioned,  came  to 
pay  him  a  visit.  After  a  long  detail  of  the  irrer 
gularities  of  their  brethren,  they  represented,  that, 
as  there  was  no  regular  abbot,  he  had  a  right  to 
visit  the  Abbey,  and  to  make  what  regulations  he 
should  judge  necessary  for  the  re-establishment  of 
order,  and  for  the  purpose  of  banishing  scandals 
from  the  house  of  God;  that  he  alone  could 
apply  a  remedy  to  evils  of  such  a  magnitude; 
that  they  laid  it  upon  his  conscience;  and  that  as 
to  tfaemsdves,  they  had  discharged  their  duty,  by 
the  information  which  they  had  given. 

The  holy  prelate  was  affected  with  their  remon* 
strances,  and  instantly  departed  to  visit  the  Abbey 
of  Six ;  he  found  affairs,  in  the  deplorable  situ- 
ation, which  had  been  represented.  But  as  his 
prudence  corresponded  with  his  zeal,  he  thought 
that  by  doing  too  much  he  should  accomplish 
nothing;  that  it  was  the  same  with  respect  to  the 
disorders  of  the  heart  and  of  the  mind,  that  it 
ever  became  necessary  to  proportion  the  remedies 
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to  the  strength  of  the  patient;  and  that  if  he 
should  lay  on  these  canons  too  heayy  a  load,  they 
would  not  fail  to  shake  it  off  on  the  first  occasion. 
On  the  other  side,  the  chapter,  taken  unawares  and 
without  counsel,  eyen  softened  by  the  amiable 
mildness  and  politeness  of  the  prelate,  receited 
his  visit  and  subjected  therosdves  to  the  regular 
tions,  which  he  thought  proper  to  make.  Thtis 
in  a  few  days,  order  was  re-established  in  this 
house. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  the*  report  of  the  arrival 
of  Francis  at  the  Abbey  of  Six  had  been  spread  in 
Fossigny,  and  persons  came  from  every  quarter 
to  pay  their  respects.  Among  others  he  received- 
the  deputies  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  valley,  situ- 
ated about  three  leagues  from  the  mcmastery; 
they  acquainted  him  with  a  most  distressful  acci- 
dent, which  had  lately  taken  place.  As  the  pro- 
vince is  full  of  mountains  of  a  very  considerable 
height,  the  summits  of  two  of  these  mountains 
had  given  way,  and  crushed  in  their  fall  several 
villages^  many  olf  the  inhabitants,  and  a  great 
number  of  flocks^  which  constituted  the  riches  of 
the  country.  They  added,  that  being  reduced  by 
this  accident  to  extreme  poverty,  and  unable  to 
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pay  their  taxes^  they  had  applied  to  the  trea- 
sury of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  obtain  a  release; 
that  their  application  had   been  fruitless;    that 
so  far  from  gaining  redress^  they  were  summoned 
to  remit  what  they  were  absolutely  unable  to  pay; 
that  they  had  reason  to  thinks  either  that  the  evil  ^ 
was  not  believed  to  be  so  severe  as  it  proved^  or 
that  their  state  of  poverty  and  wretchedness  was 
deemed  a  misrepresentation.     They  therefore  en- 
treated him  to  send  persons  on  the  spot^  to  verify 
the  facts^  that  agreeably  to  the  report  he  might 
receive^  he  might  be  enabled  to  write  to  the  Duke 
ia  their  fiivour. 

Francis  who  had  a  most  feeling  heart  for  the 
miseries  of  his  neighbour^  was  sensibly  affected 
with  this  tale  of  disaster^  and  offered  instantly  to  go 
to  afford  consolation^  and  administer  all  the  relief 
in  his  power.  These  poor  sufferers  opposed  his 
design,  by  representing  the  country  to  be  so 
rugged  and  impassable^  that  a  horse  could  never 
travd  over  it.  The  holy  prelate  asked  them,  if 
they  were  not  come  from  the  place ;  they  replied, 
that  they  wtre  poor  people,  accustomed  to  such 
&tigue.  '^  And  as  to  me,"  answered  Francis, 
''  my  children,  I  am  your  father,  obliged  to  pro- 
vide for  your  consolation  and  your  wants.''  He 
accordingly,  in  spite  of  every  remonstrance  which 
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could  be  made^  departed  v^ith  them  on  foot. 
Any  person  but  himself  livould  have  repented  of  the 
undertaking ;  a  whole  day  was  necessary  to  go  the 
three  leagues  from  the  Abbey  of  Six  to  the  valley. 
The  disaster  was  even  greater  than  it  had  been* 
represented.  The  inhabitants  reduced  to  extreme 
poverty^  retained  scarcely  the  appearance  of  human 
beings ;  they  were  in  a  general  want  of  clothes>, 
houses^  and  subsistence.  Francis  mingled  his 
tears  with  those  of  the  sufferers ;  he  consoled  them^ 
he  gave  them  all  the  money^  which  he  had  brought 
with  him^  and  promised  to  write  to  the  Duke  in 
their  favour.  He  performed  his  promise^  an4 
succeeded  to  the  full  extent  of  his  request. 

But  if  Francis  was  affected  with  the  misfor- 
tunes of  these  poor  sufferers,  they  were  no  less 
struck  at  his  ardent  charity ;  they  had  never  seen 
any  of  their  Bishops^  and  perhaps  not  one  of  his 
predecessors  had  visited  that  inhospitable  land. 
They  were  charmed  with  the  mildness^  which  was 
painted  on  his  countenance^  and  appeared  in  his 
conversation  and  ih  all  his  actions;  and  they  . 
could  not  sufficiently  admire  the  patience  and  the 
joy^  with  which  he  endured  their  coarse  and 
disgusting  food^  and  their  half  ruined  cottages^ 
which  they  themselves  with  difficulty  inhabited. 
The  holy  prelate  had  the  satisfaction  of  observing; 
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that  tbe  Catholic  religion  had  been  maintained 
among  them^  with  the  exception  of  some  super- 
stitions, which  he  was  careful  to  remove.  On 
his  return  to  Thonon^  he  passed  again  by  the 
Abbey  of  Si:sc,  where  he  made  some  additional 
relations,  which  he  judged  necessary  to  support 
ihe  good  or4^,  that  he  had  established  in  that 
place. 

The  canons  submitted  to  them  with  apparent 
obsequiousness;  but  as  nothing  is  mote  difficult 
than  completely  to  renounce  libertinism,  parti- 
cilarly  when  such  a  course  has  been  followed  by 
the  violation  of  the  duties  of  a  holy  state,  they 
were  no  sooner  apprised  of  the  return  of  Francis 
to  Annecy,  than  they  appealed  to  the  Senate  of 
Chamberry  against  all. the  regula):ions^  which  he 
had  introduced.  Notwithstanding  bis  aversion 
to  legal  proceedings^  he  prosecuted  this  affair, 
and  finally  obtained  a  decree,  which  confirmed 
his  r^ulations^  and  gave  him  the  power  of 
refomiing  the  Abbey.  Francis^  who  was  pos- 
sessed of  firmness^  when  lenient  measures  were 
found  ineffectual,  now  resumed  his  plan  of  refor- 
mation. He  experienced  some  resistance ;  but  he 
at  length  succeeded  in  his  purpose^  by  distri- 
buting those  who  were  the  most  hostile  to  his 
measures,  among  other  houses  of  the  order;  and 
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by  substituting  in  their  pjace  persons 'of  exem- 
plary conduct,  whose  lives  afterwards  afibrded 
great  edification. 

*  Francis  had  scarcely  adjusted  this  afikir, 
when  he  received  letters  from  Dijon.  The  mayor 
and  the  magistrates  were  not  disl)^rtened  with 
the  refusal  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy;  they  applied  to 
the  parliament  to  support  their  request^  and  wrote 
at  the  same  time  very  urgent  letters  to  his  High- 
ness^ in  erder  to  obtain  his  consent^  that  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva  should  preach  the  ensuing  lent 
in  their  city.  The  Duke  could  no  longer  peraiist 
in  his  refusal.  He  yielded  to  their  entreaties; 
and  the  mayor  and  magistrates  apprised  the  holy 
prelate  of  the  result^  by  the  letters  to  which  we 
have  alluded.  Francis  in  answer  informed  them^ 
that  as  the  only  obstacle^  which  prevented  his 
compliance  with  their  wishes^  was  now  removed^ 
he  would  not  fail  to  repair  to  Dijon  for  the 
beginning  of  lent. 

As  his  time  of  preparation  for  this  great  work 
was  shqrt^  he  was  obliged  to  leave  Annecy,  where 
he  was .  perpetually   immersed   in  business ;    he 

retired  to  the  Castle  of  Sales,    to  enjoy  more 
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leisure  for  study  and  pf ayer.     These  two  objects 
he  never  separated;   and  though  he  never  ne- 
glected prayer^  he  studied^  but  more  at  the  feet 
of  his  crucifix^  than  in  books.     It  was  thenee  he 
derived  that  zeal^  and  that  pathetic  eloqueDce^ 
which  gained  the  hearty   while  it  subdued  the 
understanding.    He  had  formed  a  holy  habit  oi 
lecGfllection  and  of  the  most  sublime  ccmtempU- 
Hm ;  and  he  had  so  far  made  himself  master  of 
his  imagination  and  .his  saises^  that  they  raised 
00  obstacle  to  the  impression^  which  God  de- 
signed to  make  on  his  mind  and  on  his  heart, 
^fidelity  in  correspondii^  with  the  motions  of 
grace  always  attracted  new  blessings;  and  Hie 
purity  ^of  bis  heart  enabled  biip  to  hold  with  Grod 
those  intimate  communications^  once  so  frequent^ 
but  now  so  rare  in  the  Christian  world.     Indeed 
those  who  observe  in  the  scriptures^  those  appa- 
ritioDs^  those  visions^  that  knowledge  of  futur^  and 
distant  things,  granted  to  so  many  Saints  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament,  finally  those  ordinary 
communications  betwe^i  God  and  man,  cannot 
but  wonder,   and  with  reason,    that  they  have 
ceased^  or  at  least,  that  they  are  by  no  means  so 
coDunon.     A  species    of    incredulity    has    evea 
arism  on  this  subject;  and  those  who  pretend  to 
ha?e  had  revelations,  are  without  ceremony  treated 
as  persons  of  visionary  minds,  and  the  historiaas^ 
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who  record  them^  are  considered  as  writers  of  a 
bad  taste. 

.  It  is  true  that  credit  is  not  to  be  given  to  all 
liinds  of  Spirits;  that  much  light  and  discern- 
ment are  necessaiy  on  so  nice  a  subject ;  that  too 
much  credulity  in  concerns  of  this  nature  wohM 
be  dangerous^  and  would  immediately  lead  to 
fimaticism ;  but  it  would  be  an  opposite  extreme, 
to  deny  all  communication  of  this  nature  between 
God  and  his  Saints,  those  chosen  souls,  those  pure 
hearts,  which  He  has  Himself  formed,  and  with 
so  much  comjriacency  filled  with  His  own  heait 
and  His  love.*  .  We  shall  therrfore  make  no  dif- 
ficulty in  recording  what  all  the  historians  of 
St.  Francis  of  Sales  rdate  to  have  happened  in  his 
letirement  at  the  Castle.  It  is  a  vision,  with 
which  it  pleased  Grod  to  &vour  him,  respecting 
the  Older  ci  the  Visitation,  of  which  he  vras  one 
day  to  be  the  founder.  They  affirm,  that,  as  he 
was  once  engaged  in  profound  meditation,  and 
was  praying  with  his  usual  fervour,  that  he  might 
become  useful  in  promoting  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  salvation  of  souls,  whom  He  had  been  pleased 
to  redeem  vrith  His  blood,  Crod  made  knovm  to 
him,  that  he  diould  one  day  establish  a  new  order 

•Aag.efSate.    Book  V.    Anon.    Book  IL 
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of  Nons^  who  should  edify  the  Church  hy  fhe 
splendor  of  their  virtues^  and  perpetuate  to  the 
latest  posterity  bis  spir})!^  bis  sentiments  and  bis 
maxims.  These  writers  add^  tbat  God  made 
known  to  him  the  principal  persons^  who  were  to 
8ec(md  him  in  his  design  ;  and  tbat  this  impression 
was  BO  clear  in  bis  mind^  that  he  afterwards 
recc^ised  the  Baroness  de  Chantal^  as  the  person 
whom  God  had  destined  to  be  tb^  first  Nun  of  the 
Bew  «rder.  She  was  at  that  time  at  Dijon^to  which 
place  she  had  been  attracted  by  the  reputation 
of  the  holy  prelate^  who  was  to  preacK  the  l#nt ; 
and  jft^that  eity  was  formed  that  holy  connection, 
€)f  which  the  circumstances  will  be  related  in  the 
aeveBlh  book  of  this  history. 

In  the  mean  time^  as  lent  approached^  Francis, 
liavitig  adjusted  the  affairs  of  his  diocess^  departed 
fbr  Dijon.  He  was  there  received  with  extraor- 
dinary honours  by  the  city  and  the  parliament ; 
and  preached  with  a  degree  of  applause^  which 
attracted  thither  the  nobility  and  the  people  from 
the  neighbourhood.  The  largest  churches  were 
scarcely  sufficient  to  contain  the  people  who 
crowded  to  his  sermons ;  and^  what  was  extremely 
observable,  the  Calvinists^  who  were  numerous 
at  Dijon,  cama  in  great  crowds  as  well  as  the 
Catholics.     This  engaged-him  to  discuss  several 
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^points  of  eontrovCTsy;  an  exercise^  in  which  he 
.excelled ;  and  he  acquitted  himself  with  se  muph 
energy  and  eloquence^  tkat  considerable  numbers 
.were  converted^  and  returned  to  the  Catholic 
:Church.  / 

r  ■  '  ■  •    ■ 

.  The  ministers  of  the  reformed  religion,  beheld 
this  success  with  considerable  eneasiness;  but 
there  was  no  method  of  stopping  its  progress^  but 
by  agreeing  to  a  public  conference^  to  which 
Francis  had  so  often  invited  them  to  report. 
Many  were  tempted  to  try  the  experiment;  .but 
reflecting  that  they  would  have  to  deal  wijbh  tbe 
Apostle  of  Chablais^  With  a  man  so  celebtated 
by  the  great  number  of  conversions,  which,  he  had 
made^  they  thought  it  a  more  secure  method  to 
declaim  against  him  in  their  sermons.  Affairs 
would  have  remained  in  this  situation^  if  pne  pf 
them  more  presumptuous  than  the  rest^  had  not 
offered  to  commence  a  discussion.  .  Francis  ac- 
cepted the  challenge;  and  (lie  conference  was 
postponed  till  after  Easter,  as  the  occupations  of 
the  holy  prelate  did  not  permit  him  to  attend  at  an 
earlier  period.  The  members  of  the  consistory 
were^xtremely  mortified,  that  the  minister  should 
ei^gage  in  such  a  concern  without  their  participa- 
tion. He  was  given  to  understand,  that  if  eny 
one  were  selected  to  defend  the  coaamon  caus^i  he 
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would  not  be  the  person ;  and  a  prohibition  wm 
gWen  to  faim^  to  keep  the  engagement  which  lie 
had  made.  When  the*  time  agreed  upoo  was 
ccHne^  the  ministar  made  not  his  appearance ;  and 
Francis  desired  the  Baron  of  Luz  and  many  other 
persons  of  distinction^  who  had  witnessed  the 
challenge  of  the  minister^  to  keep  that  circum* 
stance  in  their  minds. 

Whateyer  fatigue  the  holy  prelate  experienced 
4n  preaching  daily^  and  in  giving  answers  to  such 
as  came  to  consult  him^  his  zeal  was  not  satisied ; 
he  spmt  hig  afternoons  in  visiting  the  hospitals  of 
the  city^  and  of  the  suburbs,  to  console  and 
imtruct  the  sick ;  he  often  heard  their  confessions, 
and  administered  the  sacraments.  No  distress^  no 
want  escaped  his  attention ;  and  it  was  deemed 
incomprehoisible^  how  a  single  man  could  be 
equal  to  such  multiplied  ticcupations. 

When  the  holidays  of  Easter  were  passed^  and 
Francis  was  on  the  eye  of  his  departure  for 
Annecy;  the  city  came  in  a  body  to  thank  him, 
and  made  an  offer  of  a  service  of  plate,  which 
had  been  procured^  for  the  purpose  of  testifying 
thijr  acknowle^ments.  Francis  looked  at  it, 
and  applauded  the  workmuiship ;  but  in  spite  of 
evoy  sdi^fation,  that  could  be  niade,  he  could 
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not  be  persuaded  to  accept  the  present.  He 
observed  to  them^  in  bis  own  excuse^  that  God 
had  ordered  him  to  gire  gratuitously^  what  he 
had  received  from  His  infinite  mercy^  without  any 
cost ;  that  he  had  never  taken  any  thing  for  his 
sermons^  and  that  he  would  not  now  begin^  hj 
availing  himself  of  the  kindness  of  his  friends^  to 
derive  any  temporal  advantage  from  his  ministry ; 
that  however  if  they  absolutely  insisted^  that  be 
should  receive  any  recompence  for  his  labour,  he 
asked  a  favour^  which  was  infinitely  more  valu- 
able to  him  than  all  the  money  they  could  ofier ; 
that  it  consisted  in  their  kind  remembrance  of  him 
in  their  prayers^  and  in  preserving  for  him  those 
sentiments  of  friendship^  with  which  he  had  been 
so  greatly  honoured.  The  majror  unable  to  over* 
come  his  resolution,  desired  him  to  say,  how  he 
would  wish  the  present  to  be  disposed  of.  Francis 
replied,  that  the  act  of  disposing  of  it,  would 
amount  to  an  acceptance ;  that  he  left  it  to  their 
charity  to  employ  it  in  the  manner,  they  should 
judge  most  expedient.  This  was  nothing  more 
than  to  express,  in  concealed  terms,  that  it  should 
be  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  charity.  His  in- 
tention was  followed,  and  the  value  of  the  plate 
was  distributed  among  the  poor.  *  The  contempt 
of  riches  has  always  been  deemed  the  mark  of  a 
great  soul ;  but  it  is  unquestionably  true,  that  it 
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is  likewise  the  roost  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
purest  virtue.  As  wealth  infallibly  procures 
every  other  temporal  blessing,  it  cannot  become 
an  object  of  contempt  without  rising  above  every 
tbingy  that  can  flatter  the  senses.  Thus  the 
refusal  cf  the  holy  prelate  to  accept  the  intended 
present  of  the  city  of  Dijon^  was  considered  with 
peculiar  esteem,  as  tliose,  who  witnessed  it^  felt 
themselves  incapable  of  imitating  such  conduct. 

On  his  return  to  Annecy^  he  gave  a  still  more 
striking  proof  of  the  contempt,  with  which  he 
was  impressed  for  riches,  and  for  dignities,  which 
night  raise  him  in  the  estimation  of  mankind. 
The  r^utation,  which  he  had  acquired  at  Dijon, 
bad  reached  the  court  of  France,  and  had 
awakened  in  the  heart  of  Henry  IV.  the  esteem 
and  friendship,  which  he  had  formerly  felt  for 
this  great  man.  He  spobe  on  the  subject  to 
Deshayes,  the  intimate  friend  of  Francis,  who  has 
been  mentioned ;  and  he  gave  it  to  him  in  charge 
to  write  to  the  holy  prelate  in  his  name,  that  if 
he  would  come  to  Paris,  he  would  prove  to  him, 
that  he  had  not  forgotten  him,  and  that  he  in- 
tended to  bestow  on  him  a  considerable  Abbey, 
not  doubting  that  he  would  make  a  better  use 
of  his  reveimes,  than  any  other  person,  on  whom 
it  might  be  con^rred.     Deshayes  acquitted  him- 
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self  of  the  commission  with  joy;  but  Francis 
rep}ied>  that  he  wished  him  to  make  to  his  nia* 
jesty^  acknowledgments  proportioned  to  the  kind- 
ness with  which  he  graciously  designed  to  honour 
him ;  that  he  feared  riches  as  much  as  others 
could  desire  them ;  that  the  less  he  should  possess^  ' 
for  the  less  he  should  have  to  answer ;  that  the 
slender  revenue  which  he  had  was  sufficient^  and 
that  more  would  only  serve  to  create  embarrass-' 
ment; 

This  refusal  did  not  abate  the  ardour  of  this 
great  King^  in  discovering  some  means  of  serving 
the  holy  prelate ;  and  he  ordered  Deshayes^  ta 
tell  him  again  by  letter^  that  if  he  declined  the 
Abbey^  he  would  not  certainly  refuse  a  Cardinal's  . 
hat^  which  it  was  his  intention  to  solicit  for  him/ 
But  this  d^ity^  the  highest  object  of  ambition  to 
the  most  aspiring  clergymen^  was  not  sufficient  to 
tempt  him;  he  said  to  Deshayes  in  answer^  that 
his  majesty  was  willing  to  do  him  an  honour^  of 
which  he  was  unworthy  ;  that  he  had  been  raised 
against  his  will  to  the  episcopacy  ;  that  God  was 
his  witness  with  respect  to  the  violence^  which 
had  been  offered  him ;  that  a  greater  dignity 
would  overpower  him ;  that  he  knew  his  propor- ' 
tion  of  strength^  and  his  deficieney  in  virtue ;  that 
self-love  and  vanity^  from  which  no  breast  is  free> 
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needed  not  io  be  flattered ;  that  they  vrere  already 
but  too  strong,  and  that  it  was  not  his  purpose, 
to  raise  fresh  obstacles  to  his  salvation.   He  added 
wiHx  4hat  freedom,  which  he  always  shewed  to 
his  friends,    that  he  would  willingly  wear  a  red 
robe,   if  the  cloth  eoiild  be  dyed  with  his  own 
Uood,  shed  for  the  Faith  and  for  the  salvation 
of  his  ne%hbour;  that  as  to  the  Carchnal's  hat» 
if  it  wei^  but  thnte  steps  from  him,  he  wenld 
not  go  so  far  to  take  it;  that  he  did  not  des- 
pise the  dignity,    which  was  offered,   but  that* 
greatness  did  not  suit  him ;  that  every  one  ought 
to  know  himsdf;  and  that  he  was  convinced, 
fluit  God  had  not  made  him  for  the  enjoyment  of 
honours. 

*  When  the  an^er  of  Francis  was  reported 
to  Heniy  the  Great,  he  admired  it,  and  could  not 
hdp  observing,  that  hitherto  he  had  believed 
himself  superior  to  all  those  whom  he  was  enabled 
to  oblige;  but  that  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  by  that 
happy  independence,  in  which  his  virtue  placed 
him,  was  raised  as  much  above  him,  as  he  was 
elevated  by  his  situation  above  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. 


*  Anon.     Book  II. 
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Francis  the  year  following  preacbed  the  lent  at 
La  Roche,  a  small  town  of  his  diocess.  This 
great  man^  who  had  been  admired  at  the  Court  of 
France^  at  Paris  and  at  Dijon^  was  delighted 
with  preaching  to  simple  but  docile  souls;  and  on 
that  subject  he  said^  when  he  observed  his  au- 
dience consist  of  peasants^  of  mechanics  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  yillag^s^  that  they  were  of  the 
description  of  persons,  to  whom  Christ  himsetf 
had  preached ;  that  He  scarcely  had  been  observed 
to  deliver  His  divine  word  to  the  great;  that  He 
had  appeared  at  court  butonce^  and  that  then 
He  had  been  treated  with  contempt;  that  after 
that  events  he  could  not  sufficiently  express  his 
astonishment^  that  preachers  should  court  splendid 
audiences;  and  that  after  all  that'^^ould  be  said^  i 
the  soul  of  a  peasant^  had  cost  our  Redeemer^  as 
much  as  that  of  a  prince.  Though  the  fatigue  of 
preaching  every  day  must  have  been  considerable^ 
in  the  time  of  a  fast^  which  he  observed  with 
rigour^  and  to  which  he  added  many  other 
austerities^  his  zeal  was  not  satisfied.^  Instead 
of  enjoying  a  reasonable  share  of  repose^  after  the 
labour  of  preachings  he  assembled  the  Curates 
and  Ecclesiastics  of  the  neighbourhood ;  he  held 
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conferences  with  them  on  cases  of  conscience^ 
and  instructed  them  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Church.  This  labour  was  followed  by  another; 
he  terminated  their  suits^  composed  their  dif- 
feroices^  visited  the  poor  and  the  sick.  If  to  this 
be  added  the  time  he  allotted  to  prayer^  a  duty 
which  be  never  omitted^  and  that  portion,  which 
he  devoted  to  study,  it  will  be  ea3y  to  judge 
that  he  had  but  little  left  for  repose. 

During  his  stay  at  La  Roche,  he  gave  an  ex- 
ample of  charity,  which  will  not  perhaps  appear 
remnrkable  to  many,  but  which  was  certainly 
meritorious  in  the  sight  of  God.  Among  the 
poor,  who  came  daily  to  receive  charity  at  his 
.door,  there  was  a  person,  who  had  been  deaf  and 
dumb  from  his  nativity;  he  was  a  man,  who  led 
an  innocent  life,  and  not  being  destitute  of  under- 
standing, was  sometimes  employed  in  performing 
menial  services.  As  it  was  known  that  the  holy 
prelate  was  fond  of  the  poor,  this  man  was  some- 
times introduced  at  his  repast,  to  give  him  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  express  his  meaning  by 
signs,  and  comprehend  those,  that  were  made  by 
others.  Francis,  affected  at  his  wretched  condi- 
tion, ordered  that  he  should  be  taken  into  his 
household,  and  attended  to  with  great  care.  It 
was  observed  to  him,  that  he  needed  not  such  a 

VOL.   II.  F 
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burden^  and  that  the  poor  object  would  be  per- 
fectly useless :  ''  useless/'  replied  the  prelate^  '^  is 
the  practice  of  charity  to  be  accounted  nothing? 
The  more  God  has  afflicted  him^  the  more  he 
should  excite  our  pity;    if  we  were  in  his  situ- 
ation^ should  we  wish  others  to  observe  such  rigid 
economy  under  similar  circumstances  i"     He  was  ' 
accordingly  admitted  into    the  number   of  the 
domestics  of  the  holy  prelate^  who  kept  him  till 
his  death.    But  his  care  for  him  extended  farther; 
he  undertook  himself  to  instruct  him  by  signs,  in 
the  mysteries  of  faith ;  he  succeeded  in  that  busi- 
ness after  incredible  toil.     He  taught  him  to  make 
his  confession  by  signs^  and  would  himself  be  his 
confessor :  he  afterwards  admitted  him  to  commu- 
nion^ to  which  he  never  approached  but  with 
such  respect  and  devotion  as  gave  general  edi-  ^' 
fication.    He  survived  the  holy  prelate  but  a  short 
time^  and  died  of  grief  for  the  loss  of  so  good  a 
master. 

After  the  conclusion  of  lent^  Francis  returned 
to  Annecy,  for  the  Synod,  which  he  regularly 
held  every  year.  As  it  was  not  his  opinion^  that 
many  regulations  should  be  made^  but  that  it  was 
more  useful  to  enforce  the  observance  of  those^ 
which  had  been  framed  either  by  his  predecessors 
or  himself^  we  do  not  find  in  this  Synods   any 
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statute  worthy  of  observation.     It  may  be  briefly 
recorded^  that  he  was  extremely  exact  in  obstrTllig 
himaelC    what  he  prescribed  to  others.     '  Thu^ 
baring  ordained>  in  the  preceding  SynoJ^  that  the 
incumbents  should  be  careful  to    furnish  their 
churches  with  chalices  and  ciboriums  of  silver^ 
with  books  and  all  ornaments  necessary  for  the  de« 
ceut  performance  of  the  diyine  service,  and  having 
leamt  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  this  respect 
in  certain  churches,    which  he  was  obliged  to 
support,  he  gave  orders  that  provision  should  be 
instantaneously  made  for  that  purpose,  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  expenditure. 

He  jeceived  at  the  same  time  letters  from  Rome,. 
which  conveyed  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Pope 
Clement  VIII.  of  the  election  of  the  Cardinal  of 
Medici,  who  had  taken  the  name  of  Leo  XI. 
sLnd  of  the  determination  of  this  Pope  to  make 
him  Cardinal  on  the  first  promotion.  His  af- 
fliction at  the  last  part  of  the  intelligence  wa9 
F^portioned  to  his  extreme  aversion  to  dignities 
and  honours ;  he  begged  of  God  to  prevent  this 
circumstance,  and  not  to  permit  an  elevation, 
^hich  perhaps  would  render  him  less  humble  and 
less  agreeable  in  His  sight.  His  prayer  was  heard, 
but  in  a  manner  very  different  from  his  desires. 
I^  XL  was  the  same  Cardinal  of  Medici,  wha 
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after  having  concluded  the  treaty  of  Vervius^  had 
pMsed  by  Thonon^  \vhen  Francis  was  engaged  in 
the  celebrated  mission^  which  has  been  recorded ; 
the  Cardinal  afterwards  saw  him  at  Rome^  and 
became  better  acquainted  than  he  had  been  at 
Thonon^  with  the  whole  extent  of  his  merit  and 
virtue.  This  Cardinal  was  himself  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  characters  of  the  sacred  Col- 
lege^ by  his  birth,  his  great  talents^  and  his  very 
sincere  piety.  His  virtues  had  raised  him  to  the 
Holy  See ;  and  the  expectations  raised  by  his  ele- 
vation were  such,  as  a  Pontiff  of  the  most  eminent 
sanctity  naturally  excited;  his  intentions  were 
extremely  pure ;  they  were  directed  to  the  general 
good  of  Christendom,  and  to  the  reformation  of 
abuses.  In  order  to  carry  them  into  effect,  he 
bad  formed  a  plan  of  calling  to  his  assistance,  all 
those  whom  he  knew  to  be  distinguished  by  sanc- 
tity and  learning.  As  Francis  was  of  this  number, 
he  had  intended  to  make  him  Cardinal^  in  hopes 
that  this  dignity  would  enable  the  prelate  to  be 
constantly  about  him  without  scruple,  andtoai^ 
him  with  his  lights  and  his  advice. 

•        •         •  ' 

.  But  God,  whose  judgments  are  inscrutable, 
>vho  often  grants  long  life  to  the  impious,  while 
he  permits  good  people  to  be  carried  off  by  a  pre- 
mature djeath,  God,   whose  judgments,   though 
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little  conformable  to  our  weak  notions^  are  always 
adoraUe,  did  not  permit  that  this  great  PMtiff 
should  execute  his  good  purposes ;  he  died  twentf- 
seyen  days  after  his  election^  and  made  place  for 
Cardinal  Borghese^  who  took  the  name  of  Paul  V . 
He  was  one  of  the  friends  of  Francis ;  he  kn6w 
bis  merit  and  bis  virtue;  but  he  had  different 
Tiews  from  his  predecessor ;  he  always  honoured 
the  holy  prelate  with  his  esteem  and  his  protec- 
tion; but  he  did  no  more.  By  the  death  of 
Leo  XI.  Francis  was  delivered  from  the  fear  of 
being  made  Cardinal.  This  mannar  of  speaking 
wQl  ippear  singular  to  ambitious  minds^  to  those 
votaries  of  the  worlds  who  know  no  other  goods 
hcjond  the  present  life^  or  who  know  them  only 
to  n^ect  them^  and  to  give  a  decided  preference 
to  tenrestrial  objects.  The  just  man^  who  lives  by 
faitb^  has  far  different  sentiments ;  he  fears  whai 
the  world  desires^  he  avoids  what  it  covets ;  and 
wbolly  engrossed  with  the  greatness  and  eternity 
of  God,  as  the  holy  prelate  frequently  expressed 
himself,  he  <»mnot  comprehend,  how  such  at- 
tachment can  be  shewn  to  the  vain  and  perishable 
enjoyments  of  the  world.  These  dispositions  of 
Francis  were  so  well  known,  that  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  haVii^  heard  that  he  had  declined  the 
dignity  of  Cardinal,  could  not  help  saying,  that 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva  had  entirely  forgotten  the 
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worlflj  and  ^faat  he  remembered  the  court  of  Itis 
Sovereign^  only  when  he  said  mass^  and  b^;ged 
of  God  to  sanctify  it. 

He  received  about  this  time  letters  from  the 
senate  of  Cbamberry,  by  ^bich  he  was  requested 
to  do  for  bis  country,  what  be  had  done  for  France, 
and  to  honour  their   city  with    his   preaching, 
during  the  ensuing  lent,  agreeably  to  what  he  had 
performed  so  latdy  for  the  city  of  Dijon.    Francis 
answered  this  demand  with  his  usual  politeness, 
by  complying  with  the  request.     But  while  he 
was  making  preparations  for  this   new  labour, 
Vespasiari  Ajazza,  Abbot  of  Abondance,  came  to 
pay  him  a  visit.     He  was  a  man  of  exemplary 
piety,  and  of  consummate  prudence  and  mildness 
of  character ;    he  had  been  long  the  intimate 
friend  of  the  holy  prelate,  and  undertook  nothing 
of  moment  without  his  advice,     H^  beheld  with 
uneasiness  for  several  years,  the  want  of  regularity 
in  his  religious.     They  were  not  addicted  to  great 
disorders ;  but  th^  led  a  life,  very  remote  from 
the  sanctity  of  the  rule  of  St.  Augustine,  which 
they  professed.     However,  as  they  were  all  very 
old,  he  had  not  judged  it  expedient  to  oblige 
them  to  observances,  that  had  not  yet  been  prac* 
tised;  this  condescension,  which  arose  from  no 
other  motive  than  his  aversion  to  give  pain  to  his 
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re1igioiis>  was  to  him  a  subject  of  great  dis- 
quietude; and  he  came  to  consult  the  holy  prelate 
on  the  plan^  which  should  be  adopted  to  re- 
establish order  in  his  Abbey  *  Francis^  who 
was  meekness  itself^  commended  the  moderation 
of  the  Abbot ;  and  as  it  was  his  maxim^  that  if 
any  deviation  from  the  straight  line  of  duty  took 
place^  it  was  better  that  it  should  arise  from  too 
much  mildness^  than  from  an  excess  of  severity, 
he  advised  him  not  to  molest  his  religious;  he 
added  however,  that  in  his  opinion,  order  should 
be  re-established  in  the  Abbey  in  future;  that 
for  such  a  purpose  it  became  necessary  to  grant 
pensions  to  the  religious,  and  oblige  them  to 
surrender  the  monastery  to  a  reformed  congr^a- 
tion,  which  might  be  introduced ;  that  he  knew 
of  no  persons  better  calculated  to  promote  the 
object  in  view,  than  the  Feuillans,  though  of  a 
different  order ;  that,  if  he  approved  of  this  plan, 
he  himself  would  undertake  to  write  to  the  Pope, 
to  obtain  the  bulls  necessary  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  The  Abbot  gave  his  approbation  to  the 
expedient;  Francis  wrote  to  his  Holiness;  the 
bulls  were  sent ;  the  Feuillans  were  established 
in  the  Abbey  of  Abondance,  where  they  exist  at 
the  present  day,  giving  great  edification. 


*  AnoD.     Book  II- 
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While  these  transactions  were  taking  place^ 
Francis  was  incessantly  engaged  in  his  desi^  of 
performing  the  general  visitation  of  his  diocess. 
He  knew  that  it  formed  one  of  the  leading  duties 
of  Bishops;  and  he  had  perpetually  before  his 
eyes  this  advice  of  the  Apostle  :  Take  heed  to 
yourselves^  and  to  the  whole  flock,  wherein  the 
Holy  Ghost  has  placed  i/ou*  Having  therefore 
collected  the  different  statements^  which  he  had 
ordered  to  be  prepared^  or  which  he  had  drawn 
up  himself^  he  d^arted  on  the  fifteenth  of 
October^  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  five^  to  b^in  this  great  work;  for  he  had 
not  any  prospect  of  completing  it  till  his  return 
from  Chamberry.  The  diocess  of  Geneva  is  of 
considerable  extent^  and  very  populous ;  abound- 
ing with  a  great  number  of  cities^  towns  and  vil- 
lages; a  part  of  it  is  covered  with  mountains  of 
an  immense  height^  and  of  difficult  access.  It  is 
observable^  that  the  temperature  of  the  air  is  so 
different^  that  there  are  places  covered  with  snow^ 
and  ice^  while  others  are  scorched  with  the  rays 
of  the  sun^  and  are  remarkable  for  extreme  heat. 
A  part  of  this  diocess  extends  to  Switzerland^  in- 
habited principally  by  Lutherans  and  Calvinists ; 
another  part  reaches  to  Savoy,  and  a  third  beyond 


•  Acts  20.  28. 
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the  Rhone  to  the  domiQions  of  His  Christian 
Majesty. 

*  It  was  to.  this  part  that  the  holy  prelate 
proceeded  first;  he  allotted  at  least  an  entire  day 
to  the   visit   of   each    parish.     He  said    mass^ 
preaehed^   gave  confirmation^    explained  himself 
the  catechism  to  the  children^  in  order  to  >  teach 
the  curates  by  his  example  the  importance  of  this 
fonction^  on  which  the  greatest  part  of  clergymen 
do  not  set  that  value  which  it  merits ;  and  he 
heard  the  confessions  of  all  those,  who  applied  to   * 
him.    Such  a  multiplicity  of  occupations  did  not 
prevent  him  from  taking  great  care  to  obtain  in* 
formation^    concerning   the   irreguUtrities  which 
prevailed  in  families.     He  laboured  to  re-establish 
peace  between  married  people^    a  good  under- 
standing between  parents  and  children^  servants 
and  masters^  and  to  reconcile  those^  whose  inve* 
terate  enmities  gave  public  scandal.    The  extreme 
mildness  of  his  character  gained  him  access  to  all 
hearts.    Nothing  escaped  his  charitable  vigilance ; 
the  poor^  the  sick^  the  imprisoned^  felt  its  influ- 
ence.    He  relieved  some  by  his  alms ;  he  soothed 
otiiers  by  his  attentive  care ;  he  benefitted  others 
bj  his  credit.     But  his  priticipal  concern  was 
— ■ —  ■  I. .  .*i 
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employed  in  knowing  thoroughly  and  regulating 
the  conduct  of  the  pastors  of  the  difierent 
churches^  which  he  visited;  and  this  was  the 
leading  purpose  of  the  notes  and  memorials^  which 
be  had  prepared;  and  which  he  always  consulted 
before  he  entered  the  places  of  his  visit.  He 
shewed  the  greatest  honour^,  to  those  among  the 
curates^  who  led  an  irreproachable  life,  and  per- 
formed in  a  spirit  of  holiness  the  duties  of  their 
ministry.  He  encouraged  the  good,  he  strength- 
ened the  weak ;  and  notwithstanding  his  extreme 
mildness,  h6  threatened  with  rigorous  punish- 
ment, those  who  gave  scandal,  or  against  whom 
just  complaints  had  been  made.  He  afterwards 
prepared  ne^  memorials  from  his  own  observa- 
tions, and  occasionally  consulted  them,  to  prevent 
any  misconception. 

He  performed  all  his  Visits  on  foot,  and  never 
incumbered  himself  with  baggage,  or  with  any 
articles,  which  might  supply  the  want  of  ne- 
cessaries, which  he  often  experienced  in  poor 
places;  the  meanest  cottage  was  that  which  he 
always  chose  for  himself;  and  after  such  various 
fatigues,  he  was  frequently  reduced  to  the  neces- 
sity of  sleeping  upon  straw.  These  inconve- 
niences never  aflfected  him,  except  as  far  as  they 
were   felt  by  his  attendants;   this  was'  the  only 
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source  of  his  uneasiness;  for  as  to  himself^  when 

^7'P%  ^'^^^  expressed  in  consequence  of  the  h^d 

iftooommodations^  which  he  often  founds  or  of  the 

tnoonveniences  which  he  was  obliged  to  suffer, 

be  apswered  with  a  holy  joy,  that  he  had  never 

yet  met  with  a  lodging  as  incommodious  as  the 

stable  of  Bethlehem,  nor  with  a  bed  as  rough,  as 

that  of  the  cross;  that  however,  our  Redeemer  had 

hee&  pleased  to  be  born  in  one,  and  to  die  on  the 

other.     He  added,  that  these  poor  people,  wiio 

fiindshed  him  with  accommodations^  were  neither 

lodged,    ncMT  did  they  rest  more  commodiouslj 

than  himself;  that  the  best  method  ef  inducing 

them  to  support  their  poverty  with  patience,  was 

to  partake  of  it  with  them  ;  and  to  teiich  them  bj 

example,    which  is   always  more  powerfiil  than 

words,  that  their  state  did  not  present  those  terrors/ 

which  imagination   might   picture.      It  is   thus 

that  the  holy  prelate,  excited  himself  to  suffer  the 

• 

inconveniences  of  life,  by. the  example  of  our 
Redeemer,  and  that  of  a  great  portion  of  mankind, 
whom  Providence  has  destined  to  lead  a  poor  and 
laborious  life.  ''  They  are  men  like  ourselves," 
added  he,  ''  they  are  Christians,  called  to  grace 
and  to  glory;  they  are  enabled  like  us  to  call  God 
their  father;  finally  they  are  our  brethren,  and 
perhaps  better  and  more  holy  than  ourselves,  more 
agreeable  to  God,  and  destined  to  a  grc^^ter  share 
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of  glory.  Why  therefore  should  we  make  such  a 
difference  between  them  and  ourselves?  Why 
should  we  think  ourselves  degraded^  and  objects 
of  compassion^  because  for  the  space  of  some 
days^  we  experience  those  hardships,  which  they 
are  doomed  to  endure  during  their  w:hole  lives/' 

The  love  of  the  poor  was  &n  all  occasions^  one 
of  the  most  favourite  virtues  of  the  holy  prelate ; 
but  he  made  this  love  consist^  not  only  in  relieving 
them,  but  in  visiting  them^  and  in  conformh^ 
his  manner  of  living  to  their  situationl  The 
faith  with  which  he  yms  animated^  made  him  see 
Jesus  Obrist  concealed  under  the  persons  of  the 
poor ;  and  he  oft^i  observed^  that  of  them  had  it 
been  said :  What  you  have  done  for  iUem^  you 
have  done  for  me. 

As  the  lent  approached^  he  was  obliged  to  in* 
temipt  his  visitation,  to  repair  to  Ghamberry. 
He  began  by  there  making  a  retreat  at  the  house 
of  the  Jesuits^  who  enjoyed  at  once^  his  esteem 
and  his  confid^ice.  He  usually  said  on  that  sub* 
jeet,  that  to  preach  with  efiect^  it  vras  necessnry, 
after  the  example  of  St  John  and  of  Christ  him- 
self, to  retire  to  solitude,  and  as  it  were,  to  the 
desert,  before  the  duty  of  ascending  the  pulpit 
could  be  performed..  It  was  from  this  source^ 
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that  be  derived  that  fire^  those  lights^  which 
eicited  faith  in  the  hearts  of  heretics^  and  hatred 
offlio  ill  the  breasts  of  sinners.  He  said  nothing 
of  which  he  was  not  fully  conrinced^  and  which 
he'did  not  sanction  by  his  practice.  ''  Mankind/' 
would  he  exclaim^  ^'  look  at  us  at  the  time^  that 
thqr  listen-;  we  have  to  preach  to  their  eyes  as 
wdl  as  to  their  ears^  one  of  these  objects  is  ac- 
complished by  the  word ;  the  other  by  example^ 
which  produces  a  more  powerful  effect/'  "  Who 
will  believe  me/'  would  he  add^  "  if  I  shall  preach 
penance^  unless  I  should  exemplify  it  by  my 
practice/'*  His  behaviour  at  Chamberiy  was 
similar  to  his  appearance  at  Dijon;  the  same  suc- 
cess attended  his  sermons^  the  same  zeal  was 
displayed  in  his  conduct.  But  the  same  polite 
attention  was  by  no  means  shewn  him,  as  he  had 
experienced  in  France. 

During  the  lent  a  criminal  procedure  was 
brought  before  the  senate.  The  parties  on  both 
sides,  were  powerful;  but  the  fact,  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  diocess  of  Geneva,  did  not 
appear  sufficiently  attested.  On  that  ground,  the 
senate  ordered  that  an  episcopal  monitory  should 
be  published  at  Annecy.     Francis  having  heard 
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of  the  affair^  obtained  an  account  of  the  "whole 
proceedings  and  examined  ita  merits  with  atten* 
tion.  The  fact  appeared  to  him  sufficiently  esta* 
blished ;  he  did  noi  judge  the  afiair  of  such  im- 
pjortance^  as  to  require,  that  the  censures  of  the 
Church  should  be  employed  in  its  elucidatioDj 
though  fresh  information  should  even  be  wanted ; 
and  he  discovered  much  resentment  on  both  sides. 
In  general  he  disapproved  the  plan  of  employing 
the  authority  of  the  Church,  in  order  to  make 
such  discoveries;  he  wished  not  consciences  to  be 
disturbed  for  afiairs  unworthy  of  such  an  expe- 

■ 

die nt ;  and  he  thought  the  business  undier  conair 
deration  to  be  of  this  description.  On  that  ac- 
count, he  refused  the  requested  monitory,  and 
forbade  the.  judge  of  his  court  to  grant  it.  The 
senate  was  irritated  at  this  refusal,  and  signified 
to  him,  that,  if  their  wishes  were  not  attended  to^ 
his  temporalities  should  be  seized.  Francis,  who 
possessed  as  much  firmness  as  mildness  of  cha- 
racter, when  his  duty  prompted  him  to  act^ 
replied,  that  to  employ  such  a  menace,  indicated 
no  acquaintance  with  his  character;  that  he 
should  always  shew  great  respect  for  the  senate; 
but  that,  though  he  were  to  lose  his  life,,  lie 
would  never  act  against  his  conscience.  Thig 
answer  gave  considerable  ep[ibarrassment  to  the 
senate,  as  the  members  of  that  body  were  per- 
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suaded^  that  the  loss  of  property  was  not  sufficient 
to  aSect  a  man  so  devoted  to  his  duty;  and  they 
fdt  besides  some  sense  of  shame  in  thus  treating 
so  great  a  Bishop^  who  passed  for  a  Saints  and 
wbo  had  repaired  to  Chamberry  solely  at  their 
solidtatiiAi^     He  had  many  friends  in  that  assem- 
Ujj  who  were  of  opmion,  that  no  farther  pro- 
ceedings should  take  place.     The  opposite  party 
however  gained  the  ascendancy.     His  temporal 
possessions  were  seized;   a  senator  reported  the 
proceeding  to  him,  in  terms  so  injurious^  that  he 
coald  not  help  sayings  that  disrespect  had  been 
shewn  to  his  character.     The  predictions  of  the 
senate  were  verified  by  the  event.     Francis  abated 
Bothing  of  his  firmness,  and  continued  to  refuse 
the  publication  of  the  monitory.     It  was  believed, 
that  he  would  make  complaints  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  in  consequence  of  the  unjust  seizure ;  and  it 
was  not  doubted^  that  this  Prince  would  order  an 
immediate  restoration  of  the  effects.     But  Francis 
answered,  that  he  would  not  bring  such  a  disgrace 
on  the  senate ;  that  he  had  never  yet  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Prince  for  his  private  concerns,  and 
that  he  would  not  begin  at  so  late  a  period. 

In  the  mean  time  the  injury  done  to  the  holy 
prekite^  excited  proportionably  louder  murmurs, 
as  his  moderation  was  more  conspicuous.  .  It  was 
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declared  in  very  distinct  terms^  that  such  conduct  'I 
was  a  bad  return  for  such  eminent  services ;  tfaaf    I 
the  senate  OMred  him  very  extraordinary  regard^  as 
all  the  world  knew,  that  their  sohcitations  had 
drawn  him  to  Chamberry ;  that  the  Prince  would 
assuredly  disapprove  the>  procedure  agahist  him ; 
and  that  a  Bishop  would  be  in  a  very  lamentable 
situation  indeed,  if  he  were  obliged  to  shew  im- 
plicit and  blind  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
senate,  even  against  his  own  conscience.     These 
complaints,  which  became  every,  day  louder,  at 
length  induced  the  senate,  to  send  him  a  proposal^ 
by  which  they  agreed  to  restore  his  effects,  if  he 
would  present  a  request  for  that  purpose.     But 
the  holy  prelatCj  who  deemed  it  his  duty  on  this 
occasion  to  support  the  honour  of  his  character^ 
replied,  tliatthe  senate  wastoo  just^  not  to  repair^ 
without  his  interference,  the  wrong  which  they 
bad  done  him   witliout  his  participation.     The 
senate  was  therefore  reduced  to^  the  necessity  of 
restoring  the  sequestered   property  without  any 
petition. 

Francis  on  this  occasion  gave  a  great  example 
of  virtue.  He  had  been  cruelly  insulted  by  the 
$eiiator«  who  broi^t  him  tlie  intelligence  of  the 
sictaure  of  his  tempcMralitiesL  A  canonir  io  his 
Cath<(dral  soon  aAer  became  vacant :  he  e^ave  the 
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benefice  to  a  nephew  of  this  senator^*  as  he  knew 
the  joung  man  to  he  possessed  of  piety  and  merit. 
This  was  the  revenge  to  which  he  resorted  in 
consequence  of  the  indecent  conduct  of  the  ma- 
gistrate, who  could  not  afterwards  sufficiently 
admire  the  eminent  virtue  of  the  holy  prelate. 
Nothing  wounds  the  feelings  more  acutely^  than 
injuries  inflicted  by  persons^  on  whom  we  have 
conferred  any  obligation;  and  if  contempt  be 
added  to  insult^  the  heart  swells  with  indignation^ 
and  the  ofience  is  less  easily  pardoned.  In  these 
circumstances  was  the  holy  prelate  at  that  time 
placed.  It  was  entirely  at  the  request  of  the 
senate^  that  he  had  proceeded  to  Chamberry  to' 
preach  the  lent;  all  the  members  of  that  body 
could  not  but  feel  the  obligation.  One  of  them 
however  had  addressed  him  in  a  strain  so  con- 
temptuous^ ihat^  though  the  most  humble  and 
patient  of  men^  he  could  not  help  speaking  in  a 
tone  of  complaint.  However  no  sooner  does  an 
opportunity  occur,  than  he  revenges  himself  of 
this  injury,  by  conferring  a  benefaction.  There 
is  doubtless  something  great  in  refraining  from 
revenge;  but  to  repay  an  enemy  with  kindness, 
is  an  effect  oT  the  most  distinguished  generosity. 

w  ^.  ■  ■  ■    ■      ■  ■ .  I  ■    I  ,  ,    ■  11  ,  ^      I  y 

*  Maupas  Life  of  St.  Francis.     Part  II. 
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While  the  holy  prelate  v^as  exhibiting  such  / 
instaoces  of  the  most  eminent  Tirtue^  intelligence 
was  received^  that  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  the 
Duke  of  Nemours^  were  engaged  in  a  serious 
contest.     The  latter  claimed  the  entire  sovereignty 
of  the  county  of  Genevois;  the  Duke  of  Savoy  on 
the  other  hand  insisted^  that  it  formed  a  part  of 
his  dominions.     Every  expedient  was  employed  by 
each  party^  to  terminate  the  business  by  accom- 
modation^ but  without  effect;  nothing  th^efore 
remained  but  an  appeal  to  the  sword.     The  Duke 
of  Nemours  6rst  took  the  field;  the  circumstance 
of  time  was  extremely  favourable  to  his  views. 
The  Duke  of  Savoy  was  engaged  in  another  war^ 
which  was  maintained  against  him  in  Piedmont; 
and  it  was  not  possible  to  detach  any  part  of  his 
troops^  without  weakening  his  army  too  mucb^ 
and   exposing   his  country  to  imminent  danger 
of  invasion.     The    Duke    of   Nemours    availed 
him^lf  of  so  favourable  a  conjuncture;  he  col« 
lected  his  forces  with  expedition^  and  appeared  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rhone  in  a  situation  to  avenge 
the  injustice^  which^  in  his  estimation^  had  been 
committed  against  him  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
It  was  not  doubted^  that  he  would  commence  his 
operations  by  the  siege  of  Annecy ;  where  he  had 
intended  to  establish  his  head  quarters.      This 
obliged  Francis  to  depart  immediately  after  Easter^ 
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in  order  to  console  his  people^  i^ho  were  ex- 
tremelj  alarmed  at  the  projects  of  the  Duke  of 
NenMMirs.  His  presence  increased  their  coiister- 
natitMi.  As  he  was  tenderly  beloved^  no  one 
coidd  endure^  that  he  should  be  shut  up  in  a 
ix9wn,  which  was  about  to  sustain  a  siege;  and 
which^  as  it  was  ill  fortified,  and  had  but  a  faint 
and  distant  prospect  of  succour,  could  not  fail  to 
be  taken^  and  perhaps  carried  by  assault.* 

Representations  were  therefore  made  to  him^ 

that  tbe  troops  of  the  Duke  of  Nemours^  were 

composed  principally  of  CaWinisls ;  that  he  must 

be  aware  of  the  hatred,  which  they  entertained 

for  him ;  that  if  the  city  should  be  taken,  and  it 

was  morally  impossible  that  it  could  escape  that 

dai^er^  be  would  be  tbe  first  victim^  sacrificed 

to  their  fury  and  vei^eance;  that  the  Duke  of 

Nemours^  who  knew  his  attachment  and  that  of 

his  family  to  the  service  of  the  Duke  of  Sayoy, 

would  perhaps  rejoice  at  the  fate  of  a  prelate^ 

whom  he  regarded  as  his  enemy ;  that  as  long  as 

he    shoidd    remain   among    them,    his    presence 

would  serve  only  to  increase  their  fears  and  their 

alarms ;  that  while  the  gates  of  the  city  remained 

open,  they  exhorted  him  to  retire;  that  God  was 

*  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  V.     Anon.   Book  II. 
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going  to  chastise  them  for  the  little  advantug^ 
which  they  had  derived  from  his  good  exampk^ 
and  his  pious  instructions;  that  they  alone  warn 
the  culprits^  and  that  it  was  not  just^  tluit  aa 
innocent  man  like  himself^  should  he  involved  ia 
the  chastisement,  which  was  about  to  be  inflictM 
on  their  sins. 


*  Francis,  after  thanking  them  for  this 
of  their  affection,  replied  with  a  degree  of  firoa 
ness,  which  cannot  be  sufficiently  admired^  thfli 
the  advice  given  bore  a  strong  resemblance^  to  m 
exhortation  v/hich  should  be  made  to  a  shephertf^ 
to  seek  security  by  flight  on  seeing  the  wolv^ 
ready  to  devour  his  flock ;  that  he  was  well  aware 
that  the  troops  of  the  Duke  of  Nemours  consisip 
principally  of  Calvinists;  that  the  inhabitants  C 
Creneva,  who  were  not  friendly  to  him,  form^ 
a  considerable  part  of  the  army ;  that  even  on  thJ 
account,  he  was  determined  to  encounter  with  hi 
people  all  the  hazards  of  war,  in  order  to  prevenl 
if  the  city  should  be  taken,  the  seduction  of  hi 
people,  the  profanation  of  holy  things,  and  sud 
other  scenes  of  violence,  as  usually  attend  simili 
disasters;  that  he  was  st^nsible,  to  what  lengtl 
the  rage  of  the  Calvinists  could  be  carried;  bi 

*  AuoQy  ibid. 
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having  for  a  considerable  time  sighed  before  God, 
he  appeared  with  a  tranquil  countenance^  and 
addressing  himself  to  those,  who  were  present^ 
he  said :  ''  since  the  Duke  of  Nemours  abandons 
the  cause  of  God,  and  sacrifices  it  to  his  ambition^ 
God  will  abandon  him  in  his  turn,  and  he  will 
not  succeed  in  his  designs."  These  words  were 
considered  as  a  prediction,  that  the  city  would 
not  be  taken.  Accordingly  it  was  soon  known, 
that  Victor  Amedeus,  the  Prince  of  Piedmont, 
was  advancing  by  rapid  marches  to  the  assistance 
of  Annecy,  with  an  army  superior  to  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Nemours.  The  Duke  thought  it  pru-- 
dent  not  to  await  his  arrival ;  he  raised  the  siege^ 
and  some  days  afler^  the  Prince  of  Piedmont 
entered  Annecy.  He  took  up  his  quarters  with 
the  holy  Bishop,  embraced  him  several  times  in 
public,  and  openly  acknowledged  his  co^viction^ 
that  his  zeal  and  firmness  had  saved  the  city. 
Francis,  whose  attention  was  engrossed  by  the 
interests  of  heaven,  availed  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  engage  the  Prince  to  restore  peace  to 
several  of  the  monasteries  in  his  diocess,  where 
tibe  religious  could  not  agree  with  their  Abbots 
eoncerning  the  division  of  Ecclesiastical  property. 
He  requested  the  support  of  his  authority^  in 
reforming  some  houses  of  Nuns,  whose;  conduct 
was  not  so  regular;^    as  he  could  wish.      The 
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PriDC^^  i^ho  could  refuse  him  nothing,  complied 
vrifh   Iiis  entreaties^  and  supported  ^h  his  au- 
thority and  even  with  his  presence^  all  his  laudable 
dcrigns. 

In  the  mean  time^  the  Duke  of  Nemours^  after 

httviag  been   constrained  to    raase  the  siege  of 

Annecj,  fled  before  the  troops  of  the  Prince  of 

Piedmont ;  all  places,  encouraged  by  this  success, 

shut  their  gates  at  hi§  approach ;  a  spirit  of  deser- 

^  tion  began  to  spread  in  his  army ;  and  the  pre- 
diction  of  the  holy  prelate,  that'  he  would  not 
succeed  in  his  designs,  was  but  too  accurately 
verified.  This  reyerse  of  fortune  led  him  to  pro- 
pose an  accommodation.  On  the  Other  sid^,  the 
affitirs  of  Piedmont  required  the  serrices  of  those 
troops,  which  the  Prince  had  detached  from  that 
quarter.  Thus  as  both  those  Princes  were  equally 
interested  in  the  return  of  peace,  it  was  soon 
o«icluded.     The  Prince  of  Piedmont  repassed  the 

-  Alps,  and  Francis  was  enabled  to  continue  the 
visitation  of  his  diocess. 

He  departed  from  Anneey  the  eigfattenth  day  of 
«Iuly,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
SIX,  mthout  any  greater  retinuej'  #faa  on  the  first 
occasidB,  though  he  had  to  risit  the  most  unplea- 
sant and  the  poorest  parts  of  the  dioeess  of  Geneva* 
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It  was  not  at  that  time  from  a  spirit  of  mortifica- 
tion and  modesty  only,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
travel  on  foot.  The  mountains^  which  he  bad  to 
cross^  were  so  steep^  and  the  rocks  so  craggy, 
thaj;  it  became  impossible  to  proceed  in  any  other 
manner;  it  was  often  necessary  to  employ  the 
assistance  both  of  the  hands  and  feet ;  and  after . 
experiencing  at  the  bottom  of  these  mountains 
excessive  heats,  the  trayellers  were  exposed  on  the 
summits  to  such  a  cold  air,  as  made  an  impression 
on  the  strongest  constitution.^  One  day  be  had 
reached  the  top  of  one  of  these  dreadful  moun- 
tains, OTerwhelmed  with  fatigue  and  cold,  his 
hands  and  feet  comjdetely  benumbed,  in  order  to 
Tisit  a  single  parish  in  that  dreary  situation ;  while 
he  was  viewing  with  astonishment  those  immense 
flakes  of  ice  of  an  uncommon  thickness,  the  inha- 
bitants, who  had  approached  to  meet  him^  rdated, 
that  some  days  before,  a  shepherd  running  after  a 
strayed  cow,  had  fallen  into  one  of  these  tremen- 
dous precipices.  They  added,  that  his  fate  would 
never  have  been  known,  if  his  companion^ .  who 
was  in  search  of  him,  had  not  discovered  his  hat 
on  the  edge  of  the  precipice.  The  poor  man 
therefore  imagined^  that  the  shepherd  might  be 
still  relieved;  ^  if^jbe  should  have  perished,  that 


-r* — rr 
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he  might  be  honoured  with  a  Christian  burial. 

Witii  this  view^  he  descended  by  the  means  of 

ropes  this  icy  precipice^  whence  he  was  drawn  up^ 

pierced  through  with  cold^  and   holding  in  his 

arms  his  companion  who  was  dead^  and  almost 

converted  into  a  block  of  ice.     Francis  hearing 

this  account^  tiurned  to  his  attendants  who  were 

disheartened  with   the  extreme  fatigues^    which 

they  had  every  day  to  encounter^    and  availing 

liiiDself  of  this  circumstance  to  encourage  them^ 

heiiaid:  ''some  persons  imagine^  that  we  do  too 

much;  and  we  certainly  do  far  1^^  than  these 

p(H)r  people.     You  have  heard^  in  what  manner 

<>ne  has  lost  his  life^  in  an  attempt  to  find  a  strayed 

Mmal;  and  how  another  has  exposed  himself  to 

the  danger  of  perishing,  in  order  to  procure  for 

^is  friend  a  burial,  which  under  those  circum- 

^t&Qces  might  have  been  spared.     These  examples 

V^k  to  us.  in  forcible  language ;  by  this  charity 

^^  are  confounded,  we  \Vho  perform  much  less 

^^^  the  salvation  of  souls  entrusted  to  our  care, 

^^Kk  these  poor  people  do  for  the  security  of 

^'^^naals  confided  to  their  charge." 

*ie  returned  from  this  laborious  visit,  so  fa- 
**S^€d,  with  his  hands,  feet  and  legs  so  pierced 
^^tl^  cold,  that  unable  to  sustain  nature  amidst 
**^^t  toils,  he  was  obliged  to  indulge  in  repose. 
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He  was  at  that  time  in  the  village' of  Amancy, 
where  a  female  peasant  of  the  name  of  Pernettft 
Boutej  had  lately  died  in  the  odonr  of  sanctity. 
Her  deaths  precious  in  the  sight  of  God^  and  the 
example  of  virtue  which  she  had  given  during  life, 
formed  at  that  time  the  general  subject  of  con- 
versation. Francis  had  never  seen  her ;  but  she 
had  often  written  to  him^  and  he  had  frequently 
favoured  her  with  answers;  and  he  himself  had 
informed  Madam  de  Chantal^  that  this  worthy 
person  bad  honoured  him  with  her  friendship. 
Beii^  then  at  leisure^  he  desired  the  Dean  of 
La  Roche,  who  had  known  her  well^  to  give  him 
the  particulars  of  her  life.  He  complied  with  the 
request  of  the  holy  prelate  nearly  in  the  following 
manner. 

Illustrious  descent,  which  is  held  in  such  li%h 
estimation  among  mankind,  is  nothing  in  the  sigbt 
of  God.  It  does  not  indeed  exclude  the  grace  of 
God;  but  it  furnishes  no  reason  for  expecting 
that  blessing.  It  appears  on  the  contrary^  that 
God  delights  in  communicating  his  favours  to 
those^  who  have  no  distinguishing  advantages  in 
the  eyes  of  men.  This  will  appear  from  the  life 
of  diis  holy  woman^  whom  I  have  of%en  ad- 
mired, and  whose  virtues  I  should  be  happy  te^ 
imitate.  She  was  the  daughter  of  two  iuhabitaiita 
of  La  Roche^  who  were  poor  but  virtuous,  and 
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^ho  spared  no  pains  to  give  her  a  holy  education. 
Slie  corresponded  ^ith  their  parental  solicitude; 
and  from  her  earliest  youth  she  appeared  to  be 
impressed  with  a  most  tender  piety.     She  was 
bandsome;    and   persons    were    found    but  too 
SQxious  to  make  to  her  that  observation.     But 
h,mf  beard  that  beauty  is  by  no  means  such  a 
blessii^  as  is  generally  imagined  by  the  female 
HI,  she  adopted  a  resolution^  in  order  to  preserve 
ber  innocence^  to  embrace  a  religious  state.     Her 
parents^  who  were  not  anxious  for  ber  settlement, 
istrenuously  opposed  her  design.     She  believed^ 
that  as  they  held  the  place  of  God^  it  was  her 
duty  to  obey  their  commands ;  ^she  r^arded  their 
will  as  an  indication  of  the  will  of  heaven ;  and 
engaged  in  marriage,   because  she  thought  that 
such  was  the  will  of  God.     Her  spouse  was  rich, 
but  of  a  hasty  and  overbearing  character.     God, 
who  intended  to  exercise  her  patience^  permitted 
tbat  he  should  be  infected  with  jealousy;    the 
beauty  oi  his  wife'gave  him  continual  alarm ;  and 
her  extraordinary  virtue^  which  he  much  admired, 
was  not  sufficient  to  remove  his  uneasiness.     Tl^e 
pain  which  he  gave  her  in  the  violence  and  fury  of 
bis  passion^  was  sach  as  to  exceed  belief.     The 
severe  treatment  which  he  shewed  her,  was  pro- 
portioned to  the  fondness  of  his  love;  and  the 
Viost  cruel  of  her  enemies  could  never  have  an- 
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noyed  her  more^  than  he  by  ^bom  she  M^as  adored. 
She  then  began  to  regret^  that  she  had  not  em* 
braced  a  religious  life ;  incessantly  did^  she  refleet 
on  the  tranquitlify^  which  is  felt  in  that  happy 
state.  But  as  those  thoughts  were  unavailing; 
she  prayed  to  God  to  send  bcfr  an  illness^  which 
might  deprive  her  of  her  beauty  so  fatal  to  her 
peace.  Her  prayer  was  not  heard ;  her  fasts  and 
mortifications  seemed  to  increase  the  charms  of 
her  person ;  she  received  the  persecution  of  her 
husband  with  extreme  meekness^  and  invincible 
patience;  she  was  never  heard  to  utter  a  eom» 
plaint ;  she  was  not  satisfied  in  placing  her  ccm* 
duct  above  reproach ;  she  avoide4  even  the  smallest 
appearances^  which  might  create  the  least  sus- 
picion of  guilt;  she  never  walked  abroad  without 
a  companion^  and  then  only  to  repair  to  the 
church  to  perform  her  devotions.  On  all  other 
occasions^  she  was  observed  to  be  engaged  in  her 
domestic  concerns^  in  readings  in  prayer  and  iu 
labour^  without  any  other  will^  than  that  of  her 
husband^  and  incessantly  studious  to  take  such 
precautions^  as  had  a  tendency  to  remove  his 
suspicions.  But  what  was  a  perpetual  subject  of 
admiration^  lier  love  for  her  husband  was  never 
alSaled ;  she  viewed  his  conduct  with  compassion ; 
and  she  was  afterwards  heard  to  say^  that  she  felt 
more  acutely  the  pain^,  which  arose  in  his  breast 
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from  his  jealousy^  than  the  sufferings  which  she 
herself  underwent. 

Such  a  series  of  virtue  at  len^h  made  an  im- 
pression on  the  heart  of  this  unhappy  man ;  he 
condemned  himself  for  his  past  suspicious  conduct, 
and  from  that  period^  they  lived  together  in  the 
greatest  tranquillity.     This  holy  woman  no  longer 
infested  with  the  fear  of  exciting  the  suspicion  of 
her  hushand^  devoted  her  whole  attention  to  the 
practice  of  good  works  ;^   she  assiduously  fre- 
quented the  churchy  visited  the  sick^  took  care 
of  the  poor^  On  whom^  as  she  was  in  very  easy 
circumstances^  she  bestowed  great  charities^  but 
always  with  the  consent  of  her  husband.   Her  first 
concern  was  to  educate  her  children  with  care^ 
and  to  inspect  the  conduct  of  her  domestics ;  she 
said   prayers  with  them^  explained   to  them  the 
catechism,  or  read  to  them  some  good  book ;  but 
above  all^  she  laboured  incessantly  to  edify  them 
bj  her  example.     She  fasted  on  ail  Fridays.     On 
vigils^  on  the  ember  days^  and  during  lent  she 
lived  on  breads   a  small  quantity  of  ill-seasoned 
vegetables^  and  drank  only  water.     She  rose  al- 
-ways  in  the  night,  and  remained  an  hour  in  prayer, 
during  the  most  excessive  colds,  as  well  as  in  the 
mildest  seasons.     She  always  discovered  an  air  of 
contentment^    spoke   little,    always    on   edifying 


110  THE   LIFE   OF   ST.    FRANCIS 

subjects  and  Avith  great  mildness^  and  never  of  the 
favours,  which  she  received  from  God,  though 
they  were  of  the  most  distinguished  kind;  this 
accounts  for  the  little  knowledge  which  is  pre- 
served of  the  blessings  of  this  nature.     She  was 
never  heard  to  detract  her  neighbour.     Always 
patient,  always  humble,  she  concealed  the  defects 
of  her  neighbouf,  and  particularly  those  of  her 
husband,  which  certainly  were  not  small,   with 
more  care  than  her  own.     As  to  decency  and 
reserve,  no  person  was  ever  more  careful  on  that 
article;    she  even  observed  in  this  particular >  a 
scrupulous  attention;  and  no  better  proof  can  be 
given,  that  jealousy  is  the  most  dreadful  and  irra-* 
tional  of  all  passions,  than  by  observing  that  her 
husband  was  blind  enough  to  entertain  suspicions 
concerning  her  for  a  considerable  period. 

After  having  lived  in  this  manner  for  forty-* 
eight  years,  the  time  came,  when  God  designed 
to  recompense  such  distinguished  virtue.  She  was 
observed  to  be  more  assiduous  in  prayer  and  the 
practice  of  good  works;  it  was  remarked,  that 
she  ordered  fourteen  loads  of  corn  to  be  ground^ 
which  she  put  apart,  with  an  abundance  of  vege-* 
tables,  and  that  she  was  collecting  all  the  moneys 
which  she  possessed.  Her  husband  asked  her, 
what  ^e  meant  to  do  with  her  treasures?  She  re* 
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plied^   that  while  time  was  allowed^   it  became 
necessary  to  multiply  good  works ;  that  her  death^ 
was  approaching^  and  that  she  was  hastening  to 
make  a  provision  for  eternity.    She  desired  after- 
wards to  go  to  the  church  to  receive  the  conimu- 
i|ion  and  the  extreme-unction,   saying,  like  the 
Centurion  in  the  gospel,  that  she  did  not  deserve, 
that  her  Saviour  should  come  and  visit  her  in  her 
house.    Her  husband,  who  did  not  think  her  ill- 
ness to  be  of  so  serious  a  nature,  forbade  her  to 
execute  that  intention;  she  obeyed  him,  but  de- 
sired her  bier  to  be  prepared,    and  put  apart 
herself  the  cloth  in  which  she  wished  to  be  buried. 
She  was  afterwards  put  to  bed;   she  spoke  no 
more  but  on  the  contempt  of  earthly  things,  on 
the  love  and  fear  of  God,  and  on  the  desire  which 
she  entertained  to  be  united  to  Ilim  for  ever. 
Sometime  after,  she  sent  for  her  children,  held 
to  them  the  same  language,  exhorted  them  to  love 
one  another,  and  to  pay  to  their  father  all  the 
honour  which  they  had  hitherto  divided  between 
them  both,  and  gave  them  her  blessing.     She  was 
visited  at  this  time  by  a  devout  young  lady,  one 
of  her  chosen  friends,  that  came  to  offer  her  ser- 
vices; but  she  told  her  to  go  and  prepare  for 
death,  and  that  they  would  soon  see  each  other 
^in  in  heaven.     Soon  after  she  became  speech- 
less; the  extreme-unction  was  administered;  after 
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t.  ?iie  *?sfiiIiiORi  oa  4iiiBr  m^  wt  Hk, 
\mt  ^uk  ahniMJanrp  of  ^eus,  wbck  ^fe  Aek  m 
esnhtsiteia^  die  *:nicifiaL:  jfae  died  «■  dbr  dqr  9mA 
at  rbe  hmir^  wtiie&  Ae  bd  moidHBBi.  The 
itifvooc  foooe  !ad;r  whoK  dadi  dttbadfiHiteli, 
fiU\nweA  hex  ifaordv  ader.  Tfttbis^,  Arkolf 
lif«^>  ami  the  (teadu  piscuHB  in  tbe  sgbt  «C  Gmi 
^  tiiH  itev<Hir  woBWHi,  fiiDB  &  iofegect  «f  gcecnd 
^Aciv^narioo ;  die  paor..  i»  wbnoi  iibr  was  a 
ifwY,  lone  rfepiMcd  her  deiA;  aai  ber  FmijIj 
HMtiz^  in  a  decree  of  aJiktiiM*  wkkfc  k  aot 
ah»red. 

The  bob  prelate  afipearcd  aocb  affected  at  tins 
ae/^mit;  and  after  the  Dean  had  fimiird  the 
iMrratif  e^  the  Bishop  lifted  up  to  heaTen  his  ejtM 
b^thi^d  in  tears,  and  ottered  those  words  of  our 

7fc*vi/Mir :  /  gizt  thanks^  uaio  thct  O  Fathery  Lord 
of  htaun  and  earth,   thai  thou  hast  hid  these 
9hin%H  from  the  -xUe  and  the  prudent ,  mid  hoH' 
Tt/,eoled  them  to  little  ones,      Yea^  Father :  for 
HO  it  halh  Hewed  good  in  tliy  sight  ^ 

Ah  he  availed  himself  of  everv  circumstance 
Hith  a  viiTW  to  eternity^  this  practice  tended  to  re- 
ktfiilti!  his  zeal;  he  could  not  wait  for  the  com- 


0  • 
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uf  bk  i^-our:  and  liler  taking 

inr  npoae,  lie  co.ftiinifld  bis  TisititMB 

Ar  plftok.  tbe  iiiipissa]Ue  nature 

'dip  desolBtioii  whicb  wmt  aad  bes«9V 

4isre  ocrasaoDed.  tbe  niuhipbchr  of 

tbr  cxtraoftlijiarr  labour  wbirb  be 

pfafwuiing  almost  evtxy  tbins:  bim- 

Um  iDcaYdible  trouble.     He  tdk  ns 

,*  ^ba  ibr  difficahiesL,  wbich  be  bad  ex- 

io  bs  visit,  were  not  rivulets,  tbat  n^bt 

pB9ed,  but  tormits  Tioknt  eDov^  t9 

iT-&e  srcnirest  men  in  tbeir  coonr;  tbat 

fomri  crcHBCt  ax  e^'crv  $tfp.  and  tbat  be  bad 

to  tfli!  wiibDut  measure.     He  frit  on  tbis  occaskm 

m  iMriiral  conrictian,  that  Gtid  never  abandons 

ibnac  -who  tnist  in  bim,  and  wbo  labour  for  bk 

cioirr.     Tm  be  add«^>  tbat  God  was  sio  good  to 

Imn..  ibal  Ht  daihr  performed  a  ispecies  of  miracte 

in   iu^  m^oiir:  tbat  wben  be  retirfd  to  rest  at 

Biebct,.  be  witf  80  OTerpoweird,  tbat  be  fdt  bis 

bodk  and  mmd  an  entire  burden;  tbat  however 

he   j%mt  every   niominc:   witb   fresh  vigt^ur,   and 

capafok:  cif  ccmliiiUinr  his  labours,  as  if  be  bad  but 

ji»t  ^oiarsd   cm   hi^   career.     He  acknowiedscs, 

tfaact  iie  fcnmc  the  be^t  people  in  tbe  world  on  tboae 

iri^faflfiil  mcftuotaiiic ,  and  tbat  with  tbe  exception 
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of  some  superstitions  M^hich  he  removed^  nothing 
could  exceed  their  zeal  for  the  Cathdlic  religion. 
*  ^^  What  a  reception  !"  says  he,  '^  what  a  vene- 
ration for  their  Bishop !  The  day  before  yesterday 
I  arrived  at  a  small  town  in  the  night ;  but  the 
inhabitants  had  lighted  such  a  number  of  fires,  as 
exhibited  an  appearance  of  open  day.  O  how  de- 
serving are  they  of  a  better  Bishop  than  myself." 
It  was  neither  a  splendid  equipage,  affected  pomp, 
or  studied  grandeur,  that  attracted  this  veneration ; 
his  virtue  alone  supported  his  dignity.  It  is  a  sin- 
gular illusion  to  imagine,  that  a  religion  founded 
on  benevolence,  can  be  supported  only  by  the 
splendor  of  worldly  greatness. 

f  He  at  length  completed  this  laborious  visit ; 
and  on  his  return  to  Annecy,  he  dispatched  to 
Rome  his  brother  John  Francis  of  Sales,  a  canon 
of  his  cathedral  church,  to  give  an  account  to  the 
Pope  of  the  state  of  his  diocess.  He  stood  in 
need  of  certain  bulls  to  authorise  him  to  re-esta- 
blish many  things,  which  war  and  the  prevalence 
of  heresy  had  destroyed ;  he  obtained  them  with- 
out any  other  support,  than  the  exalted  opinion, 
which  had  been  very  generally  formed  of  his 
eminent  sanctity.    Such  a  series  of  fatigues,  which 

*  Ibid,     t  Aug.  of  Sales.  Book  V. 
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he  had  undergone^  justly  demanded  some  sh^re  of 
repose;  but  this  great  prelate,  incapable  of  be- 
stowing his  attention  on  any  object  but  the  sancti- 
fication  of  his  flock,    had    no   sooner   returned 

• 

home,   than  he  composed   instructions  for  con- 
fessors.    Tliese  monuments  of  his  zeal  can  never 
be  viewed,  without  exciting  a  conviction,  that  if 
flie/  exhibit  great  mildness,  they  by   no  means 
present  that  spirit  of  relaxation,  which  some  have 
.  rashly  ascribed  to  this  distinguished  prelate.     No 
sooner  had  he  completed  this  work,  than  he  pre- 
pared to  preach  the  lent  at  Annecy.    He  acquitted 
himself  of  this  duty  with  his  usual  zeal.     He  was 
acquainted  with  the  disorders  of  his  people;  he 
Inew  the  proper  remedies;  his  example  seconded 
Bis  instructions,  and  he  required  no  observances 
of  others,  which  he  did  not  himself  practice  with 
the  utmost  exactness.     God  gave  to  his  labours  a 
more  abundant  benediction  than  on  other  occa- 
sions; no  sinners  were  found  so  hardened  in  guilt, 
as  to  resist  the  force  of  the  spirit,  which  spoke  by 
his  mouth.     He  began  their  conversion   by  his 
public  discourses;    he  completed  and  confirmed 
the  work  in  private  conferences.     That  was  his 
leading  business ;  and  he  was  indefatigable  in  his 
endeavours,  when  he  had  to  hear  or  to  console 
a  sinner. 

H  2 
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*  The  holidays  of  Easter  had  now  elapsed^  and 
the  President  Favre  being  at  Annecy,  they  con- 
certed together  a  plan  of  an  academy  for  lectures 
in  philosophy^    theology,  jurisprudence,  matfae- 
imatics  and  polite  literature.     They  both  excelled 
in  all  these  sciences;   and  no  persons  could  be 
better  qualified  to  carry  such  a  design  into  ex- 
ecution.    Two  motives  led  them  to  form  sucb  an 
establishment;    the    first   was,  their    conyic^tien, 
that  nothing  has  a  stronger  tendency  to  introduce 
and  foster  licentiousness  in  a  city  than  idleness ; 
the  other  was,  that  Annecy  and  the  neighbourhood  . 
abounded  in  persons  of  good  parts,  who,  from  a 
want  of  proper  culture,    could  not  make  that 
progress  in  learning,  to  which  their  talents  were 
equal.     When    all   preparatory   steps   had  bees 
taken  for  the  execution  of  this  design,  they  wrote 
to  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  to  request  him  to  grant  to 
this  academy,   certain  privileges  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  subjects  in  the  attainment  of  the 
proposed    object.      The    Dake  acceded    to   the 
request ;  Imd  the  Duke  of  Nemoois  was  desired 
to  be  the  protector  of  the  society.     Francis  was 
appointed  the  next  protector  in  rank,  and  Ins  suc- 
cessors were  to  enjoy  the  same  right.    The  statutes 
were  drawn  up;    two  persons  ot  tried  abilities 
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were  cbosen  to  direct  the  pursuits ;  and  the  holy 
prel  sLie  opened  the  first  assembly  by  a  most  elo- 
quertt  discourse.  The  President  Favre  opened 
the  second  meeting.  The  society  was  established 
in  til  is  manner;  and  the  holy  prelate  derived  from 
it  the  proposed  advantages.  ' 

Some  time  after^  John  Francis  of  Sales  returned 
from  Rome  with  the  buUs^  which  had  been  soli- 
cited, and  with  letters  from  his  Holiness  and 
Cardinal  Pamphilus.  Those  from  the  Cardinal 
contained  only  general  expressions  of  congratula- 
tion on  the  incessant  pains^  which  the  holy  prelate 
bestowed  on  the  re-establishment  of  faith  and 
piety  in  his  diocess.  Those  from  the  Pope  were 
accompanied  with  an  apostolical  commission  to 
reform  certain  m6nasteries^  concerning  which  he 
had  before  written.  The  Cardinal  Arrigon  wrote 
to  him  about  the  same  time^  in  the  name  of  his 
Holiness^  to  know  his  opinion  concerning  the 
celebrated  question  de  Auxiliis^  or  on  predestina- 
tion^ and  on  the  manner  in  which  grace  concurs 
with  human  liberty. 

This  question^,  after  having  been  long  agitated 
in  the  schools^  had  at  length  been  referred  by  the 
sons  of  St.  Dominic  to  the  tribunal  of  Clement  VIII. 
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*  The  Jesujts  were  their  oppooents.  Th6  former 
maintained  predetermining  decrees ;  the  latter  sup* 
ported  a  milder  system^  which  is  known  in  the 
fichools  by  the  name  of  Scientia  Media.  The 
Pope,  who  was  well  versed  in  polemical  divinity, 
was  determined  thoroughly  to  investigate  the 
question ;  he  established  for  that  purpose  a  con- 
gregation composed  of  the  most  learned  cardinals 
and  distinguished  theologians^  at  which  he  him- 
self presided.  The  parties  frequently  met;  the 
disputes  were  conducted  on  both  sides  with  consi- 
derable warmth ;  but  the  Pope  died,  before  any 
decision  could  be  friimed  on  the  question.  Paul  V. 
having  been  elected  in  the  place  of  Clement  VIII. 
the  business  was  resumed  with  redoubled  ve- 
hemence ;  it  was  no  longer  a  discussion  between 
theologians;  it  became  in  some  measure^  an  affair 
of  state.  The  steps  which  were  taken  on  this  oc- 
casion^ and  which  betrayed  much  heat^  in  an  affaif 
doubtless  important^  attracted  additional  coqsi- 
deration  to  the  personal  talents  of  the  Pope.  He . 
was  determined  not  to  proceed  to  any  decision 
without  consulting  the  most  learned  men  in 
Europe;  and  on  that  account  Cardinal  Arrigon 
wrote  in  his  name  to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva^  to 
know  bis  sentiments  on  this  celebrated  question^ 

■  ■  '  ■■  ■     ^  ,  I    ■    ■  ■  ■■ —  - 
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\?h\cbi    now  began  to  divide  the  Catholic  theo- 
logians. 

*  Francis  by  no  means  imitated  the  conduct 
of  most  of  tbose^    who  were  consulted  by  hi» 
Holiness.     Some  had  pronounced  in  favour  of 
predetermining  decrees;  others  adopted  the  milder 
sjstem.     The    holy   prelate    steered    a  different 
course;   he  replied  to  the  Cardinal^    that  after 
having  thoroughly  investigated  the  merits  of  the 
question^  he  found  on  both  sides  such  difficulties^ 
as  alarmed  him ;  that  the  time  was  not  favourable 
to  the  decision   of  such  a  controversy ;  that  the 
minds  of  men  were  too  much  heated  to  submit 
peaceably  to  a  sentence  of  condemnation ;  that  a 
due  respect  for  the  Holy  See^  doubtless  required 
their  obedience^  but  that  the  expedient  was  not 
safe;  that  it  was  unseasonable  to  put  their  sub- 
mission to  that  trial ;  that  it  was  a  far  better  plan^ 
to  labour  to  make  a  good  use  of  grace^  than  to 
raise  disputes  on  the  subject^  which  have  always  ^ 
injured  charity^  and  disturbed  the  peace  of  the 
Church.     Francis  observed  the  same  moderation 
towards  both  parties.     It  is  certain^  that  his  mind 
was  not  so  far  in  suspence  on  the  merits  of  the 
question^    as  not  to  incline  more  to  one  than  to 
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the  other ;  and  this  sentiment  clearly  appears  from 
his  treatise  on  the  love  of  God. 


In  the  mean  time  he  received  with  equal  kind- 
ness both  Dominicans  and  Jesuits ;  he  was  con* 
vinced,  that  the  disputes  were  conducted  on  both 
sides   with  sincerity^  and  he  did  not  thinks  that 
his  opinion   should  be  a  law    for   others.      He 
blamed  in  strong  terms  that  spirit  of  party^  which 
occasions  an  easy  transition    from*  a  hatred  of 
opinions  to  a  dislike  of  persons.     The  law  of  cha- 
rity^ so  strongly  enforced  in  the  scripture^  he  called 
the  supreme  law^  and  the  most  inviolable  of  all 
laws^  to  which  every  consideration  should  yield. 
He  could  never  endure^  that  Catholics  living  in 
the  unity  of  the  Churchy  should  be  stigmatised  as 
heretics^  on  account  of  opinions^   on  which  the 
Church  had  not  pronounced.     "  V^liat/*  said  he 
on  these  occasions^  ''  do  we  belong  to  Paul^  to 
Apollo^    or  to  Cephas?    do  we  not  belong  to 
Jesus  Christ?    Have  Paul^   Apollo  and  Cephas^ 
been  crucified  for  us?  have  they   redeemed  us  ? 
or  have  we  been  baptised  in  their  names?*'  Not 
only  did  be  disapprove  of  the  practice  of  chai^ng 
with  heresy  those^  whom  the  Church  had  not  de- 
prived of  her  communion^   but   he  disliked  the 
custom  of  mutually  appropriating  to  each  other 
the  names  oi  Sects.     ''  Christian^'*  said  he^  "  is  my 
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namCj  Catholic  is  my  surname/'  Such  ought  to 
be  the  language  of  those,  who  sincerely  love  the 
Cburcb  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Some  time  after  Francis  had  sent  to  his  Holiness 
his  opinion  on  the  question  de  Auxilits,   he  de* 
parted  from  Annecy  to  proceed  to  the  extremity  of 
bis  diocess,  in  order  to  visit  many  parishes,  which 
he  believed  had  not  been  sufficiently  benefitted  by 
his  general  visitation.     He  was  persuaded  that  a 
first  visit  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  furnish  a  ^neral 
and  superficial  acquaintance  with  afiairs,  and  with 
the  wants  of  the  people ;  that  it  was  not  enough 
to  frame  useful  ordinances,  but  that  it  became 
'  necessary  to  enforce  the  execution.     Experience 
had  taught  him,  that  it  was  sometimes  requisite 
to  add  or  to  retrench;  and   that  there  are  few 
general  laws  which  are  not  to  be  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  time  and  to  the  peculiar  wants  of 
individuals.  God  gave  a  blessing  to  the  care  of  this 
yigilant  prelate;    he  completed  the  re-establish- 
ment   of   thirty-three  parishes,   in    situations  in 
-which  eleven  years  before,  ministers  only  of  the  re- 
formation had  appeared.     ^'  I  was,'*  says  he  m  one 
of  his  letters,  '^engaged  alone  in  preaching  uoring 
three  years,  amidst  all  the  contradictions,  which 
can  be  conceived ;  but  God  has  favoured  me  with 
an  ample  recompense  in  this  last  journey;    for 
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before  there  were  oiilj  a  hundred  Catholics  in 
those  parts^  and  now  there  are  but  as  many 
Huguenots." 

*  Francis  was  engaged  in  visiting  different 
parts  of  his  diocess^  with  all  the  gratification^ 
which  the  union  of  so  many  soiils  to  the  Catholic 
Church  was  capable  of  inspiring^  when  he  re^ 
ceived  letters  conveying  the  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  Jane  of  Sales^  the  youngest  of  his  sisters^ 
but  tke  one  whom  he  loved  with  the  greatest 
tenderness.  Madam  de  Chantal^  on  her  arrival 
at  Annecy^  had  requested  permission^,  to  have  for 
some  time  the  young  lady  with  hdr ;  and  Francis, 
believing  that  he  could  not  procure  fof^  her  a 
better  education^  than  that  which  the  virtuous 
widow  was  capable  of  giving^  had  confided  his 
sister  to  her  charge.     She  had  no  sooner  reached 

Montelon,  the  place"  where  Madam  de  Chantal  at 

* 

that  time  resided,  than  she  was  seized  with  a  fever 
accompanied  with  a  dysentery.  The  regard  which 
Madam  de  Chantal  had  for  her,  induced  her  to 
use  every  expedient  to  comfort  and  serve  her 
youthful  friend ;  but  all  her  kind  attention  and 
every  remedy  proved  useless ;  and  the  young  lady 
died  between  the  age  of  fourteen  and  fifteen,  jn 


.ib.t. 
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the  bloom  of  beauty^  genteel  in  her  f)cr8on^  of 
great  s^veetness  of  disposition^  and  blest  with  great 
sense  and  piety.  Madam  de  Chantal  experienced 
the  deepest  sensibility  at  the  loss ;  and  expressed  it 
to  the  holy  prelate  on  conveying  the  melancholy 
intelligence.  Francis,  though  he  was  deeply  af- 
flicted, for  it  is  not  the  property  of  virtue  to  \>e 
destitute  of  feeling  and  affection  for  those  with 
wbom  God-  has  united  us  by  the  ties  of  Mood> 
thfOMgh  he  greatly  felt  the  loss,  he  thought  the  af- 
fliction ;  of  Madam  de  Chantal  excessive.  He 
reprovedher  on  that  account,  and  copaoled  her  at 
the  same  time,  but  in  terms,  which  mark  his 
cbajEj^cter  so  strongly,  as  to  deserve  insertion.  '^  I 
obs€fi|ir  said  he  to  her  by  letter,  ^'  that  you  pos- 
sess a  warm  heart,  which  loves  and  ardently  de- 
sires its  object;  and  for  such  a  disposition  I  can- 
not but  feel  regard ;  for  of  what  value  is  a  cold 
and  insensible  heart  ?  It  is  necessary  however,  my 
dear  daughter,  to  aim  at  self-command,  and  for 
that  purpose  to  make  every  morning  a  firm  resolu- 
tion to  love  the  will  of  God  on  the  most  trying 
occasions." 


He  describes  in  another  place  his  sentiments  on 
this  loss;  he  says,  that  he  had  interrupted  his 
Tisits,  to  go  and  console  his  mother  and  brothers, 
\rhom  be  knew  to  be  much  affected  with  the  event. 
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and  that  he  himself  had  felt  very  acutely  in  conse- 
quence of  the  affliction  of  the  family.  He  ac- 
knowledges, that  in  all  ihis^  there  was  too  much 
of  human  feeling.  But  the  Saints  are  very  ri- 
gorous judges  of  their  own  conduct ;  and  this  will 
appear  from  the  manner  in  which  he  expresses  his 
sentiments.  ^^  As  for  me/*  says  he,  ^^  O !  live 
Jesus,  I  will  always  adhere  to  Divine  Providence. 
He  does  all  well,  and  disposes  of  all  things  for  the 
hest.'  What  a  happiness  for  this  girl,  to  have 
been  taKen  from  the  world,  before  malice  had 
perverted  her  mind,  and  to  have  left  a  corrupted 
place,  before  she  had  been  tainted  with  its  conta- 
gion." True  piety,  we  repeat,  does  not  require 
that  the  soul  should  be  devoid  of  feeling  amrbom- 
passion.  Jesus  Christ,  the  great  model  of  the 
Saints,  did  not  think  it  unbecoming  to  shed  a  tear 
on  the  tomb  of  Lazarus  whom  he  loved ;  he  was 
moved  to  compassion  at  the  affliction  of  his  sisters. 
It  is  therefore  lawful  to  experience  sensibility ;  but 
it  ought  to  be  shewn  in  a  moderate  degree,  with- 
out excess  or  extravagance,  and  with  perpetual 
submission  to  the  will  of  God.  An  unrelenting 
sorrow,  that  listens  to  no  suggestions,  that  never 
r^ards  the  hand,  which  gives  the  stroke  of  afflic- 
tion, must  be  extremely  liable  to  censure;  it  is 
seldom  unaccompanied  with  murmurs  against 
the  Divine  disposal,  which  is  always  wise,  and 
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alwajs  full  of  tenderness;  and  such  cbnduct  should 
be  avoided  with  extreme  Yigilance.  M^dam  de 
Chantal  profited  by  the  advice  of  the  holy  prelate ; 
she  submitted  to  the  orders  of  God ;  but  she  did 
not  consider  herself  released  from  her  obligations 
to  the  house  of  Sales ;  she  thought  herself  obliged 
to  make  some  reparation  to  that  illustrious  family 
for  the  loss  it  had  recently  suffered^  uMl  this  idea 
led  to  a  resolution^  which  she  formefV^^af  giving 
one  of  her  daughters  in  marriage  t«  one  of  the 
brothers  of  the  holy  bishop.  This  p\^  was  ex* 
ecuted  in  propiil'  time  with  the  coaiMkit  of  the# 
family^  which  deemed  itself  honoured  by  so  great 
an  allianfe* 

*  Francis  on  his  side^  after  ftftvifif  devoted  a 
suitable  time  to  the  consolation  9£  his  mother  and 
family^  recommeaced  his  visitation^  and  again  in- 
terrupted ii  to  gteach  the  lent  at  Annecy.  The 
year  foUlMrii^  f608,  he  preached  the  lent  at 
Rumilly^  a  small  town  of  Savoy,  where  he  had 
been  long  expected.  He  there  ^peeived  letters 
from  the  Duke  ef  Savoy,  which  obliged  him,  at 
the  conclusion  of  le&t,  to  repair  to  Thonon  on 
pressing'^isiness.  There  stands  on  record  a  cir- 
cumstance on  this  occasion,  which  indicates  a 
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greit   spirit   of  mortification.     He  was  ladgin^ 
with  oil^  of  his  friends;  the  company  was  seated 
at  table ;  but  one  of  the  attendants  by  mistake  had 
put  in  the  salt-cellar  flour  instead  of  salt.     The 
others  of  the  party  soon  perceived  the  mistake; 
but  the  bot^  prelate^  accustomed  to  pay  no  atten* 
tion  to  what  he  was  eatings  continued  to  make 
use  of  floitt  instead  of  salt^  and  would  not  have 
been  awarfe  of  the  circumstance^  if  the  master  of 
the  hbuse^  ott  ordering  the  mistake  to  be  rectified^ 
had  not  mllde  an  apology.     The  holy  prelate^  ^ho 
concealed 'lis  virtues  with  as  much  care  as  others 
shew  to  hide  their  defects,  was  somewhat  morti- 
fied that  his  indifference  to  whatever  was  placed 
before  him  should  be  thus  noticed,   and  changed 
abruptly  tlJIf  cddlrersation ;  but  the  respect  enter- 
tained for  him  fflfduced  the  company  to  suppriess 
any  expression  of  their  opinion  toncerning  a  life, 
which   while  it  exhibited  nothilkg  ex#a#idinary^ 
Was  in  reality  a  continued  series  wiiK)rtflrcation. 

■'  '.■ 
*  Francis  Iflfeird  about  this  time,  that  a  reli- 
gious man  belonging  to  a  very  iriftstere  order,  had 
done  him  a  very  unpleasant  s^rvi^  in  a  coitamuni- 
cation  with  his  Holiness.  He  had  giverf^^forma- 
tion  by  letter,  that  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  was  not 
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soflSciently  attentive  to  banish  heretical  books 
from  his  diocess ;  that  performances  of  tbe  most 
dangerous  kind  were  daily  circulated  from  Geneva^ 
which  were  received  and  read  with  avidity  by  the 
new  Catholics;  and  that  if  this  disorder  continued^ 
nothing  could  be  expected  but  a  deplorable  re- 
lapse  of  th^e  unfortunate  persons  into  their  ancient 
errors.  It  would  be  difficult  to  assign  tile  reason^ 
which  led  this  religious  man  to  advance  such  a 
calumny.  All  that  is  known  of  him  is^  thai  he 
had  been  employed  in  the  diocess  as  a  missionaiy ; 
that  he  was  a  man  of  extravagant  zeal^  who  was 
deficient  in  prudence^  and  never  could  endure 
that  any  discreet  and  prudential  precautions  should 
be  observed  towards  the  Calvinists.  His  learning 
was  below  mediocrity ;  and  wA  acik>mpanied 
vrith  all  that  presumption^  which  persons  of  this 
description  usually  tlisplay ;  a  character  extremely 
dangerous;  and  pMfectly  opposed  to  that  of  the 
holy  prelafb.  Hte  bad  often  exercised  the  patience  ^ 
of  the  Bishop;  and  would  have  proceeded  long  in 
the  same  manner^  if  from  a  conviction  that  his 
services  were  more  hurtful  than  advantageous^  the 
holy  man  had  not  requested  his  superiors  to  recal 
him.  Humility  never  belonged  exclusively  to  any 
situation ;  in  vain  is  a  public  profession  made  of 
that  virtue;  self-love  finds  singular  resources; 
what  it  loses  on  one  side^    it  gains  on  another ; 
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all  events  serve  to  feed  the  flame^  even  what  ap- 
pears calculated  to  extinguish  it.  The  religious 
man  in  question  considered  his  recal  by  his  supe- 
riors^ as  an  injury^  which  he  had  received  from 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva ;  and  this  apparently  gave 
birth  to  his  calumny.  He  could  not  well  have 
selected  an  accusation  agaihst  the  holy  prelate, 
more  remote  from  all  appearance  of  truth.  His 
vigilance  in  this  particular  could  not  be  exceeded; 
and  as  he  was  persuaded^  that  bad  books  are  ever 
pef^uliarly  calculated  to  corrupt  the  mind  and  the 
hearty  he  spared  no  pains  to  prevent  their  circu- 
lation. But  hatred  is  ever  blind  in  its  attempts. 
As  the  accusation  came  from  a  distance^  it  was 
not  easy  to  ascertain  the  falsehood ;  at  least  that 
was  the  calculation  of  the  religious^  and  on  tbis 
dangerous  principle^  he  without  difficulty  became 
the  accuser  of  a  holy  Bishop^  of  whose  innocence 
he  was  well  aware^  as  he  had  laboured  in  his 
diocess^  and  must  have  witnessed  many  circum- 
stances^ which  left  no  doubt  on  the  subject 
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'  ■  ^HE  high  reputation^  which  Francis  enjojed 
'***»  '  =«t  RcHne,  completely  destroyed  the  credit  rf 
Ae  jealumnj,  which  had  been  raised.     The  Pope 
was  leas  disposed  than  any  other  to  believe  the 
$bargie  ;  and  indeed  there  was  so  little  appearance 
rf-  probability^  that  a  Prelate,  who  had  shewed 
si^lili' distinguished  zeal  for  the  faiths  should  ne- 
glect a  precaution,  in  which  its  existence  amoi^ 
his  flock  was  involved,  that  it  appears  a  matter 
of  extreme  surprise,  how  his  enemies  should  se- 
lect this  mode  of  attack,  i^ainst  which  his  justi- 
fication became  so  obvious.     But  malice  is  ever 
blind ;  and  besides  it  was  no  easy  task  ta  invent  a 
charge  against  a  Bishop  of  so  irreproachable  a 
character.      Francis  deviated  from  his  usual  prac- 
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tice  on  this  occasion.  An  invincible  patience  v 
the  weapon,  which  he  geWfjoXly  opposed  to  " 
injuries  of  his  adyersaries ;  but  as  this  affair  c^ 
cerned  hi3  zeal  for  religion,  and  the  honour 
his  character,  he  M^rote  in  a  forcible  manneF  t* 
Cardinal,  with  whom  he  was  intimately  tM 
nected;  and  by  the  minutes  of  his  visitation, 
which  copies*weilf  transmitted  to  Rome,  he  jua 
filed  the  diligence  and  the  precautions,  v^hich 

y.had  shewn  in  banishing  heretical  books  from 
^   diocess.     As  to  the  religious  man,  who  had  4 
cusedhimso  falsely,  thpugh  he  had  beenjian 
to  him,  the  holy  prelate  betrayed  no  kind  of 
sentment  towards  him,  ndr  ever  made  any  cq 

^  plaints  on  the  subject  to  his  superiors,  but  v 
satisfied  with  sending  this  justification  to  i 
Pope.  His  Holiness  informed  by  the  Cardinal 
the  subject  contained  in  the  communication 
Francis,  thought  it  a  duty  to  bestow  on  b 
some  public  marks  of  esteem  and  confid^w 
with  this  view  he  employed  him  in  two  vi 
honourable  commissions ;  one  r^arded  the  ref 
mation  of  the  celebrated  convent  of  the*  Nuns 
Puy  d*  Orbe ;  mud  by  the  other,  he  was  associai 
with  the  Bishop  of  Bale,  to  a^ust  in  quality 
Apostolical  commissary,  the  difference  which  1 
loi^  subsisted  between  the  Archdukes  and  1 
clergy  of  Franche  Comte>  relative  to  the  salt-pit 
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lo  order  to  carry  aito  effect  the  injuDCtioti  of  * 
bis  {loliness,  he  oi^red  to  the  Abbey  of  Puj 
d'  Orbe.  He  begaa  his  visit  by  very  zealous 
exhortations;  it  was  his  favourite  mai^iiu^  that  it 
Was  requisite  to  convince  the  mind  of  the  ileces-* 
sity  of  reformation,  before  the  work  could  be 
undertaken.  He  observed  on  this  subject^  that 
liberty  is  so  congenial  to  the  'heart  of  man^  that 
iui  attachment  to  it  perpetually  recurs;  that  what- 
ever iS  undertaken  in  opposition  to  this  sptri|^ 
caijnot  be  of  long  duration^  and  that  a  yoke  which^ 
id  borne  with  constraint^  is  soon  shaken  off;  that 
in  ^*der  to  enlighten  the  mind^  some  impression 
itiust  be  made  on  the  will,  if  we  hope  to  gain  tb^ 
l^eart^  and  lay  a  solid  foundation  of  a  pious 
establishment.  Agreeably  to  these  principles,  he 
had  several  conferences  with  the  Nuns;  he  con- 
vinced them  of  the  inconveniences^  which  neces- 
sarily resulted  from  the  liberty,  that  had  been 
^^trpduced  into  their  convent ;  and  he  succeeded 
*^  persuading  them,  that  when  once  the  world 
*^^  been  relinquished,  its  spirit  should  never  be 
Resumed;  that  the  only  happiness,  which  they 
^^uld  expect  to  enjoy  jn  this  world,  must  necessa- 
rily arise  from  peace  of  conscience,  and  tranquil- 
lity of  heart,  and  that  these  blessings  could  be 
insured  only  by  an  attachment  to  their  rule,  and 
the  performance  of  their  duty.     Wlien  the  mind 
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t'ce  on  this  OGca9icm.5  Ar  ^mparable  meelnen 
*he  weapon,  which  b-^  ^J^jgrt     He  explaMcd  to 
'HJuries  of  his  adve^yj^  hig  commissioti  directed 
kerned  his  zeal   .^^.fbeir  convent  the  rale  of 
"*s  character  .^y^ its  extint ;   but  he  assured 
Cardinal,     f^^^  n(A  his  intention  to  lead  them 
'^^cted;    j^'i^ftom   one  extreme  to  another; 
hic^   ^jli^^  shew  proper  condescension,  and 
*»ea      <^j^;d  trodertake   for  that  purpose  to 
^  ^  £!dncurrence  of  his  Holiness.     He  ac- 
^ij^^  exempted  them  from   some  corporal 
'fr^J^gj^  but  only  with  a  view  to  form  them 
^^  practice  of  interior  virtues,  such  as  retire- 
1^4  assiduity  in  prayer,  the  exercise  of  the 
presence  of  God,  humility  snd  charity,  which  an 
Ifrferested  spirit  and  an  intercourse  with  the  world 
£ad  almost  banished  from  that  Abbey;  he  re- 
itioved  idleness  which  had  been  introduced  by  the 
fepcated  visits  of  worldly  persons ;  he  regulated 
the  employment  of  their  time,    and  the  stated 
occupations  of  each  day;  finally  he  made  a  code 
of  regulations,  distinguished  by  prudence,  meek- 
ness and  charity,  and  enforced  their  observance. 
God  gave  a  hlesrii^  to  his  care  and  his  zeal ;  the 
assumed  a  new  appearance;    christian 
ue  and  religious  perfection  were  seen  to  revive 
»»  that  house,  and  its  members  now  edified  the 
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\e  same  pro^fcNrtion  as  tliey  bad  %efore  * 
.1  bj  an  iil-judged  liberty. 

t 

When  this  afiair  was  adjusted^  faef  roceeded  * 
to  Ae  Abbey  of  Beaame,  where  the  Bishop  <yf 
B&Ie  and  the  agents  of  the  parties  were  waiting' 
for  him  to  terminate  the  difference,  whieh  haa 
heca   flKotioned    between    the    Archdttkes    of 
Fhntei,  SDd  the  clergy  of  Fraoche  Cdmt6.  THii' 
ttisiai#fcid  been  long  depending;  and  4he  M^^ 
JO'wiQg  is  the  history  of  the  transaction.     The 
^pits  of  Burgundy  had  for  along  period  of  ' 
luae^  been  divided  between  the  Counts  of  that 
P^onaoe  and  the  dergy;*the  right  was  ineontet- 
^Ue,  and  had  been  confirmed  by  the  possession 
^F  many  centuries.     Philip  II.  King  of  Spain,  in 
9^ttlity  of  Count  of  Burgundy,    had  however 
^^*Kllfid  ill  question  the  daim  of  the  clergy;  but  he 
^^Wwards  acknowledged  the  justice  of  their  ^ire- 
^^^■nons ;  and  an  agreement  was  formed,  by  which 
**ic  dergy  were  to  renounce  the  properly  of  the 
"^^tipits,  and  the  king  waa  to  bind  himself  and 
^ii  successors  for  erer^.  to  fiiMt|||^  certaiif  quan- 
^  of  aalt,    which  jna  sfllMpiy  arbitration. 
AlUn  jemaioed  for  some  tiniin  IMir situation  to 
ftesatiBfactHm  of  both  parties.  Bat  the  iftressors 


*Ang.  ofSde«.     Book  VI.     Adoh.    Book  IL 


/ 
I  Ml  IHfi  IIFB  OF  ST.  FRAN0I8 

1.1  iUitac,  who  had  engageiin  this  treafj^  aMbtti 
iliul  flic  liitcrotits  of  the  clergy  had  not  l^edPbffi 
i  It  111  I y  ultciidi'd  to ;  that  a  considerable  infractioi 
«il  the  artkles  had  taken  place,  and  that  tb 
( Ing^  by  no  means  received  the  quantity  of  aall 
which  Ihcy  had  derived  from  that  source  befor 
thi'y  Mirrrudcred  the  property  which  tbey  sharei 
III  Ihc  |»ita  to  the  King.  The  King  admitted  tb- 
luot;  iHJt  he  replied,  that  no  injustice  vas  o: 
tliat  acfount  done  to  the  clergy;  tbat%eiDgK 
IcuMcd  by  ijtie  terms  c^the  treaty  from  the  charges 
which  he  was  obliged  to  bear,  both  to  keep  th 
pita  in  order,  and  to  prepare  the  salt,  it  was  no 
just,  tliat  they  should  demand  the  same  quantity 
as  they  received  before  the  treaty  was  fraiped. 

As  the  parties  were  unable  to  adjust  the  difie 
f^Nce,  an  agreement  was  made  to  refer  the  wfaol 
biiainess  to  the  decision  of  Pope  Clement  YIIl 
His  Holiness  named  as  his  commissaries  the  Ardi 
bishop  and  the  Dean  of  Besan^on ;  but  the  com 
missi^m  lemained  without  effirct  br  the  death  c 
the  King  and  lltA  nf  the  Pope,  which  followo 
»liortly  aftn*.  Mtfp  IIL  having  succeeded  t 
Philip  IL  n^  Hri  V.  to  Oc^  VUI,  lb 
adiair  ^nia  prmecufed  with  additional  vjgnoi 
But  on  a  complaint  <rom  Philip  IIL  that  in  lb 
iir«t    coiami<$ioa   parties   concerned    had  hen 


f 
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^en  to  him  as  judge|>  the  Pope  addreipd  the 
mission  to  the  Bishops  of  Ast  and  LMsanne. 
death  of  the  latter  destroyed  the  effect  of  the 
commission.  Finally  at  the  solicit»tioo  of 
^  Austria  and  of  Isabella  Claire  Eugenie^ 
rchdoles  of  the  Low  Countries^  and  Counts 
Burgundy,  Princes  distinguished  by  their^piety, 
^i^Iio  conscientiously  desired  to  do  justice  to  the 
olergy  of  Franche  Comte,  the  Pope  named  as  his 
commissaries  the  Bishops  of  B&le  and  of  Greneva^ 
«^o  bring  the  matter  to  a  final  close. 


icis  possessed  talents  for  accommodating 
ices^  of  which  he.  had  exhibited  mi^ny 
l*>^ocl|i;  and  to  succeed  in  this  business,  required 
^11  his^kill.  The  number  of  the  parties  iaterested 
*»^  the  discussion,  th<B  diversity  of  their  claims, 
^be  great  mass  of  documents  necessa^pity  to  be 
^^^^mined^  the  intricacies  of  legal  sophistcy  to  be 
Unravelled,  the  obscurity  and  embarrassment,  in 
'^^hich  the  whole  business  by  these  means  had  been 
^•^Volved,  all  these  circumstances  rendered  the 
^^ork  of  accommodation  extremely  difficult.  The 
^hlplication,  the  prudence,  the  penetration  of  the 
^ii(l%  prelate  surmounted  these  difficulties;  h^ 
^Q4!l|M^ed  the  quantity  of  salt,  claimed  by  the 

I         ^^^flK'  ^°^^  ^  ^^""  ^^  money,   iijnth  which  the 
I        i*am|[  of  the  Prince  were  to  k*  charged ;  and 

V       ^> 
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<be  pipperfy  of  the  pits  was  to  be  iavested  inr- 
Couofiof  Burguodj  for  ever.  TUi  mnmagem 
■wC  tht  wishes  ci  the  Archdukes;  the^  tesil 
tbeiAptttitude  by  letterfl^  full  of  esteem 
Sttnimm;  mad  to  these  expression  of 
th^  idded  a  present  worthj  of  their 
It  eoosfsted  of  a  silver  chapel^  with  eveijr 
sifj  omament  for  the  service  of  the  altar;  aac 
this  weie  added  many  superb  pieces  of  plate 
his  table.  Francis  bad  a  natural  aversion  to  p 
sents;  and  as  it  clearly  appears  from  the  fori: 
parts  of  this  history^  be  could  never  be  induced 
aci^pt  them.  The  purity  of  his  motivead^b 
allow  him  to  pay  the  smallest  regard  to  his  p4|| 
iDteiest;  his  vintiieand  the  natural  generq|Ngr< 
hi$  tQii|ier^  equally  concurred  to  promtie  t 
diuntarested  disposition.  However  the^piality 
the  ptffims^  who  offered  the  presents^  wnd  oti 
accompariy'ing  circumstances,  prevented  him  fn 
declining  the  favour ;  but,  as  it  will  appear  jfri 
the  subsequent  part  of  the  history,  the  poor  < 
rived  greptar  benefit  than 'iiiniself  from  the  i 
nation.     ^  * 

*  He  had  scarcely  completed  this  c6nmii|| 
from  dhe  Ho^  See^  when  he  received  aoott 

,    m     ,*    ,    .m  i»i       — i^%aii»      ■     ■  ■       -  ■     t .  ■  .  ■  I  ■  .  ■  ■■  ■   ^      ^ 
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tefehn  the  coovent  of  St.  Catherine.     Hfc  found 
^feit  this  talk  so  easy^  as  the  boMness  rrflhtt^e  t6 
^%i>boine  of  Puy  d*  Orbe.     Some  of  the  Nuns 
-Mffiil^  hia  operations ;  and  loudly  deolttred  that 
•Hkf  ^iagfat  vot  to  be  bound  by  any  oblei^an^es, 
MidrMiey  had  not  found  established  at  their 
I^Mfesiion.     Frtincia  who  was  always  an  enemy  of 
irMence^  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  ha?e  recourse 
te  constraint;  be  contented  hinaself  with  removing 
aonembuses^   which  had  been  gradually  intro- 
duced into  the*  house,  and  which  in  his  opinion 
iKidier  -time  nor  custom  could  justify.   But  having 
fi#pl  many  of  the  members  well  disposed  to  lead 
Mbaie  perfect  life^  be  withdrew  them  from  this 
^"ConlHiti  and  established  them  at  Seissel,  a  town 
iQ  biadliocess.  -  He  joined  to  the  rule  c^  0t.  Ber- 
i^rd,-  which  they  professed,    excellent  eonstitu- 
tions,  which  they  observe  at  the  pMsent  time, 
^nd  enforce  in  the  houses,  which  have  been  since 


After  these  commissions  had  ,been  executed, 

Francis  continued  to  visit  some  parishes,  which 

^^uired  his  attention  and  presence;  he  then  re- 

*anhKied  to  Annecy,  to  complete  his  Incomparable 

'^boak^  Xhe- Introduction  to  a  Devout  Life;  a  work 

'^itt.;,  useful  and  in  fuch  high  eatimaiion,    as  to 

^^Mrr.  <dl  .  commimlatioa   nuawaisiiy;    it  will 
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t^erefoie  be  sufficient  to  relate  the  iDotives  aii4 
the  occasion  of  this  great  performwce.*      Th^ 
reader  must  already  have  remarked^   that  God 
bad  randered  the  cony^rsion  of  heretics  aqd  sin*- 
ners  in  some  measure  subservient  -to  the  instrue^ 
tions  of  the  holy  prelate ;  it  has  likewise  appeared; 
that  he  never  lost  sight  of  those^  whom  Gpd  haed 
called  by  bis  ministry  to  a  more  regubr  and  holj 
life ;  and  that  after  having  begotten  th^m  to  Jesus 
Christ  by  the  word  of  life^  he  continued  to  feed 
them^  in  the  language  of  the  Apostle^  either  with 
milk  or  with  solid  food^  agreeably  to  their  strength 
or  their  wants.f     A  lady  of  quality  in   Savoy^ 
who  was  closely  connected  with  him^  and  who.' 
possessed  a  mind  superior  to  her  sex^  placed  her-* 
self  under  his  direction.     The  holy  prelate^  who 
had  observed  in  her  a  great  fund  of  talents  and  of 
virtue^  bestowed  great  pains  on  her  instruction^ 
and  committed  to  writing  the  advice  which  he  had 
repeatedly  given  her^  both   for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  her  memory^  and  of  saving  the  trouble  of 
repetition.      But  shortly  after^    some  l^al  pro* 
ceedings  called  her  to  Cbamberry^  and  the  stay 
she  was  obliged  to  make  in  that  city^  necessarilj 
interrupted  all  oral  communicatioq  with  her  di- 


-►-r' 
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Wctor;  he  therefore  permitted  her  to  ^rrite  to 
hxm,  and  regularly  aDsi;?ered  her  letters,  M^ithotit 
My  other  view  but  for  her  private  direction,  and 
^ihottt  the  smallest  idea,  that  his  instructions 
^ere  ever  to  appear  before  the  public.     But  the 
I^vidence  of  God  had   other  designs.      This 
Iiuly  collected  all  the  letters,  and  joining  them  to 
tbe  other  instructions,  which   she  had  received 
ffom  the  holy  prelate,  shewed  the  whole  to  t\\e 
father  Fourrier,  a  Jesuit,  whom   she  had  taken 
for  her  director,  and  who  was  at  that  time  rector 
of  the  college  of  Chamberry.     This  pious  and 
l^Utied    religious    admired   the   solidity   of  the 
Utttructions  contained  in  these  letters  and  papers, 
and  thinking  them  useful  in  the  extreme  for  the 
^^oiiduct  of  persons  in  the  world,  he  wrote  to  the 
^^y  prelate  to  beg  him  to  give  them  the  last 
fiush,    and  form   them  into  a  complete  work. 
The  holy  bishop  declined  the  task ;  his  profound 
htttnility  did   not  permit  him  to  think,    that  a 
work  of  such  supposed  utility  could  be  formed 
from  his  letters  and  loose  papers.     The  father 
Fourrier  renewed  his  entreaties,  and  threatened 
to  publish  to  the  world  his  letters  and  instruc- 
tioiis  in  the  form,  in  which  they  then  appeared, 
if  he  could  not  induce  him  to  comply  with  a  re- 
quest, which  he  thought  would  be  attended  with 
^uch  sapernumerary  advantages, 
voi^  u.  & 
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About  the  same  time  Henry  IV .  engaged  one 
day  in  a  conversation  with  Deshayes^  the  intimate 
friend  of  Francis  at  the  court  of  France^  assured 
him^  that  he  beheld  with  deep*  concem  the  spirif 
of  libertinism^  which  had  been  introduced  into 
the  court.  He  observed  to  him^  that  after  havir^ 
given  to  the  subject  the  fullest  consideration,  he 
believed  the  evil  to  originate  in  two  causes;  the 
first  was^  that  the  great  proportion  of  mankind 
entertained  on  the  subject  of  religion  very  opposite 
sentiments^  but  which  produced  nearly  the  same 
practical  effects ;  that  some  deemed  it  to  be  un- 
worthy of  God^  to  pay  any  attention  to  human 
actions,  and  to  shew  any  displeasure  at  their 
conduct;  that  others  on  the  contrary  were  peiS 
suaded  that  nothing  escaped  Hi^  knowledge,  liut 
that  He  watches  over  us  only  to  punish  our 
offences;  that  He  pardons  no  crime,  or  at  least 
that  to  recover  His  favour,  such  efforts  are  to  be 
made,  as  are  superior  to  the  weakness  of  human 
nature.  The  first  delusion,  added  the  King,  can 
be  productive  only  of  the  most  frightful  disorders ; 
but  the  second  occasions  the  most  singular  per- 
plexities, and  leads  often  to  despair ;  a  situation, 
from  which  it  becomes  peculiarly  difficult  to 
recover,  as  directors  themselves  but  too  frequentlj 
make  the  road  of  virtue  so  rough  and  impassable, 
that  most  men  are  deterred  from  even  aspiring  to 
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walk  iQ  it.     Tbis^  in  my  judgment^  added  this 
Great  Prince^    is  the  second  cause  of  the  dis*^,^ 
Qiders  of  mankind;    for   conceiving   a   disgust 
for  pietj^  and  deeming  its  practice  impo^ible, 
or  at  least  so  difficulty  as  to  preclude  all  hopes  of 
attaioing  the  summit  of  virtue^  they  never  think 
of  changing  their  lives,  postpone  their  conversion 
till  death,  by  vrhich  they  are  surprised,  and  thus 
ve  prevented  from    executing    any   good  pur- 
pose.    I  should  therefore  wish,   continued  the 
Kiog,  that  tlie  first  of  these  descriptions  of  persons 
8bouI4  be  convinced  of  so  fatal  an  error,  that  they 
^uld  be  frightened,  that  they  should  be  filled 
^ith  alarm ;  for  they  certainly  do  not  deserve  to 
be  treated  so  tenderly  as  the  others ;  but  I  should 
£;rQatly  desire  that  every  efibrt  should  be  made,  to 
calm  the  disquietude  of  the  other  class  of  persons ; 
^^  their  despair  should  be  obviated,  by  repfe- 
^^ting  God  as  a  being  infinitely  good,  vfho  re- 
Sards  our  weaknesses  with  compassion,  who  con* 
^ders  us  as  his  children,  returning  to  their  father, 
^ho  anticipates  our  desires,  who  supports  us  in 
our  good  purposes,  who  wishes  the  perdition  of 
^P  one,  but  who  on  the  contrary  desires  that  all 
IiK^  may  be  saved.     Finally,  I  should  not  wish 
to  aee  sinners  flattered,   by  a  weak  conduct  or 
l>y  timid  condescension,  which  can  promote  only 
their  ruin ;    but  I  should   not  approve  of  thmk 

K  2 
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method  of  treatment  which  would  disgust  them 
by  unseasonable  rigour^  or  which  would  represent 
virtue  in  such  odious  colours^  as  to  discount 
its  practice. 

Deshayes  was  about  to  interrupt  the  King^  not 
for  the  purpose  of  contradicting  his  observations, 
though  he  fully  enjoyed  that  privilege,  wh^i  His 
Majesty  resumed  his  discourse,  and  said,  that  be 
had  always  wished  that  some  able  person  would 
lay  down  a  plan  of  a  Christian  life  for  people  in 
the  world  agreeably  to  their  calling;  that  he 
would  have  such  a  plan  to  be  equally  remote  from 
the  relaxation  of  latter  times,  and  from  a  disgust- 
ing severity  incompatible  with  their  engagements; 
that  it  should  be  exacts  judicious,  and  such  as 
persons  belonging  to  the  court  and  the  higher 
classes,  without  excepting  even  Kings  and  Princes, 
might  adopt ;  that  he  had  thought  of  the  Bishop 
of  Geneva,  as  a  person  qualified  to  execute  such  a 
task ;  that  he  did  not  believe  there  was  a  person  in 
the  world  more  capable  of  succeeding  in  such  an 
attempt,  and  that  he  commissioned  him  to  write 
to  the  Bishop  on  the  subject  in  his  name. 
Deshayes  performed  the  commission;  the  hdy 
prelate  convinced  that  God  required  of  him, 
what  the  father  Fourrier  had  often  represented  to 
him  so  forcibly,  consented  that  the  notes  anil 
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letterSj  which  have  been  mentioned^  should  be 
tent  hack ;  and  with  those  materiab  he  composed 
the  excellent  work^  called  The  Introduction  to  a 
Oerout  Life^  which  he  addresses  to  Philothea^  or 
the  devout  soul.  His  intention  was  to  acknow- 
ledge in  the  preface^  that  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty  had  suggested  the  plan ;  but  that  Great 
*  Prince  forbade  any  such  acknowledgnient,  and 
iisiste^  that  the  whole  merit  should  be  ascribed 
tQ  the  Bishop.  This  appears  from  several  letters^ 
which  passed  on  the  occasion. 

*  It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  high 
eitiroation^  in  which  the  book  was  held  on  its 
Teiy  first  appearance.  Catholics  as  well  as  Cal- 
vinists,  whose  opinions  were  so  di&rent  on  other 
subjects^  were  unanimous  in  their  commendations 
of  this  inimitable  performance.  It  contributed 
to  recal  some  to  the  knowledge  of  truths  and 
others  to  a  better  life;  no  sooner  had  it  been  pub- 
lished in  the  original  French^  than  it  was  trans- 
lated into  every  language  of  Europe.  These  are 
few  books^  of  which  editions  have  been  multiplied 
with  such  rapidity ;  at  the  present  time  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  every  one^  and  held  in  as  great  estimation 
'  ascTer;  and  though  it  possesses  not  that  purity 
of  language^  which  in  that  state  of  French  lite- 
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rature  was  ascribed  to  it,  it  has  lost  nothing 
its  value.  Henry  IV.  a  Prince  of  an  exquisi 
judgment,  acknowledged  that  it  surpassed  hi&  c: 
pectations ;  he  bestowed  on  it  invariably  tf 
greatest  commendation.  Mary  of  Medid/  h 
royal  consort,  did  not  conceive  for  it  less  esteem 
this  she  testified  by  sending  a  copy  to  James  1 
King  of  Great  Britain.  That  Sovereign,  one  c 
the  most  learned  that  ever  filled  the  Englis 
throne,  notwithstanding  his  separation  from  ti 
Church  of  Rome,  and  his  prepossessions  again 
Catholic  writers,  read  it  very  assiduously,  an 
always  carried  it  with  him.  He  observed  on  tl 
subject  of  this  work,  that  those  of  his  communio 
who  attempted  to  write,  never  displayed  fh 
unction,  which  is  difiused  over  this  book;  ai 
he  acknowledged,  that  it  was  one  of  the  strikii 
marks  of  the  spirit  of  God,  with  which  the  auth 
was  animated  in  the  composition.  Peter  de  Y 
lars.  Archbishop  of  Vienne/  and  Metropolitan 
Geneva,^  wrote  to  the  holy  prelate  to  congral 
late  Irim  on  the  occasion.  His  letter  is  still  i 
tint,  and  contains  such  commendations,  as  ado 
of  no  addition.  It  would  exceed  the  bounds 
history  to  record  aU  that  was  said  and  written 
its  favour. 

'  However,  as  it  is  not  given  to  all,  to  fora 
correct  judgment  of  the  best  thii^,  and  as  the 
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more  it  displays. of  temerity^  the  more  it  applai 

its  own  hasty  actions. 

»       •  ■ 

Francis  being  informed  of  the  singular  mam 
in  which  this  religious  man  had  treated  his  be 
displayed  a  degree  of  meekness  and  condescensi 
perhaps  without  example.  The  unlimited  i 
cacy  of  an  author  with  respect  to  his  own  \ 
ductions  is  well  known ;  the  tenderness  of  pan 
to  their  children  is  perhaps  but  a  faint  represei 
tion  of  his  feelings;  it  is  a  tender  part^  thi 
never  touched  with  impunity.  Francis  was  ] 
fectly  free  from  this  sensibility^  which  falls  to 
share  of  the  greatest  part  of  mankind^  but  wl 
arises  from  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  self  love^ 
from  a  degree  of  blind  vanity^  which  may  be  c 
bated>  but  is  seldom  overcome ;  not  being  abl 
justify  the  presumptuous  conduct  of  this  relig 
roan^  he  excused  his  intention.^  He  says^  i 
such  a  tone  of  moderation^  as  if  the  work  of 
othes.  had  been  concerned^  that  he  could  I 
wished  to  have  received  a  dir^t  statement  of 
objections  of  this  religious  man  to  his  book;. 
as  he  had  advanced  nothing  but  on  good  author 
the  good  man  might  probably  have  yielded  to 


*  St.  Francis  of  Sale's  Preface  to  the  Treatise  on.  the 
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reasons^  or  that  he  himself  might  have  adopted 

the  reasoning  of  the  objector ;  that  after  all  thai 

could  be  said^  no  writer  had  ever  satisfied  the 

g^ieral  taste  of  the  world ;  that  as  the  dispo^tions 

of  men  are  so  various^  and  their  manner  of  judging 

^  diiferent^  it-was  not  possible  that  a  work  should 

tneei  with  surh  general  approbation^  as  not  to 

ttcite  «ome  censure ;  that  he  had  fully  expected 

it,  and  that  he  was  much  more  surprised  to  meet 

hiMt  with  one  angry  critic,  than  if  he  had  been 

■ 

^sailed  by  a  greater  number. 

Persons  were  not  wanting,  who  observed  to 
him,  that  in  truth  this  religious  man  was  perfectly 
n^9.8ter  of  his  own  sentiments,  and  that  it  never 
could  be  construed  into  a  crime  to  have  disap- 
px*oved  of  his  book ;  but  that  nothing  could  jus- 
tiljr  an  action  so  violent  as  to  burn  it  in  the  pulpit; 
that  a  religious  man  without  rank  could  not  be 
^c  judge  of  the  doctrine  of  a  Bishop,  and  that 
siicfa  a  notorious  act  exhibited  insupportable  te<- 
it^erity ;  that  Christian  patience  had  certain  limits ; 
«-nd  that,  though  it  were  only  to  do  justice  to  the 
honour  due  to  his  character,  he  ought  to  complain 
^o  the  superiors  of  this  man,  and  to  demand  jus- 
tice.   There  are  few  persons,    who  would  not 
nave  yielded  to  such  reasons,  and  who  under  the 
pretext  of  vindicating  character,  would  not  have 
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enjojed  a  secret  pleasure  in  procuring  the  puniA-* 
ment  of  an  injury  directed  against  their  persons. 
But  the  holj  prelate  possessed  a  fund  of  meekness^ 
which  rendered  him  averse  to  such  artificial  rea- 
soning ;  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  artifices 
of  self-love;  he  knew  Ihat  while  it  apparently 
leads  us  to  forget  ourselves^  it  in  reality  draws  us 
more  securely  to  that  point ;  that  the  vindication 
of  character  is  but  a  pretext^  and  that  the  feelings 
are  wholly  interested  in  favour  of  the  offeDded 
person. 

These  reasons  induced  him  to  reply  to  his  friends^ 
that  there  was  so  much  connection  between  sexttir 
ments  and  actions^  that  nothing  would  be  found 
more  difficult  than  to  avoid  a  transition  from  one 
to  the  other ;  that  these  distinctions  l)f tween  cha- 
racter and  person  were  of  a  very  delicate  teiiture ; 
that  self-love  was  too  much  interested  in  the  con- 
cern not  to  be  gratified;  that  the  Gospel  was  made 
for  Bishops  as  well  as  for  other  Christians ;  tbat 
it  <;ommanded  all  mankind  to  repay  evil  witb 
goodj  and  though  the  command  had  not  been  so 
express^  he  felt  it  base  and  dishonourable  to  take 
revenge  upon  a  man^  whose  station  rendered  him 
weaker  than  himself.  But  if  the  forbearance  of 
Francis  proved  thus  edifying^  the  conduct  of  the 
superiors  of  this  religious  person^  was  no  inconsi- 
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durable  source  of  scandal.     His  action  had  been 
so  public,  that  they  must  have  been  apprised  of  it; 
th^  ought  accordingly  themselves  to  have  done  . 
jitsticc .  without  any  solicitation.     The  character, 
tbte  birth,  the  merit,  the  high  opinion  which  had 
been  foimed  of  the  sanctity  of  the  offended  per- 
son, even  his  moderation,  and  the  public  applause 
^^Hich  had  been  bestowed  on  his  work,  that  had 
be«j  thus  injuriously  treated,   all  these  circum- 
ststuces  demanded  such  a  reparation ;  they  how- 
cv^er  remained  silent  on  the  occasion ;  a  proof  suf- 
fic!:ie!itly  clear,  that  certain  sallies,  which  appear 
*c>   be  indulged  by  individuals,  but  too  frequently 
hai^Ye  the  secret  approbation  of  the  whole  body. 
S  nt  God  raised  up  to  the  holy  prelate  an  ayeoger, 
^^lio  did  not  so  easily  pardon  the  injury,  which  had 
^^en  committed  against  his  master  and  his  friend; 
^V^F  these  were  the  appellations,  which  he  gene- 
lly  used.    This  was  the  celebrated  Peter  Camus, 
'ishop  of  Belley,  whose  writings  exhibit  some 
those  vigorous  and   animated  strokes,   those 
*^1ect  terms  of  reproach,   which  he  liberally  be- 
^♦ows  on  all  occasions,  on  those  who  had  treated 
'^is  master  with  such  disrespect.     Francis,  who 
^^ver  wished  to  avenge  himself,  would  never  have 
^^ffened  another  to  perform  the  ofBce ;  but  death 
*^^  given  full  liberty  to  the  resentment  of  his 
^•'iend,  who  was  determined  not  to  spare  thote^ 
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"who   had    shewn   so   little  regard  to  th^  holj 
prelate. 

*  The  reputation  vrhich  Francis  had  acquired 
by  The  Introduction  to  a  Devout  Life^  had  reached 
Geneva  in  spite  of.  the  vigilant  attention  of  the 
ministers,  and  had  attracted  to  Annecy  persons  of 
all  ranks  in  society^  who  crowded  thither  to  re- 
ceive instruction.  The  charity  of  the  holy  pre* 
late  was  not  confined  to  the  care  of  th^  soul,  but 
was  extended  to  the  wants  of  the  body^  and  in 
this  laudable  object  he  nearly  exhausted  his  means. 
Among  the  persons  whom  he  gained  to  Christ, 
there  was  a  young  mau  of  an  excellent  unde^tand- 
ing,  who  had  commenced  his  studies  with  sue- 
cess;  Francis  sent,  him  to  the  college  of  the 
Jesuits  at  Chamberry^  regularly  paid  his  pension^ 
and  supported  him  for  three  years;  after  which 
term  he  provided  him  with  an  establishment. 
Another  he  enabled  to  follow  a  profession,  de* 
frayed  the  charges  of  his  apprenticeship^  and  pur- 
chased his  chartered  privil^e;  two  others  he  as- 
sisted to  perform  a  journey  to  Rome,  and  gave 
theoh  recommendations  to  his  friends.  Such  was 
his  treatment  of  those  among  the  converts^  who 
stood  in  need  of  his  assistance;  and  he  used  .to 
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^^"Cinark  on  that  subject^  that  indigence  was  the. 
^ost  dangerous  temptation  to  neophytes. 

The  ancient  Cathotfes  did  not  less  share  his  ex- 
tiemtve  charities.     On  this  subject  is  recorded  an 
action  of  too  edifying  a  nature  to  be  omitted.    As 
he  was  one  day  in  his  apartment  engaged  in  the 
a^Pnrs  of  his  diocess^  a  man  in  a  very  mean  dress 
wvL$  introduced  on  some  business ;    the  cold  was 
K>    intense,  tbtlt  the  poor  man  was  completely 
pierced    with  iti    and    trembled   as   he    spoke. 
Prancis'  asked  him,  if  he  had  no  better  clothes  ? 
'Pile  poor  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  bett^  ap- 
parel than  what  he  wore.     Francis  was  moved  to 
compassion ;  and  without  any  request  on  the  part 
of  this  distressed  man,  told  him  to  wait,  went 
into  his  wardrobe  with  an  intention  to  look  for 
the  dress,  which  the  cold  had  constrained  him  to 
change  the  day  before  for  warmer  clothes,  fully 
^^rmined  to  give  tbeifi  away;   but  not  finding 
them,  and  being  without  money,   which  was  a 
y^  ordinary  case,  he  took  off  the  dress,  which 
he  then  wore  under  his  cassock,  made  up  a  packet, 
and  delivered  it  to  the  unfortunate  object,  strongly 
recommending  to  him  to  conceal  it,  and  not  to 
say  a  word  of  it  to  any  person.     As  to  himself,  he 
remained  the  rest  of  the  day  in  his^  cassock  only, 
exposed  to  the  most  rigorous  cold;  and  would 
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.have  continued  to  suffer  that  inconyeniencej  if  his 
Talet  had  not  perceived  the  circumstance^  and 
brought  him  another  dress.  The  steward  of  his 
household^  who  with  diflSciilty  was  enabled  to 
provide  for  his  subsistence  and  his  charities^  often 
spoke  to  him  in  a  tone  of  complaint^  for  his  zeal 
was  carried  to  that  lengthy  and  threatened  to 
leave  him ;  but  the  kind  manner  of  the  holy  pre- 
late was  literally  irresistible ;  he  would  reply  with 
his  usual  mildness^  ''  You  are  perfectly  fight^ 
I  am  wholly  incorrigible;  and  what  is  worse, 
there  is  every  appearance  that  I  shall  continue  so/' 
Sometimes  he  would  poinj;  to  his  crucifix^  apd 
,say :  ^^  Can  we  refuse  any  thing  to  a  God^  who 
reduced  himself  to  that  state  for  the  love  of  u&J' 
The  steward^  who  was  a  man  of  a  good  cha- 
racter^ retired  in  confusion  at  his  own  sallies  of 
displeasure;  and  on  meeting  any  of  the  other 
servants^  he  would  say^  '^  Our  master  is  a  Saint, 
but  he  will  bring  us  to  an  alms-house,  and  go 
himself  firsts  if  he  continues  in  his  present  habits." 
It  is  indeed  surprising^  how  with  so  small  a  re- 
venue, he  could  devote  so  much  money  to  cha- 
rities ;  the  frugal  life,  which  he  led,  was  almost 
his  only  resource;  and  this  is  a  clear  proof,  that 
when  4l]1  useless  expense  is  retrenched,  more  may 
be  done  with  a  moderate  income,  than  with  con- 
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«iderable  property^  \¥bich  is  not  managed  with 
economical  attention. 

*  About  this  time^   (1609)  he  undertook  to 
reform  flie  Abbey  of  Taloires,  deeming  it  a  duty  ^ 
flot  to  suffer  so  near  to  bis  residence  such  disorders^ 
^  he  had  banished  from  more  distant  places. 
This  Abbey  follows  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict, 
B^d  is  dependent  on  the  Abbot  of  Savigny;  it 
i^ognises  as  its  founder  Rodolphus  the  Iftst  King 
«f  Burgundy  j  the  situation  of  the  Abbey  is  ex- 
quisitely beautiful,  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of 
Aiinety,  at  the  extremity  of  a  considerable  vil- 
^^^9  which  bears  the  same  name.     This  monas- 
tery was  at  that  period  in  a  situation,  similar  to 
*hat  of  many  others;  after  haying  proved  for  a 
length  of  time  the  retreat  of  a  great  number  of 
Saints,  it  was  become  the  abode  of  a  few  Monks 
without  a  superior,  without  order  and  without 
discipline;   the  beauty  of  the  situation  daily  at- 
tracted visitors,  and  the  intercourse  with  the  world 
bad  corrupted  the  religious  spirit,  as  the  flight 
of  all  worldly  society  had  sanctified  their  prede- 
cessors.     Francis,  after  having  long  sighed  be- 
fore God  on  the  subject,  had  made  his  complaints 
to  the  Abbot  of  Savigny,  and  had  desired  him  to 
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i)Bstore  order ;    but  whether  that   superior  Vf 
apprehensive  of  hazarding  his  authority^  or  thar^ 
he  was  not  so  much  affected  with  tlie  disorders  tm. . 
the  hply  prelate,  he  either  had  made  no  attempr  * 
for  the  purpose,  or  had  made  it  without 
Francis,  who  on  suitable  emergencies  could  di 
play  that  firmness,  which  his  ministry  demanded.  J 
did  not  confine  his  zeal  to  these  representations, 
he  applied  to  the  Pope,   and   obtained   a  com — 
mission^    which  empowered  him   to   reform  th^ 
Abbey  of  Taloires.     He  examined  his- commission  ^tf 
and  found  in  it  a  clause,  which  tied  his  bands.-^ 
while  it  appeared  to  give  him  full  powers  to  act ;. 
for  it  was  said  in  express  terms,  ^'  that  by  tb^ 
presents.  His  Holiness  did  not  mean  to  infringe 
the  rights  of  the  Abbot  of  Savigny."     This  i 
effect  gave  him  no  authority,  or  only  such  a 
gree,  as  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Abbot,  who-^ 
might  overturn  in  an  instant,  all  that  he  should^ -^ 
have  accomplished,   with  great  time  and  much 
labour. 

Francis  shewed  on  this  occasion,  that  when  the 
interests  of  heaven  were  concerned,  he  did  not 
possess  those  false  notions  of.  delicacy,  which 
often  prove  fatal  to  the  most  holy  and  the  best 
concerted  enterprises;  he  negotiated  with  the 
Abbot,  and  finding  him  determined  not  to  sur- 
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render  the  smallest  portion  of  his  rights^  he  chose 
rather  to  act  as  his  substitute  in  this  concern, 
tbaD  to  conDive  any  longer  at  disorders^  which  he 
perceived  must  be  lasting^  if  he  should  wait  for 
the  effectual  interposition  of  the  Abbot.     Having 
removed  this  difficulty,  Francis  repaired  to  Ta- 
loires,  and  began  agreeably  to  his  practice,  by 
making  to  the  assembled  religious  the  most  ^alouft 
eihortations ;  but  he  had  to  deal  with  active  and 
rebellious  spirits,  obstinately  attached  to  a  fatal 
liberty,  enemies  of  order,  and  prepared 4o  go  to 
any  lengths,  in  order  to  support  the  dangerous 
prerogative  which  they  held,  of  receiving  the  law 
from  no  human  being.     The  holy  prelate  spared 
no  pains  to  reclaim  them  to  a  sense  of  duty  by 
lenient  means ;  he  exhorted  them  collectively  and 
individually,  but  always  without  effect ;  at  length 
wearied  by  ^  obstinate  a  resistance,  he  threatened 
to  employ  the  authority  of  the  Senate,  and  even 
of  the  Sovereign,  to  bring  them  to  their  duty. 
"  You  are  determined,"  says  he,   ''  to  ruin  your- 
selves, and  I  am  determined  in  spite  of  your  op* 
position  to  save  you/' 


The  fear  of  man  did  on  this  occasion,  what  the 
fesa  of  God  had  not  been  found  sufficient  to  ac- 
complidb.  The  rebellious  Moaks  yielded;  and 
Francis  availing  himself  of  their  mkvamioR,  ofo 
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dered  tbem  immediatelj  to  choose  a  prior;  th^ 
unanimously  concurred  in  selecting  for  thatsta 
tion^  Nicolas  de  Coex^  the  only  man  of  worth  i 
the  community,  whom  Providence  by  a  speck! 
of  miracle,  had  preserved  from  the  general  con 
tagion.  Francis  perceived  by  this  event,  tbii 
God  approved  of  his  proceedings,  and  he  ent^ 
tained  the  fairest  hopes  of  the  ultimate  success  a 
his  enterprises.  But  as  wisdom  and  moderatio3 
guided  all  his  steps,  he  thought  that  by  a  hast 
execution  of  his  designs,  he  should  render  then 
abortive,  or  that  he  should  be  obliged,  in  orde 
to  support  them,  to  have  recourse  to  rigorou 
tneasures,  for  which  the  mildness  of  his  characte 
gave  him  an  unconquerable  aversion.  Accord 
ingly,  after  having  invested  the  new  prior  with  a] 
the  authority,  of  which  he  stood  in  need,  fui 
nished  him  with  proper  advice,  and  made  sue: 
regulations,  as  any  man  but  moderately  reason 
able  must  have  approved,  he  returned  to  Annec] 
with  a  determination  to  repair  again  to  Taloirei 
M  hen  God  should  manifest  to  him  the  period  c 
mercy  for  these  religious  men. 

The  holy  prelate  had  scarcely  left  Taloirei 
when  these  obstinate  men  repented  of  the  condc 
scension  which  they  had  shewn ;  though  they  bai 
not  carried  it  to  a  great  length.     The  new  prio 
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was  determined  to  hold  a  steady  course.  That 
alone  was  sufficient  to  excite  a  cooimotion  against 
hini;  be  was  driven  from  the  monastery^  and 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  village ;  the  boIdues3 
of  these  members  was  thus  carried  to  a  great 
^remity;  and  Francis  with  all  his  mildness 
would  never  have  suffered  such  a  daring  attempt. 
But  it  happens  too  often^  that  one  crime  draws 
on  the  perpetration  of  another.  The  rebels  im- 
agined that,  in  order  to  set  the  business  of  refor- 

r    mation  at  rest  for  ever,  they  had  only  to  aispatch 
the  prior.     On  this  dangerous  presumption,  three 
of  the  most  determined  waited  for  him  the  next 
niorning;  and  as  he  was  leaving  his  lodgings, 
ftey  each  fired  a  pistol ;  they  all  missed  their  aim, 
^nd  the  prior  escaped   at  the   expense  of  fear. 
The  deed  was  too  public  to  be  concealed,  jtnd  of 
*oo  dark  a  complexion  not  to  meet  with  deserved 
punishment.     Accordingly  when  their  rage  had 
somewhat  subsided,  they  foresaw  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  their  conduct;  they  now  thought  of 
choosing  a  voluntary  exile,  and  of  preventing  by 
.  their  flight  the  terrors  of  justice,  when  it  was  re- 
presented to  them  that  whatever  was  the  enormity 
of  their  crime,  the  goodness  of  the  Bishop  of  Ge- 
neva was  still  greater;  that  they  had  only  to  b^ 
their  own  accusers,  and  to  testify  that  degree  of  re- 

•f      peatance,  which  an  action  so  atrocious  demanded  ; 
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that  they  would  move  him  to  compassion,  and-fl 
would  infallibly  obtain  their  pardon.  Every  one^ 
appeared  so  perfectly  convinced  of  the  mild  dispo — 
sitions  of  the  Bishop,  that  the  culprits  shewed  noKH 
hesitation  on  the  mode  of  proceeding;  they  in^a 
stantly  departed,  threw  themselves  at  his  feetzji 
and  acquainted  him  with  their  crime  with  all  tha»  j 
marks  of  grief  apparently  so  sincere,  that  the  hoi — 
prelate  was  softened  to  compassion.  His  hea 
could  not  withstand  their  tears;  and  whatev^ 
was  the  enormity  of  the  action,  he  could  nc 
brii\g  his  mind  to  punish  persons,  who  thus 


against  themselves  both  as  accusers  and  witness( 
But  as  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  let  thei 
observe  the  whole  impression,  which  piety  mi 
on  his  heart,  he  did  violence  to  himself  so  far, 
to  make  to  them  those  reproaches  which  the^^ 
crime  deserved.     The  culprits  replied  by  exa^^^ 
rating  their  own  guilt;  they  submitted  to  ever;;^ 
satisfaction,  which  he  should  be  willing  to  re^ 
quire,  and  they  condemned  themselves  to  do  pe- 
nance for  their  whole  lives.     Francis  demandeC^ 
nothing  more  of  them  than  to  receive  the  plan  o^ 
reformation,  which  he   intended  to  establish  in 
their  inonastorv ;  they  promis^  to  accept  it,  and 
on  tiiis  condition  thev  were  favoured  with  their 
pardon,    with  an  assurance  that  all  l^al  pro- 
ceedings against  (hem  should  be  prevented. 
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Tlie  holy  Bishop  was  blamed  for  faaving  par- 
doned with  too  much  facility,  a  crime  so  atrocious 
as  that  of  voluntary  homicide,  planned  and  ex- 
ecuted by  religious  men  and  priests,  as  far  as  it 
depended  on  themselves,  since  chance  or  their 
Want  of  skill  prevented  the  effect.     On  this  occa- 
BioD  a  clergyman,  who  was  a  friend  of  his,  ob- 
Krved :  that  he  should  wish  to  be  Francis  of  Sales, 
when  he  should  have  to  appear  before  the  tribunal 
of  God ;  but  that  he  should  not  tike  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  faults  committed  by  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva   from  an  excess  of  mildness.      "  You 
^ould  not  be  less  embarrassed,"  replied  the  holy 
P^'^ate,  "  if  you  were  to  answer  for  Francis;  but 
however  that  may  he,  I  would  rather  fail  .by  an 
^%ceas  of  mildness,  than  by  the  other  extreme  of 
"e-^eri^;  in  that  I  have  the  authority  of  Jesus 
Gtrist  my  master,   who  will  be  my  judge,  and 
1     cannot  be  wrong  in  fo^wiog   Him."     The 
4*y  afler  he  had  pardoned  these  religious  men, 
the  prior  came  to  make    his  complaints)    hut 
Vrancis  anticipated  the  subject,  by  observing  to 
him,  that  he  was  happy  in  enjoying  an  infallible 
meaos  of  obtaining  the  remission  of  his  sins,  un- 
questionably more  enormous  in  the<  sight  of  God, 
than  the  attempt  against  himself  "  Pardon,"  said 
be,  ''  and  you  shall  be  pardoned;    In  the  same 
t  that  you  measure  to  others,  it  shall  be 
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measured  to  you/*  He  added,  that  as  to  himself  he 
had  pardoued  them ;  that  the  prior  had  to  do  the 
same;  that  be  could  assure  him  he  never  would 
find  religious  men  more  submissive^  than  those 
\vbo  had  so  cruelly  offended  him.  The  prior^ 
vvbo  was  a  ver}'  good  character^  assured  him  thai 
he  pardoned  them  from  his  heart;  but  he  begged 
the  holy  prelate  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  oi 
such  an  action^  if  it  should  remain  unpunished 
Francis  replied^  that  he  had  made  every  calcula- 
tion on  the  subject^  and  that  in  a  short  time^  h< 
would  establish  such  perfect  order  in  all  respects 
as  would  obviate  every  unpleasant  consequence 
he  afterwards  loaded  him  with  innumerable  marki 
e(  esteem  and  affection,  and  dismissed  him  to  te 
8ume  his  functions  in  his  monastery.  Some  tiuM 
after^  Francis  having  verified ,  before  the  senai 
the  commission  obtained  from  the  Pepe^  aiM 
named  a  senator  as  ctfnmissary,  rqiaired  with  hin 
to  Taloires^  and  obliged  those  who  refused  U 
receive  the  projected  plan  of  reformation  to  accqi 
of  pensiiMis  and  retire.  Thus  order  was  re-esta 
Uisbed  in  a  monastery,  which  had  for  so  long  i 
period^  scandaliied  the  whde  country. 

Scarcdy  had  Francis  brought  this  great  a&i 
to  a  cloee^  wben  be  recetved  letters  fron  Jobi 
Peler  Camus,  who  was  named  to  the  liinhopiii 
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of  BeUcy ;  by  these  he  was  requested  to  repair  to 

Belligr  to  perforin  the  ceremony  of  his  consecra^ 

tioii.    His  merit  alone  had  raised  him  to  the  epis* 

copacy;  he  was  possessed  of  learning  and  piety^ 

of  great  talents  for  fine  writings  and  still  more 

for  preaching;  hence  he  was  qualified  to  .form 

that  close  intimacy^   which  afterwards  subsisted 

between  him  and  the  holy  prelate.     By  an  un« 

reBerved  intercourse  with  this  great  man,  he  ac* 

quif^  those  lights,  that  zeal,  that  disinterested*^ 

Hess,  that  eminent  piety,  which  afterwards  reii« 

dered  him  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and  the 

most  holy  Bishops  of  the  church  of  France.     Ha 

frankly  acknowledges,    that  after  God  he  was 

uidebted  to  Francis  for  hi^  best  attainments;  and 

he  never  speaks  of  him,  without  giving  him  the 

H^pellation  of  his  father,  his  master,   his  guide 

^uid  his  director.     During  the  remainder  of  his 

Ufe  he  undertook  nothii^  of  moment  without 

consultii^  him,  and  he  so  impressed  himself  with 

his  maxims  and  his  spirit,  that  after  the  death  of 

the  holy  prelate  he  published  io  the  world  that 

beautiful  work,  entitled.  The  Spirit  of  the  Blessed 

Francis  of  Sales.    In  this  performance,  he  coUectt 

^en  his  most  ordinary  thoughts  and  those  acticMis 

which  appear  extremely  conunon;  because,  says 

^«  thig  great  man  said  and  did  nothings  which 

wti  not  stamped  with  his  own  character  of  great- 
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tiess,  and  the  purity  of  the  motives,  w&ieh  ^^^oi- 
mated  bis  actions,  gave  a  value  to  the  most  im':^  V' 
nificant  incidents. 

This  was  the  same  Bishop  of  Belley,  who  ^^ 
terwards  made  to  Cardinal  Richelieu  that  bea 
tiful  answer,    which  displays  such  sincere  pic^  '^ 
and  such  presence  of  mind.    The  Cardinal  al^ra^H^ : 
shewed  a  peculiar  predilection  for  men  of  merit  ^    ' 
ingenuity,  piety,   learning,  infallibly  gained  hi^  ^ 
favour ;  and  whether  he  loved  in  others  the  quali  5c  ^ 
tie*  which  he  possessed  himself,   or  whether  h9^^ 


consulted  his  own  reputation,  there  were  few  meiT^ 
in  the  enjoyment  of  public  esteem,  who  did  no 
partake  of  his  favours.  Though  the  Bishop  oft: 
Belley  constantly  resided  in  his  diocess,  his  repu — 
tation  was  too  high  not  to  reach  the  Cardinal ;  hi9 
Eminence  wrote  to  him,  and  desired  him  to  repais 
to  court,  on  business  which  he  wished  to  commu— 
nicate  to  him.  He  obeyed  the  summons,  and  the^-^^ 
Cardinal  told  him  that  being  informed  of  tb^^ 
scantiness  of  his  episcopal  revenue,  which  was 
scarcely  sufficient  for  his  subsistence,  he  had  sum — 
moned  him  to  bestow  upon  him  a  rich  Abbey,  o 
which  he  was  convinced  he  would  make  the  bestft^ 
use.  ''  The  best  use  I  can  make  of  it,"  repli 
the  Bishop  of  Belley,  ''is  to  thank  your  Eminences ^ 
and  not  to  accept  it;  my  Bishopric  is  assuredly ^'^* 
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lKK>r,  but  it  gives  me  a  subsistence,  and  I  am 
eonfinced  that  it  is  not  lawful  to  possess  a  plura-^ 
litj  of  beneficesi  when  one  is  sufficient  for. a 
maintenance."  The  Cardinal  was  struck  with 
this  disinterested  answer,  though  as  he  was  in 
possession  of  several  benefices,  his  conduct  could 
not  be  complimented;  but  he  could  not  help 
saying :  ''  My  Lord  Bishop  of  Belley,  If  I  were 
Pope  I  would  canonise  you."  ''  My  Lord," 
replied  the  Bishop  in  a  modest  tone,  ''  in  that 
event  we  should  both  attain  our  wishes."  A  witty 
and  ingenuous  answer,  worthy  of  a  disciple  of  the 
great  Francis  of  Sales ;  for  however  we  may  value 
ourselves  on  the  contempt  of  riches,  it  is  rare  that 
thej  are  really  despised. 

When  the  Bishop  of  Belley  requested  Franciif 

to  perform  the  ceremony  of  his  consecration,  he 

^as  riot  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  high  reputation, 

^hich  he  afterwards  attained;  but  he  was  a  man 

Sufficiently  considered,  to  induce  the  holy  prelate 

to  deem  it  an  honour  and  a  pleasure  to  consecrate 

^  person  of  his  merit.     Francis  answered  his  re- 

quest  to  this  effect,  and  repaired  to  Belley  on  the 

appointed  day,  where  the  august  ceremony  was 

Performed  with  more  piety  than  pomp.     Scarcely 

^ad  Francis  returned  to  Aunecy,  when  the  Bishop 

^f  Belley  arrived  thither  to  thank  him,  and  ta 
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complete  that  holy  friendship^  which  was  term  ^ 
nated  only  with  their  lives,  or  rather,  whic.  - 
unites  them  indissolubly  in  heaven.  They  haip 
together  many  conferences ;  the  reader  will  not  bi^ 
displeased  with  a  connected  account  of  some  o:^ 
them,  though  they  took  place  at  different  periods.  4 
They  visited  each  other  annually ;  that  time  theji^ 
employed  as  a  recreation  after  their  episcopaT. 
labours,  or  rather  to  animate  each  other  to  re- 
sume them  with  redoubled  zeal. 

^  During  the  first  visit,  which  the  Bishop  oft 
Belley  paid  to  the  holy  prelate,  he  began  a  gentle 
reproof  by  saying,  that  as  a  friend  he  believedi 
himself  bound  to  admonish  him  of  a  considerable 
fault  he  had  committed,  to  which  perhaps  his  at- 
tention was  never  directed.  Francis  replied,  thafl 
he  would  do  him  a  favour  to  acquaint  him  with  \i^ 
and  to  adopt  the  same  conduct,  whenever  hes 
should  observe  him  guilty  of  any  error.  '^  Thes 
fault  to  which  I  allude,"  replied  the  Bishop  ofl 
Belley,  '^  is  that  which  you  have  committed  by^ 
consecrating  me;  it  is  true,  I  am  not  less  culpables 
by  giving  ray  consent ;  but  my  faults  will  not  jus- 
tify j^ours."  "There  is  something  worse  wliichi 
you  do  not  explain,"  replied  Francis;  '^  and  tbafe 

»'  ■    ■!         ■    II  ■       ■!».        ■  ■  ■■  ,1  ,  ■■....  ^.      ■  ,, 

♦  Anon.     Book.  IL 
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is,  I  apprehend  that  I  shall  not  receive  pardon  for 

V^y  «in,  for  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  repent  of* 

it ;  at  all  events^  it  belongs  to  you  to  remove  this 

pretended  charge^    by  continuing  to  live  as  yoa 

have  begun  in  a  manner  so  conformable  *to  our 

obligations/'     These  words  induced   Francis  to 

speak  of  the  duties  of  Bishops ;  but  as  this  is  not 

tile  place  to  record  all  that  passed^  the  reader  will 

find  the  substance   of  the   conversation  in  the 

eighth  book  of  this  history.  - 

Another  day  the  Bishop  of  Bell^^  who  was  a 
^vett  admirer  of  Seneca  the  philosopher^  after 
l^estowing  on  that  writer  great  commendations, 
^t^served  that  he  gave  great  elevation  to  the  mind 
^nA  heart,  that  he  inspired  a  contempt  for  plea* 
^Ure  and  for  pain,  the  ordinary  sources  of  the 
greatest  temptations;  finally  tliat  he  had  seen 
Nothing  in  the  ancients  more  conformable  to  the 
Gospel  than  his  sentiments.  Francis  replied,  that 
*f^  they  be  interpreted  literally,  some  connection 
"^^11  be  found  to  exist,  but  that  an  attentive  pe- 
'^Usal  of  his  writif^  will  shew  tiiat  nothing  can 
^^emore  remote  from  the  evangelical  spirit;  that 
^le  Grospel  perpetually  breatbes  humility^  distrust 
^f  oar  evra  strength,  contempt  of  ourselves ;  that 
^^neca  on  the  contraiy  places  contimudly  before 
^Hir  eyes  the  consideration  of  our  pretended  ex* 
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cellence;  that  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  hi§ 
sect^  the  most  haughty  of  the  ancient  worlds  he 
always  flatters  the  natural  vanity  of  man^  by  the 
great  opinion  which  he  instils  of  ourselves  and  of 
our  own  strength ;  that  for  this  reason  he  wishes 
bis  wise  man  to  seek  and  find  true  happiness  in 
himself  alone ;  that  he  raises  him  above  all  sublu- 
nary  objects^  and  makes  him  the  lord  of  the  uni- 
verse.   ^^  Dangerous  maxims/'  continued  Francis^ 
^  and  as  remote  from  the  Gospel  as  the  heavens 
are  from  the  earth  :"   but  reason^  I  mean  unadul* 
terated  reason^  which  is  not  caught  by  pompous 
expressions^  finds  little  to  approve ;  for  the  wise 
man  of  Seneca  is  but  a  phantom^  an  effect  of  the 
imagination^  which  exhibits  no  reality.    For  every 
other  philosopher  has  made  this  notion  a  subject 
of  ridicule ;  and  after  all  that  can  be  said>  a  slight 
examination  will  discover,  that  human  nature  can 
Beyer  reach  that  sublime  height. 

The  Bishop  of  Belley  acknowledged,  that  the 
stoics  can  never  be  exculpated  from  the  charge  of 
piide,  which  is  by  no  means  compatible  with  the 
weakness  and  misery  of  man ;  but  he  added,  that 
when  this  pride  is  removed,  their  sentiments  are 
calculated  to  inspire  constancy  and  firmness  amidst 
the  strokes  of  fortune ;  that  they  instil  a  conteunpi- 
for  tlie  worM>  and  prepare  us  to  form  happiness 
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in  our  own  breasts  by  the  practice  of  Christian 
virtuos.     ''  Then/'  continued  he,  '^  the  wise  man 
of  Seneca  may  be  converted  into  a  true  Christian, 
who,  instead  of  ascribing  his  excellence  to  himself, 
will  be  persuaded,  that  of  himself  he  can  do  no- 
thing, that  all  comes  from  God,  that  in  Him  all 
our  hopes  and  expectations  are  centered,  and  that 
to  Him  all  glory  is  to  be  given."     Francis  ac- 
knowledged that  all  this  might  be  done;  but  he 
added,  that  the  road  was  long  and  circuitous,  and 
that  in  it  many  had  lost  their  way.      ''  Believe 
me,"  he  farther  said,  '^  self-love  needs  not  to  be 
flattered ;  it  is  already  but  too  strong,  its  seduc- 
tive allurements  cajrry  us  on  almost  against  our 
will ;  and  what  have  we  not  to  apprehend,  when 
by  an  agreement  with  enemies,  who  bear  the  de-^ 
<;eitful  appearance  of   friends,    we    add    to    its 
strength,  and  contribute  to  our  own  destruction. 
Happy  is  the  man,  who  distrustful  of  his  inborn 
pride,   that  fatal  enemy  of  virtue,    from  whose 
snares   no  one  is  exempt,   who,   incessantly  en- 
gaged in   combating  this  foe,   is  always  on  his 
guard  against  every   object,  that  can   give  him 
support  or  increase  his  strength/'     The  Bishop  of 
Bell^  from  that  moment  laid  aside  the  preposses- 
sion which  he  had  formed  in  favour  of  Seneca, 
and  agreed  with  Francis,  that  humility  is  so  essen- 
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tial  to  true  virtue,  that  no  solid  building  can  be 
raised  but  on  this  foundation. 


They  had  besides  a  conversation  on  the  most 
useful  method  of  preaching  the  Gospel;  but  the 
length  of  it  renders  the  particulars  too  extensive 
to  be  inserted  in  this  place.  It  will  be  suiSicTent 
to  relate^  that  they  agreed  in  banishing  all  com- 
plimentary addresses  from  the  pulpit,  aod  in  esta- 
blishing this  maxim,  that  the  chair  of  truth  vi^as 
not  designed  to  applaud  men  and  to  flatter  their 
vanity.  However  in  opposition  to  this  maxim^ 
the  Bishop  of  Belley^  who  was  soon  after  desired 
to  preach  to  the  first  convent  of  the  visitation  of 
Annecy,  could  not  refrain  from  bestovnng  great 
commendations  on  the  holy  daughters,  who  had 
founded  it,  and  whose  virtue,  gave  general  edifi- 
cation. Flattery  bad  no  share  in  the  address;  the 
Bishop  delivered  the  sentiments  of  his  heart; 
perhaps  he  intended  to  honour  Francis,  who  had 
formed  the  institute,  followed  bv  these  virtuous 
ladies.  The  sermon  gave  great  satisfaction,  and 
the  preacher  was  highly  applauded.  The  Bishop 
of  Bellcy  expected,  that  Francis  would  give  his 
opinion  concerning  it;  in  this  however  he  was 
disappoittled>  and  be  ventured  bimsdf  to  start  the 
subjects  Francis  observed  to  him,  that  tbe  an^ 
dience  appeared  perfectly  satisfied.,  with  the  excep- 
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^  tion  of  one  man.  The  Bishop  ^as  at  first  not 
aw^are^  who  that  person  could  be^  and  desired  the 
holjr  prelate  to  name  him.  Francis  replied,  that 
it  iwas  himself;  that  he  must  well  remember  thej 
had  both  agreed,  that  the  praises  of  men  were  not 
to  l>e  blended  with  the  word  of  God ;  that  sueh  a 
practice  generally  produced  very  bad  effects ;  that 
it  M^as  calculated  rather  to  destroy,  than  to  sup- 
port virtue;  that  the  important  advice  of  the  holy 
Scripture  should  ever  be  followed :  Praise  no  per- 
son during  his  life.  The  meaning  of  this,  added 
he^  is,  delay  your  praise  of  any  one  till  his  death, 
when  flattery  cannot  be  suspected,  and  when  the 
person  commended  is  no  longer^xposed  to  the  sub- 
tle poison,  which  ever  proves  the  food  of  pride  and 
ambition. 

The  Bishop  of  Belley  availed  himself  of  this 

remonstrance,   and  made  a  secret  resolution,  if 

ever  he  should  again  be  asked  to  preach,  to  give 

hia   friend  perfect  satisfaction.     An  opportunity 

occurred  eight  days  after ;  the  Nuns  of  St.  Clare 

asked  for  a  sermon,  and  the  Bishop  was  invited  to 

preach.     Every  one  expected  to  hear  a  flowery 

oration,  like  the  former  discourse;  but  he  exposed 

in  such  forcible  strains  the  severity  of  the  Gospel, 

and  die  necessity  of  following  it  in  practice,  he 

impressed  in  sudi  a  lix^ly  wanner  the  terror  of 
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the  Divine  judgments^  and  he  painted  the  rigo' 
of  His  justice  in  such  glowing  colours^  that 
hearers  retired  in  alarm^  .unable  to  utter  a  wa 
The  holy  prelate  visited  him  after  his  sermon^  a 
the  Bishop  of  Belley  asked  him^  if  the  only  nu 
vi^ho  had  not  been  pleased  with  his  former  sermi 
was  satisfied  with  this.  Francis  replied  witt 
smile^  that  this  man  was  extremely  satisfied^  a 
that  he  conjured  him  to  preach  always  with  1 
same  solidity.  "  For/'  added  he,  "  where  t 
men  to  learn  those  truths,  which  it  is  of  so  mu 
consequence  for  them  to  know,  if  they  be  i 
published  from  the  pulpit  ?" 

*  The  Abbey  of  Ripaille  having  been  some  tii 
vacant,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  offered  it  to  the  b^ 
prelate ;  but  as  he  deemed  it  unlawful  to  poss 
a  plurality  of  benefices,  he  thanked  his  Highn 
for  the  kind  offer,  and  be^ed  him  to  establish 
it  a  monastery  of  Carthusians.  The  Duke  cc 
sented  to  the  proposal ;  and  the  holy  prelate  h 
the  satisfaction  of  having  drawii  those  holy  solii 
ries  into  his  diocess.  One  day  as .  the  weatl 
was  extremely  inviting,  Francis  proposed  to  1 
Bishop  of  Belley  a  visit  to  his  new  guests. 
they  were  returning  from  this  pious  exc|irsi< 
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they  stopped  at  a  small  village  \a  visit  the  church, 
ind  to  perform  their  devotions.'    The  report  ^of 
their  arrival  was  now  spread;  and  Francis  was  ' 
sent  for  by  in  inhabitant  of  the  village,  who  was 
Terj  illy  with  a  request  that  he  wrould  hear  hi% 
confe8si6n.^  The  holy  prelate  repaired  immediately 
to  the  place.     The  sick  man  made  his  confession 
with  grieat  sentiments  *  of  piety.     After  receiving 
absolution^  he  asked  Francis^  if  he  thought  Iri^ 
I   illness  would  terminate  fatally.  Francis  supporing 
'  ftiat  he  was  afraid  of  death,  and  not  willing  to 
iocrease  his  alarms,  replied,  that  more  serious  dis^ 
orders  were  sometimes  removed ;  that  he  had  to 
place  all  his  coufidence  in  God,  and  to  submit  to 
his  holy  wili.     But  he  was  soon  surprised  to  find, 
that  the  sick  man  was  distressed* at  his  answer; 
that  he  remained  some  time  without  uttering  a 
word,  and  then  declared,  (hat  so  far  from  fearing 
death,  he  was  afraid  his  death  might  be  delayed. 
Francis  imagined  that  his  penitent  might  have 
some  secret  grounds  of  uneasiness,  which  gave 
him  a  disgust  for  life;  he  begged  him  therefore  to 
open  his  mind,  and  he  was  preparing  to  admi- 
nister consolation.     But  his  astonishment  was  in- 
creased^ when  the  sick  man  informed  him,  that 
be  had  no  grounds  whatever  of  uneasiness ;  tha* 
God  had  blessed  him  with  more  property  thiin 
was  necessary  for  his  comfort ;   that  he  had  a  witn 

VOL.    If.  H 
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and  children  by  whom  he  was  beloved^  and  w 
whose  conduct  he  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfi 
*'  But  my  Lord/'  added  he  with  a  sigh,  '"  ail  th 
comforts  haveneyer  prevented  me  from  exp< 
encii^  the  bitterness  of  the  world.  We  are  b 
exposed  to  such  complicated  evils,  true  blessii 
are  so  rare,  we  are  so  little  adapted  to  this  fleet] 
existence,  that  if  Grod  had  not  commanded  us 
remain,  till  He  should  summon  us  to  deps 
long  ago,  I  should  have  beeu  no  more/' 
then  expatiated  so  forcibly  on  the  happiness  { 
pared  by  God  for  those  who  love  Him,  he 
pressed  in  such  glowing  language  the  holy  im 
tience,  "Which  he  felt  to  possess  the  only  go 
which  could  satisfy  the  desires  of  his  heart,  t 
even  Francis  of  Sales  himself  was  overpowe 
with  these  sentiments,  and  incapable  of  utterin 
word.  In  the  midst  of  this  conversation,  the  { 
man  lost  his  si^t  and  his  speech ;  the  extrei 
unction  was  administered,  and  he  expired  v 
the  same  tranqnillity,  which  had  distinguis 
life. 


Francis  then  went  to  join  the  company  of 
Bishop  of  Bdley^  and  related  all  that  had  I 
pened;  he  added  that  the  Holy  Ghost  wa 
Great  Master^  who  formed  at  the  same  time 
muid  and  the  heart;  that  slender  talents,  wan 
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iDitruction  and  education^  were  no  obstacles  to 
tbe  infusion  of  His  graces^    and  that  when  it 
piessed  Hint  to  instruct  without  any  external  aid, 
tlie  most  simple  souls^   He  imparted  more  light 
than  the  most  elevated  minds  could  acquire  with 
til  their  speculations.     They  then  conversed  on 
tbe  death  so  precious  in  the  sight  of  God  of  this 
good  man,  on  the  impression  of  Divine  grace  on 
tbe  heart,  and  on  the  almost  necessary  connection 
of  a  good  life  and  a  holy  death.  They  then  turned 
their  reflections  to  the  state  in  which  death  places 
those  who  are  called  persons  of  the  world ;  they 
remarked  how  at  that  last  moment,  in  which  time 
^ds  and  eternity  begins,  pleasure,  glory,  distiac- 
tioa  and  fortune,  are  brought  to  a  period ;  bow 
cveiy  thing  disappears,    vanishes  like  a  fantom 
before  their  e^-es,  and  that  in  proportion  as  death 
Approaches,  they  feel  an  increase  of  trouble,  fear 
^apprehension,  by  the  frightful  remembrance 
^f  their  crimes,  and  the  dreadful  image  of  eternity 
^  the  Divine  justice.     ^'  Such  is  the  situation," 
^claimed  the  holy  prelate,  '^  to  which  those  who 
l>STe  forgotten  God  during  life,  are  infallibly  re- 
duced at  their  death;   the  greatest  Princes,  the 
conquerors  and  masters  of  the  world,  at  length 
^<nch  this  fatal  moment :  and  the  onlv  advartaipe 
^hich  A^  reap  is,  that  they  are  praised  where 
^  are  not,  while  thcr  are  tormented  where  tbey 
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are;  or  rather  they  are  held  up  to  distant  ages 
iike  fine  statues  at  the  end  of  a  view^  and  insensi- 
ble to  the  comndendations  which  are  bestowed  on 
Jtbem^  contribute  only  to  the  amusement  of  the 
beholder." 

This   conversation  employed  them  till  their 

arrival  at  Annecy.     The  following  day  the  holy 

prelate  was  willing  to  entertain  his  guest  with  the 

innocent  pleasure  of  an  aquatic  excursion  on  the 

lake;  as  they  were  engaged  in  conversation^  the 

master  of  the  vessel  having  some  occasion  to  speak 

to  Francis^  addressed  him  by  the  title  of  father ; 

the  Bishop  of  Belley  in  a  low  tone  suggested  thai 

a  Bishop  was  to  be.  addressed  by  the  title  of  Lord 

$hip«     '*!  No!   No!"   said  immediately  the   hob 

prelate^  ^'.  call  roe  father;   that  quality  suits  mi 

better   than   the  other.'*     Then   turning  to  th< 

Bifihop  of  Belley^  he  whispered  to  him :  '^  Th< 

Kings  of  nations  exercise  dominion^  but  with  yoi 

it  shall  not  be  so.''     The  neighbourhood  of  tb 

diocesses  of  these  two  great  Bishops  afforded  then 

frequent  opportunities  of  visiting  each  other^  an 

o[  conversing  together.     But  their  friendship  vra 

not  confined  to  these  occurrences;  every  thing  ws 

cooinioa  betweai  tliem ;  the  interests  of  one  wei 

tho$e  of  the  other;  and  this  evidently  appeare 

ffMQ  tlie  conduct  of  the  Bishop  of  Belley,  vrhe 
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this  time  be  asiusted  at  Ibe  Statcti  of  Viiuicc« 
9|iike  witb  the  same  zeal  in  I'a^oiu'  ut'  ibo 
of  Geneva*  a»  he  viaild  ha^e  v\o^tvd  iu 
^BUfofhi's  own.  For  though  Iho  ivai4i;um>  ul 
tile  Bishop  of  GeDeva>  aiul  a  (*;rvat  ^iuliMU  m(  ku 
belong  to  Savov.  a  n^iuiUerablo  paU  »UU 
in  the  French  territorii'n ;  \%bii:iMi>Mili:|« 
Bishop  in  many  purliciilari  iirpcttilaiil  Imlb  mm 
and  the  Duke. 


The  Bishop  of  llAUy  ^un  nmrn-lf  rHiiiiM^d  Im 
Uidiecess^  when  Fianrift  ri.i:i'iv«<'d  an  umIi^^  bnM« 
the  King  to  rr-pair  to  (if%,  «%lierr  llic  |iii^/#ii  ##| 
un  was  awaitinjr  hi*  af  riv^l  4##i  u$${9*Hii$4d  tiu^ 
iiess  rehitin^  tri  tfu?  rVrt#//iu.  f<Hi|ei/f^    liiic  »I1>/i^/l4 
Qimself  tim^  onli>  fr#  c^U-ztt  (v/  i>«:  ym$uH4>^  iJ4  i$K 
Company  h  m    v.v:  »  j."*    .vS^c/f/y^A  fJ^  /^^^^ 
There  w-»r*   •*  .    ■»<.»•  v#  m',j^-x.  Tk^.  v*»  -#'>>;#  '> 


fljfl  "U^    j^ctfji*^.        .^aU   ^■*^^i''*^^»V'** 
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K-  IIhi'ou  of  Luz  could  not  but  raise  su«f^'" 
«;»i:  U'*st  evil  that  could  happen  was  that  ^ 
f»l^al  ancat;  the  violence  of  the  party  roig^ 
.  axl  ii>  iisjiaHsiination.     For  to  what  lengths  vm^ 
..  i   bluid  '/eal  be  carried;  particularly  in  a  po^^ 
•.  .ilai  .scate»  in  which  every  one  bears  a  share  in  the 
;%>\c4'imM'nt,  and  believes  himself  entitled  to  in* 
(t:ifoi'e   in   public   concerns.     This  attempt   was 
iiuuo  to  be  dreaded,  as  his  death  could  be  avcng<^ 
i>nly  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  and  there  was  reason 
iu   believe^  as  it  will   soon   appear^  that  it  was 
t*4My  to  give  a  suspicious  appearance  to  this  jour- 
ney^ and  to  persuade  that  Sovereign,  that  religion 
was  a  mere  pretext,  and  that  Francis  had  been 
|;uined  by  His  Christian  Majesty,  for  the  purpose 
of  treating  with  the  Baron  of  Luz  concerning  the 
Sovereignty  of  Geneva. 

All  these  dangers  were  easily  foreseen  without 
much  sagacity;  fear  which  magnifies  the  most 
distant  appearances  of  danger,  did  not  permit  the 
timid  to  conceal  the  hazards  to  be  encountered  by 
passing  through  Geneva.  Accordingly  no  sooner 
bad  the  holy  prelate  testified  his  design  of  at- 
tempting the  only  practicable  plan,  than  all  his 
attendants  opposed  it,  and  advised  him  to  return, 
and  wait  till  the  Rhone  could  be  crossed  without 
danger.     The  zeal  of  Francis  did  not  permit  bim 
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t:o   adopt  this  timid  advice;  the  Faith  in  danger^ 
religion  io  a  forlorn  state^   the  opportunity  of 
fijing  to  its  aid^  which  occasion  if  lost^  would 
perhaps  never  return^  appeared  to  him  such  pow- 
erful motives  to  stimulate  a  Bishop,  who  is  obliged 
to  expose  even  life  itself  for  his  flock,  that  he  de^ 
termined  to  encounter  the  difficulties.     But  be- 
fore he  embarked  in  the  execution  of  his  design^ 
be  bad  recourse  to  prayer;  he  consulted  God,  for 
wliose  glory  he  was  about  to  expose  himself  to 
stach  apparent  dangers ;  he  asked  Him  to  give 
him  strength,  to  be  his  guide,    and  to  inspire 
liis  attendants,  whose  assistance  was  necessaiy, 
'Vi^ith  the  same  ardour,  with  which  He  had  filled 
I^is  heart. 

The  miraculous  operations,  which  are  per- 
fc^^med  on  the  body,  usually  attract  exclusive  at- 
^^ntion ;  but  those  which  affect  the  heart  are  not 
'^sg  deserving  of  regard,  and  not  less  striking  de* 
'^^  castrations  of  the  Divine  power.  Francis  felt 
^  convincing  proof  of  this  truth  on  the  present  oc- 
^^sion.  No  sooner  had  he  finished  his  prayer,  than 
^^  found  his  attendants  completely  changed ;  they 
"^^^cre  no  longer  those  timid  men,  to  whose  frighted 
^^^irii^nations  fear  enlar^d  every  object;  they 
^Qered  to  follow  him,  wherever  he  should  think 
Pr^operto  lead  the  way;  and  availipg  himself* of 
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their  gt>od  dispositions^  hetookilhe  road  of  Ce*- 
neva..    He  arrived  at  the  gate^  \?hfen  it  was  goings 
tp  be  shut,  and  the.  bridge  to  be  drawn  up/' as  it 
was  the  hour  of  service.     The  commanding  of- 
Qcer  of ;  the  guard  asked  his  name^  that  it  might 
be  enregistered ;  Francis  who  was  at  the  head  of 
his  attendants^  replied  that  he  was  the  Bishop  of 
the  ^iocess.     The  officer  without  reflecting  on  the 
an3wer>  sufiered  him  to  pass  with  all  his  atten- 
dants.  .  In  that  manner  he  crossed  the  whole  city 
of  Geneva;.,  but  having  reached  the  other  extre- 
mity.   wher0  the  gate  of  Gex  was  situated^    be 
found  it  shut  agreeably  to  the  usual  custom^  as 
the  service  viras  begun.     On  this  he  entered  an- 
inn^  till  the  gate  should  be  opened.     The  confi*' 
dence  which  be  had  in  God  supported  him ;  he 
fdt  no  interior  trouble^  but  exhibited  his  usual 
tranquillity.     This,  was  not  the  situation  of  bis 
attendants;    ttiej  had  no  sooner  reflected^    that 
they  were  shut  tup  in  Genei'a,  and  that  on  being 
recognised^  they  might  immediately  be  arrested, 
than  their  fortitude  des^ted  them.     Indeed  the 
danger  was  suflicient  to  justi^  thor  f(-ars.     Two 
hours  passed  in  this  perplexity^  and  the  gate  was 
at  length  opened,     Francis  having  again  mounted 
his  borse^  kft  Geneva  vrithout  any. obstacle^  and 
arrived  at  Gex,  before  his  attendants  were  suffi- 
cieatly^iVQdv^l^.lroni  their  alarm.     The  Baron 
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• 

^Qnni  the  danger  to  which  he  had 

lut  g^reat  discomposure ;  he  ad- 

'  he  could  not  refrain  from 

remarking  to  him  all  the 

-mger,    which    he    had 

^  ms,"  replied  the  holy 

,  '  foreseen  all,  and  I 

viser  than  myself, 

iped;  but  a  little 

vi  isurmount  greater  diffi- 


\ 


-«o  small  surprise  was  excited  at  Geneva,  when 
^as  known  from  the  register  and  the  deposition 
'  the  landlord  that  Francis  had  been  there,  and 
^M  he  had  been  shut  up  for  two  hours.     The 
^^^i^kop  of  the  diocess  was  not  a  problem  for  every 
^^  as  it  had  proved  to  be  to  the  officer  who 
^tnmanded  at  the  gate.     His  boldness  was  ad- 
^^iied;  and  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  it^ 
^^eae  words  were  inserted  in  the  register;  let  him 
^iium ;  bat  it  was  not  an  experiment  to  be  made 
^"W-ice.     God  gave  a  blessing  to  the  zeal  of  the 
^Oly  Bishop  by  the  success  which  he  met  with  in 
**ic  bailiwick  of  Gex;  he  there  offered  to  meet 
tlic  ministers  of  Geneva  in  a  conference;  he  had 
^tie  with  those  of  the  country,  whom  he   suc- 
ceeded in  convincing.     He  made  ^  considerable 
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number  of  conversions^  and  restored  to  the  Ca- 
tholics eight  parish  churches^  of  which  tlie  Cal- 
yinists  had  taken  possession.  After  this  success^ 
when  the  Rhone  became  passable^  he  crossed  it^ 
and  returned  to  Annecy. 

But  he  was  no  sooner  arrived^  than  he  was 
informed,  that  his  journey  had  been  represented 
in  a  suspicious  light  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy^  and 
that  this  Prince  had  testified  great  resentment 
towards  him  and  the  whole  house  of  Sales.  That 
Sovereign  could  never  divest  himself  of  precon- 
ceived ^Uf  picions^  which  the  slightest  appearance 
was  sufficient  to  awaken;  and  as  age  had  now 
increased  the  natural  ■  distrust  of  his  temper,  he 
could  never  remove  from  his  jealous  mind  his  ap- 
prehensions^ &Ai  the  esteem  in  which  Francis 
was  held  in  France^  and  the  advantageous  offers 
which  were  perpetually  made  to  draw  him  thi- 
ther, might  terminate  in  a  treaty,  that  would 
Mtrrender  his  rights  to  the  Sovereignty  of  Geneva.* 
Francis  spared  no  pains  to  remove  these  suspi- 
cions ^  he  wrote  to  him  in  a  style  at  once  energetic 
and  respectful^  and  proceeded  so  far  as  to  ofter  to 
visit  him^  and  to  remain  in  safe  custody,  till  be 
should  be  completely  convinced  of  the  falsehood  of 

^W^i^lii— ■^—i—— »———■<— ■i1».«M——^M—.—— —MM»—^—    I  — — ^M— — — 

^  Aug.  of  Sales^    Book  VL     Anon.    Book  11. 
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tHe  allegations^  which  bad  been  made.   The  Duke- 

A^ith^all  his  distrust  was  disarmed  by  this  ofier^and* 

resumed  for  him  his  usual  esteem  and  benevolence; 

but  charmed  as  he  was  with  the  virtue  of  the  hoij 

prelate^  he  never  laid  aside  his  apprehensions  but 

with  his  life.     There  was  however  an  infallible 

method  of  removing  his  disquietude;  and  this 

vras  a  cession  of  the  rights  of  the  church  of 

Gi^neva^  which  he  would  have  purchased  at  a 

great  price.     But  Francis^    who  possessed  firm* 

i><&8s  as  well  as  mildness  of  character^  would  never 

consent  to  do  that  injury  to  his  church.     The 

'^ke^  who  was  unable  to  conceive  the  motives 

'^hat  could  induce  him  to  prefer  an  uncertain  and 

^^stant  good^  to  a  present  advantage  which  it 

^'^pended  only  on  himself  to  enjoy,  ascribed  his 

^^nduct  to  his  predilection  for  France.     Francis 

n^ver  opened  his  mind  on  this  important  point; 

^ut  it  is  apparent,  that  as  he  had  good  reasons 

for  not  treating  with  His  Christian  Majesty  on  his 

claims  to  Geneva,  he  was  equally  unwilling  to 

^ometo  a  compromise  trith  a  Prince,  who  might 

liave  availed  himself  of  it  to  the  disadvantage  of 

Prance.     However  that  may  be^  Francis  being 

requested  some  time  after  by  the  canons  of  Lyons 

^^    preach  the  lent  in  their  church  of  St.  Cross, 

thought  it  prudent  to  decline  the  invitation^  in 

<^i^der  not  to  weotw  the  su^idons  of  a  Prince,  but 
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too  susceptible  of  such  impressions/  and  \7b01n  be 
had  eyery  possible  reason  to  treat  vfiih  caution. 

*  The  holy  prelate  at  this  time^  (1610)  suffered 
the  most  affecting  loss  which  he  could  experience^ 
by  the  death  of  his  mother  the  Countess  of  Salesr 
The  care,  the  tenderness  and  the  piety  with  which 
she  brought  him  up,  have  been  related.  He  was 
the  first  fruity  with  which  God  had  blessed  the 
marriage  of  his  parents;  and  he  likewise  held  the 
most  distinguished  place  in  the  heart  of  his  tender 
mother.  She  had  great,  affectioti  ibr  all  her  chil- 
dren; never  did  a  better  mother  exists  but  she 
felt  a  tender  regard  for  Francis  above  the  rest^ 
though  they  all  possessed  the  greatest  merit. 
With  these  sentiments  Francis  corresponded  by  a 
love^  ardent^  tender  and  respectful ;  and  it  may  be 
asserted^  that  after  God^  she  was  the  dearest  olv- 
ject  of  his  affections.  A  good  death  is  invariably 
the  fruit  of  a  holy  life;  and  God  never  abandona 
those  in  their  last  moments^  who  have  been  faith- 
ful in  His  service.  This  virtuous  widow  had  a 
preconception  of  her  approaching  end;  and  to 
prepare  herself  for  it^  she  retired  to  Aunecy  to 
make  a  retreat  under  the  direction  of  her  dear 
son.     Scarce  was  she  returned  to  Tborens,  when 


mmimm^mm 


*  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  VI.    Anon.     Book  II. 


OF   SALES.      BOO&   VI.  .189 

^fae  was  seized  with  an  apoplexy  from  which  she 
jaever  recovered.     Francis  hearing  of  ber«ilhiess 
liastened  to  her  aissistance ;  but  all  his  attention 
proved  unavailing.    She  was  fruit  ripe  for  heaven ; 
aod  God  had  fixed  the  time  to  call  her  to  Himself, 
and  to  confer  on  her  the  crown  of  justice^  which 
He  has  promised  to  those,  who  shall  be  faithful  to 
Him,  and  who  preferring  Him  before  all  things^ 
shall  have  lived  for  Him  alone.     Francis  per- 
formed for  her  the  last  duties^  with  a  firmness 
which  excited   general    admiration.      He  loved 
her  with  all  the  tenderness  of  which  he  was  sus- 
ceptible ;  but  his  submission  to  the  orders  of  God 
eouDteracted  the  feelings  of  nature.     ^^  She  be- 
longed to  God/*  says  he,  ^'  more  than  to  me ;  He 
b^  resumed  His  own ;  and  I  cannot  but  thank 
Him  for  having  given  me  so  virtuous  a  mother, 
^(^d  for  having  sufii^red  me  to  enjoy  her  for  so 
^oug  a  time." 

He  was  informed  at  the  same  time,  (1610)  of 
the  death  of  Henry  IV.  which  took  place  at  Paris 
^^  the  fourteenth  of  May,  in  the  tragical  manner 
■^nowa  to  the  whole  world.  That  Monarch  ho- 
"^oured  Francis  with  his  esteem,  and  even  with 
bis  friendship;  his  benefactions  were  obstructed 
^ly  by  the  disinterestedness  of  the  prelate,  and  it 
^^y  be  asserted,  that,  he  would  have  secured  at 
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any  price^  the  advantage  of  such  a  man  to  Fran 
if  God  had  not  fixed  him  in  Savoy^  or  if  Frani 
less  faithful  to  his  vocation^  had  yielded  to  vie 
of  interest.  He  deplored  this  great  King  ii 
manner  which  he  merited;  he  commended  h 
in  conversation  and  in  his  writings ;  one  of 
letters  to  Deshayes  discovers  the  extent  of 
esteem  and  admiration  for  Henry  the  Grea 
^^  Europe/'  says  he^  ^'  could  not  behold  a  m* 
fatal  spectacle  than  the  death  of  Henry  the  Gre 
Who  would  not  feel  with  us  the  inconstancy  a 
vanity  of  human  grandeur?  This  Prince  so  dist 
guished  by  valour,  by  his  victories,  by  his  t 
umphs,  so  supremely  happy,  and  in  every  sense 
great,  that  grandeur  appeared  to  be  connect 
with  his  life,  might  have  been  expected  to  ien 
Hate  his  last  moments  by  a  glorious  death ;  a  1 
so  splendid  should  have  been  decorated  with  i 
spoils  of  the  Levant,  after  the  destruction 
Mahometanism. " 

But  as  the  Saints  in  noticing  the  events  of  i 
world,  never  make  any  reflections  which  ten 
sale  with  worldiv  views,  as  thev  alwavs  look 
the  invisible  and  all  povrerfiil  hand  of  God,  whi 
conducts  events  to  His  ends,  and  as  at  the  monM 
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Triien  He  afflicts  us^  they  listen  to  the  instrilctions 
^^Mrhicb  He  imparts ;   Francis  after  deploring  the 
lioss  of  this  incomparable  Prince,  exclaims  in  the 
following  pathetic  manner:    ''  Children  of  men 
liow  long  will  your  hearts  be  hardened  ?  Why  do 
you  love  vanity^    and  seek  for  falsehood.     All 
tlie  grandeur  which  we  behold  is  but  a  shadow  and 
illusion.     Good  God!  Why  do  we  not  become 
'Wiser  by  so  much  experience?  Why  do  we  not 
despise  this  worlds  which  is  in  reality  but  an  ob- 
ject of  contempt?"     Every  one  feels  that  the 
heart   speaks   in    this  passage;    every  thing  is 
moving^  every  thing  is  animated;   but  he  does 
not  confine  himself  to  these  reflections ;  after  these 
Christian  observations^    he  resumes  the  praises 
of  this  great  King :  "  The  greatest  happiness  of 
this  Prince/'  says  he,  ''w^s  that  by  which  he 
became  a  child  of  the  Church,  and  the  father  of 
France.     When  he  was  associated  to  the  flock  of 
the  Great  Pastor,   he  became  the  pastor  of  his 
people;  and  by  his  conversion  to  God,  he  won 
the  hearts  of  all  good  Catholics.    This  is  the  only 
happy  occurrence  which  makes  me  hope,  that  in 
his  last  hour,  the  mercy  of  God  may  have  inspired 
hi«  royal  heart  with  the  contrition  necessary  to  a 
Christian.     I  therefore  pray  to  the  Divine  bounty, 
that  it  would  shew   mercy  to  him,  who  has  im- 
psuled  it  to  thousands;  that  it  would  pardon  him^ 


I9S  THE   UFE   OF   ST.    FRAKCIS 

vrho  has  pardoned  90  many  Tanquished  enemieSy 
and  that  it  would  admit  to  glory  this  soul  that 
had  been  reconciled  to  the  Church,  and  whidi 
after  that  eyent  admitted  so  many  to  favour. " 

He  speaks  afterwards  in  the  liyeliest  strains  of 
gratitude,  of  the  kindness  with  which  this  Princci 
had  honoured  him ;  and  he  says  in  express  terms, 
that  in  the  vear  one  thousand  six  huudred  and 
two,  he  had  made  to  him  offers,  which  would 
have  tempted  not  only  a  poor  priest  like  himself, 
but  even  a  prelate.  It  is  thus  that  Princes,  who 
have  been  truly  great  during  life,  extend  their 
reputation  beyond  the  grave ;  posterity  never  foils 
to  confirm  the  august  titles  to  which  the  admira- 
tion of  their  virtues  has  given  birth.  Henry  was 
great  during  his  life;  he  is  still  considered  in  tlie 
same  view  since  his  death;  and  France  which 
deplored  his  loss,  sheds  at  the  present  period,  "a 
tear  over  his  tomb.  But  if  he  ever  was  honoured 
with  any  applause  of  an  unsuspicious  nature,  it  is 
that  bestowed  by  the  holy  prelate;  who  loved 
truth  too  much  to  betray  it,  and  whose  heart, 
disengaged  from  interested  views,  the  usual  source 
of  undeserved  praise,  would  never  have  lavished 
on  Henry,  though  a  King,  any  commendation  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled.  The  vear  which  d&- 
prived  France  of  sl>  great  a  Prince,  gave  to  the 
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Church  the  holy  and  celebrated  Order  of  the 
Visitation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin^  the  distinguished 
fruit  of  the  wisdom^  the  piety  and  charity  of  the 
holy  prelate^  who  founded  it  at  this  time.*  But 
as  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  writer  of  this 
histoiy  to  interrupt  the  course  of  his  narrative^ 
i^hatever  relates  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  this 
boly  institute  is  postponed  to  the  following  book. 

About  this  time  Antony  Favre^  the  intimate 
'  frieud  of  Francis,  who  has  been  mentioned,  and 
"^bo  resided  at  Annecy  in  quality  of  President  of" 
Genevois^  was  appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
fitrt  President  of  Chamberry.     Having  no  more 
^ced  of  the  large  and  beautiful  mansion,  which 
li€  possessed  in  that  city,  he  made  a  present  of  it 
to  the  holy  prelate,  who  as  well  as  his  predecessors, 
had  till  that  time  inhabited  a  rented  house.     This 
present  was  a  melancholy  consolation  for  the  ab- 
^nce  of  such  a  friend ;  but  he  could  not  behold 
&  man  of  his  distinguished  merit  and  probity  pre- 
siding over  the  justice  of  his  country,  without  the 
inost  exquisite  gratification.     Though  this  house 
of  the  President  contained  galleries,  saloons  and 
very  commodious  apartments,  he  reserved  for  his 
own  use  a  cabinet  only,  which  was  so  low  and  so 

*  The  day  of  the  foundation  was  June  6,  1()10. 
TOL.  n.  N 
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narrow^  that  it  had  the  appearance  of  a  toiCBb, 

ratb^  than  of  a  chamber.     This  was  the  motm^vt 

of  his  choice ;  the  walls  were  naked  and  anadom^ 

with  paintings  and  tapestry  both  in  winter  and 

summer;  a  small  bed^  a  chair^  a  table  with  a 

crucifix  upon  it  constituted  bis  furniture.     There 

retired  from  the  worlds  more  in  mind  than  in  bodj 

he  reflected  often  on  that  critical  hour^  which 

reduces  all  mankind  to  a  level;  he  considered 

himself  as  a  culprit  condemned  to  deaths  whose 

sentence  is  prpnounced^  and  who  waits  onlj  for 

the  moment  of  execution.     However  innocently 

his  life  was  spent^  he  deemed  it  full  of  defects ; 

he  reviewed  in  the  bitterness  of  his  soul  the  years 

which  had  flown  away^  the  time  that  was  no 

more^  and  of  which  he  believed  that  he  had  m^ 

made  a  holj  use.     Impressed  with  the  infinite 

sanctity  of  God^  before  whom  the  angels  are  no^ 

pure^  and  who  is  to  judge  us  according  to  oitf^ 

justice^  he  would  exclaim :  ^'  If  thou  sbalt  ex- 

amine  our  iniquities^  O  Lord^  if  thou  shalt  weigh 

them  in  the  balance  of  thy  justice^  who  shall  dare 

to  appear  before  thee^    who  shall  support  thy 

presence/' 

He  reproached  himself  with  not  having  folkiwed 
tlie  inspirations  of  God^  who  suggested  to  hnst  to 
decline  the  episcopal  dignity.     ^'  What  were  my 
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thoughts/'  did  be  say^  ^'  to  burden  myself  with 
the  ctire  of  so  many  souls?  Had  I  not  enough, 
even  too  much  to  do  to  sanre  my  own?''     It  may 
1>e  recollected^  what  efforts  he  made  to  avoid 'this 
dignity;   what  fears^   what  apprehensions^  what 
bumble  sentiments  he  entertained^  believing  him- 
self unworthy  of  the  charge.      Any  other  but 
himself  would  have  discovered  no  ground  of  self- 
condemnation ;    and    certainly    the    manner^    in 
i^hich  he  had  sustained  this  great*  dignity^  would 
have  justified  him  in  any  other  eyes  than  bis 
own.     However  he  never  could  pardon  in  himself 
what  he  called  excessive  facility :  soon  after  he 
departed  for  Turin  and  for  Milan. 

Many  reasons  induced  him  to  undertake  this 
journey;  he  had  much  business  to  transact  in 
favour  of  the  new  Order  of  the  Visitation.  For 
^  in  new  establishments  are  found  difficulties, 
^hich  were  not  foreseen^  and  obstacles  which  are 
iH)t  easily  surmounted  without  the  aid  of  Sovereign 
&uthority^  he  deemed  it  a  duty  to  provide  for  bis 
rising  institute  this  protection^  of  which  it  might 
stand  in  need  at  subsequent  periods.  Another' 
'A|(m  had  great  weight  in  forwarding  the  jour- 
^;  for  he  had  to  leave  his  diocess,  a  circyra- 
stjtnce,  which  never  took  place  without  weighty 
reasons.     For  a  length  of  time  he  beheld  with 

N  2 
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deep  concern  the  bad  administration  of  the  Coll^ 
of  Annecy ;  a  deficiency  of  talent  in  the  superiors^ 
and  a  still  greater  want  of  virtue  and  good  ex- 
ample^ occasioned  a  bad  education  of  youths  and 
obliged  parents  to  provide  for  the  care  of  their 
children  in  other  places.  This  necessarily  became  a 
heavy  charge  even  to  those  whose  circumstances 
were  easy ;  as  to  others  they  were  obliged  to  rest 
satisfied  with  what  Annecy  could  supply. 

Francis  who  was  convinced^  that  good  morals 
usually  depend  on  the  good  education  of  youths 
omitted  no  pains  to  introduce  order  into  that  esta- 
blishment.    With  this  view  he  had  made  an  offer 
of  the  College  to  the  Jesuits ;  but  as  those  Fathers 
were  engaged  in  forming  at  that  time  many  esta- 
blishments in  various  quarters^  they  were  under 
the  necessity  of  declining  the  offer.    Francis  there- 
fore determined  to  apply  to  the  Barnabites^  and 
for  that  purpose  to  proceed  to  Milan^  in  order  tc 
treat  with  the  superiors.     Devotion  likewise  was 
blended  with  this  motive ;  he  had  a  profound  ve- 
neration for  St.  Charlrs^  Archbishop  of  Milan^ whc 
had  died  some  years  before  in  the  odour  of  sanc- 
tity.    Cardinal  Frederic  Borromeo^  his  cousin  ^ik 
suc^essor^  was  walking  in  his  steps^  and  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  distinguished  prelates  o 
Italy.     Him  Francis  wished  to  consult  on  a  plai 
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i^faich  be  had  devised^  to  take  his  brother  for 
his  coadjutor;  for  M^hatever  might  be  his  bro- 
ther's merits^  he  was  afraid  of  yielding  in  such 
concerns^  to  the  impressions  of  nature  and  to 
human  considerations.  He  was  well  aware  that 
the  heart  deludes  the  mind^  that  it  deceives  the 
understanding  and  forces  its  consent;  and  that  we 
hut  too  frequently  seek  ourselves  in  those  matters^ 
in  which  we  at  first  believed  self-love  to  possess 
the  smallest  share.  The  business  was  no  other 
than  the  choice  of  a  successor^  doubtless  the  most 
iniportant  concern  in  which  he  could  embark, 
^oA  in  which  deception  would'  be  attended  with 
dai^rous  consequences.  For  this  reason  he 
wished  to  recommend  the  aifair  to  the  prayers  of 
St.  Charles^  and  with  ftat  view  to  perform  his 
devotions  at  his  tomb. 

A  charitable  reason  supported  the  motives 
^bicl^  have  been  assigned.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Duke  of  Nemours  had  been^  a  short  time  before^ 
Assassinated  ih  the  woods  near  Annecy;  many 
gentlemen  perfectly  innocent  of  the  crime  had 
heen  charged  with  this  atrocious  deed ;  they  were 
prosecuted  with  excessive  severity^  and  even  in 
^e  event  of  their  exculpation^  the  legal  proce- 
dures were  likely  to  terminate  in  their  ruin. 
^  heart  Ifss  susceptible  of  compassion  than  that 
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of  Francis,  would  have  felt  for  the  affliction  of 
so  many  .families:  as  he  was  convinced  of  the 
innocence  of  the  parties-  accused^  he  collected 
proofs  of  that  circumstance^  of  which  he  was  de- 
termined to  be  the  bearer  in  order  to  display  them 
in  their  full  force  before  the  Duke  of  Savoy. 
This  motive  sufficiently'weighty  of  its  own  nature^ 
when  joined  to  so  inany  others,  removed  all  diffi- 
culty with  respect  to  absence  from  his  diocess. 
Accordingly  after  the  holidays  of  Easter,  he  de- 
parted for  Turin ;  the  Duke  received  him  with 
his  usual  kindness,  and  with  that  distinction,  to 
which  his  character  and  his  virtue  were  entitled. 
He  spoke  to  his  Highness  in  favour  of  those  who 
were  accused  of  the  assassination  of  ibe  Secretaiy 
of  the  Duke  of  NemouK ;  but  the  prepossessions 
against  them  were  so  strong,  that  the  proofs  of 
their  justification  adduced  by  Francis  were  found 
necessary;  and  even  these  documents  required 
the  support  of  all  his  zeal.  He  becamq  their 
solicitor  and  their  advocate;  he  acted  and  spoke 
for  them,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  their  liberty, 
with  a  prohibition  to  carry  the  proceedings  to  any 
greater  lengths.  He  then  treated  with  the  Duke 
concerning  the  establishment  of  the  Barnabites  at 
Annecy :  His  Highness  approved  the  plan,  pro- 
mised the  letters  patent  necessary  for  the  puqios^ 
and  consented  that  he  should  proceed  to  Milan  to 
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transact  this  business.  As  to  his  project  of 
establishing  the  new  Order  of  the  Visitation^  the 
institute  was  favoured  with  such  a  general  appro- 
bation,  that  he  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  all 
ttnt  he  had  to  ask  in  its  favour ;  the  Duke  and 
tbe  Ducfaeis  assured  him  of  their  protection^  which 
enabled  him  to  surmount  many  obstacles.  Me 
departed  for  Milan,  as  soon  as  he  had  terminated 
t>  is  busioess  at  court. 

*  He  was  there  received  with  great  honours  by 

tla^  Governor  of  Milan,  and  Cardinal  Borromeo, 

t^be  Archbishop.     The  day  after  his  arrival,  he 

celebrated  mass  on  the  tomb  of  St.  Charles,  and 

tliere  spent  many  hours  in  prayer.     He  afterwards 

paid  a  visit  to  the  Archbishop^  and  bad  with  hitn 

&   long  conference  on  many  concerns  relating  to 

liis  diocess :  he  then  treated  with  the  superiors  of 

the  Bamabites  concerning  their  establishment  at 

Annecy,  concluded  the  business,  and  carried  it 

uito  execution  on  his  return.     The  festival  of  the 

bolj  winding  sheet  now  called  him  to  Turin,  and 

w  departed  from  Milan  with  the  same  honours, 

^hich  had  been  shewn  to  him  on  his  arrival. 

The  Dofke  had  named  him  one  of  the  prelates, 

^0  were  to  expose  the  holy  winding  sheet  to  the 

'•■^^^ — —  ■■--.■■  ...  •  , 

♦  Atig.  of  Sales.     Book  VI. 
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\eneration  of  the  people;  he  performed  the 
monj  y^ith  all  that  devotion^  which  marks 
striking  4>f  the  love  of  a  God,  were  calculatedl 
excite  iu  his  heart.  The  day  after  this  festi^^^ 
he  had  a  private  audience  with  the  Duke^  wt 
conversed  with  him  a  considerable  time  on  t\0 
ultramontane  afikirs^  and  on  the  progress  of  th 
Catholic  religion  in  his  diocess.  This  Prince  in-^ 
terested  himself  much  in  the  business;  and  indeed 
every  Sovereign,  who  understands  his  own  advan- 
tage, can  entertain  no  other  sentiments.  Th( 
union  of  the  Prince  and  the  people  cannot  be  to( 
close;  whatever  tends  to  dissolve  it  is  seldon 
overlooked  without  danger;  however  nothing 
contributes  more  strongly  to  produce  that  effect 
than  a  diversity  in  religious  opinions.  Mlioi  th( 
bonds,  which  unite  man  with  God^  are  onc( 
broken,  those  which  connect  men  together,  wil 
not  subsist  long.  On  this  occasion  the  Duches 
of  Savoy  proposed  to  the  Duke  to  give  to  the  hob 
prelate,  John  Francis  of  Sales,  his  brother,  as  hi 
coadjutor;  and  God  permitted  that  she-shouh 
make  the  request  at  a  time,  when  every  thin^ 
concurred  to  ensure  success  to  the  petition.  Th< 
death  of  Henry  the  Great  had  removed  the  dis 
trust  of  the  Duke  concerning  the  cession  of  tb< 
Sovereignty  of  Geneva;  and  as  the  unpleasant 
situation  of  the  court  of  France  had  allayed  his 
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uneasiness  from  that  quarter^  he  intended  to  em- 
ploy Francis  to  negotiate  the  marri^ige  of  the 
Prince  of  Piedmont  with  Christina  of#rance^  the 
daughter  of  Henry  IV.  Such  a  business  would 
demand  from  the  holy  prelate  a  long  absence 
from  his  diocess ;  and  the  Duke  foresaw  that  he 
wtnild  never  consent  to  such  a  step^  unless  he 
could  obtain  a  proper  person  to  perform,  his 
functions.  The  request  for  a  coadjutor  season- 
ably removed  this  difficulty;  and  this  was  a  lead- 
ing motive^  which  induced  His  Highness  to  give 
his  consent.  Francis  did  not  interfere  in  the  no-  ' 
nination;  the  Duchess  of  Savoy^  desirous  that 
her  first  Almoner  should  be  a  Bishop^  solicited  in 
-1^18  fiivour,  and  obtained  the  coadjutorship  of 
Creneva.  Francis  having  concluded  his  business 
at  Turin,  returned  to  Annecy,  where  shortly  after 
lie  established  the  Barnabites. 

*  He  wrote  at  this  time  his  Theoiime,  or  The 
^'reatise  of  the  Love  of  God;  a  work,  which 
^ould  not  be  produced  but  by  a  mind  as  enlight* 
^ned,  and  a  heart  as  full  of  charity  as  his  own. 
He  shews  in  this  excellent  performance  the  na- 
tural inclination,  which  all  mankind  have  to  know 
^nd  love  God;  the  preventing  graces  with  which 

*  Anon*     Book  II. 
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He  favours  them^  in  order  that  they  niaj  lotc 
Hioi^  and  the  little  share  of  fidelity,  A^ith  which 
they  genemlly  ftUow  the  sweet  attraction;   he 
gives  an  exact  picture  of  the  coldness^  of  the  dis- 
quietude, and  of  the  inconstancy  of  the  heart  in 
the  progress  of  Divine  lovej  how  it  relinquishes 
its  object  to  fasten  on  creatures ;  how  sensible 
objects  make  a  forcible  impression  on  it ;  ^how 
they  captivate  it  and  bear  it  away;  how  every 
thing  should  turn  it  to  God,  while  a  contrary 
effect  is  but  too  often  produced.     He  proceeds 
afterwards  to  the  consideration  of  prayer^  which 
is  one  of  the  principal  exercises  of  Divine  love ; 
and  after  speaking  of  the  contemplation  and  of 
the  repose  of  the  soul  in  God,  he  explains  her 
languishes,  her  transportis,  and  the  pains  which 
God  makes  her  endure  to  try  her  fidelity ;  he  then 
describes  the  disgusts  and  interior  troubles,  which 
prevent  the  soul  from  knowing  the  ardour,  with 
which  she  is  filled  ;  how  she  is  filled  with  fear, 
with  alarm  and  dejection,  and  in  the  excess  of  her 
grief,  she  falls  into  a  li(nguor,  which  resembles 
the  situation  of' persons  at  the  point  of  death. 
Then,  adds  the  holy  prelate,  the  soul  is  unable  to 
discern  whether  she  can  hope  or  fear;  and  the 
trouble  with  which  Ae  is  filled;  the  gfief 'which 
oppresses  her,  is  of  such  a  complexion,  that  she 
has  no  spirits  to  look  at  ber  interior,  in  order  to 
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examine  what  passes ;  she  is  reduced  to  the  pain- 
Ful  necessity  of  believing/ that  she  has  neither 
liope  nor  love^  but  slight  impressions  of  those 
virtues^  which  sh^  feels  in  herself^  and  which  she 
possesses  in  a  sovereign  degree.  Sentiments  so 
pure  could  never  uk  described,  unless  they  had 
been  previously  fdt ;  it  is  a  language  which  can 
never  be  learned  but  by  the  long  experience  of  a 
holj  life ;  and  a  pefson  must  have  been  for  a  great 
length^  of  time  under  the  hand  of  God^  docife, 
Bubmissiveuand  attentive  to  His  most  secret  ways, 
to  speak  so  correctly  on  this  subject.  This  is  all 
*bat  is  proper  to  be  recorded  of  The  Treatise  of 
the  Love  of  God  in  this  place ;  the  farther  consi- 
deration of  it  must  be  postponed  to  the  eighth 
^ook  of  this  history. 

While  the  holy  prelate  was  thus  deeply  engaged 

^^  forming  souls  to  the  highest  perfection,  and  in 

touching  them  what  he  had  learned  from  God 

binnself,  the  Turks,  those  formidable  enemies  of  the 

Christian  name,  whom  we  now  behold  in  a  state  of 

degradation,    were  making  such  a  progress  in 

Hungary,  as  spread  a  considerable  alarm  throu]|h* 

^^t  Germany,     The  Emperor  too  weak  to  resist 

their  attempts^  had  convoked  a  diet  at  Ratisbon, 

*^  the  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thou- 

^nd  six  hundred  and  fifteen,  to  solicit  succour 
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from  the  Princas  of  the  empire.  As  the  revolt  of 
Geneya  from  the  Bishop  did  not  prevent  his  Im- 
perial Majesty  from  acknowledging  the  prelate  as 
a  Prince  of  the  empire^  and  the  legitimate  Sove- 
reign of  that  rebellious  city,  he  wrote  to  Francis, 
and  invited  him  to  repair  fo  the  diet  by  letters 
dated  from  Lintz  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Agreeably  to  the  ancient  u^^ge,  the  courier  of 
the  Emperor  repairs  to  Geneva;  and  pseseuting 
himself  before  the  episcopal  palace,  desires  to 
speak  to  the  Bishop  in  the  name  of  His  Imperial 
Majfsty;  he  is  told,  that  the  Bishop  is  not  there, 
but  that  he  resides  at  Anr.ecy.  The  courier  re- 
cords this  answer,  and  mounting  again  on  horse- 
back, proceeds  to  Annecy  to  deliver  the  letters  Itf 
the  Emperor.  This  ceremony,  which  at  present 
seems  to  answer  but  little  purpose*  is  however  a 
proof  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Bishop,  which  is 
from  time  to  time  renewed  in  such  a  manner  a%to 
preserve  the  remembrance  of  it;  and  it  clearly 
demonstrates  that  neither  the  Emperor  nor  the 
empire  can  be  disposed  to  approve  the  re>4>lt  of 
Geneva  from  the  Bishop,  and  that  he  is  not  less 
considered  as  one  of  tlie  leading  meiiibcrs  of  the 
diet.  Francis  replied  to  the  Emperor,  that  be 
felt  considerable  pain  from  his  inability  to  comply 
with  the  orders  of  His  Imperial  Majesty^  and  to 


». 
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support  him  with  his  fortune  and  bis  advice,  on 
an  occasion  which  so  deeply  intdlrested  the  cause 
of  God  and  the  glory  of  the  Christian  name ;  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Geneva  by  their  revolt  had  un- 
justly seized  the  greatest  part  of  his  reveirties,  had 
scarcely  feft  hioi  a  subsis^nce^  and  had  com- 
pletely disabled  him  from  shewing  to  His  Majesty 
and  to  the  empire,  the  obedience  |Kid  the  support, 
which  all  its  members  owe  to  their  august  chief; 
tha.t;  under  these  circumstances,    he  would  not- 
ecase to  entreat  the  Most  High,  the  all-powerful 
God  of  armies,  to  bless  his  arms  and  his  designs, 
^o  go  befdte  him,  to  be  his  guide,  and  to  give  him 
the  victory  over  the  enemies  of  His  name.     This 
was  all  the  holy  prelate  was  enabled  tcf  perform  in 
Ihe  situation  of  his  affairs,  and  the  Emperor  and 
the  empire  had  formed  no  farther  expectations. 


1^ 


Cjrod  at  this  time  permitted  that  the  reputation 
of    Francis  should  be  attacked  in  a  manner  so 
horrid  and  so  marked  with  artifice,  that  the  most 
ealightened  persons,   and  those  least  subject  to 
deception,  almost  lost  the  high  esteem  in  which 
they  held  his  character.     A  courtezan  who  was 
young  and  handsome^  after  committing  number- 
less disorders  at  Chamberry,  was  induced  by  the 
offers  of  a  gentleman  in  the  family  of  the  Duke  of 
Nemours  to  fix  her  abode  at  Annecy ;  her  admirer 
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was  a  personal  enemy  of  the  house  of  Sal^^ 
in  particular    was  hostile    to  the  holy  prelafi: 
She  had  not  been  long  there^  before  she  repeats 
the  same  disorders  which  she  had  occasioned  ^ 
Chamberry ;  and  her  debaucheries  were  so  note 
rious^   that  they  coul|l  not  escape  obserratioo. 
Francis  on  this  occasion  displayed  his  usual  pru- 
dence; he  empl^ed  friends  to  give  her  secret  ad* 
yice^  and  even  to  resort  to  menaces ;  but  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Duke  of  Nemours^  which  her  ad- 
mirer boasted^  inflamed  her  insolence^   and  en- 
gaged her  to  set  at  defiance  his  counsels  and  his 
threats.      Francis^    thus    constrained    to    adopt 
stronger    measures^    ascended    the    pulpit^    and 
preached  against  her  with  so  much  force^  that 
many  of  her  followers  receded^  and  refused  to  see 
her  again.    Nothing  more  was  wanting  to  inflame 
the  resentment  of  this  woman  to  the  h^hest  de- 
gree of  fury;  ^  this,  was  expected  by  her  admirer; 
he  had  not  a  little  contributed  to  rouse  that  spirit 
of  vengeance^  of  which  such  characters  are  sus- 
ceptible^  when  they  are  crossed  in  their  nefarious 
projects.     He  possessed  a  dangerous  talent;  he 
was  able  to  counterfeit  every  kind  of  writings  and 
his  success  in  this  fatal  art  was  such  as  to  deceive 
the  most  skilful  observers.     He  found  means  of 
procuring  some  letters  written  by  the  holy  prelate^ 
and  in  concert  with  the  courtezan>  he  forged  one 


OF  SALES.      BOOK   V|.  907 

as  written  to  h«r  by  Francis.     In  this  letter  the 
holy  Bishop  was  represented  as  making  an  earnest 
apology  for  haying  been  obliged  to  preach  agdhist 
ber;  and  speaking  in  the  character  of  a  villain, 
be  was  introduced  as  complaining  of  the  neces- 
sity,  undier  which  persons  of  his  character  so  fre- 
'  quently  laboured  of  imposing  on  the  people,  and 
of  disguising  their  true  sentiments;  he  was  after- 
wards made  to  say  to  this  unfortunate  woman  a 
thousand  criminal  things,  and  to  propose  a  meet- 
ing on  the  following  night  in  a  secret  place, 
where  he  might  be  at  liberty  in  her  companyr 
It  is  clear,  that  the  more  criminal  was  the  style 
<^f  this  letter,  the  less  suspicion  could  fall  on  the* 
^ly  prelate ;  but  the  hand- writing  and  the  style 
hore  such  a  resemblance  to  his,  that  he  himself 
^'*s    deceived,    when  he  saw  the   performance. 
'^hen  this  work  of  darkness  had  been  thus  planned 
^'^d    executed,  the  gentleman  carried  the  letter 
^^^lei  to  the  courtezan,  read  it  to  her,  and  again 
'^^'ought  it  back,  after  agreeing  with  her,  that 
^be  should  declare  that  he  bad  taken  it  away,  and 
^^^t  she  should  testify  great  indignation  at  his 
"^^Idness. 

\¥hen  these  measures  had  been  taken,  the 
^^<>iirte2an  in  concert  with  the  gentleman,  raised 
^  clamoor  in  consequtace  of  an  important  letter 
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which  he  had  taken  fronr  her ;  made  complaints 
to  all  her  friends^  and  in  smpcarance  left  nothing 
un^empted  to  recover  it.  This  circumstance 
served  to  render  it  a  matter  of  notoriety;  for  the 
gentleman  often  importuned  by  the  friends  of  this 
woman  to  restore  the  letter  which  he  had  taken, 
assumed  the  disguise  of  confidence ;  and  shewing 
the  forged  letter,  obliged  them  to  acknowledge, 
that  it  was  not  prudent  to  give  back  such  a  per- 
formance into  the  hands  of  a  person  of  her  cha- 
racter and  description.  Thus  the  wretch,  who 
mined  the  reputation  of  a  holy  Bishop  by  a  fatal 
artifice,  of  which  he  was  the  author,  had  the 
gratification  to  pass  for  a  discreet  man,  and  to 
make  the  world  believe,  that  he  spared  the  honour 
of  the  prelate. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  injury, 
which  this  unfortunate  letter  so  wickedly  con- 
trived did  to  the  holy  prelate.  The  innocent  life, 
which  he  had  so  constantly  led  from  his  tenderest 
years,  his  firmness,  his  zeal,  his  piety  so  generally 
acknowledged,  and  that  brilliant  sanctity,  which 
God  had  been  pleased  to  honour  with  miracles,  all 
this  could  not  withstand  so  dark  a  calumny,  nor 
support  his  reputation  in  the  minds  of  men. 
Even  those  who  believing  themselves  better  ac- 
quainted ynih  him,  were  less  disposed  to  form  an 
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unfavourable  judgment^  were  filled  with  uncer* 

taintj^  perplexity  and  confusion^  and  knew  not 

'^^Iia.t  opinion  to  entertain.     Thus  must  we  ac* 

knowledge^  that  it  was  the  most  terrible  proofs 

*c^     \¥bich  the  virtue  of  this  holy  servant  of  God 

^<^uild  be  exposed;  but  God  was  willing  to  purify 

<i^ore  and  more  that  heart  already  so  pure  and  dis- 

^JTig^aged^  and  which  perhaps  had  no  other  attach- 

■^^^^nt,    than  that  which   agreeably  to   common 

tice  is  innocently  entertained  for  character, 

without  which  a  ministry  so  holy  as  the  epis** 

^^c>j>acy  cannot  be  supported. 

In  the  mean  time  the  calumny^  which  daily 
Seined  credit^  at  length  reached  the  Duke  of 
-N"einours.  This  Prince,  who  was  a  friend  of  the 
S^ntleman  that  had  forged  the  letter,  heard  that 
*^^  had  quarrelled  with  the  courtezan;  he  en- 
^^Jired  the  reason  of  it,  and  this  wretched  man 
^Id  him  in  confidence,  what  he  had  imparted  to 
many  others.  The  Duke,  who  was  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  the 
Ly  prelate,  desired  to  see  the  letter.  At  the 
'ht  of  a  hand  so  skilfully  copied,  and  of  a  style 
well  imitated,  his  surprise  was  not  to  be  ex- 
^^^^eded ;  he  examined  it  with  attention ;  he.  com- 
¥^^-rcd  it  with  other  letters  which  he  had  in  bis 
possession;  but  these  precautions  served  only  to 
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jnstify  the  calumny;  and  the  Duke  deceiTed  by 
appearances^  which  tli^f  e  seemed  not  the  smallest 
reason  to  distrust^  could  not  help  exclaiming: 
''  What!  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  is  but  a  hypo- 
crite^ a  villain^  an  impostor!  in  whom  can  w« 
after  this  repose  confidence?" 

As  he  was  deeply  engaged  in  these  thoughts, 
.  gentleman  of  his  household,  of  the  name  of  Fora.. 
a  relation  of  the  holy  prelate,  and  who  ente= 
tained  for  him  a  singular  veneration,  entered  tB 
apartment  on  some  business  relating  to  his  char^ 
The  Duke,  who  had  desired  to  keep  the  lett- 
till  the  following  day,  and  who  had  it  then  in  1l 
possession,  took  him  into  his  cabinet,  and  askc 
him,  whom  he  took  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  to  b^ 
'^  A  Saint,"  replied  Foras;  "  it  is  impossible  ^ 
know  him  and  to  form  any  doubt  on  the  subject S 
'^  There,"'  replied  the  Duke,  "  is  something,  th^ 
will  undeceive  you.  Read  this  letter,  and  see 
there  is  a  greater  rogue  to  be  found?"  Forja 
acknowledged,  that  the  hand-writing  resemble^ 
that  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva ;  but  he  contendec 
that  he  was  incapable  of  writing  it,  and  tba 
there  was  in  the  business  some  secret  artffic€ 
which  God  would  finally  discover.  The  Duk< 
laughed  at  his  prepossession,  but  could  not  refus< 
to  lend  him  the  letter  for  the  remainder  of  the  day 
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The  use  which  he  made  of  it  was  to  carty  it  im- 
^ttediately  to  the  holy  prelate^  who  was  yet  unac- 
quainted with  the  intrigue.     He  read  the  whole  of 
the.  letter  without    emotion^    and   without  any 
chsunge  of  countenance;  then  returning  it  to  Foras^ 
^G     gaid:    "  Truly    the    hand-writing    resembles 
*^ine;  but  Grod  is  my  witness^  that  I  never  wrote 
*^^^.t  letter."     He  then  advised  him  to  return  it  to 
**^^  Duke  of  Nemours^  as  he  had  it  from  him ;  he 
^-^c3ed,  that  for  his  justification  he  depended  on 
^-^od  alone^  that  He  knew  the  measure  of  reputa- 
*^on  necessary  for  His  service,  and  that  he  wished 
*^>  enjoy  no  more. 

Sut  Foras,    who  was  a  young   nobleman  of 
Courage,  and  naturally  of  a  disposition  somewhat 
violent,  could  not  discover  so  much  patience ;  he 
l^ad  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman,  who  had  given 
"tile  letter   to  the   Duke,    was  the  real   author, 
^^ith  this  impression  he  wrote  him  a  liote,  in 
^^^hich  he  appointed  an  hour  and  a  place,  and  in^ 
formed  him  that  he  would  restore  to  him  the  letter 
^ith  a  sword  in  his  hand,    and  oblige  him  to 
avow  the  most  shameful  action,    that  e\er   was 
concaved  in  the  mind  of  a  gentleman.     The  au- 
thor of  the  letter  accepted  the  challenge.     But  ai 
aeither  of  them  appeared  on  the  following  day  at 
ihe  levee  of  tbe  Duke,  and  as  the  letter  had  not 
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been  brought  back,  his  Grace  immediately 
pected  the  intended  duel^  Jlnd  sent  to  isirrest  tl 
Foras  bad  ali^eady  repaired  to  the  appointed  p 
When  the  news  of  this  transaction  reached 
car  of  the  holy  prelate,  he  sent  to  him  his  bro 
the  Chevalier  de  Sales,  desiring  him  to  bring  1 
Foras,  whatever  reasons  he  might  allege  to 
tify  his  conduct.  It  was  not  without  extreme 
ficulty,  that  the  Chevalier  could  succeed  it 
commission;  but  Foras  thinking  that  he  c 
never  execute  his  design  in  his  presence,  postp 
the  affair  to  another  day,  and  waited  on  the 
prelate.  He  no  sooner  saw  Foras,  than  he  s 
to  him  in  the  severest  terms  of  reproach; 
having  drawn  from  him  an  acknowledgmei 
the  intended  duel,  he  told  him  with  much  war 
that  he  had  clearly  signified  to  him,  tha 
would  have  no  other  protector  of  his  innoc 
than  God  alone ;  that  his  rashness  was  gre 
believing,  that  his  services  were  necessary  t< 
justification,  and  that  he  would  never  see 
again,  unless  he  abandoned  his  design  of 
geance.  Forsts  was  constrained  to  make  the 
mise.  But  though  he  was  fully  aware  of 
consequences,  he  never  could  be  prevailed  on  t 
store  the  letter  to  the  Duke,  but  tore  it  in  a  < 
sand  pieces  ;  the  Duke  on  this  excluded  him 
his  bouse^  4uid  deprived  him  of  his  employr 
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fhe  mean  time  Francis  was  not  justified ;  and 
this  horrid  calumny  affected  the  daughters  of  the 
Visitation  ;  the  utmost  freedom  was  used  in  think* 
ing  and  speaking  of  the  Mother  de  Chantal ;  the 
others  were  not  spared ;  their  innocence  and  their 
virtue  were  found  an  insufficient  protection  against 
tbe  envenomed  darts  of  calumny.  This  was  a  mode 
of  wounding  the  holy  prelate  in  a  very  tender 
part;  the  value  of  honour  in  the  female  sex  is 
M^ell  known^  particularly  when  they  are  engaged 
in  a  religious  state ;  the  slightest  appearance/  a 
suspicion^  a  word  may  give  a  stain  ;  nothing  is  so 
easily  lost  as  reputation,  nothing  is  repaired  with 
greater  difficulty.     One  circumstance  appeared  to 
justify  the  unfavourable  judgments  of  the  world. 
In  the  b^inning  of  the  institute,  the  daughters 
of  the  Visitation  did  not  observe  inclosure ;  they 
tad  the  liberty  of  going  abroad,  in  order  to  per- 
form ^orks  of  charity,  and  they  acquitted  them- 
selves of  thiir  duty  in  this  particular  with  a  degree 
of  edification,    which   was    sufficient  to  set  ca- 
lumny at  defiance.     But  when  the  judgments  of 
mankind  have  once  taken   an  unfavourable  biai, 
they  are  not  to  be  stopped  in  their  course  ;   ca- 
lumny  is   often   strengthened    by    those   nieau^^ 
^hich  appear  calculated  to  blast  its  influence. 

Three  years  elapsed    in  this  manner.    wilhc>i^l^ 
any  ^pearance  of  Divine  interposition  in  tuvMUr 
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of  80  many  innocent  persons^    and  without  ac 
relaxation  on  the  part  of  Francis^  of  firmness  ai 
of  confidence  in  God.     Always  tranquil^  alwa; 
distinguished  by  an  equality  of  temper,  h^ppy 
the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  raised  abo~ 
the  judgments  of  men,  he  awaited  in  a  profoui 
peace  the  time  marked  by  Divine  Providence 
rescue  him  from  injury  and  outrage.     Those  wl 
have  not  experienced,  what  is  called  by  Davi 
the  contradiction  of  tongues,  the  trouble  and  d. 
quietude  with  which  it  usually  fills  even  the  firm^ 
souls;  those  who  have  not  been  exposed  to  tl 
dreadful  persecution,  will  form  but  a  faint  idea 
the  virtue  of  the  holy  prelate,  in  suffering  for  su 
a  length  of  time,  without  disquietude,  without  a, 
attempt  to  justify  himself,  and  without  losing  th 
peace,  that  incomparable  meekness,  which  b\(p 
should  have  been  deemed  sufficient  to  confound  I 
adversaries,   and  to  convince  them  of  his  inm 
cence.     But  at  length  the  justice  of  God,  whi- 
however  it  may  appear  slow  to  our  fro  ward  disp 
sitions,  never  loses  sight  either  of  the  innocei]i(;  or 
the  guilty,  gave  such  a  display  of  the  innocence 
His  servant,  as  to  carry  conviction  to  the  breasts 
the  most  incredulous.     The  gentleman,  the  auth 
of  the  forged  letter,  was  charged  with  a  comm 
sion  by  the  Duke  of  Nemonrs.     Scarcely  had 
arrived  within  two  days  journey  of  Annecy,  thm 
IB  passing  by  a  hamlet,  he  was  seized  with  a  viol« 
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cholic.     The  poverty  of  the  place  obliged  him  to 
repair  to  the  house  of  the  curate.     As  his  disorder 
increased^  the  Duke  of  Nemours  was  informed  of 
it^  who  sent  wiUi  the  utmost  expedition  physicians 
and  surgeons  to  attend  him;   but  these  persons 
proved  so  many  witnesses  of  the  innocence  of  the 
holy  prelate^  who  were  brought  thither  by  Provi- 
dence^ to  justify  him  in  a  manner  so  notorious  and 
SO  free  from  suspicion.     The  remedies  served  only 
to  exasperate  the  complaint;  and  there  soon  ap* 
peared  an  evident  necessity  of  informing  the  pa- 
tient, that  his  last  hour  was  approaching,  and 
that  be  had  only  to  think  of  rendering  an  account 
to  God  of  his  life^  and  of  receiving  the  rights  of 
the  Church.     In  this  melancholy  situation^  he  ac* 
knowledged  the  horrible  calumny,  which  he  bad 
invented   against  the  holy  prelate^  confessed  it^ 
charged  the  attendants  to  bear  witness  to  the 
truth,  and  in  particular  commissioned  the  physi- 
cians  and  surgeons  of  the  Duke  of  Nemours^  to 
nodeceiTe  bim,  and  to  go  in  his  name  and  make 
satisGurtioa  to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.     It  was  not 
difficok  to  obtain  pardon ;  but  Divine  justice  was 
not  to  be  m  ea.«ilT  appeased ;  the  gentleman  eipired 
in  the  ms^t  excruciating  pains.     A  terrible  exam- 
ple, which  shew^,  that  God  does  not  always  Willi 
tiU  a  fidme  life,  in  order  to  punish  suclr  grtiiil 
^^nnia,  as  tins  oafortuiuite  man  bad  coiiiMiilM, 
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The  holy  prelate  deplored  his  fate^  offered  publ 
prayers  for  him,  and  testified  a  great  regret,  i 
he  had  it  not  in  his  power,  to  embrace  him.     = 
was  thus  that  God  justified  the  innocent  Bisho 
and  his  holy  daughters,  who  shared  in  his  disgra 
Foras  recovered  his  employment,  and  the  Du 
of  Nemours  exhibited  such  public  marks  of 
teem  for  the  holy  prelate,  as  completely  repair 


the  injury,  which  his  credulous  conduct  bad  docmm 
to  the  reputation  of  so  good  a  man. 

About  this  time,  the  Duke  of  Lesdiguieres,  go- 
vernor of    Dauphiny,    afterwards   constable   of 
France,  who  had  hitherto  discovered  much  zeal 
for  Calvinism,  had  now  given  some  hopes  of  his 
return  to  the  Catholic  Church;  and  the  parli- 
ament of  Grenoble  considered  Francis  as  the  per^ 
son,  the  best  qualified  to  contribute  to  the  execur 
tlon  of  this  great  design.    Lesdiguieres  was  a  msi^n 
possessed  of  great  sense,  of  much  solidity  of  un- 
derstanding,   of  a  certain   share  of  knowledge^ 
and  was  considered  sincere  in  his  attachment  to 
Calvinism.     His  valour  and  great  achievements 
had  placed  him  in  the  rank  of  the  greatest  and  most 
fortunate  generals  of  Europe;  and  the  Calvinists 
of  France  considered  him  as  one  of  their  greatest 
proteetors.     The  considerable  advantages,  which 
Henry  the  Great  had  been  in  some  measure  con- 
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strained  to  grant  to  the  Cal viuists^  by  the  edict  of 
IVantes^  had  nearly  placed  them  in  the  situation  of 
SLia   independent  republic^  which  subsisted  in  the 
heart  of  his  kingdom ;  and  as  their  interests  were 
not  in  every  instance  compatible  with  those  of  the 
state^  they  were  careful  to  court  the  leaders  of 
tlieir  party^  and  to  secure  their  attachment  by 
c^onsiderable  pensions^  which  enabled  them  to  live 
^with  splendor^  and  to  enjoy  a  suitable  considera- 
tion.    Lesdiguieres  was  of  this  number ;  and  as 
1)is  conduct  required  much  circumspection^  the 
work  t>f  his  conversion  demanded  inviolable  se- 
crecy, and  was  necessarily  to  be  conducted  with 
ilie  greatest  prudence.      A  decent  pretext  was 
therefore  to  be  found  by  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  to 
proceed  to  Grenoble,  and  such  as  might  ^onceal 
the  real  object  of  his  journey,  and  detain  him 
long  enough  to  execute  this  great  design. 

*  With  this  view  the  parliament  wrote  to  him, 
to  request  the  same  favour,  which  he  had  granted 
*^  that  of  Dijon,  and  to  come  and  preach  the 
€nsuii^  lent  in  the  capital  of  Dauphiny.  Francis 
^pUed,  that  as  such  a  request  required  him  to 
ieave  the  dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  he 
^^uld  not  do  it  without  the  permission  of  his 
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Sovereign,  and  that  he  had  good  reasons  for  not 
soliciting  his  consent.  On  receiving  this  answer, 
the  parliament  deputed  two  counsellors  to  wait  on 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  to  solicit  his  permission.  He 
complied  with  their  wishes ;  and  Francid,  con- 
vinced of  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to 
the  Church  from  the  conversion  of  Lesdiguieresr, 
judged  that  a  sufficient  reason  to  justify  his  ab- 
sence from  his  flock ;  he  wrote  to  the  Pope  on  the 
subject,  who  approved  his  reasons,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly prepared  for  his  journey.  On  the  ap- 
proach of  lent  the  parliament  dispatched  two 
counsellors  to  wait  on  him  and  conduct  him  to 
Grenoble.  Nothing  can  be  added  to  the  great 
Irahours,  which  were  shewn  to  the  holy  prelate 
in  this  town,  and  to  the  demonstrations  of  esteem, 
which  were  exhibited ;  and  nothing  could  exceed 
the  zeal  which  he  displayed  in  his  sermons,  and 
the  great  example  of  virtue,  with  which  they  were 
studiously  supported.  The  Catholics  and  the 
Calvinists  attracted  with  his  reputation,  but 
much  more  with  that  splendid  sanctity,  which 
beamed  on  every  eye,  in  spite  of  his  endeavours  to 
conceal  it,  crowded  to  his  sermons,  and  ne%'er 
retired  without  feeling  those  powerful  impressioits 
of  grace,  which  God  had  in  a  manner  annexed  to 
his>  discourses.  The  conversions,  which  followed, 
were  so  numerous^  that  the  ministers  were  con- 
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founded^  and  issued  severe  prohibitions  to  assist 
at  his  sermons;  but  these  precautions  did  not 
prevent  one  of  the  most  able  of  their  number  pub- 
licly  to  renounce  his  errors. 

^his  conversion   raised  such  a  clamour^    and 
roused  the  zealots  of  the  party  so  much  against 
bim^that  the  first  president  thought  it  necessary  / 
to  appoint  regular  attendants  on  his. person:     But 
^wben  the  proposal  was  made  to  bim^  he  replied, 
that  he  had  always   found  sufficient  security  in 
placing  his  confidence  solely  in  God,  and  that  he 
untreated  Him   by    anticipation,    to   pardon  all 
those  who  should  be*  guilty  of  any  outrage  towards 
.   bis  person.     In  the  mean  time  the  conversion  of 
the  minister  excited  a  commotion,  which  was  ex- 
tremely unpleasing  to  the  feelings  of  one  of  hit 
brethren ;  and  whether  he  believed  himself  more 
able,  or  that  in  reality  he  was  only  more  pre- 
sumptuous, he  ventured  to  propose  a  public  dis- 
putation with   Francis.      Francis  accepted  the 
challenge;  and  the  minister  faithful  to  the  ap- 
pointment, began  the  conference  by  a  torrent  of 
insults,  imagining  that  if  he  could  discompose  his 
adversary,  he  should  more  easily  succeed  in  his 
object.     But  a  man,  who  possesses  self-command,  < 
bas  a  great  advantage  over  a  person  of  an  oppo- 
site description.      Francis  listened  to  his  insults 
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without  emotion;  and  as  often  as  the  minister 
proceeded  in  that  strain^  he  observed  a  profound 
silence^  and  then  resumed  the  subject^  which  be 
had  been  discussing.  A  Calvinist  who  was  present, 
was  equally  affected  with  the  insolence  of  the 
minister  and  the  invincible  patience,  which  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva  perpetually  opposed  to  his  pas- 
sionate conduct,  and  could  not  refrain  from  ob- 
serving,  that  the  contest  was  unequal,  since  even 
the  silence  of  Francis  carried  conviction.  His 
conversion  was  one  of  the  effects  of  the  conference ; 
and  the  advantage  was  so  much  on  the  side  of 
Francis,  that  the  minister  died  soon  after  of  con- 
fusion and  a  broken  heart.  Some  of  those  who 
were  present  at  the  dispute,  venturied  to  observe 
to  the  holy  prelate,  that  they  were  surprised  at 
his  forbearance,  amidst  all  the  insults  of  the  mi- 
nister;  that  Christian  patience  had  its  limits; 
and  that  even  the  fathers  of  the  Church  sometimes 
repelled  with  great  spirit  the  insolence  of  the 
heretics.  *^  It  is  true,"  replied  the  holy  prelate, 
'*  but  my  object  was  not  to  humble  him  or  to 
revenge  myself,  but  to  gain  him  and  bring  him  to 
the  faith ;  and  a  return  of  severe  language  would 
not  have  been  friendly  to  this  purpose." 

Hitherto  Lesdiguieres  had  not  assisted  at  the 
sermons  of  the  holy  prelate;  as  it  has  been  ob* 
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served^  he  had  to  act  with  the  greatest  circum- 
spection. But  at  length  the  reputation  of  Francis 
became  so  brilliant^  that  he  could  no  longer  resist 
the  attraction^  which  he  felt  to  hear  him.  He 
afterwards  attended  his  sermons  with  great  as- 
siduity; and  feeling  himself  almost  overcome^  he 
requested  the  favour  of  private  conferences.  It 
bas  already  been  observed^  that  the  holy  prelate 
conducted  those  conferences  with  peculiar  ability; 
indeed  he  seldom  failed  to  complete  on  those  occa- 
sions what  he  had  begun  in  his  pubhc  instructions. 
As  to  an  excellent  understanding  and  considerable 
jpractice  he  joined  an  admirable  share  of  presence 
of  mind,  of  evenness  of  temper  equal  .to  any  trials 
and  an  insinuating  mildness  of  manners,  which  no 
provocation  could  ruffle,  he  possessed  advantages, 
of  which  the  influence  was  not  easily  to  be  coun- 
to'acted.  By  his  insinuating  address  he  com- 
pletely gained  the  confidence  of  Lesdiguieres,  who 
was  «o  satisfied  with  the  fifst  conference,  that  he 
requested  the  favour  of  conversing  often  with  him. 
These  communications  were  at  first  private ;  but 
at  length  Lesdiguieres,  who  was  distinguished  by 
a  greatness  of  soul,  thought  it  dishonourable  thus 
to  place  himself  under  restraint,  and  resort  to  dis- 
simulation. The  conferences  then  became  public ; 
and  the  Duke  freely  acknowledged,  that  he  was 
with  the  experiment,  and  that  the  man« 


222  THE    LIFE    OF   ST.  FRANCIS 

ners  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  gave  him  a  complete 
disgust  for  the  conduct  of  the  ministers. 

Nothing  more  was  necessary  to  diffuse  an  alarm 
among  the  party ;  the  leaders  met  in  consequence^ 
deliberations  took  place  on  the  measures  to  be 
pursued^  and  a  resfolution  was  adopted^  that  the 
ministers  should  proceed  in  a  body^  to  wait  on 
the    Duke^    and    remonstrate    on    his    conduct; 
Lesdiguieres  received  them  in  his  usual  manner, 
with  civility   mingled  with  haughtiness.     Their 
harangue   was  long  and   proved  disgusting;  at 
length  the  minister  who  spoke  for  his  brethren^ 
happened  to  express  himself  in  a  contemptuous 
strain  concerning  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.     Les- 
diguieres could  no  longer  listen  with  patience^  he 
interrupted  the  minister  and  charged  him  never  to 
forget,  at  least  in  his  presence,  the  respect  which 
he  owed  to  a  person  of  bis  merit  and  descent, 
to  a  Bishop  and  Prince  of  the  empire  as  he  was; 
then  turning  to  the  company,  he  said,  that  if  he 
had  as  much  right  as  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  that  city,  he  would  not  like  him 
remain  with  indifference  at  Annecy,  but  he  would 
soon  reduce  the  city  to  due  submission.     The 
minister^  were  then  suffered  to  depart  without  the 
usual  attention,  and  even  without  notice.     They 
were  extremely  mortified  at  this  conduct;  and  no 
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doubt  was  entertained  of  the  desigo  of  the  Duke 
to   embrace  the  Catholic  religion.     But  it  is  a 
matter  of  greater  difficulty  than  is  usually  im* 
agined,  to  adopt  truths  contrary  to  the  prejudices 
of  birth  and  education.      Fantoms   >vhich  have 
played  before  the  imagination  are  not  so  easily 
fmgotten ;  and  nothing  requires  more  the  opera* 
tion  of  grace,  than  to  purify  the  eye  of  the  interior 
num,  in  order  to  render  him  capable  of  discerning 
truth,  which  is  the  light  of  the  soul.     This^ace 
is  bestowed  only  on  pure  hearts;  and  Lesdiguieres, 
whose  life  was  not  very  regular,  did  not  possess 
it;  the  seyerity  of  Catholic  discipline  proved  io 
him  a  greater  annoyance  than  the  Sublimity  of  the 
tenets.      Francis,    who  felt  no  other  impression 
than  that  of  charity,  who  had  no  other  interest 
but  that  of  Christ,  and  who  was  animated  with 
no  other  desire  but  that  of  saving  souls,  was  not 
disheartened;  he  awaited  with  his  usual  submis- 
sion to  the  orders  of  God,  the  time  which  His 
mercy  had  appointed  for  the  conversion  of  this 
soul,  which  was  to  deprive  heresy  of  so  great  a 
support.     The   lent  wa^  concluded,  and  Francis 
returned  to  Annecy  without  any  manifestation,  on 
the  part  of  the  Duke,  of  the  plan  which  he  in- 
tended to  pursue. 

• 
-It  was  bdicved,  that  affairs  would  remain  in 
that  situation^  and  that  the  Duke,  from  a  view  to 
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human  interest^  would  not  proceed  farther^  when 
intelligence  was  published,  that  in  concert  with 
Francis^  he  had  obtained  leave  from  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,  that  the  holy  prelate  should  again  preach 
the  ensuing  lent  at  Grenoble.*  It  was  then  not 
doubted,  that  the  holy  prelate  would  complete  the 
great  work.  Indeed  he  was  no  sooner  returned 
to  Grenoble,  than  his  conferences  with  Lesdiguieres 
recommenced;  but  his  heart  enveloped  in  the 
bands  of  profane  love,  was  incapable  of  following 
the '  light  of  his  understanding.  Francis^  who 
never  worked  by  halves,  laboured  at  once  to 
break  his  9hains  and  dissipate  his  errors:  and 
deeming  his  conversion  to  the  Catholic  faith  of 
little  consequence,  if  his  life  and  manners  did  not 
correspond  with  the  purity  of  his  belief,  he  begged 
incessantly  of  God  to  complete  His  work,  by 
moving  his  heart  as  He  had  enlightened  his 
mind. 

Affairs  were  in  this  situation,  when  the  Dukes 
of  Savoy  and  of  Mantua,  tired  with  the  war 
which  they  had  carried  on  for  three  years,  on  the 
subject  of  Monferrat,  to  which  they  both  had 
stated  their  claim,  now  determined  to  adjust  their 
difierences,  aud  Lesdiguieres  received  an  order 
from  the  court  to  repair  to  Turin  to  assist  at  the 
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conferences  relative  to  a  peace.     This  unexpected 
turn  of  aflairs  prevented  Francis  from  completing 
the    work  of  his  conversion.      But  while  Les- 
diguieres  was  at  Turin^  a  circumstance  happened^ 
vrhich   shewed  his  dispositions  with  respect  to 
the  Catholic  Church.     Cardinal  Ludovisio^  who 
had  assisted  at  the  conferences  in  the  name  of  the 
Pope^  preparing  to  return  to  Rome  on  the  con<- 
elusion  of  the  treaty^  paid  a  visit  to  Lesdiguieres 
to  take  leave.     At  parting  Lesdiguieres  told  him^ 
that  he  was  not  such  an  enemy  to  the  Church  of 
Rome^  as  not  to  wish  for  a  Pope  of  his  merit. 
'^  And  as  to  me,"  replied  the  Cardinal^  "  I  am 
sufficiently  attached  to  you^  to  wish  to  see  you 
a  good  Catholic."     Lesdiguieres  replied^  that  he 
wished  his  elevation  to  the  Pontifical  chair  de- 
pended on  that  circumstance;  the  affair  would 
soon  be  accomplished.     ''  Let  us  not  be  preci- 
pitate/' said  the  Cardinal;  "  promise  me  only  to 
hecome  a  Catholic^  if  I  am  Pope."     Lesdiguieres 
made  the  promise.     An  affair  thus  originating 
in  civility  took  place ;  the  Cardinal  was  afterwards 
Pope  with   the  title  of  Gregory  XV,  and  Lesr 
di^ieres   long  convinced  of  the  truth   by  the 
efTorts  of  Francis,  embraced  the  Catholic  religion. 
Those^  who  have  asserted  tliat  he  was  intiuenced 
in  this  concern  by  the  constable's  sword  which 
was  given  to  him,   were  not  apprised  of  tbfise 
VOL.  n.  p 
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circumstances^  and  were  not  aware^  that  heva 
a  Catholic  before  he  received  that  honour. 


The  departure  of  the  Duke  of  Lesdiguieres  fa 
Turin,  and  the  close  of  lent,  enabled  Francis  t 
visit  the  great  Carthusian  monastery,  situated  a 
the  distance  of  some  leagues  from  Grenobli 
He  had  b^en  long  acquainted  with  Don  Bmn 
Daffringues,  general  of  the  order,  who  with 
very  enlightened  mind  united  the  most  distil 
guished  piety  and  a  simplicity  of  manners,  whic 
belonged  to  ancient  times.  He  was  received  t 
these  holy  solitaries  with  all  the  respect  due  I 
his  merit  and  to  his  dignity.  But  Francis,  wfa 
was  an  enemy  to  all  distinctions,  or  rather  vrh 
knet¥  none  but  what  arose  from  innocence  an 
virtue,  was  desirous  of  living  with  them  as  one  i 
the  brethren.  In  that  favoured  spot,  enchante 
with  their  solitude,  and  with  that  Christian  sin 
plicity,  which  peculiarly  marks  that  house,  t 
conversed  with  them  on  the  instabilitv  of  huma 
life,  which  flows  and  passes  like  a  torrent,  ths 
roars  for  a  moment  and  then  appears  no  mon 
He  viewed  the  troubles,  the  agitations,  the  di 
ferent  passions,  which  spring  in  the  huma 
breast;  be  observed  how  men  do  and  undo  i 
the  same  instant,  how  they  seek  and  avoid  tl 
same  objects;   how  hope  elevates  some,  wbiL 
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kn  dspciesfles  others ;  how  they  are  hurried  away 

bj  the  seductive  alluremeuts  of  passion^  always 

fonBiog  schemes,  and  always  unfortunate  in  their 

eaterpnses ;  always  seduced  and  deceived  without 

the  possibility  of  redress,  *aad  without  finding 

aDf  thing  to  check  the  enthusiastic  eagerness^ 

with  which  they  run  after  false  goods,    whicfar 

escape  their  research,  and  which  they  never  pos- 

less  without  disgust;  how  subject  to  decay  as 

they  are,  and  doomed  to  a  short  life,  they  concert 

vast  schemes,    the    execution  of   which   would 

demand  the  I^pse  of  ages;   always  so  occupied 

^tb  time,   without  thinking  of  eternity,  which 

is  overtaking  them, .  which  surprises  them,  and  in 

^ch  th^  are  irretrievably  lost.     He  then  turned 

bis  reflections  to  the  happiness  of  an  innocent 

sou],  undeceived  with  respect  to  the  objects,  by 

which  she  is  surrounded,    always  reconciled  to 

herself  and  to  God,  always  engaged  with  Him, 

always  tranquil,  enduring  life  with  patience,  al- 

^ys  ready  to  leave  it,  and  looking  upon  eternity, 

which  is  so  terrible  to  those  who  have  foi^otten 

Cfod,  as  the  term  of  her  labours,  the  period  of 

her  miseries,    and   the   commencement    of  hap- 

puiess,  which  will  never  end,    and  which  alone 

^^  content  a  heart  made  for  the  enjoyment  of 
Qim. 

n  p  3 
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'  These  reflections^  \^hich  engrossed  the  mind  of 
Francis^  engaged  him  to  make  the  discovery  of  a 
secret  which  he  had  always  concealed  with  great 
care^  and  which  he  was  afterwards  studious  not 
to  divulge ;  for  these  holj  solitaries^  during  his 
life^  possessed  almost  exclusively  his  confidence. 
'The  secret  in  question  was^  that  in  obtaining  a 
coadjutor^  he  had  designed  to  vacate  his  epis- 
copal Sce^  and  retire  to  the  solitude  which  be 
had  chosen^  in  order  to  devote  the  remainder  of 
his  days  to  the  care  of  his  own  soul.  But  God 
otherwise  ordained ;  this  world  was  not  for  him 
a  place  of  repose;  that  he  was  to  find  only  in 
heaven.  If  Francis  had  followed  the  inclinations 
of  his  hearty  he  never  would  have  quitted  the 
Carthusian  monastery,  which  would  have  been 
the  place  of  his  retreat;  but  the  care  of  his 
diocess  recalled  him  to  Annecy^  whither  he  re- 
turned^ leaving  these  holy  solitaries  charmed  with 
his  piety  and  his  meekness^  as  he  had  been  de- 
lighted with  their  virtue^  and  with  that  admirable 
simplicity,  which  at  this  day  is  almost  without 
example. 


Peter  Camus,  Bishop  of  Belley,  relates  on  this 
occasion  an  instance  of  this  Christian  simplicity, 
which  he  had  learned  from  Francis,  and  which 
he  highly  valued.     He  records  it  in  so  natural 
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manner^    that  it  would  injure  the  anecdote  to 
msLke  any  alteration  in  his  mode  of  giving  it.* 
Fjra.ncis  on  his  arriyal  at  the  great  Carthusian 
monastery,  was  received   by  the  general  of  the 
ojrder^  who  conducted  him  to  the  apartment  al- 
lol-ted  to  persons  of  his  character.     After  con- 
versing some  time  on  heavenly  things^  says  the 
Bisliop  of  ^Belley,  they  observed  that  the  following 
AsLy    M'as  to  be  kept  with  solemnity  as  a  festival 
of*   iLe  order;  and  this  circumstance  obliged  the 
good  man  to  take  leave  of  Francis^  with  an  as- 
8Ura.nce  that  he  should  be  glad  to  enjoy  his  com- 
pa.n^  till  the  time  of  his  repast^  and  even  till  he 
retired  to  rest,  but  that  he  hoped  his  piety  would 
exotise  him  for  preferring  obedience  to  the  dpty 
of  civility ;  and  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  retire 
*o  .  tig  cell  at  the  usual  hour^  in  order  to  rise  at 
^^idnight    to    sing   matins.      The    holy    prelate 
"igtly  approved    this  exact   attention  to   duty, 
^specially  as  the  good  nian  continued  to  apologize 
*^**    his  apparent  neglect,  in  consequence  of  the 
festival  of  a  Saint  much  honoured  in  the  order. 
"'^^     this  religious  man  was  retiring  to  his  cell, 
^^'^^    taking  leave  with  every  possible  expression 
®^  ''espect  and  honour,  he  was  met  by  one  of  the 
''^ular  officers  of  the  house,    called  by  them 

•pint  of  Sit.  Francis  of  Sales,  torn.  1st,     Part  IIL 
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couriers^  but  stjled  by  others,  procurators,  and 
was  asked^  whither  he  was  going,  «nd  how  he 
bad  disposed  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  ?  '^  I  have 
left  him/"  said  he^  ''  in  his  room,  and  have  taken 
leave,  in  order  to  go  to  our  cell,  and  sing  the 
midnight  matins  on  account  of  the   festival  of 
to-morrow  ?    "  Indeed,"  replied  the  procurator, 
"  reverend  father  you  are  wonderfully  skilled  in  the 
forms  of  politeness.     What !    it  is  but  a  feast  of 
the  order,  and  do  we  daily  see  in  this  dreary  de- 
sert Bishops  of  his  description?  Do  you  not  know, 
that  God  is  pleased  with  the  offerings  of  hospi- 
tality  and  ^beneficence?   You    will  always   find 
leisure  to  chaunt  the  Divine  praises;  matins  will 
not   be  wanting  on   other  occasions,    and  who 
can  be  more  proper  to  entertain  such  a  prelate 
than  you?  What  a  shame  for  the  house,  if  you 
were  to  leave  him  thus  alone."     '^  My  child," 
replied  the  general    '^  I  believe  you  are  right, 
and  that  I  have  done  ill."     On  this  he  returned 
to  the  Bishop,  and  on  entering  his  room,  he  said 
with  the. greatest  coolness,  '[  My  Lord,  as  soon 
as  I  had  left  you,  I  met  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
house,  who  told  me  that  I  had  acted  very  impro- 
perly  in  leaving  you  alone,  and  that  I  shall  not 
fail  to  have  occasions  of  singing  matins,  but  that 
we  shall  not  have  every  day  the  honour  of  seeing 
here  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.     I  yielded  to  the 
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justness  of  his  observations^  and  I  am  returned 

^o     rnnake  an  apology  and  beg  forgiveness  for  my 

con. duct;  for  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  I 

^c^^^^  from  pure  ignorance^  and  that  is  the  whole 

**"«-«  ^h/*     The  holy  prelate,  continues  the  Bishop 

^^"    IBelley,  was  enchanted  with  this  singular  open- 

'^^^^  candor,  ingenuity  and  simplicity,    and  he 

*^^^^  «fl  me  that  his  feelings  were  stronger  than  if  he 

"  ^^^3L  witnessed  a  miracle.     O  how  true,  adds  this 

le  prelate,  is  that  word  of  Jesus  Christ !  that 

.ven  is  not  to  be  attained,  but  by  the  simplicity 

children. 


carce  had  Francis  reached  Annecy,  when  he 
eived  intelligence  that  the  Pope,  at  the  solici- 
ion  of  the  Duchess  of  Savoy,  had  granted  the 
lU  for  the  coadjutorship  of  Geneva,  to  Jphn 
ancis  of  Sales,  his  brother,  with  the  title  of 
shop  of  .Chalcedon  ;  that  he  had  been  conse- 
""  ^ted  at  Turin,  and  that  he  was  on  the  road  to 
it  on  him  at  Annecy.  When  he  was  informed 
the  approach  of  his  brother,  he  went  out  to 
^eet  him,  followed  by  the  clergy,  the  magistrates, 
e  leading  persons  of  the  city,  and  a  crowd  of 
^^ople  from  the  place  and  its  neighbourhood, 
e  insisted  that  the  same  precautions  of  delicacy 
^Tiould  not  be  observed  on  the  occasion,  as  he 
V^ad  shewn  towards  his  predecessor.     Fully  deter- 
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mined  to  resign  to  him  bis  whole  authority/  he 
had  no  difficulty  in  admitting  him  to  a  participa- 
tion. He  had  sincerely  wished  for  his  early  conse- 
cration ;  a  circumstance  which  he  would  never ' 
cohsent  to  respecting  himself  during  the  life  of  his 
predecessor^  in  spite  of  every  solicitation  which 
had  been  made  at  the  time  of  his  first  journey  to 
the  court  of  France ;  never  did  his  humility  ap- 
pear with  greater  splendor  than  on  this  occasion. 
He  conducted  his  coadjutor  to  the  churchy  de- 
sired him  to  celebrate  in  his  Pontifical  attire;  he 
himself  assisted,  at  the  mass  and  received  the  holy 
sacrament;  he  likewise  requested  him  to  confer 
holy  orders^  and  yielded  to  him  the  honours^ 
while  he  shared  with  him  the  troubles  and  fatigues 
of  the  episcopal  dignity.  No  instances  of  a  nice 
and  delicate  conduct^  no  suspicions^  no  jealousies 
in  the  use  of  authority^  which  have  ever  been  too 
common^  were  observed  to  take  place  between 
these  venerable  men ;  humility  on  one  side^  and 
great  propriety  of  behaviour  on  the  other,  as  well 
as  the  general  virtue  of  both^  contributed  to  form 
that  union  and  concert,  which  no  event  could 
dissolve.  Solely  intent  on  the  good  of  the 
Church,  always  engaged  with  God  and  His 
glory,    they  promoted  with  harmony  the  same 
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This  perfect  concord   clearlj   appeared  to  be 
liarly  the  effect  of  virtue  in  the  two  brothers^ 
^«   it  did  not  originate  in  conformity  of  temper  or 
^^ni  ilarity  of  disposition.     Francis  was  of  easy  ac- 
^^^9^    and  ever  displayed  a  goodness  of  heart  and 
'^^^Jcliiess    of   temper,    which  was   irresistible,    a 
ee  of  piety,  tender,  affectionate  and  full  of 
passion,  ^  ever  ready  to  excuse  and  pardon  the 
ts  of  his  neighbour.  The  Bishop  of  Chalcedon 
t^lie  contrary  was  of  a  serious  cast,  spoke  little, 
exhibited  a  certain  austerity  of  manner;  he 
^n  shewed  a  certain  share  of  inflexibility  towards 
ners,    and    particularly    towards    clergymen, 
lioi^e  conduct  was  scandalous  and  incorrigible, 
e  pardoned  with  sufficient  facility  the  first  of- 
"^nces ;    a    relapse    was    treated    in    a    different 
anner;   it  never   failed  to   meet  with  propor- 
ionate  punishment.     This   conduct  appeared  in 
he  general  visitation,  which  he   was  desired  by 
^^Prancis  to  make  of  the  diocess,  in  order  that  they 
^^night  both  co-operate  in  the  work  of  reformation, 
^he  Bishop  of  Chalcedon  made  a  free  use  of  the 
:i]otes  and  papers  of  his  brother ;  but  besides  this 
Hie  obtained  very  accurate  information  concerning 
"the  lives  and  general    conduct    of  the  clergy; 
'those  whom  bis  brother  or  himself  had  once  par- 
doned, were,  for  the  next  offence,  sent  without 
^  Jnercj   to    the   prison    of   the   episcopal   court 
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Scarce  was  the  visitation  complete^^  than  numbers 
of  this  description  were  in  confinement.  Francis 
could  not  disapprove  the  severity  of  his  brother, 
but  he  felt  an  irresistible  propensity  to  shew  com- 
passion to  these  unfortunate  persons,  who  often 
availed  themselves  of  this  circumstance. 

The  gate  of  the  prison  was  under  an  arcb, 
through  which  the  holy  prelate  bad  daily  to  pass, 
in  order  to  celebrate  the  Divine  mysteries;  the 
prisoners  knew  the  hour,  and  never  failed,  as  he 
went  by,  to  supplicate  for  pardon,  and  to  entreat 
his  compassion.  His  heart  was  affected  with  their 
cries;  he  neither  could  restrain  nor  conceal  bis 
tears;  and  he  had  no  sooner  celebrated  mass, 
than  reflecting  on  the  infinite  goodness  of  God 
towards  sinners,  and  considering  that  He  is  never 
tired  with  granting  pardon,  that  His  mercy  is 
moved  by  their  tears,  and  cannot  resist  their 
earnest  cries,  be  would  exclaim:  '^What!  can 
we  fail  in  following  so  great  a  model  ?  God  has 
often  condescended  to  be  moved  by  my  tears; 
and  shall  I  remain  insensible  to  those,  which  are 
shed  by  my  brethren  }  He  listens.  He  gives  a  &- 
vourable  ear  to  the  prayers  of  wretched  creatures ; 
and  shall  I,  who  am  but  a  creature  and  a  sinaer 
like  them,  be  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  and  insen- 
sible to  thar  distress  ?*'    He  was  unable  to  lesist 


OF   6ALCS.      BOOK.    VI.  33^ 

the  force  of  these  reflections.  He  accordingly 
on  fais  return  would  order  the  prisod  io  be  opened^ 
irmke  to  the  prisoners  an  expostulation  blended 
w-i til  severity  and  mildness,  oblige  them  to  pro- 
mise a  reformation  of  their  lives,  and  send  them 
home.  The  Bishop  of  Chalcedon,  who  knew  that 
th  4B  holy  prelate  was  not  actuated  with  less  zeal 
th  an  himself  for  the  reformation  of  his  diocess^ 
&v^  d  who  could  not  refrain  from  admiring  that 
S'c>€>dness  of  hearty  which  rendered  him  so  much 
a-l  ivc  to  the  distresses  of  his  neighbour,  still  would 
^CT:iture  to  blame  his  conduct.  ''God/'  would 
observe,  "  knows  the  recesses  of  the  heart. 
He  pardons  those  only,  whom  He  knows  to 
^uly  converted.  You  have  not  the  same  ad* 
tage,  and  yet  you  pardon  all  without  distinc- 
^*^^«ci.  There  will  be  some,  I  acknowledge,  who 
"ved  by  your  goodness,  will  change  their  con- 
^^t;  but  how  many  will  be  iound,  who  will 
^^se  the  indulgence,  and  become  incurable  by 
^ar  facility.?"  Then  the  humility  of  the  holy 
^  '^^late  would  lead  him  to  make  an  apology,  and 
promise  to  behave  with  more  severity  in  future ; 
these  professions  he  really  intended  to  carry 
o  effect. 


y 


However,  notwithstanding  all  his  resolutions, 
tie  would  act  precisely  in  the  same  manner  on  the 
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first  opportiiniiy ;  his  extreme  goodness  of  heart- 
nerer  allowed  him  to  see  any  one  in  distress^ 
livithout  an  attempt  to  aftbrd  relief.  At  length 
the  Bishop  of  Chalcedon^  who  was  convinced  that  : 
his  indulgent  conduct  was  carried  too  far^  and 
that  his  goodness  was  abused,  asked  permission 
to  retire^  and  alleged  as  a  reason,  that  he  could 
not  bring  his  mind  to  sustain  such  daily  contests 
with  his  brother  on  the  facility  of  his  disposition. 
His  object  was  to  lead  his  brother  to  an  approba- 
tion of  his  own  plan;  and  he  succeeded  in  his 
purpose,  which  was  to  keep  hin>self  the  keys  of 
the  prisons,  and  to  be  allowed  to  refuse  them  to 
the  holy  prelate,  whenever  he  should,  ask  to  have 
them.  Francis  consented  to  the  proposal  with- 
out diflSculty;  "  for,"  said  he,  "  th'ese  unhappy 
persons  excite  my  compassion,  and  I  cannot  be 
responsible  for  my  own  motions/'  The  holy  pre- 
late by  that  arrangement  subjected  himself  to  the 
inability  of  pardoning  his  own  priests;  but  it  be- 
came necessary  for  him  to  take  a  longer  road  to 
his  church,  as  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
withstand  the  tender  feelings,  which  he  expe- 
rienced for  all,  whom  he  beheld  in  a  state  of 
suffering.  We  vnll  not  attempt  to  pronounce  on 
the  relative  excellence  of  these  two  great  prelates, 
of  whom  one  possessed  a  mild^  the  other  an 
austere  character.     Mildness  carries  with  it  irre- 
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dstible  charms;    severity  is  sometimes  rendered 
fiecessary.     There  are  minds  well  formed^  good 
hearts^  that  would  be  exasperated  and  disheart- 
ened by  rigour.     There  are  daring  and  rebellious 
spirits^    which    must  be    subdued^    hard    hearts 
which  must  be  broken.     Mildness  is  more  suit- 
able to  the  disposition  of  a  father;  severity  to  that 
of  a  judge*     Bishops  have  to  sustain  both  cha- 
.  tacters ;    they  must  be  at  once  both  mild  and 
severe.     But  to  which  on  a  comparison  is  the  pre- 
ference to  be  given,  to  mildness  or  to  severity? 
To  which   should  men  discover  the  most  pro- 
pensity ?  God  appears  to  have  decided  in  favour 
of  mildness  by  a  miracle,  which  the  Saint  per- 
formed on  the  occasion  here  alluded  to. 

*  There  was  in  the  episcopal  prison  a  priest, 
who  had  been  lately  confined.  A  violent  fever 
had  seized  his  spirits^  and  deprived  him  of  the 
iise  -of  reason.  As  his  fever  was  removed^  his 
senses  did  not  return ;  on  the  contrary,  insanity 
was  converted,  on  the  restoration  of  his  strength, 
into  the  most  violent  fits  of  rage.  His  ungovern- 
able and  furious  appearance  made  close  confine- 
ment necessary.  The  holy  prelate,  who  had 
given  orders  to  that  effect,  repaired  to  the  prison, 
t-  "  .^  ...-..■ 

♦  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  VI. 
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attended  by  his  domestics;  a  strong  gatewt 
through  which  he  might  be  seen^  closed  the  € 
trance  of  the  place^  in  which  he  \Yas  confin 
and  scarcely  proved  a  sufficient  barrier ;  so  mc 
had  his  ungovernable  fury  added  to  his  streng 
Rage  sparkled  in  his  eyes^  and  appeared  in. 
whole  deportment;  his  clothes  which  he  tore 
pieces^  and  the  foam  which  issued  from  his  mou 
with  the  terrific  bowlings  which  he  raised^  fil 
with  a  secret  horror  the  breasts  of  the  behoklc 
The  holy  prelate  was  softened*  to  tears  at  * 
sight;  he  looked  at  him  for  some  time  with  gr 
attention;  then  turning  to  his  attendants^  he  sai 
*'  My  brethren,  you  see  the  effects  of  sin,  wbi 
is  the  original  cause  of  all  the  disorders  incid< 
to  human  nature.  You  see  how  it  effaces  e\ 
the  smallest  traits  of  that  Divine  resemblance, 
which  we  were  created;  and  you  can  easily  co! 
prehend  the  value  of  that  gift,  which  we  recei 
by  being  endowed,  with  reason,  as  well  as  \ 
wretched  situation  of  a  man,  who  is  bereaved 
this  noble  faculty.  But  God,  to  whom  this  m 
belongs  by  sa  many  titles.  He  who  created  hi 
who  redeemed  him  with  llis  precious  blood,  I: 
who  is  stronger  than  the  devil,  whose  mere 
exceed  the  measure  of  our  guilt,  will  suflfer  b. 
to. remain  no  longer  in  this  wretched  state;  let 
entreat  Him  to  have  compassion  on  His  creature 
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He  remained  some  time  without  speaking  a  word;, 
m    tiie  most  profound  recollection ;  he  then  com*- 
tnaoded  the  gateway  to  be  opened.     All  his  atten- 
dants were  alarmed  at  the  proposal;  and  each 
one  fearful  of  the  consequences  both  to  the  Bishop 
and  to  himself  opposed  the  design.     But  the  holy 
prelate^  full  of  faith^  and  of  that  confidence  in 
God,  which  overcomes  every  diflSculty^  assured 
thetn,  that  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended,  and 
Ihatr  the  time  of  the  Divine  mercy  was  come  for 
that  unfortunate  man.   The  gateway  was  opened ; 
Francis  entered  without  an  attendant,  and  taking 
tile  madman  by  the  hand,  he  said :    ^'  Brother 
have  confidence  in  God."     He  then  put  his  hand 

^^   bis  head,  and  ac^usted  his  hair,   which  was 

• 

^  complete  disorder.     At  that  moment  his  fury 

^as    calmed;    the  trouble  and  agitation   of  his 

^hole  frame  ceased;  tranquillity  beamed  in  his 

^J'^s  and  in  his  whole  countenance^  and  no  ap- 

P^^rance  of  his  former  disorder  was  observed. 

To  cahn  the  sea  agitated  by  a  violent  tempest, 
^ould  be  deemed  a  great  miracle;  and  perhaps 
^*  >vill  be  considered  as  not  less  mifaculous  to  re- 
Hore  in  an  instant,  tranquillity  to  a  troubled  mind, 
P^ace  to  a  heart  disturbed  with  the  utmost  vio- 
•^'^J^  of  rage,  and  health  to  a  frame  which  must 
^^   length  have*  sunk  under  the  convulsions  of  a 
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singular  disorder.  The  most  remarksible  circur 
stance  in  this  miraculous  cure  is^  that  it  was 
complete  as  it  was  sudden ;  and  no  doubt  con 
be  entertained  on  the  subject,  when  the  holy  pi 
late  was  seen  t6  take  by  the  hand  a  man,  who  tl 
moment  before  had  been  in  such  a  state  of  agit 
tion,  to  remove  him  from  prison,  and  condii 
him  to  his  episcopal  palace.  There  he  clothe 
him,  entertained  him  at  his  table,  and  sent  hi 
home  so  completely  restored,  that  he  never  afl 
felt  the  smallest  return  of  a  disorder,  of  whi< 
such  strange  effects  have  been  recorded.  Oth 
miracles  might  be  produced,  which  are  related  1 
the  historians  of  his  life ;  this  must  be  postpone 
to  the  proper  place.  But  this  is  sufficient  i 
convince  incredulity,  that  God  is  always  woi 
derful  in  His  Saints,  that  His  arm  is  not  shortened 
that  Christ  has  not  deceived  His  followers  whi 
He  told  them,  that  those  who  should  believe  ar 
confide  in  Him,  should  in  every  future  age  perfor 
miracles  as  great  and  even  greater  than  His  ow 
and  that  heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  bi 
that  nothing  shall  be  able  to  hinder  the  executic 
of  His  infallible  promises. 

While  these  events  took  place  at  Annecy,  tl 
Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  midst  of  a  profound  peac^ 
Moved  by  his  subjects/and  esteemed  by  his  neigl 
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AU  these*reason9  induced  bim  (o  dispak'fa  the 
Baion  de  Marcieux  to  France.  His  cominisgioii  { 
was  confined  to  two  articles';  to  thank  His  Most  J 
Christian  Majesty  for  the  aBsistaiicc,  whiuh  1 
bad  afforded  him,  and  for  the  peace,  which  had' 
been  concluded  hy  his  interposition.  He  waq^T, 
then  directed  to  sound  the  inclinations  of  tl^fe, 
court  concerning  the  marriage  of  Chiisfina  o^ 
France,  the  King's  sister,  wilh  the  Prince  c^^ 
Piedmont.  Marcieux  found  the  court  of  Fraii^rr- 
ui  the  belt  passible  dispositions  with  re^^p^'ct  -^ 
the  projected  marriage.     Henry  IV.  had  ''"-"-  ^_, 

the  same  scheme,  and  a  resolution  to  that  rffrti    , 

in  the  event  of  a  proposal,  was  discovered  ami^>^  ^ 
his  papers.  The  esteem  which  was  cntertiH^  , 
for  that  great  Prince,  did  not  allow  any  deviates^ — ; 
from  his  views ;  the  relative  interests  of  (he  ^^Bl 
countries  were  not  altered,  the  same  priiicipl^^= 
policy  were  still  maintained.     But  Marcieux,  ' 

was  invested  only  with  the  character  of  an  af^  -    \ 
was  not  a  personage  sufficiently  distinguishe'*^^^ 
terminate  so  great  an  affair.     He  sent  infoiu*  -    ~', 
to  the  Duke  his  master,  of  the  dispositions  *    *- 
court ;  and  that  Prince  immediately  appoif*"^—  — ^ 
that  memorable  embassy  his  son  the  Pria 
dinal,  and  the  holy  Bishop  of  Geneva  to  > 
the  affair,  and  give  tbe  benefit  of  his  C 
As  he  was  the  person  of  all  others,  for  i^ 
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Cardinal  entertained  the  highest  esteem  and  re- 
gard^ his  Eminence  wrote  to  him  to  testify  his 
joy    on  the  occasion;   and  to  beg  him  to  hold 
himself  in  readiness,  that  be  might  take  him  up 
at  Annecy.     The  only  diflSculty^  which  Francis 
could  raise  against  the  plan^  was  removed  by  the 
appointment  of  a  coadjutor.     His  diocess  was  not  , 
in  a.ny  danger  of  suffering  loss  from  his  absence^ 
and  he  had  ho  hesitation  in  entrusting  it  for  a 
^vnrte  to  the  care  of  the  great  prelate,  who  was 
destined  to  succeed  him.     Besides,  he  was  per- 
^sified  that  if  his  diocess  ought  to  be  dear  to  him^ 
^e  state^  of  which  he  formed  a  part,  should  be^ 
l>7  wio  means,  viewed  with  the  eyes  of  indifference ; 
^•."t  being  under  the  obligation  of  praying  for  it, 
"^  night  be  allowed  to  devote  to  its  service  a  part 
®f    liis  attention,  when  Providence  called  him  to 
*h^"t;  task  without  any  solicitation  on  his  own  part; 
*o^  he  was  not  ignorant  that  St.  Ambrose  and 
'"i^tty  other  holy  Bishops,    whose  sanctity  had 
"^^ix  attested  by  miracles^  had  accepted  of  em- 
"*^sies  from  the  sole  view  of  serving  the  state, 
^  (^articular  reason  likewise  contributed  to  hasten 
Wa  -  determination  on  this  business.     A  consider- 
ably part  of  his  diocess  depended  on  the  crown  of 
F'f'Si.nee,  and  he  had  very  important  concerns  to 
^e^ate  at  that  court,  on  the  issue  of  which  the 

q  2 
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re-establishment  or  the  support  of  the  CathoL 
religion  in  those  parts  entirely  depended. 

Convinced  by  all  these  reasons^  that  he  shou 
not  violate  his  duty,  by  accompanying  the  Ca 
dinal,  he  informed  him  by  letter^  that  he  wou 
hold  himself  in  readiness  for  the  journey,  and  th 
he  felt  as  he  ought,  the  great  honour  which  h 
father  the  Duke,  and  himself^  were  so  kind  as 
confer  upon  him.  After  that,  he  was  employ* 
solely  in  giving  bis  orders  for  the  regulation 
his  diocess  during  his  absence,  that  nothing  mig 
he  wanting  but  his  personal  attendance,  and  th 
no  change  might  take  place  in  the  regulatio 
which  he  had  framed.  He  then  entrusted  1 
diocess  to  the  care  of  his  brother,  the  Bishop 
Chalcedon,  and  joined  the  Cardinal  on  his  arrii 
at  Annecy.  The  Cardinal  was  attended  by  t 
Count  of  Verue,  and  Antony  Favre,  first  Pre 
dent  of  Savoy,  the  intimate  friend  of  the  he 
prelate.  Thus  the  Duke  had  surrounded  his  sc 
by  persons  of  the  most  distinguished  merit  in  t 
Church,  the  army  and  the  magistracy;  but  t 
holy  prelate  was  principally  entrusted  with  t 
care  of  the  young  Prince,  as  the  others  vn 
only  selected  to  grace  the  retinue,  and  assist  wi 
their  advice.  The  Duke,  in  making  this  choi« 
had  acted  with  his  usual  prudence.     He  not  oi 
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selected  the  most  approved  and  skilful  men  in  his 
dominions,  but  he  considered  that  these  three 
persons  were  united  by  indissoluble  bands  of 
friendship;  that  thus  they  would  act  in  concert, 
and  that  one  would  not  aim  at  an  ascendknt,  over 
the  mind  of  the  Prince  to  the  prejudice  of 
aaother.  Such  a  circumstance  but  too  .frequently'^ 
occurs,  to  the ,  detriment  of  the  concerns  of 
Princes. 

The  Cardinal  of  Savoy  arrived  at  Paris  in  the 
.  beginning  of  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  nineteen,  and  was  received  with  all  the  ho- 
nours due  to  his  birth  and  his  character.     Francis 
there  found  a  part  of  his  ancient  friends,  and  did 
*iot  remain  long  without  forming  other  connec- 
tions bolh   in   the  city    and  at  the  court.     The 
beautiful  writings  which  he  had  published  to  the 
world,  had  acquired  him  an  extraordinary  reputa- 
tion; every  one  considered  him   as  a  prelate  at 
once  holy  and  skilful ;  there  was  no^  affair  of  any 
importance,  on  which   he  was  not  consulted,  no 
assembly  of  piety  to  which  he  was  not  invited, 
no  religious  enterprise,   which  he  did  not  animate 
by  his  presence,  his  attention  and  his  advice;   at 
thie  court  and  in  the  city,  all  were  observed  to  be 
equally  eager  to  place  themselves  under  bin  direc- 
*^on,    and   it  was    deemed  difficult  to  concei v* 
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how  a  single  man  could  be  equal  to  such  mullbi*' 
plied  occupations.      His  business  however^  did 
not    hinder   him    from  preaching   the    lent      ^ 
St.  Andre  des  Arcs.     All  Paris  crowded  to   h  ii 
sermons;  and  the  pressure  was  generally  so  grea.^1 
that  it  became    difficult   to  accommodate   eVi^B 
Cardinals^  Bishops  and  Princes^  with  seats.     NT  ^9 
maxims  on  the  eloquence  of  the  pulpit  have  be^  ^ 
already  explained.     He  did  not  neglect  the  grac^^^ 
of  oratory,  but  he  paid  much  more  regard  to  th    ^ 
solidity  of  his  matter.     Incapable  of  aiming  a^ 
reputation,  he  sought  only  the  conversion  of  souls  ^^ 
full  of  meekness   on  all  other   occasions,  in  th^^ 
pulpit  he  appeared  inflamed  with  zeal.     But  what^ 
made  the  greatest  impression  on  his  hearers  was, 
that  he  said  nothing,  which  he  had  not  himself" 
first  reduced  to  practice ;  and  the  sanctity  of  hit 
life  corresponded  so  well  with  that  of  his  dis- 
courses, that  his  example  gained  all  those,  whom 
his  sermons  had  contributed  to  move.     Libertins, 
atheists,  heretics,  all  yielded  to  the  impression ; 
and  the  light  of  his  understanding,  joined  to  hit 
incomparable  meekness,   won  every  heart,    and 
subdued  every  mind.     The  historians  of  his  life 
relate  several  instances  of  this  kind ;  one  of  theod 
will  be  sufficient  in  this  place. 

Among  the  persons,  whose  notice  his  knowledge 
and  sanctity  attracted,  there  was  a  German  from 
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the  palatinate^  of  the  name  of  Philip  Jacob.     He 
had  been  a  minister  among  the  Calvinists^  and  bad 
lately  been  converted  to  tlie  faifb.     He  was  a  tnati 
of  rough  manners^    devoid    of  good    breedings 
possessed  of  the  vanity  which  belongs, to  men  of 
slender  learnings  not  vrell  confirmed  in  the  faitb^ 
hesitating    v^hether    be    should    remain    in    tb^ 
Church,  or  return  to  the  communion  \Vhi«b  ha 
had  left ;  a  man  of  a  capricious  and  ungovernable 
temper^  and  in  particular  full  of  the  prepossession^ 
of  the  Calvinists  against  Bishops  and  the  episcopal 
character.     He  accosted  the  holy- prelate  with  hU 
^sual  abruptness^  and  asked  him,  if  the  Apostles 
travelled  in  gilded  carriages,  a  situation  in  which 
he  had  lately  seen  him ;  and  if  he  allowed  himself 
to  employ  the  revenues  of  his  church  in  pompolis 
^uipages,  like  that  by  which  he  was  attended  ? 
J^rancis  replied,  with  a  degree  of  politeness,  to 
^^hich   his  visitor  had  no  claim,    that  he   had 
^Cither  carriage  nor  equipage;  that  even  if  be 
should  desire  such  things,  he  bad  not  the  means 
^f  obtaining  such  a  distinction ;  that  the  inhabi- 
^^^'^ts  of  Geneva,  in  usurping  the  revenues  of  hit 
^hutch,  had  placed  things  on  a  different  footing  ; 
^  *^Ut  that  he  felt  less  sensibly  such  a  loss,  than  that 
^^  their  souls ;  and  that  as  to  himself,  be  would 
S^Ve  ^th  pleasure  the  little   that  remained  to 
^^>  to  gain  them  to  Jesus  Christ ;  that  the  car- 
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riages  and  equipage,  which  his  visitor  hlid  se^^^^i 

did  not  belong  to  him,  but  to  the  Prince  of  Sa.yc:^ys 

or  to  the  King,  who  frequently  sent  them  to  ^i<> 

honour  to  his  episcopal  character,  or  to  the  Cs^l^^~ 

din9.1,  whom  he  accompanied;  that,  he  absolut^^  Ij^ 

insisted,  that  they  should  be  made  use  of,  av:'^ 

that  hjB  did  not  consider  it  a  duty  to  quarrel  wi  '^  ^ 

soi  great  a  Prince  for  an  affair  of  such  trifli 

consequence.     As  to  the  Apostles,  added  he,  th 

made  use  of  carriages,  when  it  became  necessar 

l^e  have  an  example  of  this  in  St.  Philip,  w 

made  no  difficulty  to  ascend  the  chariot  of  t 

Eunuch  of  the  Queen  of  Ethiopia ;  and  that  u 

doubtedly  he  must  have  seen  that  fact  recorded 

the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.     *'  I  knew  very  well 

added  the  holy  prelate  who  himself  related  ti 

conversation,    "  that    this    Philip    was    not 

Apostle,  but  there  are  some  people  who  do  n 


investigate  matters  so  closely,  and  besides  Phil:^  ^ 
was  an  Apostolic  man,  and  the  argument  was  n^^""^ 
less  conclusive.**     "  But,'*  continued  Jacob, 
not  residence  of  Divine  right?  and  while  you 
at  the  court  of  France,  what  is  to  become 
your  people  in  Savoy,  entrusted  to  your  care 
Francis  replied,  that  no  one  was  more  convin 
than  himstlf  of  the  necessitv  of  residence:  b 
tliat  he  believed,  that  the  good  of  the  state,  an 
tlie  particular  business  of  his  diocess,  which  cool 
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*^^  adjusted  only  at  court,  were  sufficient  reaiBons 

^o  Justify  an  occasional  dispensation;  that  he  had 

^'^a.de  suitable  arrangements  before  his  departure^ 

^^d  had  placed  his   flock   under  the  care  of  a 

»ishop   equal  to   the   charge;  and  that  he  was 

^^ell  satisfied,  that  his  diocess  would  not  suffer 

""ocn  his  absence. 

Jacob  then    asked   him,   wh^    Bishops,    who 
Caviled  themselves  successors  of  the  Apostles,  did 
not   work  miracles  like  them ;  why  if  they  had 
suiccceded  to  their  authority,  they  had  not  inhe- 
rited   this    power?    ''  This    question,'*    replied 
I^rancis,  ''  has  been  decided  by  the  Apostle  him- 
8elf\,  when  he  says,  that  miracles  are  for  infidels 
^nd  not  for  the  faithful.     They  were  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  the  Church,  to  induce 
'^a.nkind  to  believe  that  God  was  the  author  of  it; 
*o     engage  them  to  enter  its  pale,  and  to  form 
**^at  holy  society,  which  was  to  succeed  to  the 
•'^vvish  people,  and  to  perpetuate  the  worship  of 
*he  true  God  to  the  end  of  time.     But  now  when 
^■^is  society  has  been  established,  when  this  new 
People  has  been  formed,  'when  idols  are  destroyed, 
^h^  law  abolished,  and  the  Church  is  spread  over 
•^h^  whole  earth,  miracles  are  no  longer  necessary, 
^Ufi  for  that  reason  they  are  become  extremely 
^^re/'    ^<  But  I  doubt  not,"  added  he,  ''  that  if 
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any  occasion  occurred^  which  should  demand  s^^ 
extraordinary  interposition  of  Providence,  Go^^ 
would  still  display  His  power,  either  by  the  mt  i- 
nistry  of  Bishops,  or  by  the  means  of  any  oth^^' 
persons  whom  He  should  employ ;  for  the  pow 
of  performing  miracles  was  never  confined  excl 
sively  td  the  Apostles. '^     It  has  already  been 
served,  that  the  character  of  Jacob  was  of  a  vcr^ 
singular  cast;  for  that  reason  the  reader  wilt  nczi'i 
be  surprised  to  learn,  that  he  carried  his  insolence 
so  far  as  to  say  to  the  holy  prelate,  with  his  ha&^ 
raised :  ^^  If  I  were  to  give  you  a  blow  on  tl]»  < 
cheek,  would  you  present  the  other  to  receive    « 
second  blow,  as  the  Gospel  ordains  ?''  '^  I  do  nc^^ 
know  if  I  should  do  it,''  replied  Francis,  "  bi»  « 
I  well  know  what  would  be  my  duty  under  such  ^ 
circumstance."     There  is  indeed  no  species  o^ 
brutality,  which  does  not  yield  to  consummai^ 
meekness.     Jacob  was  so  surprised,  and  at  th^ 
same  time  so  affected  at  the  moderation  of  the 
holy  prelate,  that  he  spoke  of  it  in  every  place 
with  admiration ;  but  he  added,  that  if  Fraoeis 
had  treated  him  roughly,  and  had  answered  him 
in  the  same  tone  in  which  he  himself  had  spoken, 
he  should  have  returned  to  the  communion  of  the 
Calvinists.     ^'  For,"    said    he,    '^  humility    and 
met^ness  are  so  essential  to  sanctity,  that  if  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva  had  not  possessed  these  two 
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quaUtio}^  I  should  have  considered  him  as  a  hypo* 
^'*te,  and  an  impostor."  ' 

DuriniB:  these  transactions^  the  marriage  of  the 

«^nnce  of  Piedmont  was  concludcKl;  and  Christina 

^f  France  having  been  espoused  by  proxy^  ar- 

'^^ngements  were  made  to  provide  an  establish- 

'^^ent.     The  Princess^  who  entertained  for  Francis 

^ti  esteem  and  veneration^  which  could  not  be 

^^ceeded,  chose  him  for  ber  first  almoner^  with 

^  view  to  detain  him  and  place  herself  under  bis 

direction;  but  that  very  circumstance  preveqted 

*^ini  from  accepting  the  charge.     He  thanked  thf 

S^rincess  for  the  intended  honour^  but  he  observed 

"^o  ber^  that  the  employment^  which  she  offered 

b  im^  was  incompatible  with  the  residence  which 

^e  was-  obliged  to  observe  in  his  diocess ;   that 

^od  was  his  witness^  that  the  soul  of  her  Royal 

Highness  was  as  dear  to  hini  as  his  own;  but 

tbat  God  had  stationed   him  in  the  church  of 

Geneva,  that  the  engagement  which  he  had  there 

contracted,  admitted  of  no  compromise,  and  that 

death  alone  could  dissolve  the  connection.     The 

Princess  atill  continued  her  solicitations,  and  he 

at  length  told  her,  that  since  she  insisted  on  his 

acceptance  of  the  charge,  be  would  consent  to  the 

propoisal,  bat  he  requested  it  might  be  on  two 

cooditiou;  the  first  was^  that  he  might  beallowea 
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to  observe  residence  in  his  diocess;  the  otb^> 
that  when  he  should  be  prevented  from  fulfilli^S 
the  duties  of  the  situation,  he  should  not  recei^^ 
the    emolument.     ''  Your    scruples/'    said  tl*® 
Princess,  ^'  are  carried  too  far.     If  I  choose  ^^ 
allow  you  the  emoluments  of  office  without  yoi^' 
personal  attendance,  what  harm  vi^ill  you  do  i  ^ 
accepting  them?"    '^  Madam,'*  replied  the  botj^ 
prelate,  ''  I  feel  myself  happy  in  my  poverty ; 
fear  riches,  they  have  ruined  thousands,  and  thej^ 
might    prove  fatal  to  me."     The  Princess  wju - 
obliged  to   consent  to  the  two  conditions;  asf^^ 
Francis  accepted  the  charge  oi  first  almoner,  anc^ 
performed  the  duties  of  it,  as  long  as  the  Princes^ 
of  Piedmont  remained  in  France,  and  on  som 
other  occasions,    but    alvrays    on   the  propos 
terms.     After  he  had  accepted  this   office,  tb 
Princess,    by  way  of  installation,    made  him 
present  of  a  diamond  of  great  value.     ''  This  i^ 
yours,"  said  she,  ''on  condition,  that  you  keep  i ' 
from  a  regard  for  me ;"   ''I  promise  you  this,^ 
said  the  holy  prelate,  ''  except  the  poor  shoiil 
stand  in  need  of  relief"    ''  In  that  event,"  repli 
the  Princess,    who  *  was   a  worthy   daughter  (^ ' 
Henry  the  Great,  ''  be  satisfied  to  pawn  the  dft  - 
amond,  and  I  will  take  care  to  redeem  it."    "    J 
should  be  afraid,"  replied  Francis,  ''  that  such  ami 
event  would  happen  too  often,  and  I  should  abui 
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jour  kindoess."  He  bad  indeed  such  a  tender  re- 
gard for  the  poor^  as  induced  him  never  to  refuse 
tfaeir  requests ;  and  when  he  was  without  money^ 
^e  lias  been  known  to  part  with  the  plate  of  his 
chapel^  and  even  with  the  clothes  on  his  back. 

In  the  mean  time^  his  assiduous  attention  in 
visiting  hospitals^  and  in  affording  daily  relief  to 
those  who  were  attacked  with   contagious  dis- 
tempers^   threw   him  into    a  dangerous  illness. 
It  tlien  appeared  to  what  a  degree  he  was  beloved. 
The  hospital  of  Ancre^  in  which  he  had  apart- 
inents^  was  perpetually  crowded  with  Cardinals^ 
Bishops^  Princes^  persons  of  quality^  and  people 
of  the  lower  orders^  who  were  eager  to  enquire 
after  his  healthy  or  to  visit  him^  as  soon  as  he 
was  able  to  receive  them.    He  at  length  recovered 
from  that  illness ;  and  when  he  had  so  far  regained 
his  strength,   as  to  be  able  to  go  and  thank  their 
Majesties  for  their  visits  and  kind  enquiries,  he 
received  intelligence  that  a  rich  Abbey  was  be- 
come vacant,  and  was  assured,   that  if  he  would 
*8t  the  King  for  it,  his  Majesty  would  confer  it 
^^  him  with  pleasure.     '^  I  will  beware  of  doing 
"*y  such  thing,"  replied  the- holy  prelate ;  ''how 
could  I  ask  for  that  favour,  which  if  it  were 
offered,  I  should  be  disposed  to  decline  ?"     He 
^ded,  that  the  revenues  of  his  Bishopric,  poor 
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as   it  was^  \^ere  sufficient  for  his  support,  t 
""that  be  would  accept  of  no  more. 

In    the  mean    time,   the    court   departed 

Fontainebleau ;  and  Francis,  who  never  left 

Cardinal,  was  obliged  to  repair  thither.     One  i 

as  he  was  walking  alone  in  the  garden,  hei 

met  bj  the  Cardinal  of  Retz,  the  Bishop  of  Pa 

who  told  him,  that  he  was  delighted  to  see  h 

alone,  that  he  had  long  desired  to  have  a  frm 

conversation  with  him,  and  without  giving  bi 

time  to  answer,  he  said :    ^'  You  see  the  rai 

which  I  611  at  the  court  and  m  the  council,  ai 

jou  have  often  witnessed  the  pressure  of  busina 

with  which  I  am  overwhelmed ;  at  the  same  tin 

I  am  burdened  with  the  government  of  the  exte 

sive  diocess  of  Paris ;  that  would  require  my  ui 

divided  attention,  and  yet  I  can  allow  it  but 

small  portion  of  niy  time,  and  frequently  none 

all.     The  account  which  I  am  to  render  to  G< 

'  fills  roe  with  dismay ;  I   should  wish  to  restc 

tranquillity  to  my  conscience  on   this  subjec 

what  is  your  advice?"  "  Since  you  do  me  the  h 

nour  to  ask  my  advice/'  replied  Francis,  "  I  ca 

not  conceal  from  you  this  truth,  that  you  i 

perfectly  right,  to  listen  to  the  reproaches  of  yo 

conscience  on  a  matter  of  this  importance;  b 

you  possess  bat. one  method  of  regaining  peace 
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mivid^  and  that  is^  to  leave  either  the  Ministry  or 
the    Bishopric/'     ''  I  have  however  found/*  re- 
plied the  Cardinal^    ^'  another  means;    f  have 
opened  the  matter  to  the  King^  and  have  obtained 
his    approbation,   and  this  is  to  make  you  my 
coadjutor ;  and  I  have  the  authority  of  his  Ma- 
jesty to  ofFer.ybu  a  pension  of  20,000  livres,  while 
the  Bishopric  of  Geneva  is  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  jour  brother  the  Bishop  of  Chalcedon,  to  ob- 
tain the  consent  both  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and 
of  the  Pope  for  these  purposes,  and  to  defray  all 
necessary  chaises.     I  join  my  request  to  hijj,  and 
beg  you  not  to  refuse  me  this  favour.  Paris  stands 
in    need  of  a  Bishop  like  you;    you  are  there 
esteemed  and  beloved,  and  you  will  assuredly  do 
more  good  in  that  place,  than  in  your  Bishopric 
of  Geneva."  "  I  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge," 
r^^lied  Francis,"  "the  honour  intended  me  by  His 
Majesty  and  your  Eminence;  but  you  would  never 
have  thought  of  such  a  plan,  if  you  had  known 
>ne  well;  and  it  becomes  a  duty  to  correspond 
^itb  your  friendship  and  to  exhibit  myself  in  my 
native  dress      As   I  cannot  disguise  myself  from 
niy  own  eyes,  nor  be  insensible  of  my  own  inca- 
pacity of  governing  ray  diocess  alone,    I  have 
^n  necessitated  to  ask  for  a  coadjutor;    and 
kow  can  I  have  the  temerity  to  undertake  the 
^t  of  a  diocess  so  extensive  as  that  of  Paris  } 
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God  requires  me  to  be  the  Bishop  of  Geaerwm^} 
He  has  given  me  this  church  as  my  spouse^  a'Kiftd 
no  consideration  can  induce  me  to  leave  her  Fci^r 
another.     Besides  I  am  advancing  inyears^  &m»^ 
am  approaching  to  the  end  of  my  career;  repo^< 
is  now  more  suitable  to  me  than  action ;  and   Ci^o 
open  to  you  my  whole  mind^  I  will  tell  you^  thsmt 
if  my  judgment  be  followed^  and  I  can  obt&mii 
permission^  I   am   determined   to  relinquish   rrmj 
Bishopric^  and  to  retire  to  a  solitude^  in  order  C;o 
prepare  my  soul   to   appear  before  God.      Fsm.x 
from  diverting  me  from  so  good  a  purpose^  assist 
me  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  I  have  lived  lor»g 
enough  for  others;    it  is  now  time  to  live  on  I  J 
for  God  and  to  devote  myself  totally  to  Him.*' 

He  spoke  these  last  words  with  such  feeling,  »^ 
made  a  deep  impression  on  the  Cardinal.  H^^ 
Eminence  admired  the  opposite  effects  of  tb^ 
spirit  of  God  and  of  that  of  the  world,  on  tb^^ 
human  heart;  he  observed  that  the  former  co^*" 
ceals  our  situation  from  our  own  eyes,  and  deprive* 
us  of  the  knowledge  of  those  perfections  whi^* 
are  given  to  us,  in  order  to  fix  our  attention  ^*^ ' 
our  defects,  which  are  often  exaggerated  beya^^ 
the  reality;  while  the  spirit  of  the  world,  alwB*^* 
blind,  always  deceitful,  persuades  us  that  we  hat"^^ 
qualities,  which  we  do  not  possess^  conceals  fro^^  , 
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our  real  defects,  and  engages  us  in  undertakings* 
ich  are  aboye  our  strength^  and  in  which^  if 
knew  ourselves  better^  we  should  never  have 
barked.  :  ''  Thus  it  is/'  exclaimed  he  ''that 
prelate  so  holy^  so  enlightened^  so  zealous* 
Iges  himself  unworthy  of  the  episcopal  station^ 
lie  persons  of  a  bold  and  darihg  character* 
^oid  of  these  qualities  and  exhibiting  in  their 
iduct  whatever  is  the  reverse  of  this  description* 
^e  nothing  unattempted  to  attain  that  dignity." 
ter  these  reflections  the  Cardinal  renewed  his 
citations;  but  he  had  to  treat  with  a  prelate 
a  firm  character^  who  knew  the  i^al  value  of 
les*  of  rank  and  of  foftune,  and  who  was  not 
3e  driven  from  his  purpose. 

^  Some  time  after  he  preached  before  their 
tjesties  in  the  church  of  the  oratorians^  and  on 
ristmas  Eve  at  the  Capuchins  before  the 
een^  always  with  the  same  success.  At  length 
the  beginning  of  the  year  one  thousand  six 
idred  and  twenty^  the  Cardinal  of  Savoy  and 
Princess  of  Piedmont  departed  for  Turin* 
h  the  holy  pielate^  who  accompanied  them 
y  to  Aunecy.  On  his  arrival^  he  performed 
ee  actions^  which  cannot  be  sufficiently  com- 
—  ■  ■■',  J     II.    - 

*  Aug.  of  Sales.     Book  VI. 
VOL.  n.  R 
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mended.     During  his  absence^  the  officers  of  the 

Episcopal  court  had  gained  at  Chamberry  a  con-      -^ 

siderable  law-suit  against  several   gentlemen  of    *^ 

his  diocess,  with  great  costs^  which  his  steward  -  £ 

was  determined  rigorously  to  exact.     The  holy    ^ 

prelate  was  not  of  this  opinion.     ^^  I  consented/'   *  * 

said  he,  "  to  this  suit ^  only  because  I  thought  it:ft^^ 

just,  and  because  my  private  interests  were  no1#^^ 

concerned^  but  the  rights  of  my  churchy  whictj — 

it  is  not  lawful  for  me  to  abandon.     As  for  tb^  mz 

costs^  I  will  not  receive  them.     God  preserve  va^  ^d\ 

from  availing  myself  of  such  advantages  to  th».^D€ 

prejudice  of,  any  one^  much  less  to  the  detrimen^Knt 

of  any  of  my  flock^  wham  I  ought  ever  to 

with  paternal  affection/'     The  steward  was 

paring    to    reply^    and   to    say^    that   the    cos 

amounted  to  a  great  sum,  which  it  was  necessary — y 

to  receive,  in  order  to  replace  the  money  whic.    — ^ 

^  had  been  spent  on  the  suit.     ^^  And  do  you 

count  it  a  small  gain/'  replied  the  holy  prelat 

"  to  win  the  hearts  of  those  whom  this  procedur*""^^ 

has  rendered  my  enemies  ?  For  my  part,  I  ce; 

^ider   it  as  every  thing.*'     He  instantly  sent 

lUb^se  gentlemen,  and  to  their  surprise  remii 

them  the  costs,  which  they  had  never  thought 

asking:-    He  wbo*knows  the  value  of  hearts,  wiK^    ^ 

q^vt^r.  think  .that.  they. can  be  purchased  at  to-  *^ 

dear  a  price.    A  single  enemy  is  always  too  much.      > 
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friends  cannot  be  too  much  multiplied;  tibis  was 
one  of  the  favourite  maxims  of  Francis ;  accord* 
a  ngly  no  man  wa^  ever  more  sincerely  beloved. 
"Xhis  appeared  at  his  death;  his  whole  dioeeiw 
assumed  the:  dress  of  mourning,  and  remained 
i  neonsolable  for  his  loss,  though  he  seemed  to 
ar^vive  in  the  person  of  his  brotheV. 

This  action  was  followed  by  another  of  a,  wt 
less  generous  nature.     It  has  already  appeared 
.^om  the  fifth  book  of  this  history,  that  one  of  the 
iHghts  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  was  to  inherit 
^he  property  of  those  &milies,  of  which  the  fa- 
thers died  vrithout  isiue.      The  case  happened 
About  this  time.      A  rich  man,  whose  property 
flevolved  on  the  holy  prelate,  died  without  leaving 
Aby  other  than  collateral  heirs.     They  immedi- 
ately repaired  to  Annecy  to  transact  this  business 
^vrith  the  episcopal  steward,  who  carried  his  pre- 
liensions  to  great  lengths,  having  been  informed, 
"that  the  deceased  had  left  considerable  property. 
The  collateral  heirs  contended,  that  it  was  incon- 
^derable,  and  the  parties  were  not  likely  to  adjust 
'the  business.     The  holy  prelate  being  informed 
^  the  circumstance,  desired  that  the  affair  might 
he  referred  to  him.     The  heirs  made  their  appear- 
ance;   and  Francis  b^^ed  them  to  declare  in 
contcieace,  ^hat  might  be  the  amoant  of  the 

R  2 
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property  irt  ques^on.     They  bad  the  effrontery     ^^o 
protest^  that  it  might  amount  to  twenty  gold  ^  -=^p 
crowns.     ''  Well/'   replied  Francis,    *^  give  t^rTMe 
the  sum,  and  take  your  dischkrge/'     By  this  d 
ingenuous  artifice,   they  obtained  a  rich  inhej 
"ttoce  at  a  trifling  expence.     The  surprise  of  t 
steward    can    scarcely    be   described,  when 
learned  from  them  the  history  of  the  transaction 
He  did  not  fail  to  make  a  remonstrance  to  tWr^e 
holy  prelate  with  a  degree  of  zeal,  which  border ^s^d 
on  rudeness.     '^  What    can   you    desire?"    ssl^^I 
Fraticis;  "if  I  had  not  possessed  wherewith    *o 
satisfy  the  earnest  calls  of  charity,  the  aflair  woua  1  ^ 
istill  have  been  worse;  for  even  in  that  extremi*3^^ 
i  should  have-  made  no  demand."     Thi«  right     o^ 
his  church  was  extremely  painful  to  his  feelin^5'^* 
and    he    never    exacted    his    dues  with  rigo 
-However  he  thought  himself  under  an  inabili 
-  perhaps  under  an  obligation  of  not  relinquishi 


r. 


». 


.8 
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■  During  his  last  journjey  t6  Paris  with  t 
'Cardinal  of  Savoy,  he  had  saVed  a  year  a*^^ 
'half's  revenue.  When  the  aggregate  saving  v 
produced,  he  replied,  "  I  hav6  not  earned  i 
and  he  could  not  be  induced  to  accept  the  su 
However  as  his  cathedral  was  ill  provided  wi  * " 
plate,  he  ordered  six  superb  candlesticks  and        * 
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siWer  lamp  to  be  purchased  with  the  money^  and 
thus    made  a  handsome  present  to  his  church. 
These  three  examples  fully  demonstrate^  that  with 
the   magnanimity  of  Prancis^  it  i^  possible  to  ex- 
ercise liberality  without  being  rich.     Never  wa3 
man  fonder  of  giving^    and    more  averse  from 
K'eceiving  than  he;  and  that  was  one  of  his  favou- 
■^ite  maxims :  "  If  you  have  much^  give  much ;  if 
yotx  have  little,    give  little;   when  a  person  is 
■deduced  to  the  necessity  of  asking,  he  must  be 
^^p posed  to  be  in  want;  it  i$  an  insult  tp  refuse 
"inn,  or  to  raise  the  value  of  what  is  bestowed/- 
^hat  conduct  he  avoided  with  extreme  caution; 
^'^cl  frequently  his  benefactions  were  almost  un- 
P^irceived. 

^  The  death  of  Paul  V.  which  happened  about 
'^liis  time,  (1619)  gave  occasion  to  the  election  of 
Ca^rdinal  Ludovisio,  who  took  the  name  of 
Grregory  XV.  In  the  beginning  of  his  Ponti- 
ficate he  dispatched  a  brief  to  the  holy  prelate. 
Containing  a  commission  to  preside  iq  his  name  at 
the  general  chapter  of  the  Feuillans,  which  was 
to  be  held  at  Pignerol.  He  instantly  departed, 
impressed  with  such  a  respect  for  the  holy  See, 


•»'• 
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as  not  io  allow  himself  the  smallest  delay,  when 
he  had  to  execute  injunctions  from  that  quarter. 
iTie  pious  order  of  the  Feuillans^  hitherto  so  well 
united^  was  now  disturbed  with  a  division,  whicli 
had  imperceptibly  taken  place;  and  though  the 
rigorous  discipline,  which  had  there  been  prac- 
tised, had  yet  suffered  no  material  injury,  a  g-^- 
neral  apprehension  still  prevailed  on  the  subjec^^* 
The  minds  of  the  fathers,  thrown  into  a  state  ^^^ 
ligitation,  could  not  be  brought  to  an  agreemeiT^* 
on  the  election  of  a  head.     Every  party  express^^ 
an  apprehension  of  a  schism,    and  yet  they  a.^* 
seemed  ready  to  plunge  into  the  abyss.     France ^ 
on  this  occasion  gave  a  striking  proof  of  the  mo^^ 
consummate  prudence,  and  of  that  exquisite  aA  ^ 
dress  in  governing  men,  which  he  possessed  i^J 
the  highest  dt^ree;  every  obstacle  was  remoY^^ 
by  his  powers  of  reason,  every  heart  was  wo^o 
by  his  incomparable  meekness ;  and  by  the  una^* 
nimous  election  of  a  general,  he  restored  peac^< 
to  that   holy    order,    and    with    p^ace,    he  r^ 
established  order.     In  the  choice  of  father  Job^ 
of  St.  Francis,  every  voice  was  united.     He  wa»  * 
man  of  eminent  piety,  and  of  consummate  knc^^' 
ledge;    independently  of  bis  acquaintance  wi**' 
living  languages  he  was  a  perfect  master  of  t'* 
Greek  and  Latin,    of  the  ancient  oriental  1^^ 
guages,  the  Hebrew^  the  Arabic,  the  Chaldaic 
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fte  Syriac.  His  great  knowledge^  wbiqh  enabled 
Um  to  farour  the  world  with  many  learned  work,Sj 
did  not  prevent  him  from  writing  the  Hfeof  the 
holy  prelate^  one  of  his  first  performances  in  the 
French  language. 

The  holy  prelate  having  adjusted  the  business, 
which  brought  him  to  Pignerol,  took  his  depar- 
ture  for  Turin  to  pay  his  respects  to  their  Royal 
Highnesses.     He  was  there  received  with  all  the 
distinction  due  to  his  merit  and  his  virtue.     He 
thought  only  of  performing  a  journey  from  mor 
tives  of  civility^  but  God  conducted  him  thither 
to  justify  the  character  of  a  person  of  quality, 
'who  had  been  a  little  before  disgraced,  and  sent 
into  banishment  by  the  Duke  of  Savoy.     A  npble- 
man  belonging  to  the  court,  whose  influence  was 
universally  dreaded,    had  surprised  the  vigilant 
mind  of  the  Duke;  and  the  calumny  had  been 
conducted  with  so  much  artifice,  that  the  exile 
was  precluded    from  every    possible  method  of 
making  his  justification.     No  one  ventured  to 
<^pouse  his  cause,  and  the  most  virtuous  persons 
were  afraid  of  inflaming  the  resentment  of  the 
calumniator.      Francis  believed  it  unworthy  of 
his  character,  to  observe  the  same  delicate  pre- 
caution.    He  obtained  information   of  the   pti>- 
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ceeding,  repaired  to  the  DtrtEe,  and  spoke  with « 

much  force  in  favour  of  the  accused^  that  Ire  d* 

monstrated  the  innocence  of  his  conduct^   aiB 

procured  his  restoration  to  favour.     This  actio 

was  extremely  applauded ;  and  indeed  it  discovei 

a  great  soul^  and  that  share  of  magnanimity^  whic 

belongs  to  the  character  of  a  Bishop.  His  friend 

however  were  seized  with  alarm^  and  failed  nc 

to  tell  him,  that  they  were  well  acquainted  wit 

the  ungovernable  and   vindictive  temper  of  th 

nobleman,  at  whose  expence  he  bad  justified  th 

innocent  exile;  that  he  had  every  thing  to  fea 

from  his  resentment,  and  that  it  would  be  prudei 

to  seeure  his  personal  safety  by  extreme  vigilance 

^'  Every   one   repeats  to  me  the  same  advice, 

said  the  holy  prelate,  ^'  but  my  life  is  in  the  banc 

of  God ;  at  ull  events  I  have  but  done  my  dutj 

for  if  Bishops  do  not  espouse  the  cause  of  inn< 

ccnce  iipder  oppression,  who  will  undertake  th; 

delicate  task."  The  fears  of  the  friends  of  Frailc 

were  not  withotit  foundation;    the  calumniate 

considered  himself  ruined  at  courts   and  placi 

above  any  farther  restraint.     For  some  days  1 

sought  for   Francis  with  unavailing  solicitud 

At  length,  hearing  that  he  was  celebrating  ma 

at  a  chiircb  in  the  city,  he  repaired  thither  with 

determination  to  dispatch  him  as  he  should  g 


I 
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out.     At  that  critical  moment^  God  changed  the 

heart  of  the  assassin^  M^ho  was  so  moved  with  the 

mBjesty  and  devotion^    with  which  the  prelate 

performed  this  holy  action^   that  he  abandoned 

Ws     nefarious  design.     He    even   employed    the 

cre<3it  of  his  friends  to  solicit  the  friendship  of 

F'ra.iicis^  and  desired  assurances  to  be  made  to 

bim^  that  during  the  remainder  of  his  life^  he 

slioi4ld    ever  shew  him   that   veneration,    which 

due  to  his  extraordinary  merit  and  virtue. 


The  holy  prelate  before  his  departure  went  to 
talce  leave  of  the  Princess  of  Piedmont.     As  she 
did  not  observe  the  diamond  which  she  had  given 
him,    she    enquired    what    was   become   of   it. 
'*  IMadam,"  replied  Francis,    ^'  you   may  easily 
guess."     "  Possibly,"  said  the  Princess,  "  it  was 
not  fine  enough;  I  will  give  you  one  of  a  greater 
value;  but  do  not  dispose  of  it,  as  you  did  of  the 
other."     ^'  Madam,"   said  Francis  with  a  smile, 
''   I  cannot  be  answerable  for  myself;  I  am  very 
ill  qualified  to  keep  any  precious  articles/'     She 
made  her  intended  present,  and  Francis  departed 
some  days  after.     As  he  was  on  the  road,  his 
attendants  imagined  that  they  had  lost  the  di- 
amond, and  spoke  to  him  of  it  in  great  alarm. 
*'  I«  that  all,"  said  the  holy  prelate,  ''  you  are 


9K  THE   LZR  OF  m   VBASCQ 

tvnobicd  QB  a  ^iifhc  sutmaat;  if  a  poor  pet  wp 
sluiuld  find  i^  iiie  lott  would  not  be  great.''     Ins 
short  tinie  the  diamond  was  fiamd;  and  his  attcs- 
^aatg  diflcoTetsd  joNF  pco{iortuHif-d  to  char  Rgni 
tar  the  joppniyd  Io».     ^"^  Sbeep  it  better/'  said 
die  Bittbop ;  *'  oar  poor  ms^  aiand  in  need  of  hJ* 
This  proved  to  be  the  purpose  to  which  he  ap- 
plied its  Yalue ;  being  in  want  of  moner  to  answer 
Ae  demands  of  charity^  he  immediatehr  put  it  in 
pawn.     The  story  was  reported  to  the  Princess  by 
a  gentleman  of  AmieGr;  for  oo  die  mention  of 
the  diamond  m  qoestion,    this  gentleman   said; 
*^  I  have  seen  it;  it  does  not  belong  to  the  Bishop 
of  Genefa,   but  to  all  the  poor  of  Annecj." 
The  bolj  prelate  on  his  retnm  thought  onljr  of 
preparing  himself  for  death;   he  had  on  some 
occasions  felt  a  preconception  of  that  erent^  and 
be  perceived  bis  strength  to  be  dailj  decreasing. 
His  age  was  not  great;  but  hi»  incessant  labours 
and   continued    mortifications    had  impaired    an 
excellent  constitution.     However  before  we  relate 
tbift  deaths  so  precious  in  the  sight  of  God^  so 
vtrorthy  of  his  holy  life^  we  have  thought  it  an 
indifipensable  duty  to    record  the  establishment 
of  the  holy  order  of  the  Visitation.     This  may 
be  pronounced  to  be  bis  master-piece;   it  is  a 
iitanding  proof  of  his  wisdom^  of  his  enlightened 


OF   SALES.      BOOK   TI.  S67 

niind^  of  his  incomparable  meekness^  of  his  emi* 
nent  piety;  and  if  the  history  of  this  institute 
has  been  delayed  till  this  place^  it  was  done 
with  a  view^  to  exhibit  a  connected  and  unin- 
terrupted narrative  of  this  memorable  trans- 
action. 


END    OF  THE   SIXTH    BOOR. 
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nr^HERE  would  be  a  codsiderable  deficiency 

in  the  history  of  the  Visitation^  and  in  that 

of  St.  Francis  of  Sald^  were  we  not  to  record 

tte  actions  of  Madam  de  Chantal^  his  spiritual 

daughter^  who  co-operated  with  such  advantage 

*^  her  character  in  the  foundation  of  this  pious 

^^der.     To  separate  the  mention  of  persons  after 

^eath,  who  during  their  lives  were  connected  by 

*^   Holy  a  union^  would  be  in  some  measure^  to 

^*^Iate  the  order  of  Divine  Providence.     Besides^ 

^^ir  actions^  their   views,  their  designs,  are  so 

*^Oded  together,   that  they  cannot  possibly   be 

^^United.     None  of  the  historians  of  the  holy 

'^**^late  have  yet  made  the  attempt ;  it  has  been 

^^rned  a  duty  to  imitate  them,  and  to  begin  the 

Vol.  II.  ^ 


274  THE    LIFE    OF   ST.    FRANCIS 

history  of  the  Order  for  the  Visitation  by  that 
the  foundress. 


*  The  maiden  name  of  Madam   de  Chant 

\^as  Jaife.Frani^fe!(  Freftiiot.    She  was  the  daiighl 

of  Behignus  Ffemiot,  President  of  the  Parliame 

of  Burgundy,  dnd  df  Matgistret  de  Berbisy ,  bd 

descended  from  the  most  ancient  families  of  t 

province.     Three  children  were  the  fruit  of  tl 

marriage;  Margaret  Fremiot,  afterwards  marri 

to  the  Baron  of  EflFran,  of  the  house  of  Neuches 

Andrew  Fremiot,    x4trchbishop  of  Bourges,  a 

Jane  Frances,  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  w 

"(Vas  afterwards  married  tb  the  Baron  de  Chant 

She  was  born  at  Dijon  (he  tWehty-thiW  of  J 

hiiary,  ih  the  yeaif  dtie  thousand  five  hundted  a 

ieventy-twt),  dii*  the  festival  of  St.  Johh^he  j 

iiioner ;  a  circntnstance,  which  was  regardied  a 

presage  of  the  teiider  love  which  during  life  $ 

shewed  for  the  poor,  and  of  which  she  ever  g£ 

stibh  edifyitig  J>rbofs.     As    she    early    lost    1 

mbtheir,   her  fkther  who  vi^as  much  engaged 

the  duties  of  his  situation,  gave  her  in  mania 

on 'the  fitdt  Q^casioh  to  the  Baron  de  Chani 

This  noblemah  was- the  eldest  son  bf  the  house 

Rabutin;    he    was    possessed   of  merit    aiid 
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yalour;  and  these  qualities  secured  to  bim  t]ie 
esteem,  the  friendship  and  the  protection  of  Henry 
the  Great.     She  lived  in  the  marriage  state  with 
t(ie  9ame  cgcemplar;  conduct^  w^ich  she  had  exhi- 
bited ip  tjbe  state  of  virginity ;  she  vi^as  the  model 
,of  married  persons  by  her  discreetju^nd  virtuous  be- 
baviour^  and  by  her  tender  regard  for  her  husband^ 
as  she  had  ever  proved  the  pattern  of  the  young  la- 
dies of  her  age  by  her  modesty^  her  piety  and  her 
meekness.*^     Her  first  care  was  to  introduce  order 
into   her  household^  by  regulating  the  time  of 
*  prayer^  and  by  obliging  her  servants  to  assist  daily 
at  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass.     She  wished  them  to 
be  sensible^  that  God  was  their  first  master,  and 
the  most  worthy  of  their  services^  and  that  they 
ought  to  be  subordinate  to  any  one  under  Him^ 
only  because  the  order  of  his  Providence  demanded 
it>   and  because  He  had  Himself  established  this 
subordination  so  necessary  among  mankind.     She 
carefully  procured  them  suitable  instruction,  dis- 
creetly assigned  them    proper  occupation,    and 
l^uidly  alleviated   their   indispositions  and   their 
^*at8.     She  on  those  occasions  dropped  the  au- 
thority of  the  mistress,  to  assume  the  tenderness 
^  the  mother,  fully  persuaded  that  she  was  serving 
Chri&t    in    their   persons,    since    He   has    said: 


'     ■  I  I  —  ■     II        n«^,jp^y  .1    ■  n     »U«'|l  ■    ■  1 

Abridgement  of  the  life  of  Madam  de  CbMiUti. 

s  2 
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of  tUe  Ocdet  of  "^  ^^ 

istor)  oV  "  ^   -^        ^ 

j.e  foundress.  .^y.^        ^ 

.  Jane  ^'^^'^^'^ .  '   p,  '  %  \   \    t  - 

descend^   Tbree  ^\  {  \  \ 

»«n»g  ^^r^  ,o  4.>o«  »  1" 
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' .  Snoffent  diversions^    play^   good 

S  not  prescribed  by  duty  or  by 

X  suspend^.    On  bis  return  her 

^^  n  engaged  her  to  change  hitr 

'-^  en  rdaxed  her  practices  of 

•,    '  felt  some  remorse  for 

-    ' ' ^     -^         ^  T^ht  her  duty  to  God 

.     -',     ^<      '  compatible:  from 

'       -  *  her  exercises  of 

.cdi^  who  was  a  noble- 
-•  virtue^  never  complained  of 
His  esteem   for  her  was  propor- 
'    ^o  his  regard,  and  he  acknowledged  him- 
^"»  **ia.t  time  sensed  only  to  increase  the  ardour 
or  bis      a.ffection.     One  sou  and  three  daughters 
wbom      g|jg  hox^  hini  strengthened  their  union. 
Every  t;Viing  conspired  to  promote  their  happiness ; 
but  tH]9  ^orld  presents  no  real  and  permanent 
^J^^y^Vient;  all  objects  are  of  a  mixed  nature,  and 
the  UTi^^r^nfy  of  those^   on  w^hich  we  fix  our 
avectioi^^  is  sufficient  to   correct  the  errors  of 
^'^  Judgment.     Madam  de  Cbantal  was  called  to 
a  degt»ee  of  sanctity  too  eminent  not  to  be  sub- 
jected to  trials;  and  God  jealous  of  her  hearty 
'woulfl  suffer  no  rival. 

■ 

^  relation  of  the  Baron  de  Chantal,  who  was 
018  neighbour  and  intimate  friend,  paid  him  a 
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history  of  the  Order  lot  the  .Visitation  by  that    ^ 
the  foundress. 

*  The  maiden  name  of  Madam   de  Chan' —  ta\ 
was  Jarfe  Frances  FreiAiot.    She  was  the  daiigh^   ^ter 
of  Benignus  Ff  emiot.  President  of  the  Parliam^i^nt 
of  Burgundy,  and  df  TVfat^garet  de  Berbisy,  bri»"oth 
descended  from  the  most  ancient  families  of  ^■rthe 
province.     Three  children  were  the  fruit  of  t  -^bis 
marriage;  Margaret  Fremiot,  afterwards  marr"      ied 
to  the  Baron  of  EflFran,  of  the  house  of  Neuche:  -^e; 
Andrew  Fremiot,    x4trchbishop  of  Bourges,  a^^nd 
Jane  Frances^  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  ^w-*^'ho 
^as  afterwards  married  to  the  Baron  de  Chan^C^ai. 
She  was  born  at  Dijon  (he  ti^enty-thilrd  of  fcZJa- 
niiary,  ih  the  year  one  thousand  five  hondi-ed  ^t^nd 
ieventy-twt),  6vi  the  festival  of  St.  Johh/he  .^^- 
irioner ;  a  circutnstance,  which  was  regarded  a^  ^  a 
presage  of  the  tender  love  which  during  life  ^^he 
she\ved  for  the  poor,  and  of  which  she  ever  g^^"^^ 

suth  edifying  proofs.     As    she    early    lost   ^^cr 

• 

mbther,  her  father  who  vvas  much  engaged  ^ 
the  duties  of  his  situation,  gave  her  in  marri^»-S^ 
on. the  fi'rst  Q^casioii  to  the  Baron  de  Chan«::=^al. 
This  nobleman  vvas  the  eldest  son  of  the  hous^  ^^ 
Rabutin;    he    was    possessed   of   merit    aiid       ^^ 
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Talour ;  and  these  qualities  secured  to  him  the 
esteem,  the  friendship  and  the  protection  of  Henry 
Ihe  Great.     She  lived  in  the  marriage  state  with 
t(ie  sande  exemplary  conduct^  wjiich  she  had  exhi- 
l>ited  ifi  ibe  state  of  virginity;  she  v?as  the  model 
<>f  married  persons  by  her  discre^^nd  virtuous  be- 
jhaviour,  and  by  her  tender  r^ard  for  her  husband^ 
«8  she  had  ever  proved  the  pattern  of  the  young  la- 
diies  of  her  age  by  her  modesty^  her  piety  wd  her 
meekness.*     Her  first  care  was  to  introduce  order 
into  her  household^  by  regulating  the  time  of 
prayer^  and  by  obliging  her  servants  to  assist  daily 
at  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass.     She  wished  them  to 
l)e  sensible^  that  God  was  their  first  master,  and 
^e  most  worthy  of  their  services,  and  that  they 
-^ought  to  be  subordinate  to  any  one  under  Him, 
only  because  tbe  order  of  his  Providence  demanded 
it,  and  because  He  had  Himself  established  this 
subordination  so  necessary  among  mankind.     She 
carefully  procured  them  suitable  instruction,  dis- 
creetly assigned   them    proper   occupation,    and 
kindly  alleviated   their    indispositions  and   their 
wants.     She  on  those  occasions  dropped  the  au- 
thority of  the  mistress,  to  assume  the  tenderness 
of  the  mother,  fully  persuaded  that  she  was  serving 
Christ    in    their   persons,    since    He    has    said: 

*  Abrido^enient  of  the  life  of  Madam  de  Chantal. 

s  2 
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/■ 

liistor}  of  the  Order  of  the  V^ 
the  foundress. 


*  The  maiden  name  . 
was  Jane  Franccfc  Frtir  ^ 

of  Benignus  Ffemiot  ^ 

of  Burgundy,  «irid'     '  ^^ 

descended  from  •>  ^      f, 

'  ^^     rn    <  uoserved  tb^^ 

provmce.     1 7  A^ 

•  ,^.  T  ^ard   for    her    husban^^ 

marriage;  ^  j, 

\    fhi»  Rf  *  ^^  ^^^^  observed  of  her,  tba^ 

A  Ax^'         "  "^^  appearance  of  youth  but  in  her 
I    P       .iiivV     Her  ordinary  occupations  consisted 
^        ^  «i«r  Ji^^od  books,  in  working  for  the  altar, 
V     '   ,  -'v  poor.     Always  attentive  to  anticipate 
%»;ftiit'^.  or  to  relieve  them,  she  was  accustomed 
^^»    that  she  preferred  her  pd:itions  to  God, 
j>  ,iddi1ional   confidence,   when  for  the   love 
^i  Ihni,  she  had  been  engaged  in  relieving  those, 
^%honi  lie  had  been  pleased  to  call  his  members. 
>h(*  M*t  a  peculiar  value  on  public  prayer,    and 
luul   an  extraordinary  faith    in  its    eflScacy;    for 
this  n*ason,  she  was  assiduous  in  her  attendance 
ill  the  service  of  the  parish,  and  never  failed  to 
ronduct  thither  her   husband  and  her  servants. 
During  tlie  occasional  absence  of  her  husband, 
wlio  was  obliginl  to  devote   a  part  of  the  year 
in  military  pursuits  or  to  the  court,   she  never 
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*   innMent  diversions^    play^   good* 
'^s  not  prescribed  by  duty  or  by 
^  suspended.    On  big  return  her 
m  engaged  her  to  change  hv 
von  relaxed  her  practices  of 
e   felt  some  remorse  for 
ught  her  duty  to  God 
j-^ilectly  compatible:  from 
uever  intermitted  her  exercises  of 
The  Baron  de  Chantal^  who  was  a  noble- 
*^^Hn  of  honour  and  virtue,  never  complained  of 
»^^  conduct.     His  esteem  for  her  was  propor- 
tioned to  his  regard,  and  he  acknowledged  him- 
self, that  time  sensed  onlv  to  increase  the  ardour 
of  his  affection.     One  son  and  three  daughters 
whom  she  bore  him  strengthened  their  union. 
Every  thing  conspired  to  promote  their  happiness ; 
but  this  world  presents  no  real  and  permanent 
enjoyment;  all  objects  are  of  a  mixed  nature,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  those,   on  virhich  we  iBx  our 
aJHFections,  is  sufficient  to   correct  the  errors  of 
our  judgment.     Madam  de  Cbantal  was  called  to 
a  degree  ,of  sanctity  too  eminent  not  to  be  sub- 
jected  to  trials;  and  God  jealous  of  her  heart, 
"Virould  suffer  no  rival. 

A  relation  of  the  Baron  de  Chantal,  who  was 
bis  neighbour  and  intimate  friend,  paid  him  a 
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history  of  the  Order  foC  the  -Visitation  by  that 
the  foundress. 

*  The  maiden  name  of  Madam  de  Chai 
was  jaife.  Fran^eit  Fre'n&iot/  She  was  the  daugl 
of  Behignus  Ftemiot,  President  of  the  ParHair 
of  Burgundy,  end  6f  Mafgaret  de  Berbisy,  b 
descended  from  the  most  ancient  families  of 
province.  Three  children  were  the  fruit  of 
marriage;  Margaret  Fremiot,  afterwards  mar 
to  the  Baron  of  Effran,  of  the  house  of  Neuchi 
Andrew  Fremiot,  jirchbishop  of  Bourges, 
Jane  Frances,  the  subject  of  this  narrative,  ' 
vVa^  afterwards  married  to  the  Baron  de  Chai 
She  was  borh  at  Dijon  the  ti^enty-thitd  of 
hiiary,  ih  the  yeaf  dhe  thoiidand  five  hundred 
Aeventy-twb,  dii  the  festival  of  St.  John /he 
iiioneir;  a  circutn^tance,  which  was  regarded 
presage  of  the  tender  love  which  during  life 
shev^ed  for  the  poor,  and  of  which  she  ever  j 
stiich  edifj^ihg  proofs.  As  she  early  lost 
mbthelr,  ber  fkther  who  was  much  engager 
the  duties  of  his  situation,  gave  her  in  marr 
on  <  the  fitdt  o^casioii  to  the  Baron  de  Chai 
This  noblemah  was' the  eldest  son  of  the  hou! 
Rabutin;    he    was    possessed  of  merit    arid 
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Talour ;  and  these  qualities  secured  to  him  the 
esteem,  the  friendship  and  the  protection  of  Henry 
the  Great.     She  lived  in  the  marriage  state  with 
t|ie  sande  exemplary  conduct^  wfiich  she  had  exhi- 
bited ifi  ihe  state  of  virginity ;  she  v?as  the  model 
,of  married  persons  by  her  discreet^nd  virtuous  be- 
baviour,  and  by  her  tender  r^ard  for  her  busband> 
fts  slie  had  ever  proved  the  pattern  of  the  young  la- 
dies of  her  age  by  her  modesty^  her  piety  and  her 
meekness.*     Her  first  care  was  to  introduce  order 
into    her  household^  by  regulating  the  time  of 
pr&yer^  and  by  obliging  her  servants  to  assist  daily 
&t  the  sacrifice  of  the  mass.     She  wished  them  to 
be  sensible^  that  God  was  their  first  master,  and 
^^    most  worthy  of  their  services,  and  that  they 
^^^^^ht  to  be  subordinate  to  any  one  under  Him, 
only  because  the  order  of  his  Providence  demanded 
^^»    and  because  He  had  Himself  established  this 
8^\>ordination  so  necessary  among  mankind.     She 
^^refully  procured  them  suitable  instruction,  dis- 
^it^etly  assigned   them    proper   occupation,    and 
kindly  alleviated   their    indispositions  and   their 
>^aats.     She  on  those  occasions  dropped  the  au- 
thority of  the  mistress,  to  assume  the  tenderness 
(of  the  mother,  fully  persuaded  that  she  was  serving 
Christ    in    their   persons,    since    He   has    said: 


^^^rf^O^^^*  '        I  r^p^yr^ 
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What  you  have  done  for  one^of  these  little 
you  have  done  for  trie.  ^^ 


-  ^  Fully  intent  on  establishing.prder  iD4liia 
of  her  husband^  which  stood   in  much  need  -       ^^ 
arrangement^  she  b^an  by  regulating  her'^sKi^sjA 
cpnduct.     Her  d.evotions,    her  occupations^   iMT-^ier 
amusements^   even  her  dress,  were  all  subjed 
to  rule ;  in  all  these  articles    she  observed 
modesty,    which    her    regard    for    her    husbai 
would  admit;  and  it  was  observed  of  her,  tl 
she  exhibited  no  appearance  of  youth  but  in 
countenance.     Her  ordinary  occupations  consist 
in  reading  good  books^  in  working  for  the 
or  for  the  poor.     Alw^ays  attentive  to  anticips 
their  wants,  or  to  relieve  them,  she  was  accustomi 
tp  say,  that  she  preferred  her  p<ffilions  to  Gor  ^^' 
with  additional   confidence,   when  for  the  lo^^  ^^ 
of  Him,  she  had  been  engaged  in  relieving  tho^^*^' 
whom  He  had  been  pleased  to  call  his  membe^^  '^^' 
She  set  a  peculiar  value  on  public  prater,   at^^^ 
had  an  extraordinary  faith   in  its   eflScacy;   im^  ^^^ 
this  reason,  she  was  assiduous  in  her  attei^an^^^^ 
at  the  service  of  the  parish,  and  never  failed  r      ^ 
conduct  thither  her   husband  and  her  servant^^  **' 
During  the  occasional  absence  of  her  husbaoP^  ^"^ 
who  was  obliged. to  devjote   a  part  of  the  ye^  ^^ 
to  military  pursuits  or  to  the  court,  she  nev<^  ^'^ 


OP  salVs.    book-  VII.  .  277 

m 

vent  abroad ;.  innffent  diversions^  play,  good- 
cbeer,  eTe^^^viaits  not  prescribed  by  duty  or  by 
decoMpihf  were'aTTsuspendbd.  On  big  return  l^er 
MMKNHlKcIn  t^Mki  engaged  ber  to  change  lf$f 
mode  of^llllug ;  she  eyen  relaxed  ber  practices  of 
^llpl^od.'  At  lengtb  she  >  ft\t  scfine  remorse  for 
bei*  complaisance,  and  thought  her  duty  to  God 
and  to  her  'husband  perfectly  compatible:  from 
that  time  she'  never  intermitted  her  exercises  of  ~ 
piety.  The  Baron  de  Chantal,  who  was  a  noble- 
man  of  honour  and  virtue,  never  complaiaed  of 
her  conduct.  His  esteem  for  her  was  propor- 
tioned to  his  regard,  and  he  acknowledged  him- 
self, that  time  served  only  to  increase  the  ardour 
of  bis  affection.  One  son  and  three  daughters 
whom  she  bore  him  strengthened  their  union. 
Every  thing  conspired  to  promote  their  happiness ; 
but  this  world  presents  no  real  and  permanent 
enjoyment;  all  objects  are  of  a  mixed  nature,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  those,  on  vvhich  we  iSx  our 
affectiom,  is  sufficient  to  correct  the  errors  of 
our  judgment.  Madam  de  Cbantal  was  called  to 
a  degree, of  sanctity  too  eminent  not  to  be  sub- 
jected to  trials;  and  God  jealous  of  her  heart, 
would  suffer  no  rival. 

• 

A  relation  of  the  Baron  de  Cbantal,  who  was 
his  neighbour  and  intimate  friend,  paid  him  a 
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Ti^it^  and  engaged  him  f o  pirtake  of  tfae  amui 
thetttofthe  chace.  The  Baron  was  as  indiffbren^  «-iA 
to  ttikt  species  of  recreation^  as  his  r^frtiiie  waarj^o^ 
^^idlid^tely  addicted  to  it ;  iMiras  hdMMjJr  inM^WWfi 
iilg  to  gratify  a  friend.  On  that  day^  tAhappene^^^iC 
fo  be  dressed '  in  clothes^  \fhich  resenibleAuilMiltMi 
colour  of  the  deer;  his  relation  seeing  hifnv\S-jij 
through  the  bushes^  mistook  him  for  his  prey^ss^e^ 
and  shot  him  in  the  thigh.  The  Baron  instantly  cft^  if 
fell^  exclaiming  that  he  was  a  dead  tiaan;  hrsrf  bi 
friend  hastened  to  his  assistance^  and  the  Baroc^^"*on 
bbsierving  him  to  be  in  an  agony  of  pain^  sair^^aid 
with  feeling:  ''  My  cousin,  my  dear  friend,  tb  sdDiis 
stroke  was  unintentional  oh  your  part,  it  was  ^3S  a 
mistake,  I  pardon  you  from  (he  bottom  of  nr:MrMny 
heart."  He  afterwards  sent  four  of  his  attendant  ^^«it8 
'to  four  different  parishes,  that  he  might  wit*'***^ 
rtiWe  certainty  depend  on   the   advantage  of  * 

confessor.  He  dispatched ,  at  the  same  time  i^*  ^^ 
eispress  to  his  wife,  with  positive  orders,  to  cor^  ^:3)n 
teal  the  circumstance,  that  the  wound  wfcs  morta^^J'*' 
He  Was  conveyed  in  the  mean  time  to  a  bouse  i2:  *  " 
the  nearest  village,  to^^hich  Madam  de  Chant»^*'^** 
iifkstantly  repaired.  As  soon  as  he  saw  her,  fc^  "^ 
said:  "  Madam,* the  orders  of  heaven  are  jus*'^^^" 
they  are  to  be  respected  and  loved,  and  I  mu-  ^^st 
hifeet- death  ^ith  resignation."  The  extreme 
flictiontif  Madam  de  Chantal  prevented  her  froi 


giyiag  finy  answer;  )ier  tear^  and -dghs  sufficiently 
in^ioat^  her  feelings.  ;^  M'-  Ih&t  moment  $i  .priest 
app^e^  j  and  ,ibe  jSr^t  care  of  the  Baron  ^as  to 
ni^l^e J^  (spiifessipB ;,.  a.4^ty  w^^iph  Jhe. performed 
with  9U|ch. presence  of  mind<And  such  ChristiqEti 
i^PltilS^nt?if.  AS  evin^  that. his- mind  was  comr 
fle^ly^c^ngrossed  with  .the  qpnii^rA  o£«,his  salva- 
.tion.  iA/ter .  his  confession  wafe ;  concluded^  the 
first  person,  who  ent^^red  the  roQ<o/;Ws»  the  unfor- 
tunate relation^,  ^ho  j^ad  iiiflict^d: the  wound;  h(e 
went  to  throw  hii^seli^  {it.tbe  feet:.of  Madam  de 
Chantal^  and  to  ^.sk  l\^M  pajrdon.  Despair  was 
painted  on  his  coi^tenanqe^  An4  his  grief  was  so 
excessive^  that  it  could  be  equalled  only  by.tbe 
unappeasable  sorrow  of  the  Baroness.  As  soon  as 
the  Baron  de  Chantal  saw  hiiQ^  he  stretched  out 
bis  hand  to  him^  and  addressing  his  discourse  to 
his  wife  he  said:  "  Madam^  you  must  pardon  hin^> 
God  requires  it^  and  I  entreat  you  to  the  same 
effect.  As  to  me,  I  pardon  him  with  my  whole 
heart'"  As  soon  as  the  wound  was  dressed^,  he 
)¥as  conveyed  home^  where  Madam  de  Chantal^ 
amidst  the  afiUc^Qn  with  .which  she  was  over- 
wb^lmedj  perform(;d  the.  duties  .of  a  nurse^  a 
physician  and  a  director.  Bgt  Jtll  expence,  all 
her  care  and  prayers,  proved  unavailing.  Qod, 
who  knows  better  than  ourselves,  what  is  proper 
for  us,^  often  refu8.€^  a  less  favour  to  grant  some- 


3B0  TfirE  'lilFB  OF  St.  TRANCIS 

tbing  of  more  im^rtance.     Onf  the  fifth  daj,  th 
patient  was  seized  with  fever;  and  on  the  ninth 
after  having  received  the  sacraments  with  uiicoiti 
roon  pietj,  he  ^itreated'his  wife^  and  conimanddi 
his  son^  on  no  account  to  entertain  toj  thought 
of  revenging 'his 'death.     He  told,  them,  tbatlh 
pardoned.his  kinsman,  with  his  whole  besart,  ant 
ordered  this  pardon  to  be  committed  to  writing  i 
€bc  register  of  the  parish,  together  with  the  in 
junction,  which  he  gave  his  fatnily  to  entertai 
no  resentment  in  consequence  of  his  death.     ^ 
moment  after   he  expired^  and  left   Madam  dl 
Gbantal  in  such  distress,  as  is  more  easily  i^onc^ive 
than  described  J  i ' 

It  is  thus  that  God  by  singular  and  unforesee 
strokes,  khowa  bow  to  disengage  hearts,  whic= 
He-  is  resolved  to  possess  without  a  rival.  Hi 
consequent  designs  on-  Madam  de  Chant  al,  de 
manded  a  sacrifice  of  this  magnitude^  Happy  th< 
person,  who  without  knowing  the  designs  of  God 
withoiit  considering  the  extent  of  the  ^drifice  t 
be  made,  shews  a  ready  submission !  More  happ 
he,  who  can  view  with  fond  delight  the  will  o 
•his  heavenly  Father,  and  who  with  the- real  feel 
ings  of  a  son,  believes  he  can  never  purchase  n 
too  high  a  price/  that  holy  liberty,  which  enable 
us  to  live  solely  for  Him !  These  were  tho  senti 
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ifi^^ts  of  Madain  de  Chantal;  ber  com 
til  ma  occasitin  discbvered^  that  the  same  si 
liftioh  bruise  the  straw,  separate  the  good  ghiin  ; 
^Id  is  refined  in:  the  same  (ire,  in  wMcb 
drm^ffis  consumed ;  and  that  the  same  alflictionrs 
vi^bicb  harden  the  Wicked,  and  excite  in  th^^ 
ntavids  doubts  concerning  Providence,  purify  the 
faithful,  anc)  serve  but  to  increase  their  faith  aiM 
tih^rlove.  .She  indulged  in  sensibility  as  far  as 
thought  it  lawful,  by  shewing  a  regard  for  an 
ect,  whicli  she  believed  herself  bound  to  love  ; 
was  grieved'  to  see  those  bonds  so  soon  dis- 
solved,  which  God  Himself  had  formed.  But 
reflecting  at  the  same  time  on  that  independent 
Being,  who  has  done  nothing  but  for  Himself^ 
^n  that  supreme  power,  to  which  all  must  yield 
"^^itbout  a  murmur  of  complaint,  and  on  that  in- 
finite goodness,  which  permits  evil  only  for  a 
S'l'eater  good,  she  exclaimed  with  Job:  God  has 
&i ven,  and  God  has  taken  away ;  if  we  receive 
frotnHis  hands  th«  goods,  which  He  is  pleased  to 
•bestow,  why  shajl  we  not  receive  from  the  same 
"GOeficent  source,  the  afflictions,  which  He  thinks 
proper  to  send.  This  submission  to  the  orders  of 
^<><1  soon  discovered  to  her  more  clearly  His 
uesi^ns  upon  her;  she  perceived  that  she  ought 
^^t  to  have  shewn  such  a  powerful  attachment,  to 
^*t    wtiich  was.  so  easily  lost;    and   that  God 
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fllope  being  exempt  from  that  decay^  which,  b 
Kmp  to  created  objects^  and  beiug  the  only  gooi 
whi^  can  giye  ease  to  our  hearts>  and  yyhic 
can  never  be  wrested  from  us  against  our  iiH^ 
nations^  He  alone  should  command  pur  attacl 
nent.  She .  soon  felt  that  He^  without  anj.  exte 
sal  aidj  xan  impftrt  consolation  to  those,  irhoi 
H^  afflicts;  and  she  aft^rwan^  acJMiowIedgc 
herself  unable  to  cojgaprehendj  how  she  could  fe 
such  calm  amidst  such  excruciatiqg  siifferings. 

« 

In  this  muigled  state  of  ^afflictioB  and  ja 
she  considered  it  a  duty  to  follow  tiie  counsel 
St.  Paul ;  disengaged  from  marriage,  she  dete 
mined  no  more  to  place  herself  in  that  situatit^ 
God  was  more  considered  in  this  resolution,  the 
her  Teneratiott  for  her  departed  husband,  or  tl 
loTe  which  she  bore  to  her  children.  For  to  avo. 
all  temptation  oC  breaking  it,  she  hy  a  form 
TOW  gave  herself  irrevocably  to  God^  in  order  i 
live  solely  for  Him.  From  that  period,  nothin 
human  appei^red  in  her  conduct;  of  her  dispos 
tion  she  exhibited  a  striking  proof,  when  to  she 
the  sincerity  with  which  she  pardoned  the  deat 
of  her  husband,  she  kindly  stood  godmother  i 
one  of  the  children  of  the  person,.,  by  who|p  t 
had  been  unfortunately  killed.  Some  .time  afiLe 
ahe  distributed  all  her  clothes  to  the  p(¥^t^  an 
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bound  herself  by  vow^    to  Y/enr   woollen  only. 
She.  dismissed  a^  part  of  hei*  servants^  after  giving 
them  a  proper  re<!)onipeiice,  and  retained  in  her 
houLsehold  those  only^  who  were  absolutely  neces- 
»9.Ty  for  herself  and  her  four,  children.     She:  then 
bestowed  all  her  care  on  their  education^  dividing 
bei^'day  betwqNi  her  atteittioii  to  them,  to  labour 
anfd  tvprayer.    ^I||mk  eiq^rienced  a  vehement  desire 
oF    finding  i|^dii(|||tor  gccor^ng  to  the  heart  of 
Grod,  who|P||HCboDd|kct  her  in  His  holy  vvays  ; 
«ttici  knovn^  MRt  difficult*  it  is  to  meet  with  a 
person  of  Ai9  4tecription«  and  how  dimgerous  it 
must  prove  to  a  docile  soul  to  be  deceived  in 
sucha  search,  she  ardently  asked  the  fa^r^ur  of 
Ood,  ;she  fasted  and  gave  alms  with  this  view. 
A     lady  of  her  acquaintance,  knowing  her  diffi- 
culty on  this  subject,  advised  her  to  apply  to  her 
director,  of  whom  she  spoke  in  hfgh  strains  of 
cocnmendation.     The    holy    widow  adopted  the 
Advice,  though  with  a  secret  repugnance^  which 
she  was  never  able  to  overcome:  indeed  he  was 
not  the  '^person,  whom  God  had  destined  for  her, 
and  no  less  distinguished  a  character  than  the 
Bishop  of  Geneva  was  necessary  to  lead  her  to 
that  height  of  perfection,  which  she  afterwards 
attajped  under  his  direction.  She  however  shewed 
*o  the  priest  recommended  to  her  very  great  sub- 
™idsioD^  though  always  with  the  same  repug- 


284:  THE   LIFE   OF   ST.    FRANCIS 

nance;  but  her  profound  humility  induced  her-  €« 
thinks  that  no  plan  could  be^  ^lore  reprehensit>l^ 
than  that  of  Conducting  herself.  '  '  -* 


At  lengfh  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  llundi 
and  four,  the  parliament  of  Burgundy  baTmr^g 
engaged  the  holy  prehrte  to  pr«|efa  the  li^t     sit 
Dijon,    she  repaired  Ihitlier^^  hdar  him*.     TSAs 
soon  as  she  observed  him"  illiflbi.  Mlp^^^  shefeit 
an  interior  persuasion  tbat>lMi^^0iQ|i^^    persovi, 
^hom  God  had  destined  to  be  fetor  dirmor.     Ttt^ 
holy  prelate  on  his  side  noticed  ber;;^  and  recof^ 
lected  the  vision,  which  -he  is  recorded  to  har^ 
had  at  the  castle  of  Sales;- 'he  seemed  to  recognis^' 
her  as  the  person,  who  had  been  shewn  to  him  as 
the  instrument;  that  God  designed  to  employ  in 
founding  a  new  Order.    On  leaving  the  pulpit,  he 
was  curious  to  know  her  name,  and  meeting  with 
the  Archbishop  of  Bourgcs,  his  intimate^  friend,  - 
he  enquired  who  she  was.     He  was  informed  that 
she  was  the  Archbishop's   sister,    widow  of  the 
deceased  Baron  de  Chantal.     As  he  often  went  to 
dino  with  the   President  Frcmiot,  the  father  of 
the  holy  widow,  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  her,  and  he  impressed  her  with 
an  exalted  opinion  of  the  sanctity  of  his  conversa- 
tion, as  he  had  already  convinced  her  of  the  supe- 
rior excellence  of  his  sermons.     Thus    an    ac- 
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qiiaiDtance  commenced^  and  such  a  union  was 

formed^  m&  led  toijhe  establishment  of  the  Order 

of  the  Visitation.     Madam  de  -  (ifJHiwtpiI  was  ex- 

trenelj  desirous  of  lairing  open  tfttjitate  of  her 

soul^toVhe  holy  prelate ;  but  she^was  resttoiaed  by 

a  V4m,  which  cannot  be  sufficlbtly  blamed^  tliat 

faei^mfe^ecftrAad  ordered  4ier  to  niake^  never  to 

dtlrti^  the  IpiiliB'of  her  conscience  to  any  one  but 

to  liim.     Oliedvjl^  the  holy  prelate  thought  her 

dressed  in  a.teoif^b&ftshil^ii^le  style  than  usual,  he 

^kcd,  whether  oeillaHiftlRroyld  be  less  consulted^ 

if  ^he  were'to  hlive«aJp|e  to  her-l^         nor  any 

ornamental  buttons  tocher  hafl4S|»dnfl(f;    The 

holj  widow  instantly  cl^^^  the  buttons^  Md  un- 

sse^^vcd  the  lace.     The  prelate,  ifAo  -  ^ifM   fully 

a^^are  of  the  merit  of  the  smallest  sacrifice,  per- 

ft^vmed  with  a  view  to  please  God,  admired  her 

docility,    and  judged  from  that  instance,    that 

'^ith  proper  direction,  she  would  make  a  distin- 

f^uished  progress  in  virtue. 

About  this  time  the  director    of  Madam  de 
Chantal  was  under  the   necessity  of  performing 
a  journey;  during  his  absence  God  permitted  her 
to  be  infested  with  temptations  of  so  violent  a 
fiatuse,  that  from  an  apprehension  of  losing  her 
senses,  she  applied  to  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  ex- 
posed to  him  the  secrets  of  her  hearty  and  felt  her 
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mind  so  much  rdieyed^  that  it  seemed  to  het, 
she  afterwards  said^  that  an  «igel  and  not  a  nia-v\ 
had  been  Gtniwsing  with  her.     The  faciKty^wit:'k 
which  the  'My  prelate  dissipated  the  trouble  wi'fli 
which  «be  was  disturbed^  and  restored  the 
q«illity  of  her  soul,  increased  her  esteem  aod<co 
fidence.     She  diseotered  in  him  su|)i  iui  eiNiglm  *<:- 
ened  mind,  such  prudence  and  dM|lty,  quali^i^^ 
essential  to  a  director,  as  she  obserVed  in  no  oth^ j 
person.      He  sa^/ir  thQ,,,||Rte  of  her  soul    more 
clearlj  than  she  did  henM^Kf  )i»  obviated  her  diffi- 
culties; and^  bis  Bii8w<|}|L^       so  suited  to  her 
wants/,  fhttt  ^hi  6Dtertai4|bd  no  doubt  that  God 
bad  dMigofld  b^  to  bej|||laced  under  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  holy  prelate.     With  this  view,  she 
begged  him  to  hear  her  confession;  he  at  first 
declined  the  task  in  order  to  try  her;,  but  after- 
wards he  complied  with  her  wishes.     A  profound 
peacCj  which  she  had  never  before  experienced  > 
followed  this  confession;  at  the  same  time,  tb^ 
desire  which  she  felt  to  have  him  for  her  spiritu^^ 
guide,    proportionably  increased.      He  gave  b^^ 
hopes,  that  one  day  that  might  take  place,  and  tol^ 
her  to  beg  of  God  to  manifest  His  divine  will  ^^ 
both,  and  to  wait  with  tranquillity.     This  gre^^ 
Saint  was  an  enemy  of  eagerness ;  that  disp^ti-^''^ 
appeared  to  him  to  be  of  a  suspicious  natuC^* 
That  was  almost  the  only  defect,  which  at 
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^  he  found  ia  Madam  de  Chantal ;  she  had  so 
ent  an  attathment  to  virtue^  that  it  gave  her 
itst ;  she  was  always  disquieted-^  always  uneasy 
ler  own  pierfortnances^  never  ia  ber  owar  .f^ir 
n  doin^  eiioiagh^ :  and  always  ready  to  tmtiiliL 
lew  uttdertakifigs  for  the  glmy  of  Go4  aiid  bet 
n  sanctificatiou.  The  hcMy  prelate  did  not 
»rove  of  her  disquietude ;  he  knew  that  tbe 
it  of  God  is  not  friendly  to  trouble^  that  He 
rishes  peatce  and  tiranquillity  of  heart;  in  a 
d^  he  considered  the  ardent  ;  eagerness  of 
dam  de  Chantal  for  doing  good>  sb  a  desirable 
position  to  arrive  at  true  sanctity;  but  as  a 
Position,  which  walKto  be  removed^  in  order 
ea(ch  that  height. 

oine  days  after  the  holy  Bishop,  ^taking  lejffe 
iViadam  de  Chantal  in  order  to  return  to  |^ 
'ess^  told  her^  that  God  seemed  to  dct^jgn  ber 
be  placed  under  his  direction^  that  he  was 
*y  day  more  convinced  of  it,  bwt  that  all  preci- 
tion  was  to  be  avoided,  and  that  no  human 
ings  were  to  be  consulted  in  this  affair.  She 
e  tirtie  after  received  the  same  assurance  from 
'eat  servant  of  God,  to  whom  she  had  commu- 
ted all  that  had  passed  between  her  and  the 
''  prelate.  In  the  mean  time  the  troubles, 
ch  she  experienced  under  the  care  of  her  first 
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director^  dailj  increased ;  he  appeared  to  conduct 
her  in  the  path  of  true  sanctity ;  but  his  method. 
was  by  no  means  suitable;  it  seemed  that  God. 
rl^uifed  something  of  her^  with  which  she  ^viras 
^>uimcquainted ;  and  her  ardour  in  the  prosecn.- 
tion  of  good^  occasioned  a  degree  of  disquietuclc^j 
which  she  wa&  not  ftble  to  moderate. 


■■# 
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About  this  time  the  holy  Bishop  and  his  moth 
^  the  Countess  of  Sales,  were  desirous  of  accomplislm- 

ing  a  vow  which  they  had  made  in  honour  of  S^. 

Claud,  and  Francis  gave  notice  of  it  to  Madam  de 
Chantal,  from  whom  he  had  heard,  that  she  had 
.   <*ontracted  a  similar  obligation ;  he  fixed  the  day> 
on   which    they    were    to    arrive   at    the   place- 
Madam  '^e  Chanlal  repaired  thither  at  the  same 
tiHie.     Shi&  ^iniparted  to  the  holy  Bishop   a  full 
iSkount  of  the   state  of  her  soul,  and  made   to 
hilffa  a  general  confession.     He  removed  her  scrU' 
pies  concerning  the  vows  which  she  had  made  l>3^ 
the  order  of  her  director ;  and  to  calm  her  disquii^ 
rtude,  he  gave  her  in  his  own  hand-writing  a  pla*^ 
of  life,  which  he  advised  her  to  follow,    till    t*^ 
should  think  proper  to  make  an  alteration.     Thi^ 
reader,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  be  displeased  wit*^ 
the  particulars  of  this  method.     Agreeably  to  tb*^ 
rule,  Madam  de  Chantal  rose  at  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, dressed  herself  without  attendance  and  wii/»  *" 


* 
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oM  fire  difring  all  seasons^  and  devoted  to  hour 
to:  roental  praiyer;   an  exercise^  which  the  holy 
'  prelate  recommends  above  all  others.     Shie  after- 
wards called  up  her  children,  made  them  aiidbifir . 
«^vaiite-  «ay  their  morning   prayers,    and  cort- 
<Iucted  them  to   mass.      In  the  afternoon,    she 
''eadthe  Holy  Scripture  for  »lllilf an  hour,  heard 
*he   catechism,  or  gave  short  instructions  to  her 
^fcildren,.to  her  servants,  and  to  those  from  the 
o^ighbourhood,    who    were   vnlling    to    attend. 
Before  supper  she  made  a  spiritual  retreat  for  a 
<)uarter|  of  "an  hour,  and  said  the  rosary.     She 
retired  at  nine,    said  her  evening  prayers,  and 
^sule  ber  examination  with  her  children  and  ser- 
^^nts,  gave  them  all  holy  water  and  her  blessings 
^od  remained  alone  a  half  an 'hour  in  prayer. 
®he  concluded  the  day  by  reading  the  subject  of 
*^r   mecUtation  for  the  morrow.      The  rennaining 
Portion  of  time,  which  has  not  been  noticed,  she 
^'^ployed  either  in  labour,  or  in  business,  or  in 
:ing  the  sick. 


Agreeably  to  this  method,  she  formed  a  pious 
^^l>it  of  attending  to  the  divine  presence  of  God, 
^^cl  carried  it  to  so  great  a  length,  that  she  saw 
^OfJ  in  every  tiling,  and  every  object  served  to 
^■^ing  Him. to  her  remembrance;    at  the  same 
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tiine^  this  practice  M^as  conducted  with  so  much 
sweetness  and  tranquillity^  that  it  was  not  per- 
c^ved^  nor  did  it  prevent  her  attention  to  busi- 
ness and  conversation^  nor  disturb  her  presence 
of  mind  in  any  occurrence.  What  excited  great 
admiration  in  a  life,  which  exhibited  such  a 
finished  model  of  virtue  was,  that  she  discovered 
no  appearance  of  melancholy  or  constraint. 
Sw^tness  and  liberty  of  mind  prevailed  in  all  the 
actions  of  Madam  de  Chantal ;  she  was  full  of 
^kindness  and  complaisance,  of  easy  access,  and 
ready  to  interrupt  her  exercises  or  to  postpone 
ibem  till  another  time,  whenever  charity  or  the 
wants  of  her  neighbour  called  for  her  attention. 
Even  ber  servants,  a  description  of  persons  not 
extremely  attentive  to  those  concerns,  when  they 
'witnessed  her  recioUection  supported  by  many  eja- 
culatory  prayers  in  the  midst  of  a  pressure  of 
business,  could  not  help  remarking  to  each  other : 
'^  Our  mistress  is  praying  at  every  hour  of  the  day; 
she  never  loses  sight  of  God,  and  yet  no  person 
is  incommoded  by  her  devotion."'  Great  applause 
was  bestowed  on  this  account  on  the  direction  of 
the  holy  prelate  ;  and  the  warmest  eneorieg  of  de- 
votion acknowledged,  that  so  for  from  being 
hurtful  to  business,  it  produces  the  most  happy 
effects,  when  it  is  under  proper  regulation. 
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After  Ma4fU»  de  Chantal  had  thus  adjusted  the 
state  of  her  conscience^  she,  agreeablj  to  the  plan 
jisaigned^  proceeded  to  reform  whatever  might  be 
too  worldly  in  her  person ;  she'  cut  off  her  hair, 
"which  was  exquisitely  beautiful,  and  which  she 
had  worn  in  great  quantity ;  she  dsed  only  plain 
and  coarse  linen.  She  was  e^ttrernely  careful,  to 
mortify  her  taste,  eatii^  only  of  common  food 
^.dressed  in  a  plain  manner,  when  she  was  alone; 
if  compaiv^  obliged  her  to  provide  any  thing  extra* 
ordinary  or  more  delicately  prepared,  she  would 
leave  on  the  plate,  without  any  affectation  what 
she  had  taken,  and  order  it  to  be  given  to  some 
poor  person  that  was  indisposed.  She  fasted  on 
Fridays  and  Saturdays,  wore  a  hair  shirt  on  the 
other  days,  and  often  used  the  discipline.  By  the 
practice  of  a  holy  life,  she  acquired  such  an  ascea- 
dant  over  her  passions,  as  raised  her  above  dis- 
quietude.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  she  pos- 
sessed a  natural  vivacity  and  eairerness^  and  that 
she  was  easily  discomposed.  All  these  defects 
she  dropped  under  the  direction  of  the  holy  pre- 
late. His  object  was  to  bring  the  heart  under 
proper  regulation ;  by  that  he  began,  fully  satis* 
fied  that  every  thing  else  would  follow  in  its 
natural  course.  Accordingly  nothing  could  ex* 
bibit  greater  mildtiess  than  his  conduct;  he  re* 
quired  yery  few  exterior  practico^ ;    but  •  when 
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once  a  taste  for  devotion  was  ex<;ited^  and  he 
found  a  heart  divested  of  the  love  of  eiternal 
objects  and  of  itself^  he  then  by  a  conduct  marked 
,with  prudence  and  circumspectiop  raised  it  to  tbe 
highest  degree  of  sanctity.  Such  was  bis  treat- 
ment of  Madatn  de  Chantal.  This  great  prelate, 
formed  by  the  model  of  St.  Paul,  who,  to  use  his 
own  expressions,  gave  milk  to  the  weak,  and 
^olid  food  to  the  perfect,  did  not  at  first  permit 
4;he  holy  widow  to  follow  the  suggestions  of  her 
zeal;  he  did  not  overpower  her  with  practices; 
he  spared  her  strength ;  he  accustomed  her  gradu- 
allj'  to  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  virtues.  It  is 
true  that  she  advan^ced  much  in  a  short  time. 
But  this  is  not  given  to  everyone^  and  for  this 
purpose  it  bepomes  necessary  to  correspond  with 
the  measure  of  grace,  which  is  bestowed. 

'  Agreeably  to  this  method  of  Madam  de  Chantal, 
Sundays  and  Festivals,  were,  as  much  as  possible, 
so  employed  aa  to  admit  no  foreign  cares,  not 
-  even  the  mention  of  temporal  concerns :  these 
were  days  completely  devoted  to  God  and  to 
charity  for  her  neighbour.  When  tlie  divine 
service  was  over,  she  pdid  her  visits  -to  the  poor, 
«he  consoled  them,  she  condescended  to  make 
their  beds^  attended  to  their  domestic  concenis, 
and  never  suffered  them  to  want  nourishment^ 
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remedies^  or  spiritual  succours.  She  always  bad 
in  faer  house  some  poor  persons  <^overed  with 
ulcers;  she  often  dressed  them  on  her  knees^  al- 
ivays  with  respect;  the  faith  with  which  she  was 
tnimated,  discovered  to  her  Jesus- Christ  present 
D  their  persons ;  she  attended  them^  when  their 
^st  hour  was  approaching^  assisted  them  till 
:hey  expired^  and  buried  them .  herself^  with  a 
&hare  of  courage^  that  filled  those  with  astonishr 
Dent,  who  were  not  Uke  her  animated  with  per- 
fect charity.  Such  was  the  life  of  Madam  de 
Cbantal  in  the  midst  of  the  world  at  the  age  of 
hirty-two.  ^  It  was  by  the  practice  of  such  distin- 
guished virtues,  that  God  prepared  her  to  become 
me  day  the  mother  of  so  many  holy  daughters, 
vbo  even  at  the  present  period  consider  her  as 
heir  foundress  and  their  model.  But  it  is  appa- 
ent,  that  God  design^,  by  a  life  so  holy,  formed 
}y  the  counsels  and  the  example  of  the  Bishop  of 
xeneva^  to  confound  by  anticipation  all  those^ 
rho  were  one  day  to  bring  a  charge  of  relaxation 
gainst  his  dpctrine  and  his  copduct,  and  to  im- 
mte  to  him  a  degree  of  condescension  ill  suited 
o  the  severity  of  the  Church. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  six^ 
when  she  was  at  Bourbilly,  one  of  her  manors^ 
the  number  of  persons  there  afflicted  with  illness 
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was  so  considerable^  that  her  charitj,  actitetei 
it  was>   could   scarcely  devise  means  to  supplf 
their  wants.     She  assisted  them  with  her  property, 
her  personal  attendance^  her  prayers  and  her  in- 
fftructions.      She  often  buried  four  in  the  day, 
never  disheartened    by  the  extreme  danger^   td 
which  she  was  exposed.     But  at  length  unable  to 
resist  the  multiplied  fatigues,  which  she  under- 
went during  the  space  of  two  months^  she  was 
seized  with  a  dysentery,  which  brought  her  life 
into  imminent  danger.     During  this  painful  ex- 
tremity^ she  afforded  a  striking  example  of  meek- 
ness and  of  invincible  patience^  never  complain- 
ing, but  of  the  pain  which  she  gave,  and  of  the 
danger  to  which  her  attendants  were  exposed. 
Though  in  the  flower  of  her  years,  she  regretted 
not  life;  the  situation  of  her  children  in   their 
minorit}',    wl?o  stood  in  need  of  the  care  of  a 
mother  so  virtuous,   so  skilful  and  so  affectionate, 
excited  a  certain  lively  sensation c'    But  her  sub- 
mission to  the  orders  of  Providence  did  not  allow 
her  to  betray  the  smallest  disquietude  even  on 
that  tender  subject ;  shv  believed  that  God  would 
supply  every  deficiency ;  and  in  this  submission  to 
His  Providence  she  waited  the  approach  of  death 
with  a  degree  of  tranquillity,  which  a  heart  pure 
and  full  of  confidence  usually  inspires.     But  her 
hour  was  not  yet  come,  and  Grod  reserved  her  for 
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the   great  woii^  of  the  foundation  of  the  Order 

of  the  Visitation,    i^bich  she  was  to  begin  in 

conjunction  with  the  holy  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and 

to  support  by  ber  solitary  efforts  after  his  death. 

Aguingt  all  appearance  she  recovered  ber  health, 

resumed  her  exercises   as  soon  as  her  situation' 

would  allow,  and  continued  to  attend  on  tbie  sick 

with   as  much  assiduity,  as  if  her  charity  had  not 

endangered  her  life.     But  why  should  not  the  love 

of  Ood  give  birth  to^  actions  of  such  a  generous 

description  as  those,   which   are  daily  achieved 

frotn  a  love  of  glory  by  so  mtoy  brave  men,  who 

are  ever  ready  to  meet  danger,  at  the  expence  of 

il^eir  persmial  safety  ? 

Some  time  after,  she  received  a  letter  from  the 
boly  prelate,  who  informed  her,  that  he  judged  it 
necessary  for  her  to  proceed  to  Annecy.  To  under- 
stand the  motive  of  this,  injunction,  the  reader  is 
io  be  informed,  that  when  she  performed  the  pilgri- 
mage, already  recorded,  to  St.  Claud,  she  formed  a 
close  intimacy  with  the  Countess  of  Sales,  the  mo- 
ther of  the  holy  prelate,  and  that  9he  had  made  a 
promise  to  that  lady  to  pay  a  visit  to  the  castle  of 
Sales.  She  had  acquitted  herself  of  that  engagement 
the  year  after  it  was  made,  and  during  the  conver* 
sations^  which  she  then  held  with  the  holy  prelate, 
be  bad  informed  her,  that  be  had  in  contemplation 
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a  great  >workj  in  which  God  wouW  employ  her 
attention.     She  naturally  enquired  what  this  busi- 
ness was ;  but  the  holy  Bishop  replied^  that  he 
wished  to  consider   the  execution  of  it  at  bis 
leisure^  and  that  he  could  not  satisfy  her  enquiry 
concerning  it  before  a  year  had  elapsed ;  that  in 
the  mean  time  he  begged  her  to  unite  her  prayers 
with  his  own^    and  earnestly  to  recommend  the 
affair  to  God.     It  was  for  the  purpose  of  commu- 
nicating this  business  to  her^  that  he  requested 
her  attendance  at  Annecy.     On  her  arrival  the 
holy  prelate  informed  her,  that  he  had  fully  con- 
sidered before  God,  the  proposal,  which  she  had 
so  often  repeated  to  him  of  leaving  the  world  in 
order  to  embrace  a  religious  state;  that  he  had 
found  great  difficulties  in  such  a  plan ;  but  that  at 
length  the  time  was  come  to  give  her  a  iinal  an- 
swer.    On  that  subject  in  order  to  try  her  sub- 
mission, he  proposed  to  her  to  become  a  Nun  of 
St.  Clare,  then  a  sister  of  the  hospital  of  Beaune, 
and  at   length  a   Carmelite.      The  holy   widow 
consented  to  each  proposition  with  as  much  doci- 
lity, as .  if  she  had  never  possessed  a  will  of  her 
own,  or  as  if  the  proposed  engagements  had  not 
been  irrevocable.    Then  the  holy  Bishop  charmed 
with  her  submission,   communicated  to  her  the 
project,  which  he  had  formed  of  establishing  the 
Order  of  the  Visitation,  which .  they  afterwards 
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fbunded.*  She  acknowledged  after  this  Rcene, 
that  an  unexpected  joy  Jieamed  in  her  soul  on 
hearing  the  proposal^  and  that  she  experienced  a 
Divine  attraction  of  so  powerful  a  nature  for  this 
lioly  enterprise^  that  she  entertained  no  doubt  of 
the  will  of  God  on  the  subject^  and  of  His  copious 

l)enediction  on  their  joint  labours. 

» 

However  as  she  possessed  an  excellent  under- 
standings great  sense  and  considerable  skill  in 
business^  she  foresaw  great  difficulties  in  the  en- 
terprise ;  difficulties  which  were  really  experienced. 
For  independently  of  the  unavoidable  contradic- 
tions^  to  which  new  establishments  are  usually 
exposed^  and  of  the  suspicious  aspect^  which  is 
ascribed  to  that  which  is  unauthorised  by  custom 
and  the  common  usage  of  mankind^  what  ob- 
stacles were  not  to  be  discovered  on  the  side  of 
Madam  de  Chantal  herself?  An  only  son,  a  youth 
of  fair  hopes,  who  stood  in  need  of  her  care; 
three  young  daughters^  to  whom  she  was  equally 
necessary;  affairs  in  a  very  intricate  and  em- 
barrassed situation,  with  which  she  was  solely 
acquainted;  a  father  and  a  father-in-law  in 
the  decline  of  life,  whom  common  decency 
did  not  permit  her  to  abandon,  all  these  circutn- 

— I  ■      ■■  !■  m     '  ■  I  ■  I     ■■■■  11         II     — .w^— y^ufc^p,    .    ..M 

*  Maupaii  life  of  the  Mather  de  Chantal. 
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stances  formed  sufficient  hindrances  to  preve 
ber  from  raising  an  establishment  out  of  the  kin 
dom.  Besides  hoA¥  was  this  establishment  to 
founded?  Where  were  the  means^  the  resources^.  7 
A  Bishop  in  such  a  state  of  poyertj^  as  scarc^^^K.^ 
to  have  a  subsistence^  the  friend  of  the  poor^  a 
obliged  by  his  situation  to  bestow  great  charhie 
a  young  widow,  rich  indeed,  but  on  whose  fortui^ 
a  resolution  had  been  adopted  not  to  depend ;  si  Ml 
this  according  to  the  calculations  of  human  pru  — 
dence^  presented  no  encouragement  to  such 
eaterprise.  Accordingly  the  holy  prelate^  wh 
had  calculated  the  difficulties^  could  not  refrain: 
from  saying:  '^  In  all  this  I  see  a  great  chaos; 
but  Divine  Providence,  before  which  the  wisdom 
of  men  is  but  folly^  will  know  how  to  remove  it 
in  due  time/'  Indeed  how  can  we  view  the 
iplendor  exhibited  at  this  period  by  the  Order  of 
the  Visitation  both  in  and  out  of  the  kingdom  ; 
so  many  houses  well  established  and  formed^  so 
n»miy  churches  provided  with  every  ornament^ 
which  tends  to  give  a  strong  impression  of  the 
Majesty  of  God,  who  is  there  served  with  suit- 
able dignity ;  how  can  we  contemplate  this  im- 
mense number  of  holy  daughters,  that  charity, 
that  Christian  simplicity,  that  disengagement 
which  prevails  among  them,  that  exactness  of 
4iscipline,  that  love  of  retirement^  that  interior 
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'at»4  jpriinitife  spirit^  which  they  have  so  religi* 

ocM^y  imbibed ;  finally  bow  can  we  survey  such 

bright  examples  of  virtue^  with  which  the  whole 

Cf:»urch  is  edified^  without  observing  the  hand  of 

Ood^   "which  formed^    which  now  sustains  and 

pr^^^rves  this  religious  Order.     If  to  all  this  we 

acfttf]  the  contradictions^  the  Cross  and  untoward 

^coidents^  which  it  had  to  encounter  in  its  origin^' 

we   shall    be    constrained  to  acknowledge  that 

tnuch  prudence^  zeal  and  courage  were  necessary 

to  support  so  great  a  design^  or  rather  that  some* 

thing  more  than  human  presided  at  its  birth  and 

its  progress. 

During  the  stay  of  Madam  de  Chantal  at 

A.nnecy,  the  Countess  of  Sales^  enchanted  with 

*he5    character  of  her  guest,  formed  a  plan  of  a 

closer  union  between  the  families,  and  employed 

t»G  holy  prelate  to  propose  to  her  a  marriage  bc- 

t^'^eeii    her    eldest    daughter  and   the    Baron  of 

Thorens.      THie  holy  widow  was  much  embar- 

ra-ssed  with  this  proposal;  on  one  side  she  ap- 

Proved  the  plan,  and  thought  it  honourable  to  her 

funnily;  but  on  the  other  side,  she  foresaw  great 

obstacles  on  the  part  of  the  grand-fathers  of  her 

daughter,  and  she  was  persuaded  that  they  would 

'^ver  consv^nt,  that  their  grand-daughter  should 

^  married  out  of  the  kingdom.     She  however 
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listened  io  the  proposition  >vith  great  demonstrt- 
tions  of  joy  and  gratitude^  promised  ber  utmost 
endeavours  to  forward  the  design^  and  on  her 
side  requested  the  Countless  of  Sales  and  the  holy 
prelate,  •  to  be  permitted  to  take  with  her  to 
Montelon  the  youngest  of  his  sisters,  to  finish  her 
education.  They  both  gave  their  consent  to  her 
request ;  but  the  young  lady  died  on  her  arrival 
at  that  place,  in  the  manner  related  in  the  fifth  j 
book  of  tliis  history.  Madam  de  Chantal  availed  J 
herself  of  this  opportunity  to  propose  to  her 
father  the  marriage  of  her  daughter  with  the 
Baron  of  Thorens;  he  raised  the  difficulties, 
which  she  had  foreseen.  But  the  holy  wido 
observed  to  him  with  much  firmness^  that  a 
the  loss  which  she  had  occasioned  to  the  house  oi 
Sales,  she  considered  it  a  duty  to  make  som^^s 
reparation,  by  giving  to  that  family  one  of  he^=ir 

daughters.     The  President  was  satisfied  with  tha 1 

reason,  and  gave  his  consent  to  the  marriage  witl^B 
additional  satisfaction,  as  it  was  an  advantageou      ^ 
iilliance,  and  he  had  a  singular  regard  and  vene^^ 
ration  for  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.  ^  The  relatiw^ 
of  the  young  lady  by  the  father's  side,   induced 
by  the  consent  of  the   President,  approved  the 
marriage.     The  holy  widow  gave  immediate  intel- 
ligence of  the  event  to  tlie  prelate,  who  conducted 
the  Baron  of  Thorens  to  visjt  the  young  bride; 
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,  she  was  at  that  time  but  eleyen  years  old.  The 
coEitract  was  made^  and  the  marriage  postponed 
till  the  foHowtfig  year. 

The  condusion  ^of  this  marriage  gave  occasion 
to     a  similar  proposal^  which  was  made  to  Ma* 
da.m  de  Chantal  herself.     A  nobleman  of  Bur- 
g^indy^  who  was  very  rich^  regular  in  his  con- 
duct and  handsome  in  person^  and  an  intimate 
friend  of  the  President   Fremiot^    solicited  the 
Iiand  of  Madam  de  Chantal.     The  President  and 
all  the  relatives  of  the  holy  widow^  shewed  great 
eagerness  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object; 
and^  she  was -solicited  with  great  warmth  to  con*^ 
sent^  as  a  double  connection  which  was  planned 
between  the  children  was  likely  to  bring  great 
property  into  the  family.     The  temptation  was 
violent ;  she  had  to  contend  with  the  feelings  of 
her  heart.     She  could  not  but  be  sensible  of  the 
^*>erit  of  this  nobleman,  and  of  the  advantages  of 
bis   proposal  to  her  family.;  but  God,  whom  no- 
^bing  resists^  when   He  desires  to  be  master  of  a 
b^Vrtj  was  in  this  instance  preferred  ;  and  the  pro- 
^ises^  which  she  so  often  repeated  to  live  for  Him 
^Wne^  nmintained  the  ascendant.     The  nobleman 
Ktired;    and  the  holy   widow  in  order  to   ineal 
with  her  blood  the  vow  which  she  then  renewed^ 
of  never  listening  to  any.  similar  proposition,  had 
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the  courage  to  imprint  with  her  ovi^n  haud,  by  \\ 
means  of  a  heated  iroo^  the  name  of  Jesus  upc 
her  heart.^  An  extraordinary  action^  more  ^arU 
of  admiration  than  of  imitation^  but  which  shev 
great  courage^  and  a  firm  resolution  to  lire  on 
for  God. 

In  order  to  avoid  similar  persecutions^  and  a 
temptation  respecting  matrimony^  she  now  judge 
it  to  be  a  duty^  to  open  her  mind  to  the  Presidei 
her  father^  concerning  the  project^  which  si 
had  formed  in  concert  with  the  Bishop  of  GencTl 
and  the  design  which  she  cherished  of  leaving  tl 
vrorld  for  ever.  Some  days  after^  being  alone  i 
his  company^  she  told  him^  that  since  the  deal 
of  her  husband^  she  had  constantly  felt  a  stron 
interior  attraction^  to  live  only  for  God ;  that  si 
was  afraid  of  incurring  guilt  by  resisting  her  voo 
tion  any  longer ;  that  her  eldest  daughter  wu»  ma 
ried^  the  two  others  were  receiving  a  religious  edi 
cation^  that  he  had  been  kind  enough  to  take  chaif 
of  her  son^  and  that  she  could  not  leave  him  in  bet 
ter  hands;  that  thus  there  remained  nothii^  to||jif 
der  her  from  obeying  the  call  of  God^  who  had  mA 
cited  bet  for  a  length  of  time^  but  her  parent's  coi 
sent^  which  she  now  entreated  him  to  grant.  At  tk 

*  Maupgft  ibid* 
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roposal  the  good  o]d  man  was  startled  and  deeply 
ejected ;  in  this  situation  he  y^ept  bitterly^  then 
ibracing  her  teiiderly,  he  said :  ^'  and  ivh^t ! 
dear  daughter^  do  you  value  as  nothing  a 
fe^-'^heSr  like  myself^  who  always  loved  you  with 
8«-^s  <b  teodemess  ?  ah !  let  me  descend  to  the  grave 
b  ^^^fore  you  abandon  me,  and  then  act  agreeably 
tc^  your  inclinations/'  The  vehemence  of  his  grief 
ipeded  his  utterance ;  and  be  remained  in  that 
tte  of  distress,  which  would  have  roused  the 
fi^ii^liogs'of  a  heart  less  tender  than  that  of  Madam 
A^  Chantal.  She  did  not  expect  so  violent  an 
a-^saolt;  she  vras  extremely  affected,  but  she  re- 
nMadned  unshaken  in  her  purpose.  However  not 
to  leave  her  father  destitute  of  consolation,  she 
told  him  that  her  proposal  was  but  a  plain  detail^ 
^w^liicb  she  judged  it  necessary  to  confide  to  so 
g'c:Md  a  father,  that  nothing  w^s  yet  concluded^ 
2>-»B^  that  the  would  never  dispose  of  herself  with- 
^i^t  bis  consent.  The  President  eagerly  caught 
tnis  expression,  and  made  her  promise  that  she 
^'^^mM  come  to  no  determination,  without  con- 
^^^Ming  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  on  his  side  he 
^^^gigcd  to  adhere  to  his  decision. 

Madam  de  Chantal  believed  that  she  had  ob« 
*^ined  her  end  by  this  promise  of  her  father ;  for 
ftl^c  had  no  doubt  that  the  Bishop,  with  whom 
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she  acted  in  coDcert^  would  declare  in  ber  iiiyoinry 
and  that  she  should  be  finally  favoured  with  the 
consent  of  her  father,  which  «be  despaired  of.  ob- 
taining by  her  own  solicitations.  But- on  this 
occasion  she  had  to  combat  her  own  feeliiigs; 
when  she  was  left  to  her  own  thoughts,  the 
firmness/ which  she  had  displayed,  deserted  her; 
she  began  to  imagine  that  there  was.  a  degree  of 
inhuHianity,  and  consequently  but  an  appearance 
of  piety  in  the  design  which  she  had  formed  of 
leaving  her  father  and  her  children.  Nature 
loudly  reproached  her  conduct ;  reason  supports 
the  sentiments  of  nature ;  faith  seemed  to  approv 
those  feelings,  and  the  enemy  of  our  salvation 
who  knows  how  to  take  advantage  of  our  weak 
nesses,  was  busily  engaged.  Hence  arose  in  hei 
soul  a  violent  tempest,  which  converted  her  pur- 
pose into  irresolution;  this  irresolution  wai 
changed  into  an  opposite  design.  AstonisheilZ-J 
that  she  could  so  easily  dissolve  those  bonds.  ^» 
which  God  had  formed,  she  at  one  time  coi 
demned  her  resolution,  and  at  another  reproacht 
herself  with  having  altered  her  purpose.  She 
in  this  wavering  state  of  mind,  when  her  brother^ 
the  Archbishop  of  Bourges,  informed  by  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  intention  of  his  sister,  arrived  at 
Dijon.  They  united  their  solicitations,  and  made 
^  formidable  effort  on  a  mind  already  sbakea. 
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Tlse  Archbishop^  \>?bo  possessed  in  the  family  all 

th^  weighty  which  his  episcopal  character^  sup- 

poriied  by  considerable  merit,  gave  him^  loudly 

cc^ndemned    the    resolution  ef   his    sister.      He 

CO  vm tended  that  there  was  more  merit  in  living 

'woll  m  that  state^  in  which  God  has  placed  us^ 

thcLti  in  following/ under  a  specious  appearance 

of  piety,  a  capricious  temper,  and  the  dictates  of 

a  inind,  full  of  disquietude  and  illusion,  by  which 

'We    are  led  to  seclusion.     He  overwhelmed  her 

"with  reasons  and  authorities;  and  he  finally  \a,* 

boured  to  establish  this  conclusion,    that  if  she 

^ere  determined  to  execute  her  purpose,  she  was 

indispensably  obliged  to  wait,  till  her  children 

^ere  settled,  and  till  she  had  paid  the  last  filial 

duties  to  her  aged  father,  who  at  his  advanced 

period  of  life,  could  not  be  supposed  to  dispense 

^ith  her  attention. 


It  is  thus  that  the  most  holy  enterprises  are 

^^ten  blamed  and  opposed  by  persons  of  the  most 

^^lightened  piety  and  with  the  best  intentions; 

^^d  indeed  to  view  it  as  a  general  question,  and 

^0  form  a  judgment  by  ordinary  appearances,  the 

tesolution  of  Madam  de  Chantal  was  not  calcu- 

lated  to  ensure  general  approbation.     We  must 

riew  objects  ■  with  the  eyes  of  the  Saints,    and 

possess  their  feelings^  in  order  to  form  a  correct 

VOh.    II-  V 
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jud^ent  of  their  conduct ;  and  perhaps  at  this 
period^  the  design  of  Madam  de  Chantal  would 
be  cebsured^  if  the  emiiient  .sanctity^  which  she 
attained  in  executing  her  purpose^  had  not  jiisti- 
fied  the  attempt.  However^  notwithstanding  the 
irresolution  of  the  holy  widow,  and  the  deference 
which  she  had  for  the  authority  of  the  President^ 
and  the  enlightened  mind  of  the  Archbishop^  she 
riefused  to  abandon  her  design^  and  referred  the 
whole  business  to  the  decision  of  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva.  He  arrived  some  time  after  ^^with  the 
Baron  of  Tborens^  who  had  completed,  a  mar* 
riage  with  the  daughter  of  Madam  de  Chantal. 

The  day  after  the  marriage^>- Madam  de  Chan* 
tal,  who  by  conferring  with  the  holy  prelate,  felt 
herself  confirmed  in  her  purpose,  entreated  the 
President  her  father,  and  the  Archbishop,  to  have 
an  interview  with  him.  They  all  three  met  on 
that  business.  An  hour  after  Madam  de  Chaotal 
Vf^s  called  in.  In  no  part  of  her  life  did  she 
ever  discover  more  discretion  and.  firmaess;  she 
gave  an  account  of  her  design  and  of  her  coodilct; 
she  shewed  in  clear  terms  the  excellent  orderi 
which  she  h^  established  in  her  family,  leaving 
her  children  without  debts  or  any  legal  incum- 
brance; she  proved  it  to  be  a  just  and  rational 
plan,  that  after  having  lived  so  long  for  theni^ 
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she  -shotild  now  be  allowed  to  live  for  God  alone^ 
and  for  her  own  welfare^  and  that  such  an  indul* 
g«nce  could  with  no  propriety  be  denied  her^  as 
the  situation  which  she  was  going  to  embraciCj 
would  not' prevent  her  iron)  inspecting  their  con-^ 
duct^  not  even  from  superintending  their  afiairs^ 
if  her  presence  should  be  wanted.      The  holj 
prelate  observed^  that  her  attention  would  with 
more  facility  be  given  to  that  object^  as  inclosure 
would  not  be  observed  in  his  new  institute;  that 
.those  v<4]o  should  embrace  it^  would  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  going  abroad  for  the  purpose  of  visiting 
the  sick^  and  of  assisting  their  neighbours  on  all 
occasions^  when  their  charity  might  be  usefully 
exerted ;  that  Madam  de  Chantal  by  her  engage*^ 
ment^  would  not  be  released  from  the  care  of  her 
children;  that  this  object  was  an  indispensable 
duty^  for  the  performance  of  which  she  would  be 
answerable  to  God,  and  that  no  one  could  grant 
her  a  discharge  from  so  imperious  an  office ;  that 
she  might  educate  her  youngest  daughter  with 
her^  and  that  he  would  always  consent^  that  she 
should  perform  all  necessary  journies^  which  the 
affairs  of  her  children  and  their  establishment 
might   appear  to  demand.     This  representation 
softened  the  minds  of  the  President  and  the  Arch- 
bishop^  and  the  holy  prelate  completed  the  busi- 
ness of  obtaining  their  eonsei^,  by  assuring  them, 

u  3 
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that  this  determination  of  Madam  de  Chantal 
had  not  been  rashly  or  hastily  takejD ;  that  be  had 
himself  examined  the  affair,  with  all  the  attention 
to  which  it  was  entitled;  that  the  more  he  had 
considered  it^  the  greater  marks  had  he  discovered 
of  a  Divine  vocation ;  that  he  should  be  afraid  of 
acting  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  God^  if  he 
were  to  attempt  to  divert  her  from  her  purpose; 
that  he  entreated  them  to  reflect^  that  all  opposi- 
tion to  His  designs  would  be  vain^  and  that  tbej 
should  deem  themselvrs  happy  in  promoting  their 
execution.  Finally  libe  holy  pi  elate  represented 
the  business  in  so  many  different  points  of  view, 
that  he  succeeded  in  gaining  the  consent  of  thi 
President  and  of  the  Aichbishopi 

This  difficulty  thus  removed^  there  occurrec 
another^  which  consisted  in  determining^  in  wba 
situation  they  were  to  place  the  first  house  of  thi 
Order^  in  which  Madam  de  Chantal  was  to  fiji 
her  residence.  The  President  contended  stronglj 
for  Dijoq^  in  order  to  have  bis  daughter  neai 
liin^;  the  Archbishop  with  considerable  earnest* 
ncss  proposed  Autun^  that  she  might  with  mon 
facility  x:onsult .  the  good  of  her  children.  Bui 
the  holy  widow  maintained  that  Annecy  w^  thi 
most  proper  situation.  For  this  ojioice  she  al- 
h^;ed  two  treasons;   the  first  was^    that  in  tbi 
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infancy  of  a  new  institute,  recourse  must  fre- 
quently be  bad  to  the  enlightened  mind  of  the 
founder  for  advice;  the  other,  that  being  so  near 
tQ  -the  castle  of  Thorens,  she  might  be  of  more 
ser'vice  to  her  newly  married  daughter;  that  she 
onig-lit  often  see  her,  adjust  the  order  of  her  affairs^ 
and  direct  her  household.  In  these  reasons  she 
^^a-s  supported  by  the  holy  prelate;  the  Archbi? 
sliop  thought  them  plausible,  and  the  President 

at  length  yielded  to  their  force,  saying  with  a  deep 

sigli :  *'  I  see  that  the  sacrifice  must  be  complete; 

it  will  cost  me  my  life;  but  "good  God!  it  is  not 

for  me  to  resist  thy  Divine  will.*' 

The  holy   Bisfiop  having  thus  adjusted  these 
concerns,  took  his  departure  for  his  diocess,  and 
Madam  de  Chantal    accompanied  him  to  Mon- 
telon,  one  of  her  manors.     During  his  stay  there; 
ro^  holy  widow  desired  him  one  Snnday  to  make 
a-n   exhortation   to   the  inhabitants;  he  complied 
with  her   request,  and  performed  the   work   so 
effectually,  that  he  converted  a  young  man  of  ir- 
regular life,  who  afterwards  became^ a  Capuchin^ 
and   died  in  that  order,    after  having  given  the 
most  edifying  example  of  virtue.     Before  ^e  left 
Moiitelon,  Miss  de  Brechard,  of  a  good  fmmily  in 
Nivernois,-  who  resided  in  th^  immediate  neigh- 
l^ourhaod,  paid  a  visit  to  thkhgly  pifelate,  made 
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her  confession  to  him^  and  consulted  bim  on^tVie 
design^  which  she  had  long  formed^  of  becomiirig 
a  Nun.     The  holy  pFcIate  embraced  the  opport:t^- 
nity  of  asking  her  if  she  was  disposed  to  follow  thme 
fortune  of  Madam  de  Chantal^  and  to  become  orm  e 
of  her  companions.     She  received  the  propos^^l 
with  great  joy;    and  the  holy  prelate  promise^ 
her  a  place  in  his  new  establishment.     At  tb 
sam*e  time  Miss  Favre,  daughter  of  the  first 
sident  of  Savoy^  received  a  secret  inspiration  at 
\}fi\\  to  leave  the  world  ;  on  the  return  of  the  bol 
prelate^  she  placed  herself  under  his  direction^  am 
opened  to  him  the  proposal ;  he  approved  her  d 
sign^  and  left  her  at  full  liberty  to  be  associate 
in  the  institute  with  Madam  de  Chantal.     An 
other  yoving  lady  from  Savoy,  of  the  name  o 
Chatel^  who  was  at  that  time  in  Germany,  veai 
favoured  with  an  interior  attraction  from  God, 
and  adopted  a  resolution  on  her  return  to  pla 
herself  under  the  direction  of  the  holy  prelate; 
she  accomplished  her  purpose,  and  was  judged 
worthy  of  assisting  Madam  de  Chantal  in  found- 
ing the  New  Order  of  the  Visitation.      Miss 
Fichet  du  Fossigni,  was  likewise  called  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  and  was  the  fourth^  whom 
God  associated  with  Madam  de  Chantal.     Miss 
de  Blonay,  born  in  Chablais,  was  the  fifth  asso- 
ciate; for  her  th^rfaeoly  prelate  shewed  apecuUaii^ 
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estQpm ;  she  succeeded  Madam  de  Chantal  in  thtt 
gt^yemmeiit  of  the  first  convent  of  Annecy. 

Mobile  God  was  thus  preparing  the  persons 
chosen  to  execute  His  designs^  the  time  agreed  on 
for-    the  departure  of  Madam   de   Chantal    ap- 
proa^ched.  Every  thing  was  ready  for  her  journey^ 
when  the  President  her  father  declared^  that  he 
cotild  not  yet  induce  himself  to  part  with  her^  and 
hedged,  that  she  would  postpone  her  departure^ 
til  1  the  Easter  of  the  following  year.     She  grati- 
fied his  wishes^  thinking  that  she  could  not  refuse 
tba.t   consolation  to  an  aged  father^  who  wanted 
^a.f:   time  to  fortify  his  mind  against  so  melan- 
cholj  a  separation.     At  the  appointed  period^  the 
Baron  of  Thorens  arrived  to  take  his  wife,  and  to 
^^^Ofduct  his  mother-in-law  to  Annecy.     Nothing 
"^^^^v^  remained  to  retard  the  departure  of  the  holy 
'^idow,  but  the  payment  of  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  due  to  her  ]ate  husband ;  but  as  the  debt 
"^B^  contested,    she  preferred    the  expedient  of 
^vansferring  the  amount  from  her  ovm  property  to 
the  account  of  her  children,  rather  than  the  mode 
of  litigation  which  would  have  delayed  her  depar« 
ture.     This  generous  conduct  proved  to  her  a 
^ious  inconvenience;  and  so  little  of  her  pro« 
perty  remained,  that  her  personal  means  did  not 
contribute  to  the  establishment  of  tiie 


l^reatly 


«• 
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Order^  of  which  she  wag  to  be  the  oHiittier..  Such 
disinterestedness  reflected  peculiar  <{lredit  both  on 
her  and  her  holy  director^  as  mankind  so  rarelj' 
forget  themselves  in  sucli  pressing  emergencies. 
But  the  Order  of  the  Visitation  was  to  be  founded 
on  a  spirit  of  disinterestedness^  of  perfect  aban- 
donaieilt  to  Providence ;  and  besides  thQ  holy  pre- 
late did  not  approve  of  those  establishments 
which  are  ma<|e  at  the  expence  of  families^  and  ol 
the  legitimate  heirs/  He  made  it  a  principle  tc 
keep  his  hands  clean ;  and  highly  disapproved 
that,  interested  conduct  in  directing  souls^  whict 
disgraces  the  director  and  those  ui\der  his  care 
v^ch  wounds  i^pligion  in  a  tender  part^  and  brings 
discredit  on  devotion. 

/  All  obstacles  being  now  removed^  and  the 
time  of  her  departure  come^  she  waited  on  the 
Baron  de  Chantal^  her  father^n-law^  to  take  leave 
Notwithstanding  the  bad  treatment  she  had  re 
ceived  from  him^  she  cast  herself  at  his  feet 
asked  his  pardon  if  she  had  ever  displeased  him 
begged  his  blessings  and  recommended  her  sqn  ti 
his  care.  This  good  old  man  at  the  advascec 
age  of  eighty-six^  who  felt  himself  culpable  ii 
many  parts  of  his  conduct  towards  her^  admirec 
her  virtue^  appeared  inconsolable^  embraced  be 
with  tenderness^  and  wished  her  all  the  bappineti 


i*OF  SALES.      BOOR    VH. 


313 


to   K^bfch  flHfas  entitled.   In  all  his  dependencies 
tbere  was  allbited  a  real   scene  of  desolation; 
all'     persons  iflKined  that  in  her  they  had  lost  a 
nno-<;lier^  a  suppiHt/  a  resource  in  all  their  wants. 
X*li^  poor  in  particalar,  considering  their  loss  as 
irri^paralile^  testified  tlieir  affliction  by  tUHktears^ 
tlielr  crfllL  and  every  expression  of  hearfHp;  tore- 
ro w^.     She  bid  them  the  last  farewell^  i^hI^  ^ 
tlieni  a  short  and  pathetic 'Exhortation^  emWKeed 
the^ni^  recommended  herself  to  their  prayers^  and 
de{>arted  for  x\utun^  taking  with  her  the  Baron 
of    Thorens  and  his  lady,  her  daughter^  Miss  de 
Brechard^  and  her  young  son  of  the  age  of  foiur- 
Her  third  daughter  was  lately  dead. 


INdad^m  de  Chantal  on  her  arrival  at  Dj 

thotjght  it  a  duty  to  fortify  herself  with  the  * 

^^^  t  he  strong,  against  the  assaults,  which  she  was 

ftoout  to  encounter  from  tenderness  and  conipGi^ 

**^o_,  in  leaving   whatever  was  most  dear  to  her 

"^^^rt.     She  was  not  one  of  those  unteeliog  cha* 

^'^oters,  that  have  stifled  the  sentiment^of  nature^ 

^^    liave  never  experienced  ^them ;  she  knew  that 

S^^^^lJIl^    without    condemning    such    impressions, 

^^itigs  them  under  proper  restraint.     She  was  a 

daughter,  and  a  mother;  she  felt  for  a  father, 

^bo  had  ever  loved  her  with  peculiar  tenderness. 
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8pire.  She  had  for  ber  children  all  ||jpt  affectioOj 
of  which  the  tender  heart  of  a  goodg{|pl>ther  is  sus- 
ceptible ;  they  were  entitled  tQ^  bji^egard;  tbeii 
personal  accomplishments  wer%<ieitriking, ,  the} 
were  well-bred,  they  had  been  brought  up^  undei 
her  ejan;  she  had  carefully  formed  them  ito  habits 
of  Tiiipe.  Such  bonds  of  union  are  not  broken 
without  extreme  violence;  nature  testifies  a  re- 
pugBtoce^  the,  finest  feelings  of  the  human  heart 
are  roused.  How  painful  are  such  occurrences^ 
how  difficult  are  such  sacrifices  in  the  design^ 
how  severe  in  the  execution ! 

'Sffhe  first  object  which  presented  itself  to  her 
"sjjffl  on  entering  the  house  of  the  President^  heF 
i^ll^^  was  her  only  son^  who  bathed  in  tears 
librevr'biins^lf  ^I'^^ut  her  neck;  beheld  her  some 
time  in  that  attitude^  while  his  words  and  actions 
4)(nitributed  to  excite  the  most  tender  emotions. 
This  virtuous  mother  received  his  caresses  with 
her  usual  feeling  ;  she  however  possessed  strength 
of  mind  t0  console  him,  she  dried  up  his  tearsj 
herself  prepared  to  shew  marks  of  sensibility. 
Overpowered  as  she  was^  she  still  had  courage'  to 
proceed  and  take  leave  of  her  father.  Her  son 
redoubled  his  efforts  to  detain  her;  and  not  beiqg 
able  to  succeed^  he  threw  himself  across  the  thres* 
hold  of  the  door^    by  which  she;  had  to  pasi^ 
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"  TVly  dear  mother/'  exclaimed  ^.j^Ci  ^'  I  am  too 
weak  to  stop* you;  but  at  least  jBhall  it  be  said, 
thrft  jou  have  stepped  over  the  body  of  your  soo^ 
ill  order  to  ab9.ndon  faim  "  A  spectacle  so  moving 
restrained  her  step^i;  the  tears,  which  she  had  hi- 
therto <?hecked^  now  flowed  in  abundance;  but 
the  superior  force  of  grace  gained  .the  ascends^nt 
over  the  feelings  of  nature.      She  passed  oyer  the  ' 
body  of  her  dear  son^  and  pressed  on  to  throw 
herself  at  the  feet  of  her  father^  whom  she  en- 
treated to  bless  her,  and  to  take  care  of  her  son^ 
whom  she  left.     Whatever  time  the  President  had 
spent  in  preparing  for  this  melancholy  separation^* 
he  was  yet  unequal  to  the  pressure  of  the  emer- 
gency ;  he  received  his  daughter  with  tears  in  his 
^es,  and  such  a  degree  of  heart-rending  grief^  gi 
cndai^red  his  life.     He  embraced  his  daughter^ 
And  raising  to  heaven  his  eyes  streaming  with 
tears,  he  exclaimed :  ^^  O  my  God  1  what  a  sacri- 
fice do  you  demand !  But  it  is  your  will ;  I  there* 
fore  offer  to  you  this  dear  child;  receive  and 
Comfort  an  aged  parent.*'      He  afterwards  gave 
tier  his  blessing,  raised  her  up  and  embraced  her> 
Wt  he  had  not  strength  to  attend  her  to  the  door. 
She  left  his  apartment  alone,  and  found  a  great 
company  in  attendance  of  relatives,  friends,  do- 
iwstics,  all  melted  in  tears.     This  was  another 
^ral  to  encounter ;  but  she  supported  it  wit!>,mrh 
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firmness^  thai  ilKolIecting  she  had  been  obiiuiiM^ 
to  shed  tears^  ttnd  fearing  that  her  sensibility^ 
might  be  ascribed  to  a  wrong  motive^  she  tumei^^ 
to  her  company^  and  said  with  a  serene  yoice  ^\ 
"  You  must  pardon  my  weakness ;  I  leave  ai^K-  a 
aged  parent  and  my  son  for  ever;  but*  I  shalK'  11 
find  God  in  aU  places."  She  then  departed^  an^^  id 
arrived  safe  at  Annery,  accompanied  by  thehoh  Jy 
Bishop  and  the  most  considerable  persons  of  tb  .^mt 
city,  who  attended  her  from  respect,  for  the  spac  -=c 
of  two  leagues.  She  spent  several  days  in  confc 
rences  with  her  holy  director,  concerning  th^ 
means  of  speedily  carrying  their  enterprise  inl 

'execution;   after  this  she  conducted  Madam  d( 
Thorens  to  her  husband,  and  remained  with  ht^^^ 
as  long  as  it  was  judged  necessary  to  instruct  hec^  '^ 

in  the  art  of  managing  her  domestic  concerns. 


As  soon  as  Madam  de  Chantal  was  returned  ic^  -^ 
Annecy,  Miss  Favre  and  Miss  de  Brechard,  whc^^  ^^ 
had  repaired  thither,  paid  her  a  visit,  and^b^gef^^^ 
to  be  received  as  her  first  daughters.  She  com-*--^  -*"" 
plied  with  their  request  on  the  testimony  of  thi^^  ^ 
holy  prelate,  who  had  already  given  them  his 
probation.  Every  thing  was  "now  ready  for  tl 
festival  of  Pentecost,  at  which  time  the  establish- 
ment was  to  commence,  when  an  unforeseen  acci*  — 
deiMiietarded  their  Operations.     A*  lady,  who  had  ^^ 
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'cngs^gdd  her  word  to  the  hglf  pi^I4]if  t6  join  the 
compaiiy^  and  who  had  cootractiBd  fof  the  bouse 
in  which  thej  were  to  fix  their  abode^  ftltemi  her 
pui*pose;  she  was  dismajed  with  the .  greatness  of 
tbe  enterprise^  whiph  she  now  considered  aboVe 
lier  strength.     She  listened  to  the  su^estions  of 
lit&nian  prudence^  which  in  this  CQi|i^ai  had  beea 
so  little  consulted;  conBdeuce  in  04i  and  a  com- 
plete abandonment  to   His  Providence^  were  not 
exaxtly  congenial  to  her  feelings.     It  was  unques* 
tionabljr  a  mark  of  the  Divine  protection^  that 
this  lady  receded  from  her  engagements;  the  in-* 
Constancy  of  her  mind  would  have  excited  embar- 
rassment;   in  the  infancy  of  such  aji  institute^ 
pure  and  courageous  souls  only  ware  to  be  se* 
lected ;  souls  capable  of  encountering  the  contra^ 
dictions  of  men,  divested  of  worldly  and  inter- 
ested views,  and  n^ady  to  embark  in  any  enter- 
prise for  the  Glory  of  God.     Madam  de  Chantal 
ftirnished  a  very  diflfercnt  example  of  disinterest- 
edness OB  this  trying  occasion.     Though  she  had 
not  yet  made  a  vow  of  poverty,  which  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  institute  was  not  in  the  immediate 
contemplation  of  the  founder,  she  thought  it  a 
duty  in  laying  the  foundation  of  such  a  work,  to 
afford  to  her  neighbour  a  fresh  example  of  disin- 
terested conduct^  and  to  her  religious  daughters 
*  perfect  model  of  disengagement  from  the  world. 
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She  consulted  the  bolv  prelate  on  the  suli^er 

and  48  disnterestedness  wais  a  Tery  striking  in 

in  lii»  cbaraeter,  be  at  the  time  that  he  was  de 

titiite  of  resources  for  his  new  design,  approV 

her  -plan  of  stripping  herself  of  all  her  effects  ai 

even  of  her  jointure  in  favour  of  her  chilAren^  ai 

of  contentiatt -herself  with  a  pension,  which  b 

brother  the  Archbishop  of  Bourges,  engaged 

paj.      This  action  was  received  with  as   ma 

censure  as  applause.     The  advocates  of  pietj  a 

mired  the  disinterestedness  of  Madam  de  Cha 

tal;  but  the  votaries  of  the  world,  who  fonc 

censure  Vhat  they  have  not  courage  to  undertal 

talked  loudly  of  the  imprudence  of  forming  a  rel 

gious  establishment  without  resources.     The  ho 

prelate  acknowledged,  that  in  a  human  view 

the  subject,   the' work  was  of  this  descriptioi 

but  he  aever  designed  to  raise  the  fabric  of  t\ 

Order  bf  the  Yisitatidh  on  the  basis  of  hums 

prudMce.  *  Success    justified  his    conduct;   ai 

fullj  demobstrated,    that  God   superintAids  tl 

concerns  of  thMe,  who  rely  implicitly  on  H 

PiSovid^nCe;    0A  that  even   inv:^this  world,  H 

fometim^  bestows  wealth   on  those,  who  ha^ 

left  all  things  to  follow  Him. 

Ih  theilinean  time  as  difficulties  served  rather  i 
rouse  the  activity  than  to  depress  the  spirits  of  tl 
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faoljr  [AreUte^  yvhmk  the  glory  of  God  wai'  eta- 

# 

Ci^rned^  he  completed  the  contract  made^Jfj^^he 
lady  with  respect  to  the  house  of  which  welMve 
sp^^en;  he  there.. provided  a  chapel  and  regular 
officer  necessary  to  a  community^  and  madeiaU 
pre.vioua :  arrangements  to  perform  the  ceremony 
of  the  foundation  pn  the  festival  of  the  'Holy 
Trinity^  Qn  the  eve  of  that  day^  which  l«4-i>eeh 
«o.  much  the  object  of  the  longing  (iMirea«  of 
Madam  de  Ghantal  and  her  companions^  ^h|»4ioly 
widow  experienced  so  violent  a  temptaMbn  to 
abandon  her  design,  that  she  was  in  imminent 
dai^r  of  yielding  to  the  suggestion.  The  bitter 
p|  grief  of  her  father  and  of  her  father-in-law,  of 
her  son^  of  her  relatives,  and  of  so  many  other 
rj  persons  who  stood  in  need  of  her  assistance,  and 
to  whom  she  was  now  to  become  weless,  presented 
'tself  to  her  mind,  and  roused  all  the  ftelings  of 
^^r  heart.  Even  her  conscience  inflicted  a  #ting, 
^<3id  reproached  her  with  extreme  inhumant^ 
^^A  with  a  conduct  odious  to  God  tiNl  man^  hi 
'^^ving  abandoned  a  father  oqir4)ie  verge  of-^  Iffioi^ ,. 
^?id  her  young  ^ildren,  who  so  |puch  called  for 
uer  maternal  services.  All  that  had  been  alleged 
*>y  the  Archbishop  to  divert  her  from  her  design, 
How  appeared  incontestable ;  and  she  thought  she 
read  her  own  condemnation  in  that  pas«|ge  of  ^Mi*^ 
Holy  Scripture,    which  treats  those  as  infidel8> 
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wlttlfatbaiidoD  their    family  and   their  childfen- 
IjMjlllijI^  the  three  hours  that  this  Tiolent  temp* 
ttfrnMasted^  a  situation  more  easily  concaved, 
than  described^  she  could  imagine  no  groond^ 
which   could  justify  the   engagement    she  was 
ahofftnto  form.     In  this  overwhelming  distress  of 
miiijl^  she  applied  to  God^  capresented  tp  Him, 
tbati^lhp  had  taken  no  step  but  with  a  view   to 
plei^^'Min)^  and  totally  to  belong  to  Him^  that 
thif^Wtf  her  solefnotive;  that  this  was  perfectly 
well  Ipiown  to  Him^  who  saw  the  inmost  recesses 
of  the  soul.     She  then  begged  Him  to  enlighten 
her  mind,  not  to  permit  her  to  be  deceived  in  an 
affair  of  this  moment^  and  not  to  reject  an  inno- 
cent soul  that  sought  Him  alone^  and  threw  her-- 
self  into  His  arms.     The  Father  of  mercies^  the 
God  of  all  Qonsiiition  heard  her  prayer,  and  dif- 
fused Ofpr  4ier  soul  such  a  portion  of  light,   of 
comwlBfaon  and  joy,  that  she  entertained  no  fat^ 

trdoubt  that  her  intended  sacrifice  w^  accep" 
le.     It^thus  that  the  greatest  Saints  are  sub' 
•   jjnpl  to  irial,  mi  that  God  sometimes  permvt^> 
*  ttrin  the  instan||t  of  Job,  the  en4|iy  of  our  salr^' 
J  tion  to  make  such  efforts,  as  would  prove  irresis**' 
,       ble,  were  our  weakness  to  remain  unsupp#rt^^ 
with  grace^from  above.     Our  inborn  pride  is  nOt 
.^tjMt^  suHked  without  such  trials;  and  we  should 
JfWver  be  sufficiently   convinced;  how  much  tlt^ 
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work  of  our  salifntion  dq>end8  on  QoA,  if  ouf 
experience  did  not  dailj  inform  .jus^  tbak-Mng 
next  to  nothing  in  the  order  of  nature^  we  mn 
still  less  in  that  of  grace.  But  it  is  thus  that  an 
humble  and  faithful  prayer  is  never  rejected^  and 
that  the  succour  of  heaven  is  never  denied  to  those^ 
who  ask  for  it  with  a  contrite  and  humble  heart. ' 


.    r 


*  It  was  therefore  on  the  sixth  of  June,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten.  on  the 
festivals  of  the  Blessed  Trinity  and  of  St.  Claud, 
which  that  year  occurred  on  the  same  day,  that 
Madam  de  Cbantal^  Miss  Favre  and  Miss  de 
Brecfaard^  under  the  direction  of  St.  Francis  of 
Sales^  began  the  establishment  of  the  Order  Of 
the  Visitation ;  a  new  institute^  but  useful  in  the 
extreme  to  the  public^  in  coHs^uence  of  the 
practice  of  receiving  widows  and  infirm  persons, 
of  the  little  regard,  which  is  there  paid  \m  riches 
^d  birth,   and   of  the  sole  consideration  which 

• 

^  there  shewn  to  virtue  and  a  vocation  from  God. 
'I'he  holy  Bishop,  after  hearing  their  eonfe$siont 
^nd  administeriff^  the  holy  communion,  gave  them 
fules  fiill  of  discretion  and  mildness,  which  he 
"^  drawn  up  for  the  purpose,  and  addressed  to 
them  an  exhortation  on  the  fidelity  with  which 

'^  ■■■■■  .  I.IMI  I  ^1  ■■■«<I»|W 

*  Mauuas;.      Part  II. 
l^OL     II.  X 
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t)iey  were  to  reduce  them  to  practice.      He  spokfi 
ill  teems  of  commendation  on  the  contempt  whicl^ 
tbejr  bad  shewn  for  the  worlds  and  on  the  happi-* 
■esa  which  they  were  going  to  enjoy  in  belong! 
intftrely  to  God^    and   promised   them  peace 
hmri,    that  peace,    which   God  alone  can  giv^c 
A$. he  believed  it:  more  advantageous  to  the  public 
io  give  them  the  liberty  of  going  abroad  for  t  lie 
service  of  the  sick,  than  to  shut  them  up,    lie 
epgoined    enclosure    only    during    the    year    of 
their  noviciate.     He  required  no  alteration  in  the 
form  of  the  dress,  whicb  they  had  worn  in  tb« 
warld,  contenting,  himself  with  ordering,  that  it 
^ould  be  black,  and  that  the  rules  of  the  strictest 
diodesty  should  be  observed  in  that  article.    He 
introduced  but  few  corporal  austerities ;  his  desigo^ 
which  was  to  provide  a  receptacle  for  the  infino 
end  persons  of  delicate  frames,  did  not  admit  oi 
great  rigours.     But  to  compensate  for  the  mild- 
ness  of  the  institute,  he  prescribed  a  life  so  iDte* 

• 

?ior,  so  detached  from  worldly  views,"  and  so  n- 

• 

gorously  uniform ;  he  subjected  them  to  a  disCi" 
pline  so  nicely  aaet ;  he  found  occupation  for  ^ 
their  time  of  so  holy  a  nature;  he  gave  so  much  ^ 
the  \spii!Jt  and  so  little  to  the  body,  tliat  efbn  ^ 
thi^  period  .many  persons  consider  their  mode  4^^ 
life,  as  more  replete  with  mortificatioo,  tbo^ 
orders  of  a  more  austere  nature. 
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[be  mean  time  tbe  sweetnesf  and  sanctity  of 
manners^  the  Christian  simplicity^  tbe  per* 
larity  which  reigned  among  them^  in  a  short 
sittraeted  to  a  kind  of  life  so  rational  and 
t^  a  great  number  of  holy  daughters^  vbo 
sed  of  the  courage  to  relinquish  tbe  world* 
tot  strength  to  undei^o  great  corporal  aMft- 
8.     Madam  de  Chantal  during  the  single 
)f  her  noviciate^  received  not  less  than  teA 
IS ;  a  considerable  number  for  a  rising  in*- 
^  which-  had   scarcely    assumed  a  regular 
The  holy  prelate   never  ceased  to   bless 
for  the  progress  of  his  work^  and  to  draw 
it  new  favours,  by  bis  daily  efforts  to  bring 
perfection.  Tbe  contradictions  and  untoward 
^nts,  which  he  experienced  in  the  bc^nning, 
di'pressed  his  hopes;    and  in  the  mid;it  of 
lost  trying  diflTiculties  which  occurred,   be 
ften  heard  to  say:  ''  I  have  a  confident  hope 
the  God  of  our « fathers  will  multiply  our 
iters  as  the  stars  of  heaven  and  tbe  sands  of 
ia.*'     It  may  safely  be  pronounced,  that  bis 
I  were  not  disappointed;*    for   some  years 
DOW  elapsed,    since  one  hundred  and  fifty 
s  of  tbe   Order   of  tbe   Visitation  existed^ 

r 

—  1  >     ■  ■     ■     I       I  ■      ■         I     ,■  .     .iw  »    ,,,     ,,im<         *  .,1  ,  — 

*  Thib  wa8  writteu  in  the  }ear  1699. 
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containing  more  than  six  thousand  six  hundri 
reh'gious  women. 

The  period  of  Madam  de  Chantal's  professi( 
being  now  arrived,  she  wrote  to  the  holy  prelal 
who  was  at  that  time  at  the  Castle  of  Sales ;  e 
pressing  to  him  the  holy  impatience,  which  si 
felt  to  complete  her  sacrifice,  and  to  give  hersi 
irrevocably  to  God  ;  her  language  was  full  of  ft 
vour  and  feeling,  and  the  historian  of  her  actioi 
judges  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  preserve  t 
expression  of  her  letter.  *  ''  When  will  th 
happy  day  approach,  my  Lord,  on  which  I  am 
make  an  irrevocable  offering  of  myself  to  my  Go- 
His  goodness  has  filled  me  with  so  uncommon  ai 
80  ardent  a  feeling  of  the  happy  grace  of  belon 
ing  to  Him,  that  if  the  vehemence  of  this  desi 
continues,  it  will  overpower  my  existence.  B 
what  am  I  saying  ?  I  am  depreciating  the  exa 
lence  of  the  Divine  gift  by  the  weakness  of  r 
Expressions.  O  how  painful  is  it  to  an  arde 
love  to  perceive  this  barrier  between  ourselves  ai 
the  object  of  our  wishes !  All  the  world  would  c 
of  love  towards  this  amiable  God,  if  I  could  gi 
an  adequate  description  of  the  sweetness  to 
found  in  loving  Him.*'  From  these  sentiments 
'  _      ■- '     •  ■■■      ,     ■ 

*  AbridgemeBt  of  her  life.     Man  pas.     Part  II. 
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Mstdam  de  Chantal  yet  in  her  noviciate^  anesti- 
ma-te  may  be  formed  of  the  height  of  perfectipo^ 
>^Viicb  she  afterwards  attained,  and  of  the  happi- 
ness to  be  found  in  loving  God^  and  in  exclu- 
*  siv^ly  pursuing  His  interests.  Accordingly  the 
ht>ly  prelate  was  so  affected  with  this  letter,  that 
he  1(eft  his  pursuits  to  proceed  in  order  to  examine 
her  and  her  two  companions,  and  admitted  them 
to  t;heir  pro&^ssion. 

In  a  very  short  time  after,  the  President  Frc- 
^iot,  the  father  of  Madam  de  Chantal,  died  at 
I^ijon.     The  holy  prelate,  who  in  him  lost  one  of 
his  dearest  friends,  acquainted  her  with  the  me- 
lancholy event.     She  was  afflicted  with  the  live- 
liest sensations  of  sorrow,  as  she  could  jiot  refrain 
from  reproaching  herself  with  having  hastened  the 
hand  of  death,  by  abandoning  him  in  the  decline 
of  life.     The  situation  in  which  her  youthful  son 
"^as  placed  by  this  event,  a  young  man  of  pro- 
mising hopes,  whom  she  had  left  with  her  father, 
induced  the  holy  prelate  to  think,  that  a  journey 
^o    Burgundy    was    to   her    indispensable.      She 
obeyed    his   injunctions    and  instantly    departed, 
accompanied  by  the  Mother  Favre,  and  the  Baroa 
de  Thorens,    her  son-in-law.     During  the   four 
months  that  she  was  engaged  in  this  journey,  she 
adjusted  the  affairs  of  her  family  with  a  degree  of 
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inrudpnce,  which  excited  general  admiration,  tp 
pointed  a  governor  for  her  son^  placi^l  bim  in  ai 
academy^  and  then  returned  to  Annecy.  She  im 
mediately  resumed  her  exercises  of  piety^  ,and  « 
charity  towards  her  neighbour  with  redouble 
fervour;  besides  the  interior  and  domestic  prac 
tices  of  the  convent,  she  every  day  went  hersel 
attended  with  one  or  two  of  her  companions,  i 
visit  the  sick,  to  solace  and  serve  them  with  a  d- 
gree  of  zeal,  which  could  originate  only  in  it 
most  ardent  charity.  Nothing  could  damp  h 
pious  ardour,  not  the  most  di^^ustiog  and  coi 
tagious  illness,  not  the  peevish  and  froward  di 
position  of  the  sick,  not  the  continual  dange 
to  which  she  was  exposed.  Hf  r  pious  attendaa 
seconded  her  efforts  with  a  share  of  zeal,  whic 
yielded  only  to  that  with  which  she  was  inflames 
and  there  subsisted  among  tliem  a  holy  emulati^ 
in  undertaking  tbo  meanest  offices,  and  such 
were  the  most  laborious  and  the  most  repugns 
to  human  nature.  The  Mother  de  Chantal,  m 
all  other  occasions  meek  and  bumble,  then  m 
sumed  the  character  of  a  Superior ;  always  reaa 
to  yield  to  others  she  never  courted  pre«en^ 
nence,  but  when  suflferings  and  danger  were  to  I 
enconntered.  The  holy  prelate,  far  6r^m  anima 
ing  the  vehemence  of  her  «eal,  was  solely  attenCt" 
to  restrain  it  within  due  bounds;  as  she  viewi 
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•'^•ws  Christ  in  the  persons  of  the  poor,  ^h^ 
thought  that  she  never  did  enough  for  the  al- 
l^^^atioa  of  their  distress. 


^o  much  bodilj  and  mental  exertion  at  length 
^^scbsiusted  the  strength  of  the  Mother  de  Cbantal ; 
<>^t.ijre  sunk  under  that  pressure  of  fatigue,  wbi^ 
's^.^^tjid  have  overpowered  the  most  robust  conati* 
tAJilicn ;  she  fell  into  a  dangerous  illness,  and  God 
permitted  that  this  pious  Order^  ^hich  was  ^ 
finned  as  an  as^him  for  the  infirm,  should  be  go- 
verned by  a  foundress,  who,  by   her.  own  e^qn^ 
rience,  might   learn  to  compassionate  tlie  infic* 
mities  of  her  daughters,  and  formr  them  by  h^ 
-example  to  that  tenderness  and  charity,  so  neces- 
^^ry  for  the  alleviation  of  the  sick.     She  suffered 
^^  a  great  length  of  time,  disorders  of  so  violeiot 
ft&d  BO  concealed  a  nature,  that  the  remedies,  far 
from  assuaging  her  pain,  servM  only  to  iocreaae 
<t-       The  holy  prelate,  who  considered  her  as  the 
^^pport  of  his   infant  establishment,  omitted  op 
^esMs  to  promote  the  restor^^tion  of  her  health. 
•    ^he  most  skilful  physicians  from  all  quarters  weie 
^n^ployed;  but,  instead  of  removing  the  disorder, 
^^y  were  scarcely  acquainted  with  its  cause.     Ib 
^'^  state  of  distress,  when  all  human  aoeaas  bad 
f^Vived   unavailing    and  had  been  discootioiiedj 
^^,  who  wounds    and    who  heals^  who  takci^ 


I'* . 
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away  and  who  restores  life,  whenever  He  pleaSR^  ^^ 
blessed  her  with  returning  health.     Her  slate  ^^\ 
convalescence  was  long;  but  she  finally Tecoven 
her  strength. 


As  soon  as  she  was  enabled  to  resume  her  e 
ployment,  she  formed  the  design  of  changing  he 
house.  The  number  of  her  daughters  had  in 
creased  to  that  degree^  that  the  house  furnisheC^ 
by  the  holy  prelate,  was  become  too  small  fom 
their  accommodation.  Every  circumstance  ap- 
peared friendly  to  her  design;  the  most  importanir 
services  which  she  and  her  companions  perform 
for  the  public,  naturally  tended  to  conciliat^^ 
favour.  But  it  often  happens  by  an  appeara 
of  fatality,  for  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  assi 
any  adequate  reason,  that  the  most  useful  ente; 
prises  are  crossed ;  God  permits  these  events  t^ 
shew  us,  that  neither  force,  wisdom  nor  obstacle 
can  obstruct  the  execution  of  His  designs.  T 
holy  prelate  and  the  Mother  de  Chantal,  expe 
eqced  on  this  occasion,  thfe  opposition  of  the  publ 
and  of  individuals ;  even  their  Sovereign  was  hoi 
tile  to  their  views ;  a  general  spirit  of  coutradi 
tion  arose;  and  as  he  himself  writes  to  one  of  h 
friends,  they  had  to  undergo  cruel  indigoiti 
The  patience  and  the  prudence  of  the  holy  prela 
overcame  these  obstacles ;  and  he  had  at  le: 
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r  satisfaction  to  see  the   first  Convent  of  the 
\^i  citation    begun    and    completed    at    Annecy. 
reputation  of  the  daughters  of  the  Visita* 
began  at  this  period  to  be  very  generally  diP- 
fiJt^s^d;  the  exalted  opinion  which  was  entertained 
oi^    l:he  sanctity  and  the  enlightened  spirit  of  the 
fovaikler^  of  the  foundress  and  of  the  daughters, 
formed  by  their  tuition'^  induced  several  cities  to 
rc^quest  the  honour  of  building  houses  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  Order.     It  was  not  possible 
ao    soon  after  their  establishment  to  satisfy  such 
reii:erated  demands ;  it  would  have  been  the  direct 
nietbod  to  ruin^  or  at  least  to  weaken  in  the  highest 
degree^  the  interior  spirit  of  the  institute,  to  have 
diffused  it  so  rapidly  before  it  had  acquired  suffi- 
cient strength.  ''  Let  us  give  from  our  abundance,^ 
said  the  lu^ly  prelate  on  this  occasion,  "  but  let  us 
be  careful  not  to  exhaust  the  source  by  dividing  it 
into  so  manv  rivulets,  before  it  has  been  allowed 
time  to  fill.' 

In  the  mean  time  be  was  unable  to  resist  the 
^olitnlatioDs    of   the   Cardinal  de   Marquemoat^ 
'Vchbisfaop  of  Lyons^  a  prelate  of  singular  merit, 
^<^  his  intimate  friend.     That  distinguished  per- 
sonage desired  to  have  in  that  city  a  house  of  the 
vintalion;  he  wrote  to  the  holy  prelate  on  the 
^ject^  and  supported  his  request  with  such  ear* 
as  induced  him  to  consent  to  the  pro* 
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posal.  The  Cardioal  instantly  dispatched  a  ca 
riage  with  one  of  his  Almoners^  to  conduct  tl 
Mother  de  Chantal  to  Lyons.  She  departed  fro 
Annecy  the  tweipty-6fth  day  of  January,  in  t 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  Bfteen,  n( 
withstanding  the  seTerity  of  the  season  and  t 
weakness  of  her  health,  accompanied  by  i 
Mothers  Favre^  de  Chatel^  and  de  Blonay;  a 
arrived  at  Lyons^  the  first  day  of  February,  t 
eve  ef  the  purification.  They  alighted  at  t 
bouse  which  Madam  d'Auxerre,  the  foundre 
had  prepared  in  Beiiecourt,  where  this  lady  i 
ceived  them  with  joy  proportioned  to  her  ardo 
to  entertain  such  guests.  The  Cardinal  on  t 
leiy  day  paid  a  visit  to  the  Mother  de  Chants 
after  affording  her  a  thousand  demonstrations 
the  esteem  and  consideration,  which  he  had  i 
ber  merit,  he  appointed  an  hour  on  the  followii 
day  for  performing  in  person  the  c^'reniony  of  th 
foundation,  and  he  executed  his  intention  with 
puossible  solemnity.  Madam  d'Auxerre  enter 
•that  same  day  on  her  noviciate.  She  was  possess 
«f  conuderable  property;  but  her  relations  d 
pleased  at  her  plan  of  retirement,  ordered  h 
effects  to  be  seized,  and  affected  to  contest  h 
claim  to  her  own  possessions.  She  had  recoui 
to  the  protection  of  the  Cardinal;  but  that  i 
source  did  not  remove  the  sufiierifligs,  which  t 
astaUisbment  had  to  endure.    The  pjiudenee 
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4be  Mfllfaer  de  Chwtd  wafs  of  ^n^at  assbfance  to 
"hot  IB  dRs  ifistressHig:  ntumtion ;  at  l<»i^:tb  fibe  ns 
^tonei  Bmr,  Imit  il  w«s  iH«t  till  At  kid  borne 
«^fliy  fiperifs  €f  inonQTeQience,  with  sueli  pttience 
^uid  nmbrsi^  «i  proired  a  fource  of  great  rdi- 
ficaiioo  to  the  iPTm  Touor  vavices,  wtioiii  she 
lutd  gpceiwd.  Nine  months  pasipd  in  this  man- 
■Mr;  at  the  cad  of  which  she  appointed  the  Mother 
Fajvre  the  napenor,  and  the  Mother  de  Blonaj 
-nsstginnt  aad  liitrgjs  of  the  nonces;  after  which 
nhe  OTJMitJ  to  AnoecT. 

m 

Tin  «Us  pniod,  the  Order  of  the  Vi^itatioa 
hwi  moft  assumed  the  reeu'^r  form.  Iw  which  it  is 
at  this  tinie  distinguished ;  sinipte  tows  ooIt  were 
fliaie ;  the  dress  wass  not  ditferent  fri>in  that  worn 
in  the  world  except  for  its  extivnK'  modestr;  eiK'lo- 
tore  was  not  obseired,  the  interior  practices  were 
not  precitft  if  what  the\  no\%  are,  in  a  Mord,  the 
Visitation  did  not  bear  the  title  of  a  reli£:i<»us 
otder^  bat  of  a  congregation.  The  Cardinal  of 
MarquemoDt^  though  he  held  in  the  highest  es- 
timation^  tht-  founder  aitd  the  foundress,  was  the 
first  who  tiiougfat  that  a  citange  s!:ouid  be  made 
tn  the  original  form  of  the  institute.  He  was  ap- 
pfeheasive  that  after  their  death,  it  might  decline 
from  its  first  fervour;  that  the  libertr  which 
^^ters  had  of  going  abroad,  mi^ht  lead  to 
f^laritjr  and  disorder;  and  that  :$imple  vowa  did 
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not  form  a  bond  sufficiently  strong  to  restrain  th- 

inconstancy  of  the  human  heart.     On  this  inter 

esting  subject  he  wrote  to  the  holy  prelate  and  t« 

the  Mother  de   Chantal,    and  observed,  that  ii 

order  to  establish  their  institute  on  a  permanen. 

basis,  he  judged  it  absolutely  necessary  to  requir 

enclosure,  to  oblige  their  daughters  to  make  s(i 

lemnvows;   in  a  word  he  thought  they  shouU 

form  their  congregation   into  a  religious  order- 

and  for  that  pqipose  he  offered  to  employ  bis  ere 

dit  and  his  solicitations  in  negotiating  the  busines 

with   the  Pope.      Whatever  deference   the   hoi 

prelate  invariably  shewed  to  the  opinions  of  othc: 

men,  and  in  particular  to  those  of  the  Cardina- 

he  could  not  immediately  close  with  this  propose 

tion.     The  care  of  the  sick,  and  of  the  distressed 

the  alleviation  of  the  poor,  the  exterior  works  ic 

charity  appeared  to  him  so  essentially  interwoven 

with  the  Order  of  the  Visitation,  that  he  thougk 

it  would  be  the  means  of  perverting  its  spirit,  M 

place  his  daughters  under  the  inability  of  praM 

tising  them,  by  requiring  enclosure.     To  this  pu 

port  be  wrote  to  the  Cardinal,  and  informed  h 

Eminence  in  express  terms,   that  in  establishing 

the  Order  of  the  Visitation  he  had  kept  in  vie^ 

two  forms  of  life  of  a  very  opposite  cast,  of  whic- 

one  was  framed  by  the   model  of  Martha,  an^ 

tvhich  is  devoted  to  objects  of  charity;  and  tb^ 
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other,  by  the  example  of  Magdalen,    which  is 
to  repose  and  contemplation  ;  that  his  design 
been  to  unite  them  in  proportions,  so  nicelj 
aclj  usted,     that    without    interfering  with    each 
atli^r,  they  might  afford  a  mutual  support;  that 
his    daughters  in  labouring  for  their  own  sanctiB- 
csi.'tbi^n,  might  at  the  same  time  promote  the  com- 
fort and  salvation  of  their  neighbours;  that  it  was 
a'pparent,  that  by  insisting  on  enclosure,  an  essen- 
tia.1    part  of  the  institute  would  be  destroyed;  that 
tliuis  his  daughters  would  be  confined  to  the  con- 
tennplative  life ;   that  their  good  example  and  their 
cha,ritaWe  endeavours,  would  be  withdrawn  from 
their  neighbours;  and  that  they  would  themselves 
lose  the  opportunity  of  practising  those  works  so 
n^iich  recommended  in  the  Gospel;  that  on  these 
grounds   he  begged  his    Eminence  to  rest  satis- 
fi^cJ^    that  affairs  should   remain  in  the  present 
situation. 

T*lieCardinal  having  received  this  answer,  was  of 

^P**:iion,  that  he  should  forward  the  business  more 

^fltectually  by  a  personal  interview,  than  by  letter. 

^^ith  this  design  he  repaired  to  Annecy;  there 

th^y  held  several  conferences  on  the  subject,  at 

'^^ich  the  Mother  de  Chantal  often  assisted.     At 

^^tigth  the  holy  prelate  yielded,  and  gave  his  full 

^^tisent,  that  the  congregation  of  the  Visitation 
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shotf Id  be  formed  into  a  reH^iou.s  order.     In  €ctti 
S4quen(.^  of  this  resolution^  the  Cardinal  deer 
it  expedient^  that  the  liol^r   prelate  should  niaki 
choice  of  one  of  the  rules  approved  by  the  Church 
and  frame  a  code  of  constitutions;  which  the  coi 
gr^ation  of  the  Visitation  should  enga§^  to  foi 
low   with   exactness,    and   which  should   subje 
every  thing,  even  the  minutest  practices  to  rul 

he  undertook  to   obtain  the  approbation  of  tl »< 

Holy   See.      As   soon   as   the   Cardinal  had  le     -:^% 
Annecy,  the  holy  prelate  began  to  compile  tl 


constitutions  of  the  Order.  He  selected  the  ru  3< 
of  St.  Augustine,  as  the  mildest  and  the  b^^^^ 
adapted  to  his  purpose.  Engs^ged  afterwards  : 
framing  the  particular  constitutions  of  the  ne 
institute^  he  recommended  the  affair  to  God  for 
great  lenuth  of  time,  and  begged  all  the  pio 
persons  within  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance 
perform  the  same  office.  Notwithstanding  1^ 
superior  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  an  interi 
and  religious  life,  he  never  chose  to  follow  h 
own  lights;  he  collected  the  constitutions  of  di 
ferent  ocdt^rs  with  a  view  to  appropriate  to  h 
pwn^  whatever  might  best  suit  his  purpose.  B 
be  principally  fornied  his  work  by  the  model  oft 
constitutioiis  followed  by  the  society  of  the  Jesuits 


See  the  JNutc,  ^.  27^9  «t  »eq.  of  the  t'orui^r  voluj 
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admired  the  plait  and  order  of  that  memorable 
;  he  was  struck  at  the  justness^  the  discretions 
exactness  which  marked  those  constitutions, 
^ell  as  at  the  singular  foresight^  which  enabled 
c^  holy  founder,  not  to  omit  the  least  circiini* 
^i:mce,  calculated  to  promote  piety  in  an  Order> 
rined  for  such  different  employments^  and  al* 
%3rs  intent  on  promoting  the  salvation  of  their 
-i^hbour.  Accordingly  having  read  and  ex* 
riined  with  the  maturest  attention  all  these  diffe- 
constitutions^  he  framed  his  own,  and  began 
general  design,  by  charging  the  daughters  of 
Visitation,  not  only  to  labour  in  promoting 
own  sanctification^  but  that  of  all  persons  of 
te  female  sex,  who  were  not  admitted  to  other 
Hgious  orders. 

I 

The  reason  which  he  assigns  for  this  injunction 
"that  many  women  who  often  receive  a  Divine 
^  J>iration  to  aspire  to  a  religious  life,  are  unable 
execute  their  intentions,  either  on  account  of 
Lv-^nced  years,  infirmities,  or  because  the  weak- 
^^«  and  delicacy  of  their  constitution  prevents 
^m  from  encourttering  the  fasts,  the  abstinences 
^^  other  austerities,  which  are  practised  in  more 
@rc>rous  orders.  He  observes  that  these  persons, 
tc^UgJ]  <^ply  impressed  with  a  contempt  of  the 
^^•■^Idf  possessed  of  courage  to  relinquish  it,  and 
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well  formed  for  an  interior  life^  are  in  consequeDi 
obliged  to  live  in  the  hurry  and  perturbation  of  e: 
temal  affairs^  from  an  inability  to  find  religioi 
bouses  to  receive  them,  and  practices  adapted 
their  peculiar  circumstances;  and  that  it  was  wi'Ain 
this  view  that  he  established  (he  Order  of  the 
sitation.     In  consequence  of  this  general  desig 
he  orders  that  widows  as  well  as  virgins^  may 
received,    provided  they  be  legitimately  release  W 
from  the  care  of  children,  if  they  should  have  a,t^y, 
that  they  have  properly  adjusted  their  affairs^  ai»ci 
that  there  exist  no  ground  of  apprehension  iHa^i 
they  should  be  disturbed  in  their  retirement.     HT^ 
directs  (hat  on  this  delicate  subject^   the  advic:^ 
of  the  Spiritual  Father  and  of  other  discreet  per- 
sons be   taken^    in   order  to   obviate  the  com- 
plaints and  murmurs  of  the  votaries  of  the  world  j 
who  are  ever  disposed  to  blame,  what  they  hav* 
not  courage  to  imitate.     Agreeably  to  this  prin^' 
ciple,  he  consents  to  the  admission  of  those,  w^  1^  ^ 
from  age,  corporal  infirmity,  or  any  similar  defe^*' 
are  restrained  from  entering  other  religious  hous^^' 
provided  these  defec(s  be  compensated  by  a  sou*'^ 
mind  and  a  sdlid  judgment,  a  good  vocation,    ^^ 
ardent  desire  to  belong  to  God,  and  a  strong  A^^' 
position  to  prac(ice  all  their  lives  a  profound  1^ 
Diility,   evangelical  simplici(y,    obedience,   me^ 
ness  and  all  those  Christian  virtues,  the  escerciie? 
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'hieb  is.  connected  solely  with  the  mind  and  the 
^9,rt,  To  this  'general  admission  of  the  infirm 
e  makes  some  exceptions,  arising  froiu  the  caise^ 
^  contagious  disprders,  such  tts  the4eprosyy<an4' 
tbers  which  are;epidemiclJ;  or  in  tiieeyentofi 
ic^h  continual  and  dangerous  ii)ifirmiti6s>  which' 
-Oar  the  patient,  whatever  be  thefervourfjofW; 
^sires,  from  practising  in  anj  manner  the .  ru)^, 
^d  other  exercises  prescribed  in  the  constitutio^As^; 
8  to  those,  who  should  be  afflicted  trith.ftnyiQf? 
^eiie  disorders  after  their  profession,  the  hply  pret-? 
^te  requires  that  they  be  treated  with  constantt 
ttetition ;  that.every  degree  of  kindness  consisflen^ 
^ith  the  rule  should  be  shewn^and  that  "chacily 
v^ciismajed  withr.difficulties> .  or  any  uptoward 
^eot,  should  be  practised. 


[e  likewise  requires  that  aged*  and  infirm  per- 
^Os  be  received  with  less  difliculty,  as  the  first 
-^ign  of  the  Visitation  was  to  serve  the  poor 
^^  the  sick;  and  that  thus  they  should  deem 
^^riigelves  happy  in  an  opportunity  of  exer- 
ting within  their  own  walls  that  cbarttyy  which 
^^ir  enclosure  prevents  thenv  from  displaying  in 
^l>lic.  But  as  it  would  be  impracticable  to:ao^ 
**^plish,  this  object,  if  the  s^ged  and  the  infirm 
^^^'  were  admitted,  the  holy  prelate  moreover 
**"^ct8,  tbatypjuiig  persons  of  a  healthy  and  robust 

>^0L.    II.  Y 
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ConsHtutian  stxHtld  ht  received^    m  order  tbat 
^ite  some  kave  tlie  merit  of  pa4lience^    o^ikers 
may  sanctify  tliemseWes  ll^  the  exercise  of  charity, 
lie  adds  lA»t  Hhe  houses  t>f  the  YiritoAioov  thus 
composed  of  the  healthy  ai«d  the  infirm^  v^it  ex* 
hibit  a  perfects  pictnre  of  the  miptial  feast  of  the 
heavenly  spouse;    to  which  not  only  the  roburt 
and  vigorous  were  in^ited^  hut  the  sick,  the- blind 
and  theliMio.     In  virtue  of  this  precise  ordinance* 
thus  lliid  down  by  the  holy  prelate,  the  widbw^ 
the  aged^  and  the*  infirm  have  never  been<  excluded^ 
from  the  houses  c^  the  Order  of  the  Visitotion; 
In  his  ^'Holif'  YeaVy  he  has  preserved- the^  lives  of 
many  N'uns^    who  having «  been^  admitted   while 
hibouring'  under  many^  bodily  in(ipmities>  and'  even- 
many  great  defects,  therelived  in  a  very  exenipliarp 
manner,  and  made  most  edifying  ends.     He  like- 
wise wishes  it  to  be  oltorty*  understood^  that  in 
the  Order  of  the  Visitation,  the  advantages  o4^ 
hirth^    of  t^Hits  and'  of  superior  endowments^ 
shooM  possess  no>  weight  without  true  huniilitir;. 
and' that  to*  have  any  consideration  in  the  institute, 
bis  daughters  must  necessarily  be*  littlb  in  their 
own  c^,  and'  be  wilKngto  forfeit  all  estimatioo 
in  those  of  their  neighbour;  he  desires  that  tba 
preference  be  given  to  a  po  jr  gjH,  wllo  is  meek 

*  Printed  at  Annecy  iu  l60|^. 
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tad  ImnMe,  before  the  daughter  of  t  Kin^>  tfaat 
tbould  be  devoiii  of  theM  qiiaittiei ;  and  Ae^fMh 
amy  which  be  aatig na  ii)  flNit  a  rdtgioov  lociefy 
d«rfves  fiioiii  thia  latter  description  ot  persona^ 
moch  credit  or  iHueH  diagraee^  agreerfll^f^  to^  the 
.gt)od  or  1^  vocattoo  of  sucfa  ftiemben.  To  the 
present  period  the  Order  of  the  Yisitation  has 
i^eceived  from  i\m  sKiurce^  the  moat  distingtitabcd 
aplendof .  We  have-  tihere  seen^  and  we  contmoe 
te>  witneaa  examptoB^  of  j^rine^gie^  aifd  of  ladies 
ftdm  the-  highest  raidca  of  Iffe^  who  are  distin- 
gaiahfd^  only  by  their  meekness,  their  hnniility^ 
their  patience,  and  bj  the  practice  of  every"  Cteia- 
tian  and  relfgiouff  virtue ;  an  infallible  pi^oof,  that 
God  c^asea  not  to  diffuse  over  this  pioua  Order 
bb  hitavenly  graces  and  benedictiona. 

Tbr  holy  prdate^  having  thus  adjuated  the  ob- 
ject before  him,  began  to  devise  the  meaina  neces- 
sary for  its  attainment.  Wi&  this  view  he  ro^ 
quires^  that  the  houses  of  the  Visitation  should 
be  ewSowed^  and  possess  property  in  common^  in 
order  that  on  one  hand  they  may  ba,ve  means  of 
adniinisteFing  relkf  to  the  in^m^  and  on  tha  other^ 
that  they  may  not  be  di^rted  from  the  practices 
of  a»  interior  life^  by  the  tares'  arising  from  the 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  But  at  the  same 
time  he  raquiHes  that  poverty  be  so  i^igfilly  ob« 
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aehred>  that  tbe  sister^:  are  not  individually :« 
possess  aoy  property^ .  ner  a»y  claim .  te  -  its 
ibr  :whicb  4reafion  heoniains^  that  every  year  t1 
are  to  ^  change*  their  apartn^nts^  their  beds,  tbi  n 

crosses^  their  beads^  tbeir  books^  and  in  genei 
all  that  relates  to  tbe  different  purposes  of  li 
In  one  case  the  apartments  are  excepted^  when  t 
superior  and  the  physician  think  it  not  adviseat:^  1 
solely  frona  motives  of  healtb<^  With  the  exce^ 
:tioo  of  ^iltdr  spoons,  vebieb  are.allowed  for  clett. 
Iines8>  be  absolutely,  forbidsthe  use  of  plate,  l» 
for  the  service  of  the  altar.  .;  To  promote  the  is 
genefal  design,  he  exjempts.the  .Nun&  from  c< 
poml  austerities,  ,\yith  the  exception  -vof ;  tho^< 
which  ai;e  ^errbitted  by  the  constitutions,,  and  t 
number  of  these  ia  inconsiderable;  and  he 
quires  great  attention  on  the  part  of  the  superio 
J9pt  to  toffer,  from  zeal,  uninfluenced  by  discM*' 
tjhpp,:.aQy  cbapge  to  be  made  in  this  particul^L^  ^^ 
But  at  the.  same  time,  vi^ith  respect  to.  tbe.  ex^^  "^ 
gim^  of,  piety,  which  depend  solely  on  tfie  mi  m^^ 
Atid) the  .heart,  he  carriea  matters  to  the  high^^' 
degree  of  perfection.  He  dispenses  the  Ntf^^^-' 
frprn  the  great  ofiic:e>  and  requires,  only  thelittf^ 
pjflSce  of  our  Lady  to.beirecited. ..  Maiiy  n^asoDtfy 
ioo  )oDg  to  rhe  inserted  in  this  place,  are  giiireo  for 
this  isdjulgencd.  It  is*  sufficient  to  observe  that 
tliQ  Holy  See  has  approved  .them  by  granting  ttui 
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dispensation ;  and  ihat  if  this  can  be  considered 
fts  a  defect^  it  is  amp)y  compensated  by  the  medi* 
f  a^iotis^  the  pious  lectures,  the  practices  of  recol- 
Jeotion,  and  the  retreats  which  are  enjoined. 

He  then  enjoins  enclosure  and  the  solemn  vows ; 

^'^  ci  takes  such  •  effectual  precautions  to  enforce 

*"^r  observance,  as  must  ever  excite  admiration^ 

•••   favour  of  his  'wisdom,  prudence  and  piety,     flc 

•"^^^nlatefi  the  exercises    and  the  employment  of 

^*t%tie,  even  for  the  least  observances,  from  an  ap«- 

P^'^hension  that  under  the  pretext  of  omission  or 

^'^'t^rpretation,     novelties    might    be    introduced. 

"^  declares  every  thing  of  this  rfature  extremely 

^Ui^picioiis,  whether  ip  points  of  doctrine  or  of 

P**^ctice,  even  from  a  view  of  higher  perfection; 

"^    demands  that  all  innovation  be  perpetually  ba- 

•^^shed  from  the  Order;  that  the  superiors  should 

in  the  highest  degree  attentive  to  prevent  its 

and  progress,  that  singularities  be  studiously 

^^^ded,  and  that  the  attention  of  the  sisters  be 

^^^  ^fined  to  the  constitutions  and  received  usages. 

"^  regulates  the  dress,  which  was  such  as  is  worn 

^y  the  Nuns  at  this  time,  the  lodging  and  food, 

Wid  every  other  article,  which  was  to  correspond 

^th  their  exterior  appearance,  and  with  the  rules 

of  propriety  and  of  religious  poverty.      Besides 

the  regulations  which  have  been  mentioned,  he 
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frwmi  Msaf  ittbens  nelntiiig  lo  the  mode  «f 
juBtkig  their  ^ORieatic  eoncera^,  of  conductii 
their  elections,  of  formtug  the  cio^yiei^s,  4if 
amining  the  postulstfits^  of  itnpofing  penaoccs, 
Correcting  faults,  and  others,  the  mention 
y9\a€h  (woald  he  too  minute  for  history.  As 
the  interior  of  tine  YisiUiioii,  which  is  a  spii 
of  piety,  of  charity,  of  simplicity  And  of  mee 
oess,  the  account  of  that  may  he  postponed  to  t 
eighth  book,  in  nvhich  we  ahall  tpeak  of  ttw  - 
aptrit,  «f  the  conduct  and  of  the  maxkos  of  th^ 
holy  prelate. 

Wbeo  all  ihkigB  were  thus  adjusted,  tiiere  fe« 
niained  hut  one 'point  for  disouasion,  whidi  was 
however,  of  extreme  importance;  for  the  qu^entioQ 
to  he  determined  was,  whether  a  head,  a  geoenl 
mother  superior,  for  instance,  or  a  superior  ge* 
oeral,  should  he  chosen  to  goyiern  the  Ordsr  of 
the  VisitatiiMi,  or  whether  it  wajst  to  be  sufasnitfcNi 
to  Uie  govftrniBent  of  the  Bishops  and  Ordioarias 
of  the  different  places,    in  which  their  housM 
should  he  situated.     This  business  was  for  a  con- 
piderahie  lengtb  of  tkne  a  subject  of  serious  ddir 
faeration ;  and  the  reasons  job  both  sides  were  so 
foffdlble,  that  a  decision  was  not  soon  formed.     In 
favour  of  the  first  opimon  it  was  alleged,  that 
monasteries  situated  in  so  many  different  cities. 
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{NToviuces  aod  kiligdoms,  would  iidver  be  enabled 

to  maifitejn  between  tbemselves  a  cordial  and  per« 

Riaaent  union,  witbout  the  tnter^sitton  of  a  chief; 

that  all  political^  <ecd€8iastical  and  religious  bo** 

d[»es^   liad  adopted  no  other  expedtent  for  the  puf> 

pose   of  unitiag  the  difierent  inember»,  of  which 

^2}ey  were  compoeed ;  that  monarchies  were  niM 

bj  at  Kimg,  republics  by  a  Sovereiga  Magistri^ 

diocesses  by  a  Bishop,  all  religious  orders  by  A 

G<eneral,  the  Church  by  a  Pope,  who  is  (he  yisiUc 

h^^^^  and  the  world  by  one  God>  who  made  all 

^^^S^  on  .whom  all  things  depend,  aod  to  whost 

honour  all  things  are  to  be  directed;    that  all 

C^Kicerns  in  the  natural,  politicdi  and  in  tlie  moral 

HVQ^rld,  were  subservient  to  unity;    that  till  the 

f  feseot  period  no  other  method  had  been  devised 

to  unite  objects  independent  of  each  other;  that 

to  subject  to  the  Ordinaries  of  tlie  different  piacesi 

the  various  houses  of  the  Visitation,  would  be 

the  direct  way  to  form  separate  and  distinct  bodies, 

and  that  they  would  never  compose  a  single  bodyi 

unless  they  should  be  united  under  one  head ;  that 

without  that  precaution,  union  would  subsist  so 

loUg  as  it  should  prove  agreeable  to  the  various 

houses,  and  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  maintain 

it  for  any  length  of  time.     It  was  farther  ur^ged, 

that  no  legislator  had  ever  spoken  in  terms  so  pre- 

cise^  as  tp  render  all  interpretation  of  his  laws  u»- 
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beoessan-y^;  tiiat*^  U  was  not  possible  to  forei^'^ 
everjrrcase^iithere  never  had  existed  a  body,  tl»  ^ 
had  Idoi  stood  in  need  occ^sionalij  of  new  r^ut 
tions^  or  a  dispensation  from  ancient  obligatio 
and  it  was  asked,  who  woald<  be  competent 
transact  all  this  necessary  business  in  an  Order, 
which  the  houses  would  the  independent  of  ea. 
I^her,  and  which  /should  acknowledge  no  sin 
head.  It  was  again  urged  that  the  good  ord 
mnd  peace  of  the  houses^  r^ular  discipline  a. 
motives  of  healthy  would  frequently  oblige  the  r* 
ligious  members  to  change  their  monasteries ;  tbs 
i4>* would  inevitably  happen  that  one  house  woufi 
be  destitute  of  a  person  propar  to  assume  the  reio 
of  government,  while  others  would  abound  in  able 
inembers ;  add  it  was  again  asked;  who  wbul4 
Jirovide  for  these  >  contingencies/  and  make  that 
arrangement,  without  which  sin  Order  could  not 
subsist  long,  mnce  a  Bishop  did  not  possess  the 
authority  to  send  Nuns  to  monasteries  beyoojd  the 
limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  nor  to  draw  from  other 
houses  such  members  as  he  might  deem  necessary. 
Finally  it  was  asserted,  that  an  Order  to  be  go- 
verned well,  should  ever  depend  on' a  superior^ 
who  has  learned  theart  of  obedience,  before  he 
has  yentured  loassurtie  the  command ;  who  is  per-* 
fectly  conversant  with  the  spirit,  the  rules  and  the 
c«stom8>-  and'wlM  has  even  reduced  them  to  prac- 
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iicc  z  and  that  this  condition  could  never  be  re- 
alizcMl  in  the  persons  of  the  Ordinaries  of  4he  dif- 
fereot  places^  in  i^hich  the  houses  of  the  Visita- 
tioxi   might  be  situated. 

T*lie  holy  prelate^  who  was  not  of  this  opinion^ 

f^p^lied  on  the  other  hand^  ^that  it  was  iaiways  pos- 

sil>l6   without  any  apprehension  of  failure^  to  fol- 

'o'vv     in  these  latter  times^  the  model  of  the  first 

a^^s  of  the  Charch;  that  during  those  periods^ 

th^a*c  never  existed  any  description  of  religious 

p^a*sons,  who  were  not  dependant  on  the  Bishops; 

tlia.t:    in  particular  the  care  of  Christian  Virgins 

b^^   always  been  confided  to  thera^  and  that  thetr 

aut^Viority  had  always  been  found  sufficient  to  re- 

ll^^^jr  the  inconveniences  specified ;   that  the  mem- 

V^rs  of  the  same  religious  body  would  ever  main- 

i^iti   a  suflScient  share  of  union,  as  long  as  they 

^ould  continue  to  be  animated  with  the  same 

t^P^^it ;  that  they  would  have  the  same  laws^  the 

same  education,  the  same  practices,  the  same  ec* 

clesiastical  superiors,  and  they  would  always  keep 

jp   view  the  same  end ;  that  the  first  Christians, 

ti^fao  had  but  one  heart  and  one  soul,  in  whatever 

part  of  the  globe  Providence  had  placed  them, 

\^ere  connected  by  no  other  bond  of  union ;  that 

charity^    alone  capable  of   uniting   men*  by  the 

^rmest  ties,  might  be  preserved,  without  having  re?- 
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CQurvedo  a  chief;  that  mankindl  bad  ttewrfc 
apy  estafblishnients^  vhich  were  not  siArject 
-toiDe  inconvenience,  aod  that  sucb  anerimt  ooa^ 
never  happen ;  that  an  Order  without  «  ^up^it 
general,  might  have  ties  of  connection  sufficient  V 
jtrong;  but  that  rel^ious  communities  go^ern^ 
bj  such  superiors^  were  yet  subject  to  inconvJ 
uieiices  of  equal  magaitude;  that  if  a  chief  should—  i 
decline  from  the  spirit  of  his  state^  and  exhibit  as.'  -i 
ezampie  unworthy  of  hi«  characier^  weakness 
carnptjon  would  be  soon  infused  into  the 
bers;  that  a  single  Bishop  mighi  in  truth  be4' 
ficient  in  vigilance  and  firmness  in  maintainirai 
Abe  spirit  of  the  Order,  but  that  it  was  not  prob* 
ble^  that  all  other  Bishops  would  be  infected  wii 
a  similar  spirit  of  rekxation ;  that  thus  disciplii 
iBight  be  vitiated  in  some  quarte^^,  but  that 
would  subsist  in  ftill  Yigeur  in  ethers ;  that  final  A 
if  a  strong  bias  to  disorder  and  corruption  exists  ^ 
human  natufe,  it  will  at  least  become  a  part 
prudence  to  retard  the  eril  and  to  remove  it  to  tl 
greatest  distance.  This  last  reason  appeared  dec 
sive  to  the  judgment  of  the  holy  preiate ;  and 
was  determined  that  the  convents  of  the  Y isitatio^^ 
should  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ord^ 
•aiics. 

Success  has  clearly  justified  tlie  sentiment  of  tbi-' 
holy  prelate ;  the  Order  of  the  Visitation  has  sutr 
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d  f(K  MOSPeAmii'aceotarjrii  ifbis  ttate  of  de* 

ptftaMiance  m  episooptl  jivMUotion;  and  at  (the 

aaMone  time  in  80  peAct  a  ^degree  of  'imioo,  a$  ia 

proTe  a  anodal  to  other  orders;  all  ihtk  )mim» 

su^pifHMrt  each  otiier  id  Ifaeir  spiritual  and  tempacal 

its;  the  abuiidaoee  of  wine,  fumiriies  aid  to 

iodigriHse  of  others;  ail  dii^plaj  an  active  coQ* 

r  fence  in  cberisbiiig  .each  irtfaer,  aad  in  aspiriog 

perfection.     The  religious  members,  that  peo- 

tbeae  eatabliAnents,  without  <Jie  adrantage  of 

a.     f;»er$onal  acquaintaoce,  without  the  pleasure  of 

li^B^viog  lereor  Biet>  still  preserre  a  mutual  esteem 

mrMJ  affibctioa.     An  aaamated,  active  and  respectful 

^fafliritj  reigns  among  them,  and  ieares  no  doubt 

tlftcat  their  holy  founder,  who  governed  them  during 

lifis,  itiil  performs  the  sane  office  in  heaven.     As 

to    other  considerations,  though  he  has  not  pre* 

aerihed  an  equal  measure  of  austerities  Smt  all  the 

^neni^bers  of  the  institute,  his  design  was  bj  no 

n^ea.iis  to  bani«h  corporal  rigours  from  hts  Order ; 

^<3  the  contrary  it  was  his  intention  that  each  one 

^ould  reduce  her  body  and  her  senses  to  that 

^^  ^j  ection  mentioned  by  St.  Paul«  as  fiur  as  con* 

^i^terations  of  health,  their  interior  exercises  and  a 

^^S%rd  for  uniformity  would  admit.     But  for  fear 

*^*f**-love  should  damp  the  fervour  of  zeal  on  one 

^^^^d,  or  an  indiscreet  ardour  on  the  other,  should 

'y  them  beyond  bounds,  he  requires  that  this 
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matter  be  wholly  referred  to  the  judgment  of  Ih^ 
supei'iors;  ivho  on  their  part:  are  directed  to  tak-^ 
into  their  consideration  at  once  the  end  of  •theii^-''  ^ 
stitdte^  to  which  e?erj  practice  must  ever  be  su 
servient^  as  well  as  the  bodilj  strength  of  indiv 
duals,  in  order  that  a  due  medium  may  be  obser? i 
between  relaacation,  which  injured  the  soul,  ao 
excessive  rigour,  which  ruins  the  health. 


The  holy  prelate  having*  finally  completed  tl 
ieonstitutions  of  the  Order  of  the  Y isitation>  -  sub- 
mitted them  to  the  examination  of  persons  of  pit 
skill  and  prudence.     They  met  with  very  genera      I 
approbation ;  and  at  the  present  period  they  an 
universally  admired  for    wisdom,    mildness, 
that  accurate   foreknowledge   ef  circumstances ^ 
which  must  necessarily  be  ! the  effect  of  themosit 
consummate  experience.     It  was  only  observed  tM3 
him,  that  by  insisting  on  the  admission  of  the  irm  - 
firm,  'he  would  finally  convert  his  Order  into  a^*^ 
hospital.     He  replied,  that  be  had  always  hef^^ 
the  advocate  of  the  infirm ;  that  he  had  often  se^  ^ 
persons  labouring  under  bodily  infirmities,  wt^^ 
would  ha%'e  become  excellent  Nuns,  if  they  cou*^^ 
luive  (bund  monasteries  ready  to  receive  them,  af^  ^ 
that  he  had  in  part  founded  his  Order,  to  furni^'^ 
a  remedy,  for  this  inconvenience.     The  approb^^^ 
lion  of  Rome  soon  followed  the  favourable  opinii 
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di  liadbeen  entertained  of  the  new  institute  ih 
JQodtetfad'SaVoy;  ^  Pabl  :V;'wbo  had  the  highest 
em  for'the.hol}!  prelate^  bmiffirmed  it  with  the 
(tjiignificant  terms  of  applause;  he  erected  the 
gregatton^t'of  the'.  Viskatioii  -  into  a  religious 
ler^ 'Under  thai  rule  of'St.  AugiistiM;-'and'be* 
^d«n'ft  all  the  privileges^  usually  enjoyed  by 
other  religious  Orders.  • 
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rhis  alteration  in  t&e  institute  of  the^ Visitation, 
^r  frohi  retarding  its.  progress^  contributed  to 
increase;*  During  the  short  perioid 'Wtiidh  the 
y  prelate' surmed,  froin  its  ere«ti6d*iBto  a  reli* 
usOrder>  he  <  witifessed  thirteen  ^k^ohvent^  well 
tb1ished*^*at  Annecy^  '  it  Lyons-^  irf  'Moutins, 
enoble,  Bouiges^  Pavis^  Orleans/ Dijon^  and 
many  other  of  the  principal  cities  6f  the  Icing* 
n.  God  continuedto  bestow  His  benediction 
^r  the  death  of  the  iMmder;  and  the  Mother 
Oiantal,  who'co-operatied  with  him  in  so  holy 
I  faithful  a  manner^  and  survived  him  only 
eteen  years,  founded*  eighty-seven  houses^  if 
include  those  alreofdy  named.  From  that  pe- 
(^  the  number  4)f  convents  has  beeti  increaiM  io 
^  hundred  and  fifty;  the  Order  which  for  many 
•fs  was  confined  to  jPrance  and  Savoy,  has 
Hi  extended  to  Italy/  to  the  kingdom  ^of  Naples, 
Crermaoy  and  to  Poland.     A  progvess  so  cousi-^ 


350  Tm  LMwm  of  9t.  fbiiicis 

dertble  ia  to  iMoy  ymrioa^  pvts>  sbovld  nitte 
ordiDary  coane  of  thittg9  luMre  wafcoiied  the  !■(•• 
fior  spirit  of  tbei  Ofder ;  asd  it  appnred  icMedjf 
possible  to  form  ia  so  short  »  time  s  aulkiiiM 
Dumber  of  daiigbters^  to:  act  as  soperiofs^  mi  1m 
fill  tiK  difcftnit  offices  i*  so  miny  coBteatt*     Tie 
snoe  progress  which  we  observe  in  tie  oidv  of 
nature^  may  be  discovered  in  the  order  of  gaaag,; 
effects  are  gradually  and  successively  produced. 
Time  ia  necessary  to  form  the  infant  soni^  to*|^ve 
it  inereasr  and  strength;  Ae  use  of  milk^  ngwoi^ 
Mj  U^  the  hmguage  of  9t  P&i^  should  preoedb 
that  of  iatid  food ;  and  the  age  of  perfeotioB  mnat 
be  attained^  befora  there  appears  a  piiMpec*  of 
engendering  souls  to  Christ    The  Order  d  Um 
Visitation;  by  a  psuticular  grace,  seunia  to  lintt 
been  exempted  from  this  law*.    We  observe  even 
from  its  foundation^   an  aMomsbing  number  of 
subjects  capable  of  forasing  others,  and  ahaost  as 
many  superiMs   and   ftmndtess^s   as  Nuns;    ao 
infallible  proof  of  the  excellence  and  sanctity  of 
its  lawsty  of  the  fidelity  vnth  which  they  weie  prac- 
tised,   of  the   superabundance  of  graccsi,    with 
which  God  favoured  it.  even  at  ita  first  ii^** 
tution. 

While  the  Order  oT  tte  Visitation  vnm  taabtng 
thaie  ranid  advances,  tie  hob  arelaie  VMa'  mot  stf 
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tmgtomsi  with  tbe  oares^  which  new  estabJidiK' 
ntfnti;  neotsMriij  create^  m  Bet  to  beatow  an^iib-- 
eroBied.  Mndion  oir  the  whole  of  hte  epkcopal 
fijnotions  ;.  wibaierer  csaBfirience  he  juetli^  repcncA 
i&i.4iie,zeeL<tf  the  Bnbop  of  Chaloedon^  there  wma: 
Terjr  fyf^  coscenia^  which  he:  did^  Bot  Uaatuct  im^ 
peiBon^  ot  ottlematgaidefyy  his  advice*  and  direc- 
iiQB .  Hie  neurer  hr  approached,  to  tiie  endf  of  Ua: 
MI eer;  the  more  he  w€it»  ofaseisved'.  to  redouble  his 
eafoctnets  and'  hia  ardour;  and  in^  proportion  as 
the  period  approached  when  he  was  to  give  ani 
account  of  his  administration  to  the  Sovereign 
pastDR,  the  Bishop*  of  our  sonls}  his  exactnessiand 
ttdelitjc' w«re  improved^  his  application,  ta  all  his 
duties^  and' to  tAe  practice  of'Chiistiaa  and^Apoa- 
tolie  ynrittes  wa«  enlarged  It  vras;  with  a  view  tO( 
kit  a^roavhing  dissolution^  of  which  God  had 
given  him  an  anticipated  knowledge^  that  with- 
out <^hao|^ng  his  general  plan  of  conduct;  he  re-^ 
dMriitod^hiB' charities  and  his  alms;  nothing  was 
mflfercd'to  escape  his  care.  He  visited  more  fire- 
qnetHiy  the  huspitais,  the  prisons,  the  rdigioim 
houses^  tbe  sick ;  he  had  written  accounts  of  t&eiv 
difoent  waTrts;;  he  sent  tbemt  proper  remediea^ 
ordesed  necessary  food  to  be  prepared  for  them; 
M^eit  them!  with:  bis  own  hands ;  and  when  be 
VHW. obliged  to  be- absent;  either  left  them  mon^^^ 
•f  gaya  such  precise  orders,  as  were  suited  to  tbt»r 
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'wants.  He  assisted  in  the  same  manner  the  poor 
priests  of  his  diocess,  and  many  gentlemen  of  de- 
caved  fortunes^  whose  children  he  educated^  paid 
their  pensions^  and  spared  neither  pains  nor  ex- 
pense to  give  them  a  Christian  education^  and. 
such  as  was  conformable  to  their  rank.  ■  Hospita- 
lity was  always  a  favourite  object  of  his  attention; 
and  when  the  rooms  of  his  liouse^  destined  for  the 
reception  of  guests  were  full^  he  hired  apartments 
in  the  city,  and  borrowed  condderable  sums  to 
meet  this  expense. 

The  modest  poor  shared  no  inconsiderable  part 
of  his  charities.  He  was  equally  affected  wilh 
their  distress  and  the  shame  with  which  it  was 
attended.  This  was  ever  bis  own  immediate  con- 
cern; he  took  it  solely  on  himself^  and  always 
preserved  an  inviolable  secrecy.  He  never  could 
endure  the  conduct  of  those  persons^  who^  to  ap- 
pear charitable,  make  innumerable  useless  enqui- 
ries, which  serve  4>nly  to  expose  the  distress  of 
their  neighbour,  and  to  cover  him  with  confusion^ 
without  affording  much  relief.  He  could  not  re- 
frain from  censuring  a.  conduct,  by  which  the  in- 
difi^ent  are  made  to  purchase  very  inconsiderable 
sucGourat  aa  great  a  ppice.  ''  To  what  purpose/' 
'  would  he  etelaim,  */^: are  all  those  splendid  enqui- 
rie8;»tfao&epomptms-fu&Qr (nations^,  but  to  mortify 
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those  unfortunate  sufferers^  by  publishing  to  the 
world  their  poverty  and  their ^  shame?  Why  all 
this  noise?  these  testimonies  of  their  indigence? 
what  views  do  they  promote/  but  to  attract  a  vain 
reputation  of  charity^  to  flatter  a  spirit  of  ostenta- 
tion and  pride«  while  these  unfortunate  beings  are 
dying  with  confusion  and  grief?"  "  No,  no!"  con- 
tinued he,  ''  it  is  not  enough  to  give  alms ;  the 
work  must  be  well  done.  When  God  alone  is 
the  motive  of  the  work.  He  only  should  be  the 
witness."  It  was  with  the  same  regard  to  secrecy, 
that  he  furnished  a  lady  and  her  three  daughters 
with  a  subsistence,  till  he  had  obtained  a  pension 
for  them  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  and  that  he  gave 
four  hundred  golden  crowns,  the  amount  of  a  pre- 
sent which  he  had  received,  to  a  young  lady,  who, 
from  a  want  of  fortune,  was  unable  to  execute 
her  intention  of  embracing  a  religious  life.  In 
seasons  of  scarcity,  it  was  his  practice  to  purchase 
considerable  provisions  of  grain,  which  he  distri- 
buted at  a  reduced  price  to  those,  who  were 
enabled  to  buy,  or  gave  gratuitously  to  those, 
who  were  too  poor  to  purchase  their  supply. 
His  charity  was  extended  even  to  his  enemies; 
he  was  not  satisfied  with  not  hurting  them  ;  he 
performed  for  them  every  kind  of  good  service. 
A  gentleman,  whom  he  knew  to  be  his  personal 
enemy,  and  who  had  omitted  no  means  to  blast 

VOL.    II.  % 
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bis  reputation^  by  secret  calumnies^  was  brought 
to  ruin  by  an  unfortunate  business.  Tbe  holy 
prelate  anticipated  any  application^  took  him  into 
bis  bouse^  gave  him  bis  board  for  six  weeks^  and 
bestowed  on  him  a  considerable  sum  of  naK>Dej, 
which  he  had  borrowed  for  the  purpose^  and  thus 
re-established  him  in  his  former  situation. 

He  extended  his  succour  even  to  heretics  in 
their  wants ;  and  this  charity  without  limits  which 
glowed  in  his  hearty  never  suffered  him  to  see 
them  in  distress  without  offering  them  relief. 
For  this  he  was  sometimes  kindly  reproached, 
and  told  that  he  deprived  himself  by  that  conduct 
of  the  means  of  assisting  poor  CathoUcs.  He  re- 
plied, that  God  would  provide  for  that  eroer* 
gency;  that  heretics,  though  plunged  in  error, 
were  still  men;  that  they  were  Christians,  and 
composed  a  part  of  his  flock,  though  they  had 

strayed  from  the  fold  ;  and  that  the  attention,  of  a 

• 

pastor  should  be  directed  to  the  infirm  portion  of 
his  sheep,  as  well  as  to  those  that  were  sound. 
He  added,  that  he  who  could  gain  the  heart, 
gained  every  thing ;  that  the  relief  which  he  had 
furnished  to  the  Calvin ists  had  rendered  them  at^. 
tentiveto  his  instructions,  and  that  he  had:  eojojed 
the  consolation  of  seeing  many  of  them  «iter  the 
pale  of  the  Church  by  this  gate.     Those  of  Ge- 
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neva^  dazzled  with  the  iplendbr  of  bis  yittiie, 
could  not  withhold  their  adhiiratimi;  and  tbejr 
have  been  heard  publicly  to  declare^  that  if  all 
Bishops  were  like  bim^  they  ^ouM  f^  no  relufct* 
ance  in  returning  to  the  Gatholie  Gharch.  Tbiii 
Teneratioh  on  the  part  of  heretics  for  a  prelate  so 
holy  and  so  zealous/  appeared  at  the  time  of  bis 
beatification.  While  the  examination  of  his  merit 
and  general  conduct  was  proceeding  agreeably  to 
established  usage^  a  Calvinist  presented  himself 
to  give  testimony  in  his  favour ;  but  finding  that 
his  evidence  was  not  admitted^  he  declared  before 
the  surrounding  witnesses^  that  he  had  been  ac- 
qjuainted  for  many  years  with  the  late  Bishop  of 
Geneva^  and  having  taken  great  pains  to  inregti- 
gate  his  conduct^  he  had  never  observed  any  trait 
in  him^  whi^b  was  not  worthy  of  an  apostle. 

It  may  piArbaps  appear  a  subject  of  surprise, 
that  with  so  small  an  income,  he  was  enabled  to 
perform  such  extensive  charities.  It  is  undoubt* 
€dly  true,  that  without  some  external  ai^^  he 
liever  would  have  been  able  to  answer  these  conti- 
nual demands^;  but  the  high  estimation  in  which 
his  virtue  was  held,  and  the  general  conviction  of 
hia  disinterested  conduct,  induced  many  in  the 
extensive  Gircle  of  his  acquaintance,  to  send  him 
considerable  sums,  for  the  employment  of  which 

1  2 
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they  placed  implicit  confidence  in  his  zeal  and  his 
prudence;    and  this  great  matf^    so  disengaged 
from  the  M^orld/  so  inflexible  in  refusing  any  pre* 
sents  for  his  own  use^  so  circumspect  in  avoiding 
the  slightest  ^spicions,  which  would  have  disho- 
noured his  ministry^  became  without  h^itation^ 
the  depositary  of  the  effects  of  the  poor ;  he  made 
himself  a  receiver  for  them ;  and  of  eveiy  species 
of  property  confided  to  him  for  this  honourable 
purpose^  he  made  no  other  use  than  to  undertake 
the  care  and  the  trouble  of  the  distribution.     But 
these  resources^  however  abundant^  frequent,  and 
managed  with  all  the  economy  which  Christian 
prudence  is  capable  of  suggesting^  -were  insuffi- 
cient to  answer  the  demands  of  charity  so  enlight^ 
ened,  so  active  and  so  incessantly  attentive  to  the 
cry  of  distress.     On  those  occasions  he  would  not 
spare  his  furniture^  his  chapel,  nor  even  his  own 
dress.     A  remarkable  instance  of  this  nature  hap- 
pened at  Annecy,  when  a  stranger  in  extreme  dis- 
tress passed  through  the  city;  the  holy  prelate 
being  without  money,  gave  him  the  cruets  from  his 
chapel;   the  stranger  greatly  surprised   declined 
the  present ;  ^^  take  them/'  said  the  holy  prelate 
with  a  smiling  countenance,  '^  to  what  better  use 
can  I  apply  them/'      Having  heard  that  in  a  pa- 
rish church  the  Divine  Service  could' not  be  per- 
formed from  a  want  of  ornaments,  he  sold  two 
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sflver  candlesticks  from  his  own  chapel  to  supply 
money  in  this  exigence;  and  when  he  was  told 
that  he  would  want  them  himself,  he  said  :  '^  My 
diflSculties  will  never  be  equal  to  the  want  under 
consideration/'  As  to  his  dress^  he  was  not  satis* 
£ed  with  giving  his  clothes  from  his  wardrobe,  he 
often  ^tripped^  himself  of  what  he  wore,  when  he 
was  without  money,  and  found  no  other  meani; 
of  assisting  the  poor.  These  charities  which  were 
directed  to  remove  corporal  distress,  were  supr* 
ported  by  an  unremitting  attention  to  the  care  of 
souls;  the  visitation  of  the  poor,  of  the  sick  and 
of  the  imprisoned,  formed  his  leading  occupation^ 
Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  when  the  weakness  of 
his  health  prevented  him  from  giving  his  attention 
to  preaching,  which  he  considered  as  an  indispen^ 
sable  duty  of  Bishops,  he  often  heard  the  cate- 
chism in  public,  and  more  frequently  in  his  epis- 
cojpal  palace,  where  he  was  seen  amidst  a  crowd 
of  children,  whom  he  was  instructing  and  form- 
ing to  virtue. 

About  this  time  he  met  with  an  adventwe  of  so 
singular  a  nature^  that  it  deserves  to  be  recorded. 
He  bad  proceeded  to  Lyons  on  business  of  im- 
portan#|.  One  day  as  he  was  extremely  engaged^ 
he  received  a  note  containing  these  words  from  an 
liokoown  person :  "  If  you  do  not  come  without 
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delHy^  to  hear  ray  confession^  you  will  be  answer-       ^  ^ 
able  for  my  soul  before  God."     He  immediateVj 
gave  directions  that  the  person  should  proceird  i^ 
the  parlour  of  the  convent  of  the  Visitation,  ar>^ 
that  he  would  be  soon  there;  he  accordingly  s^^ 
off  vvithout  delay.     On  approaching  the  convei^  ^# 
he  observed  a  man  of  an  unpromising  aspect,  wt^^^ 
bore  the  appearance  of  a  valet,  and  was  holdii^^g 
two  horses  with  the  bridles  in  hi?  band.     He  pr^^>' 
ceeded  to  the  parlour,  where  he  found  the  writ^^^r 
of  the  note  waiting  for  him.     H^  was  a  person 
a  gigantic  stature,    of  a  singular  and  uncoui 
xnien,  with  short  bair>  ^hich  began  to  shew  tl 
appearance  of  age.     He  wore  the  dress  of  a  cavi 
lier,  with  a  country  cloak  for  the  purpose  of  di  ^- 
guise.     He  received    the  holy    Bishop    withoi^^ 
much  ceremony ;  and  when  he  had  him  safe  in  th~^==>^ 
parlour,  he  shut  the  windows  and  the  door  arz:^ 
took  the  key,  after  having  cut  the  bell  rope,  tb^-  ^* 
be  might  not  experience  any  interruption.     WhitlS^® 
the  holy  prelate  was  considering  the  tendency  t^    ^^ 
these  precautions,  the  stranger  begged  him  to  l^^*^ 
seated,  threw  himself  at  his  feet  and  began  a  g»  IS^' 
Qeral  confession.     He  told   him,  that  he  was  ^ 

general  of  an  order,  that  he  had  lived  for  a  gre^  "^** 
length  of  time  in  a  most  frightful  state  of  irregi^^^'^ 
larity;  that  his  bad  example  had  corrupted  \^    "^ 
religious,  and  that  he  had  never  given  himself  tl^B^ 


.i 
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trouble  to  correct  or  repress  their  disorders  ;  that 
Grod^  afiter  having  abandoned  him  to  the  desires 
of  his  heart  for  several  years^  had  at  length  taken 
pity  of  him ;  that  He  had  long  moved  him  inte- 
xiorly  to  reform  his  conduct ;  that  the  shame  of 
acknowledging  so  many  disorders^  ^nd  the  appre- 
hension of  meeting  with  confes^ors^  who  might  be 
austere  and  destitute  of  compassion  for  his  weak- 
ness^ had  till  then  prevented  the  work;  that  at 
length  he  had  heard  of  his  charity  for  penitents^ 
and  that  on  account  of  his  reputation  for  meek- 
Dess^  he  had  come  from  a  distant  country  to  make 
to.  him  a  general  confession^  and  to  model  his 
conduct  by  his  advice.  He  then  began  his  con^ 
fes^ion  with  so  many  sighs  and  tears^  and  conti- 
nued it  with  such  lively  marks  of  true  contrition^ 
as  made  a  deep  impression  on  the  holy  prelate. 
He  indeed  treated  him  with  his  usual  mildness; 
but  he  was  a  straqger  to  that  weak  condescension 
which  under  the  pretext  of  sparing  the  sinner^ 
flatters  him  in  his  crimes.  He  gave  him  a  pe- 
nance proportioned  to  the  excesses^  of  w^hich  he 
bad  been  guilty ;  laid  down  for  him  rules  of  con- 
duct ;  concerted  measures  with  him  to  complete  by 

letter  the  great  work  of  his  conversion^  and  dii- 

'I 

missed  him  entirely  a  new  man^  without  being 
known  to  any  person  but  to  the  holy  prelate.  He 
afterwards  was  informed  that  his  conversion  was 
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attended  with  all  the  happy  consequenoes^  wbic"^ 
he  had  hoped  for ;  that  the  greatest  part  q(  b^< 
religious  moyed  by  his  example^  had  imitated  t^  "■ 
conversion^  and  that  he  had  induced  them  to  i 
pair  by  penance^  the  scandals^  which  they  h 
given  by  their  disorders. 

At  this  time  he  converted  a  religious  who  h 
relapsed^  but  who  was  now  desirous  of  publi 
abjuring  heresy.    The  unfortunate  person  ackno 
ledged  that^  though  he  was  a  priest  and  had 
employed  in  teaching  divinity  in  his  order^  he  h 
never  been  induced  from  any  errors  which  he  h 
discovered  in  the  Catholic  dpctrine^  to  leave  t 
pale  of  the  Churchy  as  it  had  been  industrious 
reported ;  that  he  had  taken  this  unfortunate  st^ 
solely  to  gratify  his  evil  inclinations;  that  stim 
lated  by  remorse  of  conscience  he  had  once  m 
his  abjuration  before  the  holy  Bishop  of  Gene 
that  a  wife  and  family^  with  which  he  had 
encumbered  before  his  conversion,   had  en 
him  to  relapse  into  his  former  apostacy  ;  but  tb 
under  a^full  conviction,   that  he  coqld  not 
saved  out  of  the  pale  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
\y^  come  a  second  time  to  throw  himself  at  i 
feet  of  the  holy  prelate,  and  to  protest  that 
thing  should  ever  tear  him  from  the  bosom 
the  Church,  in  which  he  was  determined  to  liv- 
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Ancl  to  die.  The.  holy  prelate  judged  this  second 
version  sincere;  and  discovering  in  the  pent- 
proofs  of  abilities  and  merit,  he  received  him; 
fearing  necessity  might  oblige  him  to  return 
to  lis  former  errors,  he  gave  him  a  pension  of 
fojLx  r  hundred  livres^  and  detained  him   at  An- 


e  was  at  this  period  informed,  that  the  King 
England^  shocked  at  the  inconstancy  of  the 
t^^lish,  who  were  continually  introducing  new 
sciOfc,  of  which  he  was  unable  to  check  the  pro- 
gr^ss^  began  to  entertain  favourable  sentiments 
respecting  the  Catholic  religion;  and  it  was 
^l^o^ht  that^  if  some  skilful  prelate  were  to  re^^ 
P^ix*  to  his  court,  his  conversion  might  be  at* 
^^  i^ved.  The  holy  prelate  forgetting  his  iufirmi- 
**^^j  offered  without  hesitation,  to  undertake  this 
P^imiful  task.  But  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  whose 
ousy  was  easily  awakened,  never  would  con- 
that  he  should  leave  his  dominions.  It  may 
^^"^^ever  be  pronounced,  that  there  was  perhaps 
a  Bishop  throughout  Europe  more  capable  of 


inducting  this  intricate  business,  than  the  holy 
'^^'^^ate.  He  was  learned,  skilled  in  controversy,  pos- 
of  a  mild  temper  and  an  insinuating  address; 
what  was  a  circumistance  of  a  most  favour- 
complexion,  the  Kii^  of  England  entertained 
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for  him  a  high  esteem^  which  he  had  openly  el-     1^ 
pressed.     But  the  time  of  the  mercies  ofGodoa     |^ 
that  kingdorQ^  formerly  so  distinguished  by  a  spirit 
oC  Catholicity^  was  not .  come ;  and  it  is  not  per- 
mitted to  us  to  anticipate  the  seasons  and  the 
moments^  of  which  He  has  reserved  the  knowledge 
to  Himself. 

In  the  mean  time  the  holy  prelate^  thus  com— 
•trained  to  edify  his  own  diocess  with  the  exami^^ 
of  his  eminent  virtues^  continued  daily  to  display 
them  with  increased  lustre.     It  happened  at  thi:^ 
period^  that  a  gentleman,  who  had  conceived  fo^ 
him  the  most  virulent  resentment,  in  consequenccp 
of  groundless  rumours  which  he  had  never  takers 
the  trouble  to  investigate,  made  every  attempt  te^ 
wreak    his  revenge;    calumnies,    and  the    mos'^ 
atrocious  accusations  were  employed  for  this  ig^ 
noble  purpose.     Biit  finding  that  he  was  unabl^^ 
to  discompose  such  extraordinary  patience,  or  e^"^ 
.cite  the  smallest  degree  of  resentment,  he  detei^"" 
mined  to  proceed  to  open  outrage.     For  seyer^* 
fttccessive  nights,  when  every  one  was  immers^^^* 
in  sleep,  he  appeared  with  dogs,  horns  and  ca^* 
the  equipage  of  the  cbace,   to  raise  a  frightft^* 
clamour  before  the  episcopal  house.     Theatte*^^"' 
dants  of  the  holy  prelate  indignant  at  such  an 
gression,    and  relying  on  the   support  of  the-: 
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l-hbouHPs^  were  desirous  of  ^iag  out  to  repel 
force^  this  unprovoked  insolence.  This  was 
tvent  which  the  gentleman  e)[pected>  and  his 
e;n  was  to  treat  them  in  the  rougjiest  mannai*. 

the  holy  prelate  gave  sueh  strict  prohibitions 
Lnst  this  design^  that  no  one  durst  disobey  his 
^rs.  The  gentleman  despairing  of  success  in 
insolent  purpose^  proceeded  to  the  most  Jnju- 
s  language.     The  greatest  asperity  of  abuse 

employed  by  his  desperate  followers^  and  on 
goal  from  the  leader^  they  loaded  themselves 
1  stones  and  broke  all  the  windows  of  the  epis- 
al  palace.  The  report  of  this  outrage  being 
iad^  the  friends  of  the  holy  prelate  waited  on 
;  and  even  the  most  moderate  were  of  o^nnion^ 
.'he  should  solicit  redress  from  the  Senate  and 
(1  his  Sovereign.  Francis  replied,  that  ba 
lid  by  no  means  resort  to  that  expedient ;  that 
1  an  application  would  ruin  the  unfortunate' 
I,  but  that  it  was  his  intentifm  to  gnin  him.- 
s  answer  was  reported  to  tha  gentleman,  and 
Bfitbstanding  all  his  prc^judie^,  he  could  not 
rain  his  emotions.  Some  days  after,  the  holy 
bop  met  him  in  the  street,  and  accosted  him  with 
luch  politeness  as  if  he  had  never  been  injured 
lim;  he  then  requested  the  favour  of  his  friend- 
ly and  embraced  him  with  the  same  cordiality,  as 
s  conduct  had  been  a  subject  of  commendation 
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and  not  of  complaint.  Tbe  gentlemaiif  confused 
at  a  display  of  goodness  almost  without  exftmplej: 
remained  some  time  motionless,  and  unable 
utter  a  word ;  but  at  length  overcome  bj  that 
nerous  turn  of  miM,  which  true  sanctity  alon 
can  inspire,  he  asked  his  pardon^  offered  ever^ 
kind  of  satisfaction  he  could  desire^  and  was  ev 
after  his  warmest  friend  and  admirer. 


A  lady  of  quality  having  left  a  considerable  le- 
gacy to  a  religious  house,  a  person  interested  i^*^"^ 
the  transaction,  believed  it  to  have  been  done  b^lU 
the  advice  of  the  holy  prelate.     Full  of  this  pre—  ^' 
possession  the  party  waited  on  Francis ;  repcoacbe^=^ 
him  in  the  most  select  terms  of  abuse,  and  canietf— ^ 
hijs  impetuous  sallies  so  far,  as  ta  lift  up  his  haflf^ 
tp    strike    him.     The    holy    prelate^  instead  ofc:  f 
discovering   the  least  emotion,    spoke   with  ex- 
treme mildness,  and  attended  the  person  to  tb' 
door,    after  having  fully   convinced  him  of  bv-s 
mistake,  and  that  he  had  borne  no  part  in  tb.^^ 
transaction  ascribed  to  his  advice.     The  impetc^* 
osity  of  this  person  was  of  too  violent  a  nature  *^^ 
be  so  suddenly  calmed.    Shame  but  too  frequeatB^J 
prevents  the  acknowledgment  of  a  mistake,  sX^^ 
the  farther  the  error  has  been  followed,  retrae^' 
tion  becomes    in   proportion   more  difficult, 
whole  day  passed  without  making  any  change 
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disposition  of  this  person ;  but  on  the  follow- 

day^  after  seriously  reflecting  on  bis  conduct^ 
9?ent  to  the  holy  prelate^  thre\v  himself  at  his 
,  and  asked  bis  pardon.     Hei  obtained  it  with*- 

delay^  but  with  such  demonstrations  of  kind« 
ij  as  induced  him  ever  after  to'  speak  of  Francis 
^f  a  prelate  of  the  most  eminent  sanctify.  An  ad- 
ate  of  Annecy  did  not  bonduct  himself  with  the 
ic  propriety ;  he  carried  his  hatred  of  the  holy 
Late  to  a  degree  of  phrensy^  and  ondittefd  no 
lortunity  of  injuring  him  by  calumnies;  and 
ry  method  which  he  could  devise.  His  friends 
I  often  reproved  him  for  his  conduct^  had  con- 
ced  him  of  his  error/  and  had  clearly  predicted, 
t  some  signal  disaster  would  befal  him.  Some 
''s  after^  meeting  the  holy  prelate,  be  fired  a 
tol  at  him,  and  wounded  one  of  his  attendants 
i-r  his  person.  He' was  instantly  seized  and  cou- 
nted to  prison ;  and  notwithstanding  every 
^rt  on  the  part  of  the  holy  prelate  to  save  him> 

was  condemned  to  die.  The  charity  of  the 
nt  was  not  satisfied;  he  obtained  a  respite  for 
criminal,  and  solicited  his  pardon  with  so 
^h  importunity  of  the  Dute  of  Savoy,  that  it 
^  at  length  granted.  Having  obtained  this 
^lir,  be  went  in.  person  to  the  unfortunate  man 

convey  the   intelligence.     An  indulgence  so 
le  expected  was  insufficient  to  si^ten  his  heart; 
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he  loaded  the  holy  prelate  with  fresh  abase ;  ti 
tliough  the  humble  Bishop  condescended .  even 
ask  his  pardon^  the  ill-fated  wretch  could  not  b  ^-^ 
induced  to  enter  into  himself;  the  Bishop  hoi^^^' 
ever,  gave  him  a  full  pardon,  but  struck  atb^c^^ 
obduracy  of  heart,  he  told  him  at  parting:  "  ' 

have  rescued  you  from  the  justice  of  men ;  yop-  ^d^ 
will  fall  into  the  hands  of  God,  and  then  I  sbal'  -^ 
not  have  the  same  influence/*  The  event  just»:  ^^ 
fied  the  prediction;  the  justice  of  God  overto<A^ 
him,  and  he  afterwards  made  an  unhappy  end. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  carry  to  greater  length 
the  practice  of  meekness  and  patience ;  this  con 
duct,  however,  so  much  recommended  to  our  al 
tention  in  the  Gospel,  so  much  applauded  by  Goc^^d 
himself,  did  not  always  meet  with  the  approl 
tion  of  his  friends.     Some  reproached  him  witi 
not  sufficiently  supporting  the  dignity  of  his  cl 
racter,  and  ventured  to  declare,  that  his  excessiti^    * 
mildness  rendered   him  coiitemptible.      But  thi^    ->* 
holy  Bishop,  trained  in  the  school  of  Jesus  Chris 
replied  to  some,  that  nothing  was  more  becoinii 
the  character  of  a  Bishop,  than  meekness 
patience ;  that  he  was  well  aware,  that  the  w< 
and  self-love  had  established  very  different  nM- —  • 
ims ;  but  that  the  rule  of  the  Gospel,  and 
example  of  our  Redeemer,  were  ever  opposed 
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uch  principles^  and  tbat  he  should  always  deem 
Ilis  glorj  to  follow  his  master.  To  others  be 
)served>  that  be  bad  laboured  all  his  life,  to  ac- 
11  re  a  small  stock  of  meekness^  and  thut  be  con- 
l^ved  it  a  duty  not  to  lose  in  an  hour  the  fruit  of 
many  years'  labour;  tbat  God  bad  reserved 
<igeance  to  himself^  and  tbat  to  us  He  had  left 
i\y  the  glory  and  advantage  of  pardoning.  His 
Belcness  was  however  circumscribed  within  due 
nits^  and  when  justice  demanded  it^  was  made 
il>servient  to  episcopal  firmness.  Such  examples 
*  tliis  kind  have  aWeady  been  recorded  during  the 
ission  in  Cbablais^  and  in  other  occurrences, 
lat  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  on  the  subject ; 
>nae  farther  instances,  however^  may  be  inserted 
^  this  pku^. 

■ 

Ocrtain  gentlemen  of  his  diocess^  elate  with  the 
d Vantages  of  birth^  and  holding  the  clergy  in 
^ntempt^  were  desirous  of  engaging  a  curate  in 
V^oceedings,  which  he  judged  incompatible  with 
^  character ;  and  on  his  declining  the  invitation, 
^y  treated  him  with  insult.  The  curate  pre- 
^t'ed  bis  complaints  to  the  Bishop,  who  exam- 
^^<i*  them ;  and  having  found  them  just,  be  es* 
^u«ed  his  ca.u8e,  sued  these  gentlemen,  and  ob- 
^^'H^  a  sentence  against  them.  The  sentence 
^^.  gping  to  be  carrie4  into  execution,   when 


568  THE   LIFE  OF   St.    FftAHClS 

these  persons  testified  their  repentance  of  theif 
improper  conduct^  and  made  an  apology.  This 
step  though  late^  gave  satisfaction  to  the  Bishop ; 
he  paid  them  a  visits  and  after  remonstrating  with 
them  with  great  mildness  on  the  nature  of  their 
proceedings  he  begged  them  to  live  on  good  terras 
with  the  priests  of  his  diocess^  and  spoke  no  more 
of  the  sentence,  or  of  the  costs,  than  if  he  had 
gained  no  advantage.  This  firmness  was  carried 
to  still  greater  lengths  on  another  occasion ;  for 
he  refused  a  priory  even  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy, 
who  solicited  that  situation  in  favour  of  an  igno- 
rant priest,  and  one  altogether  destitute  of  any 
qualities  nlecessary  to  such  a  charge.  This  priest 
de(|ending  on  such  powerful  support,  and  enraged 
at  the  refusal,  had  the  insolence  to  present  to  the 
holy  prelate,  while  he  was  assisting  at  the  Divine 
ofitoe,  a  libel  in  which  his  reputation  was  mali- 
ciously aspersed.  The  canons,  indignant  at  such 
an  injurious  proceeding,  insisted  ^that  he  should 
be  taken  into  custody ;  but  the  holy  prelate  op- 
posed that  plan;  he  observed,  that  repentance 
would  shortly  ensue,  and  that  it  was  more  desir- 
able to  obtain  a  voluntary  retractation  th|in  to 
employ  force.  Accordingly  this  man  having  re- 
flected on  the  consequences  of  his  conduct,  if  the , 
Duke  of  Savoy  should  be  ififormed  of  it,  went  on 
the  following  day,  threw  himself  at  his  &et,  and 
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asked  his  pardon.  However  this  conduct  might 
have,  been  influenced  by  oiotives  of  interest, 
the  hctly  prelate  was  not  satisfied  with  granting 
pardon  r  he.  wrote  in  his  favour  to  his-  Sovereign^ 
and  obtained  for  him  a  respectable  situatiopy 
more  adapted  to  hi$  talents  than  any  ecclesiastical 

function. 

•     •    ft  ' .    . 

With  the  same  character  of  firmness  he  defended 
the  property  and  the  rights  of  his  church  against 
the  officers  of  the  Duke  of  Nemours.  In  that 
cause  he  sustained  many  suits;  and  as  his  under- 
takings were  always  just,  guided  by  previous  con*^ 
sultation,  and  wholly  uninfluenced  by  passion, 
he  invariably  succeeded.  These  ofidcers,  actuated 
by  desperation,  concerted  measures  of  revenge 
by  exciting  against  him  the  resentment  of  the 
Duke  of  Nemours ;  they  Were  but  too  successful 
in  their  designs ;  his  family  was  involved  in  the 
disgrace,  and  the  holy  prelate  felt  himself  con- 
strained to  leave  Annecy,  and  retire  to  the  Castle  of 
Sales.  Some  time  after  he  wrote  to  the  Duke  in  a 
jstyle  of  firmness  to  justify  himself  and  his  family; 
the  Duke  was  at  length  undeceived ;  he  reinstated 
him  in  his  esteem  and  friendship,  and  from  that 
period,  no  efibrt  could  ever  alter  his  opinion, 
with  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  holy  Bishop. 
While  the  holy  prelate  was  thus  practising  with  a 

VOL.    II.  A   a 
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degree  of  studious  emtllation  every  Christian  and 
Apostolical  virtue^  and  by  tbe  daily  operation  of 
j^ace^  which  was  increasing  io  his  soul^  ivas  more 
and  more  disengaging  his  heart  from  sensible 
objects  to  live  for  God  alone,  bis  body  was  de- 
dining;  that  constitution  once  so  vigorous,  but 
so  little  spared,  gradually  yielded  to  the  pressure 
of  labours,  with  which  it  had  been  overburdened; 
and  the  hour  was  now  approaching,  when  the 
Just  Judge  was  preparing  to  give  him  the  cro^  a  of 
justice,  and  to  reward  him  for  His  own  gifts, 
which  had  been  so  properly  applied.  There  arc 
few  persons,  whatever  height  of  sanctity  they  may 
have  attained,  who  on  feeling  the  approach  of  a 
moment  soterrible  for  those  who  have  forgotten 
4xod,  but  so  full  of  consolation  for  those  who 
jiave  lived  only  for  Him, '  do  not  make  some  al- 
teration in  their  former'  mode  of  life.  A  spirit  of 
^retirement,  and  a  general  attention  to  duty  are 
observed  to  increai^;  self-examination  is  con- 
ducted with  more  care;  and  whether  we  may  be 
alarnied  by  the  justice  of  God,  or  consoled  by 
His  bounty^  it  is  rare  that  we  preserve  the  same 
turn  of  mind. 

The  anticipated  knowledge,  which  God.  bad 
given  to  the  holy  prelate  of  his  approaching^  disso- 
lution, 4)roduced  no  change  in  his  conduct ;  as  be 
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bad  always  livedo  as  if  each  day  ,were  to  be  bis 
last^  his  deportment  was  marked  by  the  mostper^^ 
feet  uniforiBity.  It  was  only  remarked  that  he 
was  more  frequently  engaged  in  private  interviews 
with  the  Bishop  of  Chalcedon/hls  brother  atid 
coadjutor.  On  those  occasions  they  examttled 
with  care  the  different  notes  relative  to^the  stater 
of  the  diocess,  which  they  had  either  jointly  or 
separately  prepared;  they  reconsidered  all  that 
they  had  remarked  with  respect  to  the  manners 
and  dispositions  of  the  people  and  the  pastors^  and 
their  good  and  bad  qualities;  as  also  respecting 
the  means  which  they  deemed  most  conducive  to 
banish  irregularity^  and  to  establish  or  to  strengthen 
tbe  practice  of  virtue;  and  as  the  holy  Bishop 
was  persuaded^  that  the  greatest  account  which 
he  should  have  to  give  to  God/ would  relate  to 
tbe  souls/  witb  which  he  had  been  entrusted^  he 
spared  no  pains  either  to  repair  what  he  thought 
he  had  neglected,  or  to  complete  what  was  only 
begun.  The  assiduous  application,  which  '  hi6 
gave  to  this  labour,  awakened  the  solicitude  of 
tbe  Bishop  of  Ghalcedon  for  his  health,  and  he 
thought  it  a  duty  to  remonstrate  on  the  subject ; 
but  the  holy  prelate  incsipable  of  any  tenderness 
towards  himself  when  the  duties  of  his  situation 
called  for  his  attention^  replied  with  his  usual 
meekneiss  :  ''  On  the  contrary,  let ^  us  hasten ;  the 

Aa  2 
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day  declines,  and  the  night  approaches/'  Tbe8<! 
words  which  the  Bishop  of  Chalcedon  considered 
as  a  prediction  of  his  approaching  end^  as  they 
proved  to  be^  excited  his  affliction  and  sensibility. 
The  holy  prelate  perceiving  it^  embraced  him 
tenderly  and  said :  '^  Restrain^  my  dear  brother^ 
those  tears  so  unbecoming  a  Christian^  and  still 
more  a  Bishop ;  it  belongs  only  to  infidels,  who 
have  no  expectation  of  a  better  life,  to  be  discom-^ 
posed  at  the  loss  uf  their  present  existence/' 

In  this  manner  were  they  employing  their  time^ 
often  interrupting  their  labours  by  pious  conversa- 
tion, when  the  holy  prelate  received  a  letter  from 
the  Duke  of  Savoy.  He  was  commissioned  to 
meet  his  Highnesi  at  Avignon,  whither  he  was 
repairing  to  pay  his  respects  to  Lewis  XIII.*  who 
had  lately  reduced  to  obedience  the  Calvinists  of 
Languedoc.  The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Pied* 
mont,  the  King's  sister,  were  to  be  of  the  party ; 
they  eagerly  desired  that  the  Bishop  of  Geneva 
might  proceed  tbitber  to.  perform  his  duty  as  first 
Almoner^  and  to  furnish  the  benefit  of  his  advice 
in  many  transactions  which  they  had  to  conduct. 
As  the  declining  state  of  his  health  rendered  such 
a  journey  unadviseable,  the  Bishop  of  Chalcedon 
was  of  opinion,  that  he  should  send  his  excuses^ 
and  he  ofiered  to  write  to  the  Duke  for  this  pur^ 
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pose.  But  the  holy  prelate  was  of  a  contraiy 
sentiment^  which  he  supported  with  two  reasons;' 
the  first  was^  that  as  he  was  invested  with  the 
dignity  of  first  Almoner/  it  was  just  that  on  sooitf 
occasions  he  should  perform  the  duty ;  the  othcir 
was,  that  the  interview  of  the  Most  Christian 
King  with  their  Royal  Highnesses,  was  a  vsiluable 
opportunity  which  God  presented  to  hirtn  to  ensure! 
advantalges  to  the  Catholic  religion  in  that  part  of 
bis  diocess,  which  lay  in  the  dominions  of  his 
Majesty,  and  that  he  thought  himself  bound  hot 
to  lose  the  occasion.  This  last  reason  appeatred 
stronger  than  any  opposite  representation;  thud 
having  but  a  few  days  to  prepare  for  his  journey; 
he  began  by  making  his  will,  and  by  placing 
every  thing  in  such  order,  as  if  he  had  been  on 
the  eve  of  his  dissolution.  These  arrangements 
could  not  be  so  concealed,  as  not  to  be  spread 
abroad.  On  this  occasion  it  appeared  how  much 
he  was  beloved  by  his  people;  the  suspicion  of  his 
approaching  end  excited  a  general  consternation. 
He  never  went  abroad  without  being  saluted  by  a 
crowd  of  people;  all  persons  left  their  houses, 
workmen  quitted  their  labour  in  crowds  to  solicit 
his  blessing.  The  holy  prelate  was  not  satisfied 
with  giving  his  benediction;  he  stopped  almost  at 
every  step ;  to  some,  he  suggested  a  word  of  con- 
solation, to  others  he  gave  an  encouragetnent  to 
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patience.  He  distributed  his  charities  to*a1]  who 
asked,  and  exhorted  all  to  love  and  serve  God,  in 
the  manner  most  suitable  to  their  respective  call- 
ings. Even  the  smiling  infant  felt  the  impression 
of  his  sanctity ;  many  in  the  arms  of  the  nurse 
yfere  often  observed  to  discover  an  impatience  to 
be  placed  near  his  person.  His  goodness  and 
condescension  never  suffered  him  to  neglect  such 
applications ;  he  stopped  for  a  child  with  as  much 
readiness  as  for  any  person  of  an  advanced  age. 
He  made  the  sign  of  the  Cross  on  their  breast, 
their  forehead,  their  mouth  or  their  eyes ;  and 
this  was  scarcel}'  ever  performed  without  e  good 
effect.  Many  were  observed  instantly  to  recover 
from  pains  in  the  teeth,  from  the  cholic  and  other 
slight  disorders,  incident  to  that  period  of  life. 
His  almoners  and  other  attendants,  often  expressed 
their  impatience  at  his  attention  to  children ;  on 
those  occasions  the  holy  Bishop  would  observe, 
that  Jesus  Christ  t  had  treated  them  in  the  same 
manner,  that  He.  had  shewn  them  a  tender  affec- 
tion, and  that  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in 
imitating  Him. 

On  the  eve  of  his  departure  he  went  early  to 
see  his  dear  daughters  of  the  Visitation ;  he  took 
his  last  farewel,  gave  them  his  blessings  and  left 
them  overwhelmed  with  grief.     He  then  ascended 
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the  pulpit  to  take  leave  of  his  people^  His  dis- 
course  was  moving^,  animated^  full  of  unction.. 
At  the  conclusion  be  told  them  that  he  should 
never  see  them  mor^,  and  he  entreated  them  to 
beseech  Almighty  God  to  have  coropas»on  on  hii 
soul.  At  this  pathetic  address  his  audience  melted 
into  tears ;  all  without  a, single  excerption  ejcfaibited 
marks  of  the  most  lively  sensibility.  On  the  apr 
pointed  day^  he  departed  from  Annecy^  accompa* 
nied  by  the  Bishop  of  Chalcedoo,  the  leading 
members  of  the  clergy  and  tlie  principal  persoos 
of  the  city^  who  attended  him  to  Seissel.  On 
that  spot,  where  they  were  to  separate,  after^w^ 
turning  thanks  to  them  in  the  most  tender  terms, 
he  threw  himself  on  his  knees,  and  raising  his 
hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  he  begged  of  God  in  a 
strain  of  devotion,  which  drew  tears  from  .  all 
bis  attendants,  to  be  graciously  pleased  to  pre- 
serve the  people,  whom  He  had  entrusted,  to 
him,  to  be  Himself  their  pastor,  and  to  repair  by 
the  abundance  of  His  graces  the  faults  which  he 
liad  committed  either  by  his  negligence,  or  bis 
want  of  capacity ;  and  he  concluded  hU  prayer 
with  the  same  words,  which*  Jesus  Chrisft  addresses 
to  His  eternal  Father  :*  Hati/  Father,  I  prag^  far 
those  whom  thou  hast  given  une,  because  they  are 
thine.   Preserve  them  for  the  honour  of  thy  nam€. 


-^i^t 


*  Joa.  17. 


376  THE   l.rFB  OF   ST.  FRANCIS 

• 

Then  giving  his  blessing  to  all  present^  and  "b^* 
^ing  of  God  to  bless  them,  he  eionbraced  them  and 
recommended  himself  to  their  prayers.  He  then 
embarked  on  the  Rhone  about  the  middle  of  No- 
Tember^  in  the  year  oqe  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-two^  in  a  season  so  inclement^  that  he 
was  extremely  incommoded  by  the  journ^,  His 
attendants  were  of  opinion  that  he  should  remain 
some  days  at  Lyons  to  take  repose ;  but  he  deter- 
miqed  to  continue  his  journey^  and  the  reason 
which  he  assigned  was^  that  he  felt  it  a  duty  to 
hasten  to  Avignon  before  the  arrival  of  their 
Highnesses/  ^nd  tbi^t  he  h^  no  tim^  to  lose. 

It  appeared  in  this  Jouiiiey^  how  much  the  re- 
putation of  his  sanctity  had  been  every  where 
diffused.  Whole  cities  with  their  clergy,  went  to 
receive  him  in  procession  on  his  landing,  and 
conducted  him  to  church  chaunting  the  Te  Deum. 
But  his  humility  suggested  feelings  incompatible 
with  such  honours ;  be  concealed  the  marks  of  his 
dignity,  and  forbade  his  name  to  be  mentioned. 
He  thus  arrived  at  Aviglion  with  as  much  secrecy 
as  he  coiAd  enforce/- on  the  eve  of  the  magnificent 
entry  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  into  that  .city 
on  his  return  from  the  taking  of  Montpellier. 
His  attendants  by  a  casualty,  procured  lodgings 
for  him  in  a  situation,  by  which  the  King  passed 
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on  the  followiug  day.     This  was  for  him  an  oeca-  ' 

sioii  of  mortification ;  for  instead  of  satisfj  ing  in- 
nocent curiosity  m  beholding  a  monument  of 
public  magnificence,  he  shut  himself  up  in  a  ca- 
binet, and  devoted  to  prayer  the  whole  tinoe  that 
the  spectacle  lasted.  The  thunder  of  the  artillery 
excited  his  attention ;  and  he  made  on  the  occa- 
sion this  Christian  reflection :  That  God  gave  to 
Princes,  in  the  midst  of  the  honours  they  received^ 
a  grieat  lesson  of  humility;  that  the  report  of  the 
cannon  which  was  heard  but  for  a  moment,  aii4 
evaporated  in  smoke,  taught  them  that  their  glory 
would  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  after  a  short 
duration  would  vanish  like  a  dream.  The  Vice- 
legate  on  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva,  paid  him  a  visit,  and  on  all  occasions 
gave  him  every  demonstration  of  honour;  the 
court  of  France  treated  him  with  the  same  dis- 
tinction ;  and  when  he  went  to  wait  on  the  King 
he  received  such  extraordinary  marks  of  esteem, 
that  every  person,  influenced  by  the  example  of 
his  Majesty,  shewed  thtt  consideration,  which 
was  justly  due  to  his  character  and  virtue.  The. 
Duke  of  Savoy  was  expected,  when  his  son  the 
Prince  Cardinal  arrived.  He  brought  intelligence, 
that  as  the  season  was  too  far  advanced'  to  pass 
the  Alps,  the  Duke  was  unable  to  perform  the 
journey;  he  made  an  apology  to  the  King,  and 
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assured  his  Majesty,  that  the  Prince  and 

of  Piedmont  would  repair  to  Lyons  to  pay  their 

respects.     The  court  departed   some  time  after; 

and  the  holy  prelate  accompanied  the   Cardinal 

who  had  orders  from  the  Duke  not  to  quit  the 

King. 

On  his  arrival  at  Lyons>  he  found  many  fiersons 
of  respectability,  who  offered  him  lodgings; 
Oilier,  the  intendant  of  the  Province,  who  lived 
near  the  convent  of  the  Visitation,  bilged  bim  to 
accept  the  use  of  a  very  commodious  apartment. 
The  Jesuits  in  that  city  made  him  an  offer  of  their 
house  of  St.  Joseph  ;  but  the  holy  prelate  gave  a 
general  answer  to  all  bis  friends,  that  foreseeing 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  lodgings,  while  tlije 
two  courts  of  France  and  Savoy  were  in  town,  he 
had  provided  for  the  occasion ;  and  that  he  knew 
of  a  lodging,  which  would  be  sufficiently  connmo- 
dious.  He  was  believed  on  his  word;  but  the 
surprise  was  general  when  it  was  known,  that  he 
had  no  other  accomniMation,  than  an  apartment 
belonging  to  the  gardener  of  the  Visitation.  The 
importunities  of  his  friends  were  renewed  to  pra- 
eure  for  him  a  lodging  more  suitable  to'bts  dig- 
nity. But  the  holy  prelate,  who  was  never  better 
accommodated  than  when  he  was^  enabled  to  iini- 
iate  the  poverty  of  Jesu#  Christ,  appeared  so  de? 
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termined  not  to  quit  his  abode,  that  all  solicita* 
tions  became:  useless.  The  most  singular  part  of 
ihe  transaction  was^  that  his  attendants  were 
better  accommodated  than  himself.  But  that  was 
his  general  practice ;  and  when  he  could  chooss 
for  himself,  he  selected  for  his  own  use  whatever 
was  the  meanest  and  least  valuable;  and  on  this 
he  insisted  with  so  much  resolution^  that  it  was 
vain  to  contest  the  point.  This  appeared  on  his 
return  from  Avignon.  The  progress  of  the  court 
through  those  parts  rendered  all  accommodation 
extrenielj  rare.  He  directed  his  attendants  to  find 
lodgings  as  they  could;  but  th^  alwajs  found 
accommodations  superior  to  those  of  their  master; 
for  on  one  occasion  he  was  obliged  to  retire  to  a 
hut^  in  which  he  passed  the  night  in  his  clothes 
on  straw.  When  he  was  told,  that  such  incon^ 
Teniences,  which  he  was  never  studious  to  avoid, 
would  finally  injure  his  health,  he  replied^  tfast 
bis  constitution  was  naturally  robust,  and  th^t 
delicate  management  would  only  contribute  t» 
weaken  it,  that  on  the  contrary  a  moderate  sharfe 
of  fatigue  served  to  maintain .  its  vigour.  Thus 
was  be  careful  to  conceal  under  specious  reasons 
that  spirit  of  mortification,  which  animated  all 
his  actions.  He  was  desirous  of  pleasing  God 
only;  for  which  reason  he  wished  the  motivw 
Vhich  prompted  his  conduct  to  be  known  to  Hioi 
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alone.  There  is  nothing  which  challenges  praise 
more  than  the  exercise  of  virtue ;  but  there  is  no- 
thing more  injurious  to  its  progress;  commenda- 
tion therefore  cannot  be  avoided  with  too  much 
care. 

The  first  attention  of  the  holy  prelate,  on  his 
Arrival  at  Lyons,  was  to  pay  his  respects  to  their 
M^esties,  to  the  Prince,  to  the  Princess  of  Pied- 
mont, and  to  his  friends  at  both  the  courts.     His 
Most  Christi9,n  Majesty  had  inherited  of  Henry 
the  Great,    his   august  father,  that  esteem  apd 
affection  which  had   always  been  shewn  to  the 
holy  prelate ;   the   Queens,  Mary  of  Medici  and 
Anne  of  Austria,  had  a  peculiar  regard  for  him ; 
their  opinion  of  his  merit  bordered  on  veneration; 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Piedmont  did  not  yield 
to  them  in  those  sentiments,  and  the  two  courts 
with  a  species  of  emulation  did  that  justice  to  bis 
eminent  sanctity,  which,  notwithstanding  his  en- 
deavours to  conceal  it,  shone  in  all  his  actions. 
So  many  attractions,  which  appeared  calculated 
to   secune   an  attachment  to  the  world,  had  no 
other  effect  than  to  excite  his  disgust;  always  on 
his  guard  against  everj  object  that  could  seduce 
his  virtue,  as  soon  as  be  had  performed  his  duty, 
and  satisfied  the  calls  of  charity  and  decorum,  he 
retired  to  his  dear  daughters  of  the  Visitation, 


or  SALES.      600R  Vlt.  381 

and  w^  eager  to  form  them  to  perfection^  as  be. 
knew  that  his  end  was  approaching^  and  that  in  a 
short  time  he  should  be  enabled  to  Assist  them  only 
l5y  bis  prayers. 

• 

Thus  was  he  occupied,  when  the  fathers  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus  invited  him  to  preach  on  the 
second  Sunday  of  Advent  in  the  church  of  their 
great  College;  he  complied  with  their  wishes,  and 
performed  the  task  with  such  zeal,  as  clearly 
jsheWed  that  the  power  of  grace  raises  the  agent 
Above  the  weakness  of  nature.  As  he  was  re-^ 
turning  home  after  this  sermon,  he  met  a  gentle- 
man who  had  been  very  rich,  but  who  was  now 
ifeduced  to  extreme  poverty  by  gaming  and  de- 
bauchery. This  unfortunate  man  asked  for  cha- 
rity; and' the  holy  prelate  assisted  him  so  abun- 
dantly, that  the  person  in  deep  surprise  followed 
him  for  some  time,  returning  the  warmest  ac- 
knowledgments, and  frequently  repeating  that  he 
would  beg  of  God  to  pay  him  a  hundred-jfold« 
'^  You  will  oblige  me  much,"  said  the  holy  Bi- 
shop ;  '^  but  lose  no  time  in  procuring  me  this 
advantage;  for  in  a  short  space  neither  you  nor 
I  shall  need  any  farther  succour.".  This  was  a 
clear  prediction  both  of  his  own  death  and  of  that 
of  the  gentleniaa.  The  holy  prelate  did  not  reach 
the  end  of  the  month,  and  the  other  soon  followed 
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bim.  On  Christmas  eve  be  Mras  desired  by  the 
Queen  Mother  to  perform  in  her  name^  the  cecer 
mony  of  erecting  the  Cross  of  the  Capuchins ;  he 
did  it^  and  preached  with  much  zeal  oo  the  birth 
of  Jesus  Christ.  On  the  following  day  he  heard 
the  confessions  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Piedmont^  said  mass  for  them^  and  gave  them 
the  holy  communion.  In  the  afternoon  be  cloatbed 
two  sisters  of  the  Visitation^  preached  on  the 
mystery  of  the  day^  and  held  many  pious  convert* 
sations  with  the  community.  It  was  reniarked> 
that  he  repeated  more  frequently  than  usual^  this 
great  maxim,  that  we  are  to  ask  for  nothing, 
and  to  refuse  nothing.  Indeed  no  principle  of 
conduct  is  more  necessary  to  maintain  peace  and 
humility  in  monasteries^  and  to  banish  ambition 
and  disquietude* 


Oil  the  following  day  he  perceived,  that  his 
sight  and  his  strength  decayed ;  be  however  said 
mass;  after  which  he  met  the  Duke  of  B^egarde, 
and  the  Marquis  Dalincourt,  who  conversed  with 
bim  so  long  in  the  open  air,  which  was  excessively 
cold,  that  it  considerably  increased  bis  indisposi^ 
tion.  Thence  he  repaired  to  the  Duke  of  Ne» 
monrs,  to  reconcile  that  nobleman  to  those  sanie 
officers-  in  the  Duchy  of  Genevois,  who  had  be* 
havedto  him- in  so  unhandsome  a  manner.. 
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Prince  was  much  irritated  it  their  conduct,  and 
liad  dirtermined  to  deprive  them  of  their  employ- 
-menU.  Bat  the  irritation  of  his  mind  did  not 
prevent  him  from  observing  the  eagerness  with 
which  the  holy  prelate  espoused  their  cause ;  he 
was  struck  with  admiration  at  his  conduct/  an4 
could  htft  help  saying  to  him  repeatedly,  that  after 
the  severe  usage  they  had  shewn  him,  they  were 
not  entitled  to  such  kindness.  The  holy  prelate 
did  tifot  abate  his  solicitations;  ar.d  the  Duke, 
who  c6iisidered  his  requests  as  Commkrids,  '  at 
length  yielded  to  his  entreaties,  in  favour  of  per- 
sons, who  so  little  merited  his  charitable  interpo- 
sition. As  he  intended  to  depart  on  that  day,  he 
waited  slgain  on  the  Prince  of  Piedmont,  to  take 
.leave  of  their  Highnesses,  and  to  adjust  some 
afTairs,  in  which  the  interests  of  his  church  were 
concerned.  Thence  he  returned  home  over- 
powered with  fatigue.  As  his  boots  were  presented 
to  bini,  he  at  first  refused  to  take  them ;  but 
when  his  valet  brought  them  to  him  again  a  little 
time  after,  he  said :  ''  I  must  put  them  on  since 
jou  insist  on  it;  but  w(i'  shall  not  proceed  far." 
He  then  wrote  some  letters  of  recommendation, 
wbich  had  been  asked  of  him;  and  was  visited  by 
several  persons,  who  came  to  take  leave.  But 
his  servants  having  remarked,  that  he  had  not, 
agreeably  to  his  usual  practice,  attended  them  to 
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the  door^  judged  hinl  to  beTery  ill ;  on  exaniinatioii 
they  found  bim  so  extremely  weak^  that  they  put 
him  to  bed ;  and  in  a  short  time  he  was  seized  mUm^ 
the  fit  of  apoplexy,  which  hurried  him  to  his  grave 

We  are  now  advanced  to  the  close  of  this  iono — 
cent  and  holy  life ;  a  life  precious  in  the  sight  o~ 
God,  and  always  devoted  to  His  service,  or  to  tha"    - 
of  mankind.     If  these  moments  prove  formidabli 
even  to  the  just,  they  must  be  infinitely  more  ter- 
rible to  the  votaries  of  the  world,  who  have  speD' 
their  lives  in  an  utter  forgetfulness  of  God ;  aDc2 
who  having  lost  ^iglit  of  Him  in  the  period  of^ 
mercy,  are  constrained  to  remember  Him,  when 
the  time  of  justice  approaches.     The  death  of 
St.  Francis  of  Sales,  like  his  life,  was  sweet,  traih 
quii,  full  of  submission  to  the  orders  of  God  and 
of  confidence  in  His  infinite  mercy.     Accustomed 
to  despise  this  world,  and  to  view  the  present  life 
^as  a  state  of  exile,  he  beheld   with  joy  the  apr 
proacbing  dissolution  of  his  body;  he  regretted 
nothing,  because  he  had  loved  nothing  but  agree- 
ably to  the  order  of  God ;  and  filled  with  a  desire 
of  possessing  Him,  his  thoughts  were  directed  to 
creatures  only  for  the  purpose  of  completing  his 
sacrifice.     This  will  appear  from  all  the  circum- 
stances of  this  happy  death ;  they  are  of  a  nature 
too  edifying  not  to  be  recorded. 
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^  ^  As  !|oon  as  it  was  known  at  Lyons^  that  the 
Ao^  {Mrelate  was  seized  with  a  dangerous  illness, 
*  ST^neral  eagerness  was  manifested  to  pay  him  a 
^isi't.     The  Jesuits  of  St.  Joseph  were  the  first, 
^^o   performed  this  charitable  duty.      As  soon  as 
*•   -fc:*"ranci8  perceived  the  superior,  attended  by  the 
1*^^^  ker  who  acted  as  an  apothecary,  and  brought 
5"^^^ relies  with  an  eager  desire  to  afibrd  him  relief, 
^^    ^a.id,  ''  You  see  me.  Reverend  Father,  in  a  %\i\i' 
ai^oi!!,  in  which  I  stand  in  need  of  nothing  but 
ii^^     mercy  of  God,  and  in  which  I  expect  every 
^^^g  from  His  bounty."     The  father  replied,  that 
&od  never  abandons  His  own ;  he  then  asked  him, 
"Wliether  if  it  should  be  the  will  of  God  to  call 
Wm,  he  was  ready  to  obey  the  order.     The  holy 
Bishop  replied,  '^  I  have  never  had  any  other  will 
•than  His ;    He  is  my  Sovereign  Master,  and  may 
dispose  of  me  as  He  pleases."     f  He  then  asked 
to  make  his  profession  of  faith ;  he  did  it  with 
great  sentiments  of  piety,  and  desired  the  assistants 
to  bear  witness,  that  he  had  always  lived,  iand 
that  he  died  in  the  Catholic  religion.     As  his 
malady  increased,  though  the  apoplexy  was  not 
yet  formed,  and  he  was  fearful  of  losing  that  pre- 
sence of  mind  so  necessary  to  receive  the  sacra- 
ments with  that  decency  and  devotion  which  are 


*  Aug.  of  Sales,  ibid,     f  ^"11  o^*»i*  canonization, 
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due  to  tbem^  he  asked  for  the  Extreme  Unction; 
his  frequent  vomiting  not  allowing  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Viaticum.     The  physicians^  who 
had  no  time  to  lose  before  the  application  of  the 
intended  remedies^  opposed  this  request  and  said 
they  would  pronounce^  when  it  should  become 
necessary. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Vicar  General  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Lyons  arrived,  to  ask  him  if  he 
were  willing  that  the  forty  hours'  prayers  should 
be  performed  for  the  recovery  of  his  healthy  in  the 
church  of  the  Visitation;  he  replied,  that  he  did 
not  deserve  it.  The  Vicar  General  urged  his 
request,  and  asked,  if  he  was  unwilling  that 
prayers  should  be  offered  for  him.  ''  On  the  con- 
trary," replied  the  holy  Bishop,  ''  You  will  do 
me  a  great  kindness;  I  never  stood  in  greater 
need  of  them."  As  it  was  apprehended^  that  he 
would  fall  into  a  lethargy,  a  clei^man  who  was 
present,  thought  proper,  in  order  to  keep  him 
awake,  to  ask  him  if  he  was  not  a  Calvinist,  and 
he  added,  that  from  his  long  communication  with 
that  party,  some  doubts  might  be  entertained  on 
the  subject.  At  this  the  holy  Bishop,  whose  faith 
had  always  been  so  pure,  whose  zeal  for  the  con- 
version of  heretics  had  ever  been  so  ardent,  ex« 
claimed,  ^^  Oh !  God  preserve  me  from  it ;  judge 
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bj  this  proof;'"  and  he  immediately  made  the  sign 
of  the  cross.     He  was  afterwards  heard  to  repeat: 
*^  My  God^  the  treason  would  be  too  notorious; 
you  know  my  heart."     The  Vicar  General  some 
time  after  asked  him^  tf  he  was  not  afraid  of 
death ;  and  be  added,  that  the  greatest  Saints  had 
always  dreadied  that  event.      The  holy  prdate 
replied,  that  they  had  reason;  as  it  decided  our 
fate  for. an  eternity,  nothing  could  be  more  dread- 
ful.    '^  O  death/*  continued  the  Vicar  General, 
^^  how  bitter  is  thy  remembrance/"     The  holy 
prelate  added,  '^  to  those  who  have  placed  their 
hopes  and  their  salvation  in  riches."     The  Vicar 
General  then  left  him,  and  gave  orders  for  the 
blessed  sacrament  to  be  exposed  in  all  the  churches 
for  the  re-^establishment  of  his  health;    but  he 
was  fruit  ripe  for  heaven.     As  his  disorder  now 
appeared  more  powerful  than  the  remedies,  the 
physicians  gave  notice  that  it  was  tiu^  to  admi- 
nister the  Extreme  Unction.     God  gave  him  on 
this  occasion  a  liberty  of  mind,  which  appeared 
unusual  and  even  miraculous;  he  received  that 
sacramait  with  great  sentiments  of  piety,  answer- 
iDg  himself  the  prayers  with  the  most  tender  devo- 
tion.    As   the  apoplexy    appeared  to  form  very 
gradually, .  and  his  presence  of  mind   seemed  to 
increase,  it  became  a  subject  of  deliberation,  if 
the  Viaticum  should  be  administered ;  but  as  be 

Bb2 
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had  said  mass  that  day^  and  the  vomiting  still 
continued^  it  was  judged  prudent  to  omit  that; 
general  duty. 

Scarcely  bad   he  received  this  last  sacrament-^ 
when  Madam  Oilier,  the  wife  of  the  Intendant::' 
entered  the  apartment  with  her  daughters,  to  asl 
his  hiessing  for  herself  and  her  family.     The  Duk 
of  Nemours  arrived  at  the  same  time:  he  wa^ 
confined  to  his  bed  in  a  fit  of  the  gout,  wheo  b 
was  informed  that  the  holy  prelate  was  danger 
ously  ill.     The  violence  of  his  disorder  was  insu 
ficient  to  restrain  him ;  he  instantly  rose,  and  or 
dered  himself  to  lie  carried  to  see  the  dying  Saiot^-^ 
He  was  unable  to  look  at  the  holy  man,  labourin^^ 
under  the  violence  of  a  malady,  and  almost 
yond  all  hope  of  recovery,  without  testifying  hi 
grief  by  an  abundance  of  tears.    He  had  laid  asid 
his  prepossessions,  which  had  induced  him  to  per — 
secute  the  servant  of  God  in  more  instances  tbaiE:^ 
one.     But  that  eminent  sanctity,  which  attracted 
universal  respect,  had  constrained  him  to  re8tores=^ 
the  holy  Bishop  to  his  esteem.     From  an  enemy — 
he  was  become  an  admirer,  and  was  desirous  o 
giving  a  public  proof  of  the  change ;  be  thre 
himself  at  his  feet,  took  him  by  the  hand,  ki 
it,  watered  it  with  his  te&rs,  and  b^ged  his  bless 
ing  for  himself,  and  for  the  Prince  of  Genevois 
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eldest  son.     As  it  was  supposed^  that  the  vio- 

letMCG  of  his  malady  prevented  him  from  noticing 

the   SLction  of  the  Duke^  he  was  asked  if  he  knew 

hin^  •    be  answered  that  it  was  the  Duke  of  Ne- 

mours^  that  he  was  born  his  vassal^  that  he  had 

always  been  his  humble,  servant^  and  b^^ed  of 

God    to  bless  him  and  his  illustrious  house;  in 

say^iiag  these  words,  he  gave  him  his  benedic- 
tio 


carcely  had  the  Duke  left  him,    when  the 

Bislaop  of  Damascus  entered  the  room ;  he  was 

an   iii^limate  friend,  for  whom  the  holy  prelate  en- 

tertfii-ined  the  highest  regard.     The  Bishop  thus 

acoosted  him  :  ''  My  dear  brother,  I  am  come  to 

give  jou  all  the  assistance  in  my  power ;  for  you 

KQ  o^^r  it  is  written :  that  a  brother  assisted  hy  a 

^^tJter,  is  like  a  city  well  fortified."  "  It  is  true," 

replied  the  holy  prelate,    giving  him  his  hand, 

^•^^  it  is  again  written,  the  Lord  will  save  both 

^^^  ^^nd  the  other,'*     '^  Place  your  confidence  in 

^^     Xord,"  said  the  Bishop,  "  and  He  will  feed 

'^**  *     answered  the  holy  prelate.     A  short  time 

*  •^*'^  he  repeated  these  words  of  the  sacred  scrip- 

^^''^  •     My  heart  and  my  flesh  are  ryoiced  in 

^      living  God.     I  will  sing  the  mercies  of  the 

^^^^^Mfor  ever.     When  shall  I  appear  before  His 

Jcicc  s>  *  ♦  *  *  Shew  me^  O  my  beloved,  where  you 
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feedy  where  you  repose  at  mid-day.    The  Arch- 
bishop of  Embrun^  going  to  visit  him  about  the 
same  (ime^  found  him  engaged  with   God^  and 
heard  him  repeat  with  great  fervour  those  words  of 
the  scripture:    O  my  God,  my  desire  is  before 
yoUy  and  my  groanings  are  not  hidden  from  you. 
My  God  and  my  all,  my  desire  is  that  of  the  eternal 
hills.     In  the   mean  time^  as  his  apoplexy  was 
gradually  formings    many  violent  remedies  were 
resorted  to  to  check  its  progress.     A  blii^r  had  , 
been  applied  to  his  head^  and  in  taking  it  ofi^  the 
skin    had  been    forcibly  torn  away.      Caustics 
were  twice  applied  to  the  neck  and  the  top  of  the 
head^  which  burnt  the  flesh  to  the  bone.     During 
these  violent  operations^  the  holy  prelate^  who 
hfid  lost  neither  his  senses  nor  his  speech^  uttered 
not  the  smallest  complaint ;  he  only  vented  some 
$ighs^  and  shed  tears  which  were  drawn  from  him 
by  the  violence  of  the  pain.     But  as  he  regarded 
these  sufferings  as  pains  due  to  his  sins^  and  as 
satisfactions  to  the  Divine  justice^    who  leaves 
nothing    unpunished^    he   often    repeated    these 
words  of  the  Psalmist ;  Wash  me  O  Lord  from 
my  iniquities,  take  arway  my  sin,  purify  me  mare 
and  more.     As  his  pains  increased^  they  served 
only  to  inflame  his  ardour  for  God.     What  do 
I  here,  would  he  say^  O  my  God,  separated  from 
you  ?   Come  to  me,  or  command  me  to  go  to  you. 
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JDraw  me  from  this  valley  of  tears,  and  I  wUl 
rtin  qfter  the  odour  of  yowr  perfumes. 

Such  tender  sentiments^  so  wortbjr  of  a  Saint  at 
the  point  of  leaving  the  worlds  and  of  enjojing 
God;  of  a  Saint  whose  extreme  mildness  of  cha- 
racter excited  the  regard  eyen  of  his  enemies^ 
drew  tears  from  every  eje;  no  one  had  seif- 
command  enough  to  speak  to  him^  and  nothing 
vras  heard  but  a  confused  noise  of  sighs  and  sobs. 
The  hmj  prelate  observing  the  tender  scene^  said 
to  his  weeping  attendants;  '^  My  children  be  not 
afflicted;  is  it  not  necessary  that  the  will  of  God 
should  be  accomplished?"  After  that  he  was  silent 
for  some  time;  when  one  of  his  attendants  said: 
*^'  My  Lord  you  speak  no  more  to  us ;  let  us  have 
a.  word  of  edification/'  "  Live  in  peace  one  with 
another/'  said  the  holy  prelate,  ''  but  love  God 
above  all  things/^  He  was  then  silent  again ;  but 
as  it  is  of  great  importance  to  keep  the  patient 
awake  in  that  species  of  malady,  some  one  told 
him  to  keep  up  his  spirits ;  for  that  one  day  he 
might  be  expected  to  fill  the  throne  of  Geneva. 
The  Saint,  ^ho  had  ever  shewn  an  aversion  to 
the  sentiments  and  language  of  worldly  grandeur, 
replied  with  his  usual  humility ;  **  I  never  desired 
the  throne  of  Geneva ;  but  the  salvation  of  its 
inhabitants ;  their  conversion,  O  my  God,  I  have 
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always  asked  of  you^  and  I  now  ^sk  it  with  my 
whole  heart."  Another  of  tbe  attendants  some- 
what more  seasonably  endeavoured  to  call  his  at- 
tention to  his  dear  daughters  of  tbe  Visitation, 
and  asked  him^  if  he  had  no  message  for  them. 
"  No/'  replied  he,  ''  I  hope  that  the  God  of 
all  power  and  all  mercy,  will  complete  what  He 
has  b^un." 


His  disorder  now  began  to  increase,  and  all 
hopes  of  his  recovery  to  vanish;  this  appearance 
of  things  induced  the  Father  Ferrier,  a  Jesuit, 
who  had  never  left  him,  to  exhort  him  to  make 
the  prayer  of  St.  Martin :  ^'  Lord,  if  I  am  still 
necessary  to  tby  people,  I  decline  not  labour/' 
The  profound  humility  of  the  Saint  was  wounded 
at  the  thought  of  being  compared  to  so  great  a 
man,  whom  however  he  greatly  resembled ;  though 
he  alone  was  not  sensible  of  the  fact.  Accord- 
ingly instead  of  reciting  this  prayer,  he  repeated 
several  times,  that  he  was  a  useless  servant,  of 
whom  neither  God  nor  his  people  stood  in  need. 
His  conduct  was  far  different,  when  it  was  sug- 
gested to  him  to  say :  Holy^  Holy,  Holy  Lord 
God  of  Armies;  aU  the  earth  is  JUied  with  His 
Glory.  He  repeated  these  words  several  times; 
but  it  was  observed,  that  the  idea  of  the  gran- 
deur, of  the  sanctity  and  of  the  majesty  of  God, 
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had  taken  sucb  possession  of  his  mind^  tbat  he 
appeared  in  some  degree  lost  in  the  immensity  of 
the  Godhead.  He  now  lost  his  speech^  and  was 
perceived  still  to  live  only  by  the  motion  of  his 
lips  and  of  his  ejes^  which  from  time  to  time  he 
raised  to  heayen.  As  he  was  supposed  from  eveiy 
appearance  to  be  near  his  end^  the  attendants 
began  the  usual  prayers  for  recommending  the 
departing  soul;  and  as  they  were  advanced  to 
those  words  of  the  Litanies  of  the  Saints,  Holy 
Innocents  fray  for  him,  the  venerable  prelate 
lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven  for  the  last  time,  and 
resigned  into  the  hands  of  God  his  pure  and  inno- 
cent soul  with  the  same  tranquillity,  which  had 
distinguished  his  life.  His  death  happened  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  the  festival  of 
the  Holy  Innocents,  of  whom  he  had  imitated 
the  purity,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two^ 
in  the  fifty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  twen- 
tieth of  his  episcopal  dignity. 

The  reader  may  have  remarked  from  all  that 
the  holy  Bishop  uttered  during  the  last  hours  of 
his  life,  that  death  was  to  him  rather  a  subject  of 
joy  than  of  terror ;  and  certainly  after  having  imi- 
tated the  charity  of  the  great  Apostle  during  life, 
it  would  have  been  singular,  if  he  had  not  as- 
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suraed  his  sentiments.     Indeed  if -Si  Paul  could 
say^  that  Jesus  Christ  y/as  his  life ;  that  be  consi^ 
dered  death  as  a  gain^  and  that  he  longed  for  the 
dissolution  of  his  bodj^    in  order  to  enjoj  his 
Redeemer^    is  it   a  matter  of  surprise^  that  an 
Apostolic  man  like  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  should  ^ 
have  discovered  so  little  fondness  for  life,  so  littl 
apprehension  of  death,  and  desires  so  ardent  t 
be  united  to  the  source  of  all  blessings,  to  tb^ 
God  i^vhom  he  had  so  ardently  loved,  and  vyhojr — 
he  had  so  faithfully  served  ?  How  could  he  die  iii= 
other  sentiments,  he  who  had  so  often  repeate^= 
after  St.  Augustine,  that  if  we  consult  the  dictates 
of  our  faith,  we  shall  find  that  a  good  life  am 
the  desire  of  death  are  inseparable?  For  agree- 
ably to  the  sentiments  of  this  illustrious  doctor, 
no  man  can  be  truly  a  Christian  without  lovinj 
God,  and  no  man  can  love  Him,  without  longings 
for  that  eternal  life,  which   He  promises  to  Hi^ 
friends.      This  happy  existence   is    believed  by — 
faith ;  it  is  expected  by  hope,  and  it  is  loved  and   - 
desired  by  charity;  thus  in  proportion  to  our  ad- 
vancement in  the  yirtues,  which  are  so  essential 
to  Christianity,  we  proceed  in  the  exercise  of  this 
holy  desire ;  and  the  more  we  desire  eternal  goods, 
we  are  in  the  same  proportion  disengaged  from 
temporal  enjoyments;  and  thus  we  are  enabled  to 
say  with  St.  Paul,  that  it  is  a  gain  and  an  advan- 
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to  depart  faence^  since  death  alone  can'  lead 
us    '  'Co  the  possession  of  God^  and  this  possession 

in  this  world  to  be  the  object  of  true  pietf, 
the  ultimate  end  of  all  our  desires.     Such 
wsft.s    the  practice  of  all  the  Saints ;  and  it  may  be 
proKiounced,    that  something  would   have  been 
/v«rsi.smting  to  the  eminent  sanctity  of  St.  Francis  of 
SclI^^s^  if  he  had  died  in  other  sentiments.     It  is 
tru^^  that  the  justice  of  God  cannot  but  excite 
terror ;  and  that  no  one  should  believe  himself  so 
pvir^  as  not  to  fear  it;  and  whatever  we  may  have 
done  for  God,  we  should  always  consider  ourselves^ 
in    icnitation  of  the  holy  prelate,    as  useless  ser- 
vants.    That  hope,    which  should  animate  the 
Christian,  would  degenerate  into  presumption,  if 
^^     bought  himself  worthy  of  the  recompence^ 
'^hic^h  God  has  prepared  for  those  who  love  Him. 
^u.'t  thait  charity,  which  excites  a  desire  of  deaths 
^^  Order  to  be  inseparalily  united  to  God,  is  per- 
*^^tly  compatible  with  the  fear  which  is  to  be  en- 
^^'t^ined  of  His  justice.    Besides  the  infinite  good- 
^^sa  of  God,  His  unlimited  mercies,  the  merits  of 
J^s^js  Christ,  who  from  His  unbounded  love  has 
»He^^  jjig  IjIqo^  for  us,  are  so  legitimate  grounds  of 
'^^I^c  for  a  soul  disengaged  from  the  world,  that 
*hi^     desire    generally    predominates    over    fear. 
5*^«^r  therefore  is  blended  with  hope  and  desire, 
in  Saints  possessed  of  consummate  charity. 


396  THE   LIFE   OF  ST.   FRANCIS 

hope  and  desire  are  ever  found  to  be  more  pow- 
erful than  fear;  and  this  made  the  holy  prelat^^ 
exclaim :  ''  O  my  God !  come  to  me^  or  commanJ^^ 
me  to  go  to  you ;  draw  me  from  this  valley  o^fc  *^ 

tears^  and  I  will  run  after  the  odour  of  your  per ^' 

fumes." 

As  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  he  was  dead^ 
the  body  was  opened  to  be  embalmed;  andtheo^^^^^ 
was  discovered  the  truth  of  what  has  been  re- 
corded^ that  the  incomparable  meekness  admired 
in  his  character^  was  not  natural  to  him ;  for  bis 
gall  was  found  to  be  a  hard  substance,  divided  into 
several  smaller  stones^  by  the  continual  violence 
which  he  had  done  himself  to  overcome  anger^  to 
which  he  was  naturally  subject.  His  dress  and 
his  linen^  tinged  with  his  hlood^  were  divided 
among  several  persons  of  note^  who  received  them 
with  much  respect,  and  who  preserve  them  at 
this  day  as  the  most  precious  relics.  The  Duke 
of  Nemours  asked  for  a  medal,  which  the  holy 
prelate  had  always  carried  about  him ;  his  cross 
was  sent  to  the  Prince  of  Piedmont,  and  bis  ring 
to  the  Princess.  His  heart  was  placed  in  a  silver 
bason,  and  carried  in  solemn  procession,  attended  ^ 
with  a  great  number  of  flambeaus,  to  the  convent 
of  the  Visitation  of  Bellecour  at  Lyons,  where  it 
was  some  days  after  deposited  in  a  leaden  hoi. 
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and   then  in  a  silver  sbrine.     His  body  was  em- 
balmed^  and  cloathed  witb  his  pontifical  orna- 
moxits.     Wben  the  news  of  his  death  was  spread 
abroad^  persons  flocked  from  all  parts  to  testify 
the    esteem^    which  they  had  conceived  for   his 
sanctity  during  his  life.      The  people  came   in 
croM^ds  to  kiss  his  garments^  to  touch  them  with 
medallions^  with  cloths  and  beads^  and  the  con- 
course was   so  great  and  lasted  so  long  a  time, 
that  the  difficulty  was  extreme  to  convey  the  body 
to    the   church  of  the  Visitation.     It  was  there 
placed  on  a  state  bed,    and  remained  for  two 
^^y^j  during  which  his  funeral  oration  was  pro- 
nounced, and  the  usual  prayers  recited.     His  re- 
"^ains  were  then  placed  in  a  coffin,  and  every 
thing  was  ready  to  convey  them  to  Savoy,  when 
the  intendant  of  the  province,  at  the  desire  of  the 
*oliabitants  of  Lyons,  who  could  not  endure  the 
thoughts  of  losing  such  a  precious  deposite,  issued 
*  {Prohibition  in  the  King's  name,  to  proceed  far- 
^h^ j^  without  the  orders  of  his  Majesty. 

This  opposition  obliged  the  family  of  Sales, 
^J^ither  the  information  was  soon  conveyed,  to 
^^^ite  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ;  and  that  Prince  dis- 
P^tlcbcd  immediately   a   messenger  to  His   Most 

iristian  Majesty,  with  a  copy  of  the  will  of  the 
ly  prelate,    which   expressly  enjoined  that  his 
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body  should  be  buried  at  Annecy^  in  the  churcCi 
of  the  Visitation.     It  required  the  interposition  o^ 
such  a  Prince^  and  no  less  a  proof  of  the  intentiors 
of  the  deceased  Bishop^  than  a  copy  of  his  will  km 
due  form^  to  induce  his  Majesty  to  consent  thttj 
iiis  kingdom  should  be  deprived  of  so  precious  s. 
deposite.     He  accordingly  dispatched  orders^  tha^ji 
the  body  should  be  conveyed  to  its  destinatiom 
As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  King's  pleasure  reacbe#^« 
Annety^  the  Chevalier  of  Sales^  accompanied  b«: 
many  of  his   relations^  and  two   Canons  of 
Cathedral  of  Geneva^  repaired  to  Lyons  to  ensu 
the  execution  of  the  order.     The  injunctions  C7/ 
the  King  were  so  positive^  that  they  could  pot  be 
eluded;  accordingly  on  the  day  appointed  for  tbe 
ceremony,  the  Vicar  General,  followed  by  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  clergy  and  the  people^ 
proceeded  to  the  church  of  the  Visitation^  whence 
he  accompanied  the  venerable  remains  to  some 
distance  from  the  city.     The  inhabitants  remained 
inconsolable  on  seeing  themselves  deprived  of  the 
precious  remains  of  a  Saint,  who  had  honoured 
them  so  often  with  his  presence  during  his  life.  ^ 
On  the  road  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  *tbe  towudt 
and  the  villages,  ran  in  crowds  to  meet  the  body; 
and  the  clergy  without  invitation,  accooipaoied  it 
from  one  parish  to  another.     As  soon  as  it  arrived 
within  sight  of  Annecy,    and  its  approach  was 
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proclaimed  by  the  sound  of  bells^  a  general  ap- 
ped.rance  of  mourning  and  desolation  |)ervaded  the 
citfij^.     Every  person  considered  that  he  had  lost  in 
hinn  whatever  was  most  dear  to  his  heart;  and 
th^  poor  in  particular^  who  had  always  formed 
tfab^^  principal  object  of  his  care^  could  admit  of  no 
c^^nsolation^  when  they  reflected  that  they  were 
t^X'eaved  of  their  father^  their  protector  and  their 
^^pport.     When  the  funeral  train  approached  the 
'^^^ji  the  Bishop  of  Chalcedon^  the  brother  and 
successor  of  the  holy  prelate^  went  out  to  meet  it, 
followed  by  the  clergy  and  the  people,  with  tears 
,    starting  in  their  eyes,  and  emulously  exhibiting 
'     tnarks  of  the  deepest  affliction.     The  body  was 
deposited  for  two  days  in  the  church  of  the  Holy 
Sepulchre,  while  preparations  were  making  for  the 
'  solemn  ceremony.     When  all  arrangements  were 
made  the  body  was  conveyed  to  the  church  of 
St.  Francis,  which  supplied  the  place  of  a  cathe- 
dral.    The  Bishop  of  Chalcedon  celebrated  mass; 
and  after  the  luneral  oration  had  been  delivered, 
and  the  ceremony  was   concluded,  the  precious 
remains  were  conveyed  to  the  church  of  the  first 
fclnonastery  of  Annecy,  and  interred  near  the  great 
altar  on  the  right  hand,  at  some  distance  from  the 
wall.  A  magnificent  tomb  was  afterwards  erected, 
embellished  with  columns  of  marble,  and  adorned 
"With  several  inscriptions,  to  perpetuate  to  poste* 
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ritv,  the  eternal  remembrance  of  his  virtues  and 
of  that  eminent  sanctity^  which  God  crowned  in 
heayen^  whilst  He  honoured  it  on  earth  with    a. 
great  number  of  miracles. 

While  those  transactions  were  passing  at  Lyorfts^ 
the  Mother  de  Chantal  was  at  Grenoble^  whenoe 
she  had  to  proceed  by  the  order  of  the  holy  pre- 
late^ to  Belley  and  to  Chamberry.     As  she  was 
praying  for  him  on  the  day  of  the  Holy  Innocenfs, 
which  was  that  of  his  deaths  she  heard  a  Toice,    i 
which  distinctly  uttered  these  words  :    He  is  no 
more.     She    took   them    in    a  figurative   sense. 
''  He  is  no  more/'  said  she,  "  it  is  true,  O  mjf 
God;  he  lives  no  more  for  himself;  butheliTes 
for  you,  and  to  make  me  live  in  you/'     As  she 
had  heard  nothing  of  his  death,  not  even  of  his 
illness,  she  reflected  <  no  farther  on  these  words. 
Some  days  after  she  received  a  letter  from  the 
Bishop  of  Chalcedon,  which  brought  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  of  the  common  loss  they  had 
suffered.     She  then  comprehended  the  real  mean- 
ing of  the  words:  He  is  no  more.     For  some 
time  she  indulged  in  the  greatest  extremity  of 
grief;  but  then  reflecting  on  all  which  she  bad 
ever  heard  from  the  holy  prelate,  concerning  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  God,  she  thought  it  impos- 
sible to  honour  his  memory  in  a  better  manner 
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than  bjr  practising  bis  maxims^  and  executing  his 
hBt    injunctions.     Accordingly  after '  some  days 
she  departed  for  Belley  lind  for  Chamberry,  and 
repaired  to  Annecy  to  adjust  the  funeral  solemnity; 
Having  performed  this  duty  with  that  greatness  of 
soul,   M^hich  was  natural  to  her,  she  with  great 
application  and  labour,  began  to  collect  all  the 
writings  of  the  holy  Bishop;  and  it  is  to  her  that 
we-  are  indebted  for  the  publication  of  his  letters, 
his    meditations,  his  entertainments,   his  sermons 
aad  his  excellent  book  on  the  love  of  God.     She 
then  procured  the  composition  of  memoirs  of  the 
Vife  of  the  holy  prelate,  and  bestowed  such  unre- 
mitted attention  on  the  business  of  attesting  his 
miracles,  and  pursued  this  object  with  so  much 
success,    that  it  may  be  pronounced,    that  the 
Order  of  the  Visitation  owes  to  her  efforts  the 
canonization  of  their  holy  founder. 

After  having  performed  the  tribute,  which  she 
considered  due  to  the  memory  of  this  great  man, 
she  thought  herself  incapable  of  adopting  a  mor^ 
^  proper  mode  of  conduct,  than  by  regulating  in  all 
respects  the  interior  and  exterior  of  the  Order  of 
the  Visitation,  which  they  had  jointly  established, 
agreeably  to  his  spirit  and  maxims.  With  this 
view  she  assembled  at  Annecy  all  the  ancient 
Superiors  of  the  Order.     They  collected  whatever 
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the  My  Bi«bop  bad  written  for  the  difectiaii 
the  pei^BCtioa  of  the  institute,  and  from  these  ta" 
luable  reaiains  they  composed  that  perfomuuic^. 
which  they  entitled  their  Book  of  CustoaiB. 
Mother  de  Chantal  was  unwilling  to  have  to; 
merit  in  this  performance,  but  that  of  the 
exactness   in   suffering    nothing  to   be  inse 
which  was  not  from  their  holy  founder^  wheth 
it  was  collected  from  noie»  in  his  hand-writing, 
from  the  maxims  which  she  had  practised  un 
his  direction,  and  inserted  in  the  rule.     At  lengt-^s 
this  holy  wonmn^  after  havijig  given  to  the  Ofd^K" 
innumerable  examples  of   virtue,    after    havim^T 
established  seventy-five  convents,  during  the  nifi^*- 
teen  years  that  she   survived  tlie  holy  prelate  S 
after  having  proved   herself  in   all   respects  his 
worthy  spiritual  daughter,  and  his  faithful  discipW?^ 
died  at  Moulins^  in  the  odour  of  sarictity^  on  tb 
thirteenth   day   of  December,    in  the  year  o«» 
thousand  six  hundred  and   forty-one;  her  bocl3^ 
was  conveyed  to   Annecy,    and  interred   in  (t^^ 
church  of  tlu3  first  convent  of  the  Visitation. 

Before  her  death  she  had  the  satisfection  <^  ^ 
seeing  bis  sanctity  attested    by  many  miracle^-^ 
which  were  performed  at  his  tomb  and  in  otbe^' 
places  by  his  intercession.     In  France  miraculotf^ 
operations  of  no  less  magnitude  took  p|ace  \>J 
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chifig  Ills  b^art  which  remained  at  Ljrohs  in  the 
►^lastei^  of  the  Visitation  of  BellecOur,  where 
BOW  preserved  with  much  veneration.  Some 
after  his  deaths  the  Duke  of  Vendome  made' 
resent  to  this  convent  of  a  golden  heart  to 
^  lose  that  >of  the  holy  prelate,  in  acknowledge 
t  of  many  favours,  which  he  had  obtained  by 
intercession.  In  the  year  one  thonsanid  six 
dred  and  thirty,  eight  years  after  his  death, 
g  Lewis  XIII.  having  been  recovered  from  a 
t^ftgerous  illness,  by  the  application  o^this  sacred 
i.^,  made  a  present  to  this  same  convent  of  a 
^rrt  somewhat  larger  than  that  which  has  been 
tioned,  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  his  grati- 
«  and  of  the  credit  of  this  great  Saiot  before 
^  throne  of  God,  The  late  Queen  Mother, 
^«e  of  Austria  his  spouse,  has  often  testified  that 
^*nce  was  indebt>ed  to  him  for  the  preservation  of 
^  life  of  Lewis  the  Great ;  and  that  it  was  by 
^  prayers  that  he  had  been  delivered  from  irami- , 
"*t  danger,  to  which  he  had  be^n  reduced  by 
^  small  pox.  These  miracles,  and  wiany-  others 
^^  numerous  to  be  recorded,  having  secured  to 
^^n  t/he  veneration  of  people,  who  crowded  to  hi^ 
^\b,  and  publicly  invoked  bim  as  a  Saint,  w- 
^ed  the  Order  of  the  Visitation  to  apply  io  tf*^ 
^pe  to  obtain  his  beatificatioa.  Hn  HaUoi^ 
^uiediately  named  fc'ommissaries  to  take  iiifi><'=***" 
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tipn  of  bis  life  and  miracles.  This  inforindtion 
was  conducted  with  the  utmost  caution ;  and  it 
may  safely  be  asserted,  that  the  testimony  of  man- 
kind can  in  no  instance  possess  any  force^  if  the 
miracles  attested  on  that  occasion  are  not  deemed 
entitled  to  credit.  Before  this  examination  was 
completrdi  Innocent  X,  by  whose  orders  it  had 
been  begun,  died.  Cardinal  Fabio  Cbigi  having 
succeeded  him  under  the  title  of  Alexander  VII. 
solicitations*  to  have  the  business  concluded  were 
renewed  Great  hopes  were  entertained  of  a  suc- 
cessful issue,  as  this  Pope  himself  was  enabled  to 
furnish  very  authentic  proofs  of  the  sanctity  of  the 
Bishop  of  Gfeneva.  For  having  been  at  Munster, 
in  qualify  of  Plenipotentiary,  the  year  preceding 
his  exaltation,  he  had  there  been  cured  of  a  dan- 
gerous illness,  by  the  intercession  of  the  holy 
Bishop;  and  he  himself  had  acknowledged  that 
he  had  been  indebted  to  the  efficacy  of  his  prayers 
for  the  bemefit  of  returning  health,  by  sending  a 
considerable  sum  to  Annecy,  to  contribute  to  the 
building  of  a  church  on  the  spot^  where  bis  re- 
mains were  deposited.  He  had  likewise  promised 
to  promote  with  all  his  power  his  beatification^  on 
bis  return  to  Rome. 

These  circiim  stances  engaged  the  Duchess  of 
Montmorency^   who  had  retired  to  a  convent  of 
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tlhe  Visitation  at  Moulins^  to  write  to  hifn  after 
his  electioii,  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  faini  of 
liis  promise.     She  caused  solicitations  to  be  made 
to  him  by  many  Cardinals  to  whom  she  wrote; 
but  the  Pope  was  more  effectually  solicited  by  a 
sense  of  gratitude^  and  by  the  indubitable  and 
personal  proofs^  which  he  himself  could  produce 
of  the  sanctity  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  of 
the  happiness  which  he  enjoyed  in  heaven.     Afe- 
cordinjrly  without  waiting  for  the  lapse  of  fifty 
years,  which  usually  intervene  between  the  dekth 
of  a  Saint  and  his  beatification,  he  beatified  him 
nine  years  sooner,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  sixty-one ;  and  the  brief  was  addressed  to  the 
first  convent  of  Annecy.     Then  the  body  of  the 
holy  prelate  was  taken  from  the  tomb,  and  placed 
on  the  altar  in  a  superb  silver  shrine,  pres)ented 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Duchess  of  Savoy,  Christina 
of  France.     It  was  expected,  that  his  canoniza- 
tion would  take  place  the  following  year ;  but  as 
every  thing  is  conducted  at  Rome  with  the  ma- 
turest   caution,    three  years  elapsed,   before  any 
farther  advances  were  made  in  the  business. 

This  posture  of  affairs  engaged  His  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty,  the  Queens  his  mother  and  spouse^ 
the  Queen  Dowager  of  England,  their  Polish  Ma- 
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jesties,  the  Duchess  of  Savoj,  the  Duke 'and 
jpqchcss  of  Bavaria^  to  address  to  the  Pope  a  re- 
quest to  conclude  the  business.  The  asseinbly  of 
the  clergy  of  France,  the  religious  orders^  the 
parliaments^  the  governors  of  provinces^  joined 
their  solicitations  to  this  request;  and  to  give 
more  weight  to  the  transaction^  the  King  dis- 
patched to  Ronie^  the  Bishops  of  Eyreux  and  of 
Soifisons,  to  make  solicitations  in  his  name^  in 
conjunction  with  the  Duke  of  Crequy,  for  the 
canonization  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva.  The 
union  of  so  many  parties  in  one  general  solicitation, 
completed  the  determination  of  the  Pope.  Ac- 
cordingly, after  the  usual  formalities  and  ceremo- 
nies, on  Sunday,  the  nineteenth  of  April,  iti  the 
year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five,  be 
was  canonized  with  much  solemnity;  and  the  ^^ 
Pope  ordered  his  festival  to  be  celebrated  in  the  ^ 
Church  every  year,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
January,  under  the  title  of  Confessor  Bishop.. 
The  Pope  sent  the  bull  to  the  Nuns  of  the  Visita- 
tion of  Annecy,  and  acconipanied  it  with  a  superb 
standard.  On  one  aide  was  represented  a  full 
length  likeness  of  the  holy  prelate  in  his  pontifical 
dress,  and  on  the  other,  the  same  figure  in  his 
canonical  robes^  such  as  he  wore,  when  be  iras 
provpi^t  of  Geneva.  In  this  bull^  which  was 
afterwards  addressed  to  all  Churches  in  communion 
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with  the  See  of  Rome,  the  Pope,  nfter  bestow- 
ing on  St.  Francis,  aH  the  comraendations  which 
can  be  given  to  the  greatest  Sibints,  speaks  of  hint 
in  high  terms  of  applause  for  baving  converted 
seventy-two  thousand  heretics.  This  fact,  sur-  , 
prising  as  it  appeared,  was  considered  at  Rome,- 
as  so  well  attested,  after  the  most  rigorous  investi- 
gation/ that  it  has  been  sine^  inserted  in  the  les- 
sons, whieh  are  annually  read  in  the  Church  on 
Ihe  day  of  his  festival.  Be<^ides  a  great  numbef 
of  miracles,  which  had  been  verified,  the  Popi 
records  seven  of  the  clearest  and  most  authentic 
description.  The  first  relates  to  a  dead  person 
raised  to  life;  the  second  to  one  born  blind,  whtif 
recovered  his  sight  at  bis  ton>b;  the  third  und 
fourth  regard  the  restoration  of  a  person  in  the 
palsy  and>  of  one  who  had  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs ; 
the  fifth  is  of  a  female  raised  from  death  to  lif^; 
the  sixth  and  seventh  refer  to  the  sudden  cure  of 
persons  at  bis  tomb,  who  had  been  deprived  of 
the  use  of  their  limbs.  Those  who  are  acquainted . 
^ith  the  extreme  precautions  adopted  at  Rome  in 
the  verification  of  miracles^  will  without  hesita- 
tion, believe  what  is  here  recorded  ;  otherwise  all 
human  testimony  must  be  subjected  to  doubt,  and 
tve  must  be  reduced  to  believe  nothing,  but  what 
we  see  with  our  own  eyes;  a  system,  which  no 
rational  man  ever  yet  devised.     The  following 
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year  the  Pope  sent  to  his  tomb  a.  cross  and  six 
silver  candlesticks^  of  great  vt^eigbt  and   curious 
workmanship;  this  present  he  accompanied  with 
4  brief  addressed  to  the  Nuns  of  the  Visitation  of 
Annecy ;  which  contained  an  additional  panegjric 
of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.     In  this  address  he  says 
among  other  topics^    that  the  wisdom  and   the 
virtues  of  this  holy  prelate  difiuse  a  salutary  light 
throughout  the  whole  Christian  world;  that  he 
had  been  enlightened  with  its  rays  from  his  tender 
years;    that  as  to  himself^    having  viewed  with 
admiration  bis  splendid  merit  and  his  divine  mode 
of  instruction,  he  had  chosen  him  as  his  principal 
guide  and  master^    in  order  to  follow  bis  foot- 
rteps  in  every  occurrence  of  life.     lu  a  word,  be 
repeats  in  the  course  of  the  brief,  that  the  heroic 
virtues  and  salutary  writings  of  St.  Francis,  may 
be  called  so  many  flaming  torches,  which  difiuse 
fire  and  light  over  every  part  of  the  Church.     To 
tills  applause  of  the  Pope,  might  be  added  the 
commenUations,  which  the  greatest  men  of  our 
age  have  bestowed  on  St.  Francis ;  but  as  such  a 
fletail  would  exceed  the  boundaries  of  historv,  it 
inay  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  there  are  few 
Saints  in  the  Church,  who  have  been  more  grne- 
rat!v  respected.     From  all  parts  of  Europe  persons 
Ci  \>ded  to  his  tomb;  the  reputation  of  his  sano- 
Uty  has  reached  the  East  Indies,  and  whole  na- 
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tions  in  these  remote  regions^  have  choseo  ^Iiiin 
their  protector  before  the  throne  of  God.  It  i» 
thus  that  the  Almighty,  the  father  of  light  and  of 
mercy,  the  God  of  all  truth,  after  having  pro- 
mised that  those^  who  shall  believe  in  Him,  and 
shall  imitate  the  sanctity  of  His  son,  shall  perform 
greater  miracles  than  He  exhibited  on  earth  ;  it  is 
thus  that  this  just  Judge  crowns  His  own  gifts. 
For  to  say  all  in  one  word,  whatever  excellence 
^e  admire  in  the  Saints,  either  during  their  lives 
oraftcr  their  deaths,  the  Catholic  Church  recog-- 
iiises  none  which  does  not  proceed  from  God. 
She  openly  professes  to  believe,  that  the  Saints 
enjoy  no  distinction  before  God,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  their  virtues,  that  their  virtues  are  gifts 
of  Divine  grace,  and  that  eternal  happiness,  which 
is  the  reward  of  those  virtues,  is  attained  only  by 
an  humble  dependance,  a*  perfect  submission  and 
conformity  to  the  Divine  will. 

It  was  by  this  constant  submission  to  the  orders 
of  God,  and  by  an  exact  and  faithftrl  observance 
of  His  commands  and  counsels,  that  St.  Francis 
of  Sales  acquired  that  eminent  sanctity,  which  the 
Father  of  mercies  has  been  pleased  to  crown  in 
heaven,  and  which  the  Church  proposes  to  the 
faithful  on  earth  as  an  object  of  imitation.  He 
had  received  from  God,  like  Solomon,  a  natural 
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iiic%ation  to  virtue^  a  tender  and  beneficent  sonl, 
a  heart  upright,  firm^  unshaken^  and  ever  devoted 
to  duly.  Raised  above  that  fatal  inconstancy, 
which  produces  falls  and  relapses,  and  prevents 
men  from  walking  steadily  in  the  path  of  virtue, 
be  loved,  he  was  enamoured  of  it,  as  soon  as  it 
was  known  to  htm ;  he  with  unremitting  ardour 
practised  its  precepts.  By  a  special  grace  of  God, 
he  preserved  to  his  death  the  innocence  with  which 
be  was  clothed  ia  baptism ;  this  blessing  was  the 
foundation  of  all  his  distinguished  virtue.  A  re- 
spectful fear,  a  tender  love  of  God,  an  ardent 
charity  for  his  neighbour^  an  indefatigable  zeal 
for  the  salvation  of  souls,  a  profound  humility, 
an  invincible  patience,  a  degree  of  meekness  not 
to  be  ruffled  by  any  event,  a  contempt  of  himself, 
which  could  not  be  exceeded,  these  were  streams 
which  flowed  from  so  pure  a  source.  Trained 
from  his  earliest  years  in  the  school  of  Jesus  Christ, 
he  respected,  he  loved  with  unabated  affection  the 
Church  as  his  mother ;  he  constantly  adhered  to 
her  doctrine ;  he  cautiously  avoided  both  in  bis 
life  and  his  writings  those  unfrequented  roads, 
those  private  and  obscure  paths,  which  never  fail 
to  lead  to  the  precipice ;  in  a  word,  he  was  learned 
without  pride,  without  attachment  to  his  own 
judgment;  humble  without  meanness  ;  firm  with* 
out  obstinacy;  mild  without  weakness,  and  re« 
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mofe  from  that  timtd^  interested  and  UDquinly 
complaisance^  which  flatter?  crime  under  the  pre. 
iexi  of  sparing  fhe  sinner.  Always  intent  on  the 
glory  oFGod^  and  the  salvation  of  souls^  he  made 
himself  all  to  all^  in  order  to  gain  all  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

It  is  this  glory  of  Almighty  God,  which  the 
writer  has  had  in  view  in  giving  the  life  of  St. 
Francis  of  Sales;  the  game  spirit  should  animate 
the  reader.  For  after  all  that  can  be  said  in 
favour  of  the  Sarots^  whatever  be  their  merit,  it  is 
God  who  has  sanctified  them  by  His  grace,  en- 
lightened them  by  His  wisdom,  and  supported 
them  by  the  force  of  His  divine  spirit;  and  they 
were  not  on  earth,  nor  are  they  in  heaven  any 
thing,  but  what  He  has  made  them  by  His  infinite 
mercy.  This  truth  they  always  acknowledged ; 
and  this  will  be  displayed  in  the  following  book, 
which  will  treat  of  the  spirit,  of  the  maxims  and 
sentiments  of  the  holy  Bishop,  whose  actions  have 
been  recorded. 
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trait  of  the  interior  of  St.  Francis  of  Saks,  bp  the 

Mother  de  ChantaU 

S  the  interior  is  the  source  of  sentiments  and 
^  of  maxims  ;  as  it  regulates  the  conduct^  and 
ost  invariably  gives  a  general  impression  to 
character^  it  is  not  easy  to  mistake  one^  when 

other  is  known.  But  in  the  great  mass  of 
ikind^  this  secret  truth  is  so  concealed^  that 
ar^  more  frequently  reduced  to  the  necessitj^  of 
ning  a  judgment  of  the  mind  and  the  heart  by 
r  actions  and  their  words^  than  of  estimating 
merit  of  their  deeds  and  their  conversation  by 
knowledge  of  their  interior.     Hence  the  opi- 

OL.    II.  p   d 
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nions^  which  are  formed  of  the  characters  of  meo, 
prove  so  often  fallacious;  we  judge  of  the  interior 
by  the  external  appearance,  when  they  are  but 
too  frequently  found  to  be  at  variance.  The 
mouth,  says  the  holy  scripture,  speaks  from  the 
abundance  of  the  heart ;  but  the  heart  does  not 
always  feel  the  expressions  of  the  mouth.  The 
most  usual  way  of  knowing  mankind  is  to  frame 
a  judgment  from  their  sentiments  and  conduct; 
but  the  most  certain  method  beyond  all  compa- 
rison is  to  regulate  this  judgment  by  the  mind  and 
the  heart.  A  bad  tree  can  never  produce  good 
fruit;  a  good  tree  can  never  produce  bad  fruit. 
It  is  by  these  two  methods  that  we  can  estimate 
the  character  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.  We  are 
acquainted  with  his  actions,  we  are  in  possession 
of  his  writings ;  but  we  have  likewise  the  portrait 
of  his  heart  and  his  mind.  The  author  of  this 
portrait  is  above  all  suspicion;  it  is  the  Mother 
de  Chantal,  that  enlightened  and  upright  person, 
who  had  studied  him  so  long,  to  whom  he  opened 
the  inmost  recesses  of  his  heart,  and  whose  know- 
ledge of  him  was  by  consequence  so  accurate. 

We  read  in  the  history  of  her  life,*  that  a  great 
servant  of  God,  in  vi'bom  she  reposed  unlimited 


*  Maupas  life  of  the  Mother  de  Chantal. 
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'Confidence,  reqiaested  of  her  aft6r  the  deflitli  of  this 
-great  Sattit^  to  commit  to  writing  whatever  sh« 
knew  of  his  interior.     She  at  first  (rom  sentiments  ' 
of  humility  declined  the  proposal ;   but  as'  the 
request  was  earnestly  repeated  and  enforced,  she 
complied  with  it  from  a  motive  of  submission^  not 
believing  it  lawful  to  disobey  the  injunction  of  a 
person,  who  held   the  place  of  God.     The  fot-   • 
lowing  is  the  substance  of  what  she  has  left  on 
record  concerning  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  holy 
prelate  almost  in  her  own  words.     *'  He  pos- 
sessed/'  says  die>  '^  a  mind  vigorous,   polished 
and  universal,  and  our  Lord  had  spared  nothing 
for  the  perfection  of  this  work,  which  His  Al- 
mighty hand  had  formed  for  Himself."     Though 
evenness  of  temper  is  not  often  associated  with  a 
considerable  portion  of  mental  vigour^  she  assures 
lis  that  ^^  his  equality  of  mind  was  incomparable; 
that  he  had  never  been  observed  to  be  inflamed 
with  passion^  though  he  was  constitutionally  full 
of  warmth  and  fire."     Great  strength  of  mind 
usually  accompanies  an   equality  of  temper;    it 
would  otherwise  be  difficult  to  support  the  various 
accidents  and  reverses  of  life,  and  even  the  trials 
to  which  the  Saints  are  more  than  usually  exposed. 
This   quality  she  ascribes  to    the  holy  prelate. 
'^  His  force  of  mind,"  continues  she,  '^  was  dis- 
played  in   a  constant  course  of  virtue;  in  this 
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particular  no  one  e?er  observed  bim  deficknt  in 
a   single  instance.     Who  ever  savt^  his  patience 

*  .shaken^  bis  mien  deficient  in  modesty^  or  in  an; 

.  .manner  ungracious^  or  bis  soul  agitated  on  any 
occasion." 

To  these  qualities^  v?bicb  maj  be  denominated 
natural  perfections,  though  they  are  unquestion- 
ably very  distinguished  gifts  of  God,  the  Mother 
de  Chantal  adds  that  of  faith  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree.    ^'  I  discovered/!  says  she,  "  in  my  vene- 
rable guide  and  father,    a  gift  of  perfect  faith, 
accompanied  with  great  light,   certitude^  predi- 
lection>  and  extreme  sweetness.     His  conversations 
mth  me  on  this  subject  were  admirable;  and  he 
once  acknowledged  to  me,  that  God  had  favoured 
him  with  a  considerable  portion  pf  light ;  indeed 
his  life  and  Writings^  are  vouchers  of  this  fact. 
God  had  diffused  over  his  soul,  or  as  he  expressed 
it,  over  the  superior  part  of  his  soul  so  bright  a 
light,  that  he  saw  with  a  distinct  view  the  truths 
^of  faith  and  their  excellence.     That  occasioned 
the  greatest  ardour  of  devotion,  and  adegr^'of 
ravishing  delight  in  his  will,  notwithstanding  hit 
continual  exterior  occupations;   for  he  kept  his 
mind  in  an  interior  solitude,  which  never  suffered 
him  to  lose  for  a  moment  the  presence  of  God." 
Confidence  in  God  and  abandonment  to  His  Pro- 
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Vidence,  flowed  from  this  source  of  a  livelj  and 
animated  faith  ;  he  valued  but  in  a  very  slight 
degree  natural  and  acquired'  light.     ^'  He  often 
told  us/'  continues  the  Mother de  Chantal^  "that 
if  he  had  to  pass  through  life  again^  he  would 
undervalue  human  prudence  more  than  ever,  in 
order  to  commit  himself,  from  the  earliest  dawn 
of  reason,  to  the  guidance  of  Divine  Providence. 
He  induced  the  souls  which  he  directed  to  prac- 
tice this  abandoqment,  as  the  surest  method  o{ 
perfection..   When  agreeably  to  the  suggestions 
of  human  prudence  he  foresaw  any  impossibility 
in  the  accomplishment  of  his  designs,  he  redou* 
bled  his  confidence  in  God,  and  never  entertained 
firmer  hopes  of  success,  than  when  he  was  left  to 
the  single  support  of  Providence;   and  in  that 
situation    he    preserved    an    easy   and  contented 
mind."     This  abandonment  to   Providence  was 
not  the  effect  of  that  inactivity  and  indolence, 
i^hich   are  often  observed  in   persons  otherwise 
virtuous  and  devoted  to  God.     The  holy  prelate 
ivas   blessed  with  a  great  .and  active  soul;    he 
expected  every  thing  from  God,  but  he  laboured 
Tvith  as  much  spirit,  as  if  success  were  to  depend 
on  his  own  individual  exertions.     "  He  possessed,'' 
adds  the  Mother  de  Chantal,  ^'  a  most  vigorous 
and  generous  spirit  in  encountering  labour,  and 
in    advancing  the  enterprises,    which  God   sug-^ 
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gented^  beyond  any  thing  that  ever  fell  under  my 
observation."  ^^  When  our  Lord/*  would  he*  say, 
'^  entrusts  an  aBair  to  us,  we  are  to  employ  every 
resource  in  our  power  to  remove  obstacles  in 
our  way,  and  then  look  for  success  with  tran- 
quillity." 

Disinterestedness  is  one  of  the  surest  marks  of 
a  great  soul ;  a  groveling  mind  is  perpetually  oc- 
eupied  about  itself;  this  may  be  denominated  the 
Miitre  on  which  it  turns,  and  from  which  it  sel- 
dom moves ;  even  the  most  virtuous  persons  often 
stand  in  need  of  consolation ;  there  are  but  few, 
who  serve  God  gratuitously  and  without  an  im- 
mediate view  to  themselves.  The  holy  prelate  by 
no  means  belonged  to  this  class.  ''  He  used  to 
say,"  continues  the  Mother  de  Chantal,  ''  that 
the  true  manner  of  serving  God,  consisted  in 
following  Him,  in  walking  after  Him  without 
any  support  of  consolation,  of  feeling  or  of  light, 
but  that  of  pure  and  naked  failh.  He  has  often 
told  me  that  he  never  staid  to  consider,  whetlier 
he  enjoyed  consolation,  or  was  overtaken  by  de- 
solation ;  when  our  Lord  inspired  him  with  pious 
sentiments,  he  received  them  with  simplicity;  if 
He  did  not  visit  him  in  that  way,  he  supported 
the  privation  with  patience;  but  the  truth  ia,  he 
usually  experienced  very  great  interior  sweetness. 


I  , 
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His  method  in  prajer  was  to  keep  himself  humble^ 
little  and  debased  before  God,  with  a  singular 
respect  and  confidence."  The  manner  in  which 
the  holy  prelate  recommends  mental  pr'ayer  as  one 
of  the  leading  exercises  of  Christian  piety,  leaves 
no  doubt  of  his  exactness  in  performing  that  duty; 
he  however  omitted  it  without  scruple,  whenever 
the  service  of  God  or  of  his  neighbour  demanded 
his  attention.  ''  Many  years  before  his  decease/* 
continues  the  Mother  de  Chantal,  "  he  could 
scarcely  find  time  to  att^^nd  to  this  exercise.  One 
day  I  asked  him,  if  he  had  performed  it;  he 
replied  that  he  had  not ;  but  that  he  endeavoured 
always  to  be  united  to  God,  and  that  when  the 
service  of  his  neighbour  engaged  him,  the  best 
prayer  was  that  of  action  and  of  exertion ;  and  I 
can  affirm  without  exaggeration,  that  his  life  was  a 
continual  prayer  by  the  union  of  his  soul  with 
God."  Bishops  stand  in  a  diflferent  situation 
from  that  of  the  religious  and  the  recluse.  These 
should  live  only  for  God,  or  for  themselves  with 
reference  to  God;  and  when  their  state  does  not 
summon  them  to  the  service  of  their  neighbour, 
they  ought  to  he  more  devoted  to  prayer,  and 
contemplation,  than  to  action.  Bishops  on  the 
contrary  are  public  characters,  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  Church ;  prayer  and  action  must 
engross  their  attention  by  turns ;  but  it  would  be 
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a  dereliction  of  the  duty  of  their  ministry,  to  de- 
vote that  time  to  prayer,  which  should  be  given 
to  the  government  of  tlieir  diocesses.     That  per- 
son cannot  be  said  to  leave  God^  who  devotes  his 
time  to  the  service  of  the  Church,  which  He  has 
redeemed  with  His  precious  blood ;  and  it  may  be 
pronounced,  that  there  is  not  a  better  mode  of 
prayer,  than  to  accomplish  the  will  of  God,  in 
whatever  conjuncture  it  may  be  manifested.     This 
was  the  favourite  maxim  of  the  holy  prelate^  and 
it  is  with  this  trait  that  the  Mother  de  Chantal 
finishes  the  portrait  of  his  mind.     The  following 
are  her  observations  on  the  diqK>8itioos  of  his 
heart.     "  He  had  attained  such  a  d^ree  of  per- 
fection, that  he  loved^  desired  and  saw  nothing 
but  God  in  all  things ;  and  he  often  repeated  to 
me  in  confidence,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
world  capable  of  disengaging  him  from  God,  or 
of  moving  his  heart,  so  as  to  excite  any  other 
wish  or  desire  but  of  pleasing  Him."     '^  This  love 
of  the  will  of  God,"  continues  the  Mother  de 
Obmntal^  ^'  was  proportionably  excellent  and  pure, 
as  this  holy  soul  was  not  subject  to  deception, 
in   consequence  of  the  very  clear  lights   which 
God  had  diffused  over  his  faculties,  by  which  be 
was  enabled  to  discover  the  rising  onoiions  of  self* 
love,   which  he  always  repressed  and  destroyed 
with  a  fidelity  that  united  him  more  intimately  to 
God/' 
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To  these  dispositions  so  holy,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  find  any  thing  to  add ;  to  love,  to  desire 
and  see  God  alone  in  all  things^  to  be  engrossed 
only  with  k  will  to  please  Him,  with  endeavours  . 
to  piortify  the  passions,  dnd  destroy  self-love,  are 
objects  so  exalted,  that  it  would  appear  impossible 
to  carry  disengagement  and  purity  of  heart  to  a 
greater  length.  The  Mother  de  Chantal  however 
adds:  "I  have  often  heard  him  declare,  that 
amidst  his  most  imbittering  afflictions,  he  expe- 
rienced an  undescribable  sweetness;  and  that  by 
this  delightful  union  of  his  heart  with  God,  the 
bitterest  things  seemed  delicious.  From  this  union  '  ^ 
so  completely  formed,  proceeded  those  eminent 
virtues,  that  general  and  universal  indifference 
amidst  all  the  events  of  life.  He  literally  reduced 
to  practice,  what  he  often  taught  in  few  words, 
a  lesson  but  little  known,  hut  of  extreme  utility:* 

■     '   ■  "  ■■  III  ■■  I  ■  >      ■  I    1  ■  I         11 ,  II     I     ■      ^ 

*  This  memorable  mtixiin  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  hai» 
been  the  subject  of  much  invidious  misrepresentation. 
For  what  objects,  however  sacYed,  were  ever  spared  bj 
the  base  passion  of  jealousy  ? 

Envy  will  merit  as  its  shade  pursue, 

But  like  the  shadow  proves  the  substance  true. 

This  maxim  is  to  be  understood  ^f  that  holy  indifference 
and  resignation  to  t|;te  Divine  will  amidst  the  various 
events  of  life,  so  emphatically  inculcated  in  these  words  ^ 
of  the  Lord's  prayer  :  7%y  tvili  be  done.  The  holy  prelate 
has  explained  and  enforced  it  in  his  twenty-first  Enter- 
tainmeoty  which  the  r<cader  is  requested  to  consult* 
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''  Ask  for  nothing,  desire  nothing,  refuse  notfaing/' 
Though  it  is  diflScult  to  imagine  bj  what  miscon- 
struction an  improper  meaning  can  be  given  to  a 
maxim   so   ho]y,  which  expresses  so  clearly  the 
continual  submission  and  dependance  of  the  holy 
Bishop  in  relation  to  God^   and  it  appears  not 
easy  to  misinterpret  this  indifference^  which  the 
Mother  de  Chantal  calls  general  and  universal ; 
nevertheless  as  every  thing  may  be  perverted,  it  is 
proper  to   observe  that  the    disposition   recom- 
mended was  not  to  proceed  to  an  indifference  for 
salvation,   for  the  possession   of  God,    and   for 
those  virtues  which  are  necessary  for  its  acquisi- 
tion.    This  is  a  frightful  species  of  impiety,  of 
which  it  is  not  possible  to  suspect  a  man  so  holy, 
so  enlightened,  and  so  devoted  to  the  doctrine  of 
the  Church.     On  the  contrary,  the  greater  indif- 
ference he  manifested  for  earthly  acquisitions,  the 
Inore  he  asked  and  desired  to  be  united  to  God, 
and  to  possess  Him  for  eternity.     This  may  be 
collected  from  all  that  passed  during  his  last  ilK 
ness,  and  from  many  parts  of  his  writings.     From 
this  universal  indifference,  this  general  disengage- 
ment from  worldly  objects,  was  derived  the  peace 
of  his  heart;  that  peace,  which  God  alone  can 
rive,  and  which  He  reallv  bestows  on  those  onlv, 
whose  passions  are  under  subjectkin,  whose  affec- 
tions are  regulated  and  obedient  to  His  orders^  and 
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whose  whole  desires  are  directed  to  procure  Hi« 
g'lor^^  and  to  do  His  will  fn  all  things.  This  is 
expressly  related  by  the  Mother  de  Chantal  of  the 
holy  prelate.  ^'  The  peace  of  his  heart/*  as  she 
expresses  it^  ''  was  divine;  it  was  built  on  the 
entire  subjection  of  his  passions^  and  on  a  com- 
pfete  submission  of  his  soul  to  the  will  of  God." 

Meekness  and  upi'ightness  of  heart,  which  al- 
ways formed  two  leading  parts  of  the  character  of 
the  holy  prelate,  may  be  considered  as  necessary 
consequences  of  that  Divine  peace,  with  which 
bis  soul  was  filled ;  and  this  remark  is  not  for- 
gotten by  the  Mother  de  Chantal.  "  Never/' 
says  she,  "  did  he  do  a  single  action  against  any 
one  in  the  bitterness  of  his  heart;  for  which 
reason,  never  was  there  observed  a  heart  so  meek, 
so  upright,  so  humble,  so  gracious,  so  affable,  as 
his; 'and  besides  this,  how  inimitable  was  the^ 
solidity  and  excellence  of  his  prudence,  and  of  his 
natural  and  supernatural  wisdom/'  So  many 
qualities  natural,  supernatural,  acquired  and  in- 
fused, were  accompanied  with  great  modesty  and 
a  generous  contempt  of  human  applause,  which 
concealed  them  in  some  measure,  from  the  eyes 
of  those,  who  observed  them  v^ith  the  nicest  at- 
tention. ''  He  was,"  continued  the  Mother  de 
Chantal^  '^  an  enemy  to  thos«  mysterious  airs. 
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and  to  that  parade^,  which  excites  the  admiration 
of  personsy  who  are  caught  hy  external  appear- 
ance; he  shewed  no  singularity,  none  of  those 
attempts^  which  attract  vulgar  admiration.  He 
pursued  the  common  tracks  but  in  a  manner  so 
i^xtraordinary^  that  nothing  appears  to  me  more 

admirable   in   his   life  than  this   conduct/'      la 

I- 

forming  this  judgment,  the  Mother  de  Chantal 
clearly  discovers  a  singular  taste  for  true  virtue. 
There  is  nothing  greatw  in  the  sight  of  God,  no- 
thing which  manifests  more  distinctly  a  desire  of 
pleasing  Him  alone,  than  a  common  lifesupported 
in  an  uncommon  manner;  a  studious  attention  to 
&Toid  that  affectation,  which  in  reality  consists  of 
human  feelings ;  an  unvaried  care  to  shun  those 
distinctions,    those   studied   singularities,    which 
are  more  shining  than  solid,  and  which  in  attract- 
ing the  esteem  of  men,  flatter  that  vanity  so  na- 
tural to  human  beings,  and  are  found  sufficient  to 
destroy  the  most  solid  virtue.     He  who  wishes  to 
preserve  his  treasure,  never  exposes  it  to  the  eyes 
of  men;    he-  conceals  it  with   care.      He  wba 
wishes  to  be  courted  and  admired,  even  he  who 
does  not  seek  to  escape  from  applause,  exposes 
bis  virtue  to  danger,  and  shews  by  that  conduct 
alone,  that  his  motives  are  not  pure.     Huniiiity 
has  ever  been  the  most  faithful  attendant  and  the 
Kurest  guardian  of  solid  piety. 
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The  Mother  de  Chantal^  after  giving  this  pi^r*- 
trait  of  the  misd  and  heart  of  tJi^  holy  prelate^ 
exhil^its  other  separate  traits^  in  order  to  afford  a 
jU8t  representation  of  the  soul  of  this  great  Bishop; 
*^  Every  thing,"  says  she^  "  was  calm  and  regular  in 
this  soul :  there  was  nothing  but  purity,  humility, 
simplicity^  and  union  with  God :  it  \vas  an  enchant- 
ing entertainment  to  hear  him  speak  of  God,  and 
of  perfection;  his  expressions  were 'so  precise  and 
intelligible,  that  he  conveyed,  with  ease  the  know- 
ledge of  the  most  delicate  and  intricate  matters; 
accordingly  it  was  found  by  general  experience, 
that  God  had  given  him  very  peculiar  talents  for 
the  conduct  of  souls.*'  So  many  persons  at  the 
present  period  intrude  themselves  into  this  charge, 
that  it  would  appear  to  demand  no  extraordinary 
talents.  This  was  however  not  the  sentiment  of 
St.  Gregory  the  Great,  that  enlightened  Pontiff, 
who  calls  it  the  art  of  arts  ;  nor  was  it  the  opi^ 
nion  of  the  Motlier  de  Chantal,  who  requires  for 
this  sublime  function  a  great  portion  of  light,  of 
discretion,  of  charity  and  a  degree  of  patience 
not  to  be  overcome  by  the  multiplied  weaknesses 
of  the  penitent.  ''  He  penetrated,"  continues  she, 
''  the  recesses  of  hearts,  and  governed  them  with 
singular  address  and  charity;  be  was  indefati- 
gable in  this  work,  and  never  allowed  himself 
;ipy  repose,  till  he  had  restored  calm  to  troubled 
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consciemres.  In  myjudgrw^nt,  zeal  for  the  salva- 
tion of  souls  wiis  the  predominating  virtue  of  my 
blessed  father."  She  adds  a  circumstance^  'wbich 
cannot  be  too  accurately  obsenred,  nor  toa  closely 
imitated.  *'  Often,"  says  she,  '^  have  I  seen  Kid 
leave  the  service  immediately  relating  to  God,  in 
order  to  attend  to  the  wants  of  bis  aeigbbour, 
when  the  former  work  was  not  a  matter  of  obliga- 
tion. Good  God !  What  tenderness !  What  sweet- 
ness !  What  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and  of  labour 
in  the  service  of  his  neighbour!  He  finally  ex- 
hausted his  strength  in  the  work/-  Sfae  could 
not  finish  the  portrait  better  than  by  saying,  that 
after  the  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Bishop 
of  our  souls  and  the  model  of  pastors,  be  sacrificed 
bis  strength  and  health  in  the  service  of  his 
neighbour.  Accordingly  she  hesitates  not  to  add, 
''  that  this  holy  prelate,  was  a  iivii^  image  of 
our  Redeemer,  and  that  the  formation  and  order 
of  this  boly  soul  were  altc^netber  supernatural  aod 
diviae."  As  the  height  of  perfection,  tbe  most 
elevated  point  of  sanctity,  consists  in  a  resem- 
blance and  conformity  to  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  by 
that  trait  that  the  Mother  de  Cbantal  finishes  tbe 
accurate  portrait  wbich  she  has  exbilnted  of  tbe 
mind  and  heart  of  the  holy  prelate.  To  this  re- 
presentation mvtJiing  can  be  added  "t  let  it  there- 
fore be  sufficient  to  observe,  that  from  a  source 
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SO  pure  must  necessarily  be  ekpected  to  flow,  the 
waters  of  salutary  knowledge,  worthy  of  being 
proposed  to  the  Mrhole  Church.  This  will  appear 
from  the  eliicidation  of  his  sentiments  on  Chris- 
tian fporality,  after  we  shall  have  replied  to  the 
objections  of  those  who  contend,  that  his  doctrine 
is  lax,  and  by  no  means  conformable  to  the  ser 
verity  of  the  Gospel. 


II. 

Thai  the  doctrine  Mnd  the  conduct  of  St.  Francis  of  Saiest 
cannot  be  charged  with  relaxation;  that  both  are  con^ 
formable  to  the  rules  of  the  Gospel. 

It  is  not  at  ihe  present  period  only  that  the 
doctrine  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales  is  accused  of  re- 
laxation, and  his  mild  conduct  represented  as 
deficient  in  rigour  towards  sinners.  In  every  age 
tliere  has  been  a  class  of  persons,  who  have 
blamed  mildness  of  character,  and  have  professed 
i»ever  to  recc^nise  virtue  but  when  she  appears 
with  an  austere,  savage  and  repulsive^  mien. 
Such  were  the  Pharisees,  a  race  of  men  austere  in 
appearance;  they  never  could  endure  the  meek- 
ness of  Jesus  Christ,  and  His  charitable  conde- 
scension towards  the  weaknesses  of  men.  His 
conduct  appeared  to  them  deficient  in  rigour; 
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they  even  accused  Him  of  a  fondness  for  the  plea- 
sures of  the  table ;  of  shewing  too  much  com- 
plaisance to  sinner-s  and  to  publicdns ;  and  con- 
^cealing  their  own  secret  views  with  the  mantle  of 
religion  and  of  the  public  good,  thej  stigmatised 
Him  as  the  destroyer  of  the  temple,  of  the  law 
and  of  the  religion  of  Moses.  If  our  Redeemer, 
who  was  truth  and  sanctity  itself;  has  not  escaped 
such  charges,  is  there  any  room  for  astonishment 
tliat  they  should  be  levelled  against  the  doctrine 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Bishop  of  Geneva  ?  The 
servant  and  the  disciple  cannot  expect  to  enjoy 
higher  prerogatives  than  the  master ;  but  as  the 
complaints  of  the  Pharisees  never  injured  the 
sanctity  and  the  authority  of  the  Gospel,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  accusations  adduced  against  the 
doctrine  and  the  conduct  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales, 
will  have  no  other  effect,  than  to  increase  the  es- 
timation  in  which  they  are  held.  Peter  Camus, 
the  Bishop  of  Belley,  that  able  and  enlightened 
prelate,  whose  life  was  so  holy  and  so  austere, 
whose  doctrine  was  so  pure,  and  who  boasted  the 
honour  of  being  the  disciple  of  the  Bishop  of 
Geneva^  and  of  having  learned  from  him,  what* 
ever  he  knew  concerning  the  science  of  the  Saints, 
and  of  Christian  perfection,  speaking  of  the  accu- 
sations which  were  produced  in  his  days  against 
the  doctrine  and  conduct  of.  the  prelate^  jsheves 
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BO  hesitation  in  comparing  them  to  the  complaints 
of  the  Pharisees  against  Jesus  Christ.  He  con- 
tends, that  they  were  dictated  by  the  srame  spirit^ 
and  built  upon  the  same  motives.  H^  says  in 
express  terms^  that  the  enemy  of  our  salvation, 
the  spirit  of  darkness^  foreseeing  the  injury  which 
the  writings  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales  would  occa- 
sion to  his  empire,  spared  no  pains  to  raise  against 
them  every  species  of  obloquy.  He  assures  us, 
that  what  the  Devil  apprehended  most  was,  that 
*'  they  would  tend  to  undeceive  the  minds  of  men,. 
Yvho  under  pretext  of  an  imaginary  diiSculty,^ 
bordering  on  impossibility,  abandoned  devotion  as 
impracticable  in  the  world,  that  is,  civil  and  so- 
cial life."  He  then  attributes  the  general  ap- 
probation, with  which  his  doctrine  was  afterwards 
received,  even  by  those  who  at  first  denied  it  with 
the  greatest  virulence,  to  a  peculiar  protection 
and  blessing  of  God.  At  length  speaking  of  the 
Introduction  to  a  Devput  Life,  the  work  among 
those  of  the  holy  prelate,  against  which  obloquy 
has  been  principally  directed,  he  hesitates  not  to 
say,  that  the  Divine  Spirit  was  its  primary  author, 
and  that  the  holy  Bishop  may  be  said  to  ha\e 
written  what  was  derived  from  that  source. 

To  this  testimony,  which  perhaps  will  not  be 
deemed  suspicious,    as  the  learned  prelate,  who 
VOL.  n.  E  e 
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gives  if^  was  himself  one  of  the  warmest  advoeates 
for  Evangelical  rigour,  we  may  add  that  of 
Alexander  VII.  It  is  to  be  seen  in  a  letter  which 
he  wrote  while  he  was  yet  Bishop  of  Nardo,  to 
his  nephew  the  Cardinal  Bichy.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  commendations,  which  he  bestows  in 
this  performance  on  the  person  and  writings  of 
St.  Francis  of  Sales.  He  conjures  this  Cardinal 
to  cherish  a  fondness  for  his  works,  to  make  them 
the  objects  of  his  constant  attention  and  study,  to 
become  his  obedient  son,  and  faithful  imitator. 
On  his  Introduction  to  a  Devout  Life,  he  bestows 
peculiar  praise.  He  says,  that  it  is  the  best  guide 
that  can  be  adopted  in  the  path  of  virtue ;  that, 
after  God,  he,  owes  to  him  the  correction  of,  his 
manners,  for  twenty  years  past;  and  that  if  be 
feels  any  good  in  himself,  he  is  indebted  to  him 
for  the  blessing.  He  assures  him,  that  he  has 
read  it  again  and  again,  that  he  can  never  keep  it 
out  of  his  hands,  that  he  always  discovers  new 
perfections  in  the  work,  and  that  at  e\ery  perusal, 
the  writer  appears  to  say  something  to  his  hearty 
which  he  had  never. before  said.  Finally,  he 
exhorts  the  Cardinal  to  make  it  the  mirror  of  his 
life,  the  rule  and  measure  of  his  actions,  of  his 
conduct  and  of  all  his  thoughts.  In  considering 
the  design  of  the  author,  he  says  that  it  was  not 
to  form  the  hermit  and  the  recluse ;  but  to  lead 
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^he  faithful  to  the  height  of  Christian  perfection^ 
and  form  them  to  solid  pietj^  bj  a  gentle  and  easy 
method^  adniirably  adapted  to  the  various  stations 
of  life^  of  whatever  description ;  he  assures  his 
kinsman,  that  virtue  fs  there  exhibited  in  its 
native  dress^  with  such  splendor  and  majesty  as 
to  attract  admiration,  and  such  beauty  and 
charms,  as  to  excite  love.  What  he  says  of  the 
Vntroduction  to  a  Devout  Life,  he  applies  to  all 
his  other  writings,  and  particularly  to  his  work 
of  the  Love  of  God,  which  he  styles  a  golden 
book,  of  which  he  professes  to  admire  the  thoughts 
and  sentiments. 

From  the  praises  which  be  bestows  on  the 
works,  he  proceeds  to  the  commendation  which 
he  gives  to  the  author ;  he  says,  that  what  is  the 
source  of  invariable  admiration  in  this  excellent 
writer  is,  that  he  proposed  our  Saviour  to  himself 
for  a  model,  and  that  he  began  to  practice,  befbre 
he  began  to  teach ;  that  his  first  care  was  to  follow^ 
the  lessons^  which  he  imparted  to  others;  that 
those  who  study  his  writings,  may  be  said  to  study 
his  life;  and  that  his  precepts  and  his  admonitions 
are  more  easily  followed^  as  they  are  justified  by 
his  example.  At  length  he  adds,  that  descended 
of  a  rich  and  noble  family,  trained  in  a  course  of 
virtue  aod  polite  learning,  in  a  maaoer  suited  to 

E  e  2 
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bis  rank^  he  appeared  in  the  courts  of  Kings  and 
}n  the  palaces  of  Princes^  in  the  houses  of  private 
persoqs^  in  the  society  of  his  friends^  in  the  affairs 
of  the  worlds  in  the  exercises  of  devotion^  in  a 
word  in  all   the  duties  of  the  episcopal  charge^ 
with  the  utmost  distinction  and  the  highest  cha- 
racter of  sanctity.     This  portrait^   which  Alex- 
ander VII.  exhibits  of  the  life  and  character  of 
St.  Francis  of  Sales^  a  considerable  time  before 
his  canonization^  is  a  proof  th^t  the .  picture  dis- 
played in  this  history  is  not  too  exquisitely  drawn ; 
it  may  not  bear  a  perfect  likeness  to  that  which  is 
given   by   many  others,    but   for  that   reason  it 
bears  but  a  stronger  resemblance  to  the  original. 
What  this  Pontiff*  says  of  the  doctrine  and  writ- 
ings of  the  holy  prelate,  is  not  less  worthy  of 
observation,  and  every  reader  must  immediately 
perceive,  that  we  are  inevitably  justified  in  as- 
serting, that  those  who.  charge  him  with  laxity  of 
principles,  have  either  not  read  his  writings,  or 
have  not  taken  the  pains  to  exaaiioe  them  with 
attention.     Chigy  being  raised  to  the.  Pontifical 
dignity^    abated  nothing  pf  his  esteem   for   the 
conduct  and  doctrine  of  ,.the  holy  prelate;   the 
examination   which  he  made  and  commissioned 
others  to  make,  increased  his  veneration ;  in  the 
letter  which  he  addressed  to  the  Num  of  Atinecy 
after  the  canonization   of  the  holy  prelate^  he 


OF  %ALES.      BOOK    VIII.     .  437 

styles  his  doctrine  divine;  be  declares  that  he  bad 
chosen  this  great  Saint  for  his  principal  guide  and 
master^  as  one  proper  to  chalk  out  the  path^  in 
'which  we  are  io  proceed  during  the  course  of  this 
life.  In  the  conclusion  he  adds^  *^  that  his  salu-' 
tary  writings  are  so  many  flaming  torches,  which 
diffuse  fire  and  light  through  every  part  of  tlic 
Church."  *  The  same  Pope  and  Cardinals  as- 
sembled on  the  business  of  the  canonization,  de* 
clare  in  the  bull,  addressed  to  the  whole  Catholic 
Church,  that  St.  Francis  of  Sales  having  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  doctrine,  had  composed  a 
great  number  of  works,  which  have  had  a  most 
beneficial  influence  on  the  hearts  of  the  people 
and  of  the  great,  and  have  produced  a  most  abun- 
dant harvest  for  the  Exangelical  Life.  •  The  last 
writer,  who  has  favoured  the  public  with  the 
history  of  his  life,  and  who  has  been  so  ofteri 
quoted  under  the  title  of  Anonymous,  assures 
us,  that  before  the  canonization,  all  his  works 
were  examined,  that  they  were  observed  to  be 
replete  with  a  peculiar  unction,  and  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  good  they  had  done,  and  were 
daily  producing  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  they 
were  judged  worthy  to  be  ranked  among  the 
writings  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Church.     Afte^ 


*  Thfe  bull  of  the  canonization. 
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this   cun    anj   man    without  the   imputation   of 
temerity,    charge  his  conduct  and  bis  doctrine 
with  relaxation?  What  writings  were  ever  ho- 
noured with  more  unequivocal  approbation  ?   And 
in  whom  can  we  repose  any  confidence,  if  not  in 
a  Saint  whom  the  Popes  themselves  propose  to  the 
whole  Church  as  a  safe  guide,  and  as  a  master  of 
an  Evangelical  life,  whose  salutary  writings  are  so 
many  flaming  torches  that  have  difiused  fire  and 
light  among  every  part  of  the  Church  ? 


III. 

Continuation  of  ike  same  Subject. 

To  these  observati<ms  we  may  add,  that  relax- 
ation either  with  respect  to  doctrine  or  conduct, 
must  necessarily  proceed  from  one  of  the  four 
causes  which  we  are  about  to  assign.  The  first 
of  these  is  ignorance;  for  how  can  we  teach 
others  those  matters,  with  which  we  are  unac- 
quainted ourselves?  How  can  he  prove  a  safe 
guide,  who  is  himself  unacquainted  with  the 
road  ?  Ignorance  therefore  always  has  been,  and 
ever  will  be,  the  primary  source  of  laxity  of  prin^^ 
ciple.  But  there  is  yet  another  cause;  a  man 
may  be  acquainted  with  the  maxims  of  the  Gospel, 
and  the  salutary  doctrine  by  which  the  Church 
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has  ever  regulated  her  sentiments  and  her  con- 
.duct;  but  he  maj  conceive  a  distaste  for  such 
knowledge;  light  maj  beam  on  the  mind^  but 
corruption  and  blindness  maj  influence  the  heart. 
Who  is  unacquainted  with  the  force  of  the  pas- 
sions^ and  of  the  facility  with  which  our  evil  in^ 
clinations  are  gratified^  in  opposition  to  the  light 
of  faith }  I  do  not  that  good  which  I  will,  says 
the  Apostle^  but  the  evil  which  I  hate,  that  I  do. 
Is  there  then  anj  ground  of  astonishment  that  we 
should  lead  others  astray,  when  we  so  often  de- 
viate from  the  straight  line  ourselves,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  our  error  ?  Counsel  on  those  occa- 
sions is,  not  bestowed  agreeably  to  our  judgment, 
but  to  our  inclinations;  we  consult  not  our  know- 
ledge but  our  feelings ;  and  hence  we  may  be  jus- 
tified in  assigning  as  tln^  second  source  of  relax- 
ation the  corruption  of  the  heart,  and  a  distaste 
for  the  maxims  of  the  Gospel,  though  we  possess 
a  knowledge  of  them,  and  remain  satisfied,  that 
they  are  the  legitimate  rules  of  conduct.  The 
third  cause  of  laxity  of  principles,  is  to  be 
sought  for  in  private  interest,  or  in  the  interests 
of  the  bodies  and  societies,  to  which  we  belong, 
and  with  which  we  are  connected  by  the  strongest 
ties.  This  case  is  so  extremely  notorious,  that  it 
is  no  uncommon  occurrence,  to  observe  persons^ 
vs'ho  are  very  enlightened  and  skilful,  and  ev^ 
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exemplary  in  their  conduct^  still  maintain  vory  lax 
opinions^  because  the  sentiments  unfavourable  to 
liberty^  but  more  agreeable  to  truth,  were  opposed 
io  their  personal  interest,  or  <o  the  adyantage  of 
the  society,    with  which  they  were  connected. 
This  partiality  is  carried  to  such  lengths^    that 
whole  nations  are  guided  in  their  judgment  con- 
cerning things,  by  the  interest  which  they  have 
in  each  occurrence.     How  many  maxims  are  con- 
sidered   in    Italy   as   standing  truths,    while    in 
France  they  are  deemed  false ;  truth  however,  is 
always  the  same;  the  various  interests  only  are 
placed   in  a  state  of  opposition.     Such  are  the 
springs,  which   move  and  direct  at   least   those 
opinions,  which  are  held  up  to  pubhc  view  ;  it  is 
therefore  agreeable  to  truth  to  assign  interest  as 
the  third    source   of  laxity   of  jprinciple.      The 
fourth  cause  is  a  want  of  firmness ;  a  degenerate 
mildness  of  character,  a  false  compassion,  bearing 
a  resemblance  to  the  conduct  of  a  physician,  who 
should  suffer  a  gangrene  to  make  rapid  advances, 
in  order  to  spare  the  patient  the  pain  of  an  opera- 
tion or  of  the  amputation  of  a  limb,  a  mortification 
of  which  is  rapidly  diffused  over  the  whole  frame, 
and  terminates  fatally ;  an  event,  which  might  have 
been  obviated  by  a  small   share  of   resolution. 
The  same  consequence  is  observed  in  the  moral 
world.     It  often  happens,  that  we  have  not  suffi- 
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cienf  resolution  to  distress  our  iieig:bbour  by 
rigorous  but  salutary  advice;  a  false  condesceu- 
'siov,  an  ill  judged  compassion  is  substituted  in 
the  place  of  that  prudent  and  generous  firmness^ 
which  ought  to  form  a  leading  trait  in  the  cha*- 
racter  of  pastors  and  directors  of  souls.  Thus 
under  false  pretences  relaxation  is  gradually  ad*- 
mitted^  and  insensibly  gains  ground.  It  is  in  this 
manner  that  ignorance,  the  corruption  of  the 
heart,  views  of  interest  and  a  want  of  firmness 
have  introduced,  and  daily  propagate  irregularity 
of  manners  and  laxity  of  doctrine. 

These  observations  arc  so  consonant  to  truth, 
that  if  all  pastors  and  directors  of  souls,  all  who 
are  either  engaged  in  teaching  or  writing,  were 
enlightened  and  learned;  if  they  were  to  possess 
ia  real  taste  for  the  maxims  of  the  Gospel;  if  they 
made  them  their  rule  of  conduct,  and  disregarding 
all  ties  of  interest,  were  to  display  generosity  and 
firmness,  no  reasons  could  possibly  be  assigned 
for  laxity  of  doctrine.  By  this  criterion  are  we 
to  estimate  the  conduct  and  sentiments  of  St. 
Francis  of  Sales.  If  his  doctrine  is  to  be  charged 
with  relaxation,  he  must  either  have  been  destitute 
of  knowledge,  and  must  have  neglected  to  obtain 
information  on  those  concerns,  in  which  he  had 
to  instruct  others;  or  the  corruption  of  his  heart 
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must  have  hindered  faim  from  approving  the 
maxims  of  the  Gospel,  and  from  making  tbem  his 
rule  of  conduct ;  or  interest  must  have  gained  an 
ascendancy  over  his  knowledge  and  the  upright- 
ness of  his  heart ;  or  finally  he  must  have  been 
destitute  of  firmness,  and  that  ch^'racter  of  meek- 
ness, which  has  been  so  much  commended^  and 
whidi  gained  innumerable  souls  to  Jesus  Christy 
must  have  degenerated  into  a  weak  condescension^ 
and  have  induced  him  to  prostitute  his  ministry, 
in  a  manner  peculiarly  criminal,  since  by  the  in- 
fluence of  false  meekness,  be  would  have  deceived 
others,  without  having  first  deceived  himself. 
The  accusers  of  his  doctrine  have  here  to  choose 
on  which  of  these  motives  they  intend  to  build 
their  accusation. 

Here  the  reader  will  be  constrained  to  acknow- 
ledge,  that  St.  Francis  of  Sales  was  too  mucb  im- 
pressed with  the  exalted  dignity  of  the  episcopal 
character,  and  too  well  instructed  in  his  duty, 
not  to  have  fulfilled  the  general  obligation^  by 
which  Bishops  are  bound  to  obtain  knowledge. 
It  is  well  known  that  he  was  blessed  with  an  ex- 
cellent understanding  and  a  happy  memory;  it 
must  be  in  the  recollection  of  every  reader^  with 
what  success  he  pursued  his  studies  at  Paris  and 
at  Padua,  under  the  most  distinguished  iyias|eji 
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of  bis  time,  and  with  what  application  the  celc'- 
brated  father  Possevinus  fofmedhim  to  the  science 
of  the  Saints.     It  is  not  possible  to  forget  the  re- 
putation which  he  acqbired  at  Rome/  in  the  faW 
famed  examination,  which  the  able   Pontiff  Cle- 
ment VIII.  made  in  order  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  his  knowledge;  nor  can  we  lose  sight  of  the 
intention  of  his  successor  Leo  XI.  to  make  him  a 
Cardinal,  with  the  view  of  deriving  benefit  from 
his  counsels  and  hi*^  knowledge  in  the  governmi^nt 
-of  the  Church.     It  was  the  opinion  so  generally 
entertained  of  his  talents,  that  induced  Henry  IV. 
to  form  the  design  of  obtaining  for  him  a  Car- 
dinaj's  hat^  and  which  engaged  Lewis  XIII.  to 
offer  him  the  Archbishopric  of  Paris.     In  a  word, 
the  conversion  of  seventy-two  thousand  heretics, 
a  visible  reformation  in  the  lives  of  an  immense 
number  of  Catholics,  and  the  great  collection  of 
excellent  works  which  .he  composed,  demonstrate 
so  incontcstably  his  superiority  over  most  of  the 
prelates  of  his  age,  that  no  farther  doubts  can  be 
entertainexl  on  the  sjbject.     How  then  are  we 
te  account  for  this  supposed   laxity  of  his  doc- 
trine ?  Are  we  to  ascribe  it  to  the  corruption  of 
bis  heart,  and  to  assert,  that  he  conceived  a  dis-*- 
taste  for  the  maxims  of  the  Gospel  ?  But  can  a 
reproach  of  so  injurious  a  tendency  be  produced 
against  a  Saint,  whp  by  an  uncommon  privilege^ 
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preserved  till  the  last  hour  of  bis  life,  the  inno- 
cence and  sanctity  of  his  baptism  ?  A  Saint,  vibo 
meditated  day  and  night  on  the  law  of  God,  who 
not  only  made  it  the  object  of  his  studies,  but 
the  subject  of  his  continual  meditation^  and  his 
rule  of  life?  Interest,  the  great  spring  of  human 
affairs,  and  the  bane  of  so  many  great  men, 
cannot  with  any  greater  appearance  of  reason  be 
assigned  as  a  cause  of  this  pretended  laxity  of 
principle.  Never  was  a  Saint  less  under  the 
influence  of  this  motive.  He  was  known  to 
decline  pensions,  which  were  repeatedly  offered ; 
the  most  splendid  and  the  most  lucrative  dignities 
of  the  Church  were  insufficient  to  overcome  his 
disinterested  spirit ;  even  presents,  which  might 
be  deemed  a  legitimate  recompence  of  his  labour, 
were  by  him  invariably  refused.  Never  did  man 
discover  a  greater  propensity  to  give,  and  less  in- 
clination to  receive;  always  ready  to  sacrifice 
even  his  existence  for  the  welfare  of  his  neighbour,  ^ 
he  was  careful  to  preserve  his  hands  as  clean  as 
bis  heart.  Saints  of  this  character  are  placed 
beyond  the  reach  of  temptation ;  elevated  above 
creatures,  in  the  same  proportion  as  they  are 
subjected  to  the  dominion  of  God,  they  would 
deem  it  a  crime,  not  only  to  impair  the  morality 
of  the  Gospel,  from  any  motive  whatever,  but 
even  to  entertain  a  thought  to  that  effect.     On  a 
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point  of  this  imj>orianc6>  the  Saints  have  eV^ 
been  infle^ble  ;  and  nothing  could  be  found  (^u- 
pable  of  degrading  them  in  .this  estimation^  which 
they,  have  acquired  by  their  eminent  virtues,  so  $b 
tp  ind^iice  tli^m  to  betray  from  Tnotiyei?  of  humaii 
interest,  their  ministry  apd^he  Church  confided 
to  their  care.  Finally^  a  want  of  firmness  cai^not 
be  s^ssigned  as  a  cause  of  this  supposed  laxity  of 
the  doctrine  of  St.  Franpjs  of  SalfBs.  It  requires  a 
firm  and  generous  heart,,  to  undervalue,  as  he 
invailiftbiy  did,  honours,  richer  and  pleasures, 
and  to  expose  his  life^  s^s  he  nobly  did,  on  all  ocf 
casions,  whenever  the  duties  of  his  ministry  and 
the  salvation  of  his  neighbour  caHed-  forth  his 
exertions.  But  to  confine  our  remarks  with  pre- 
cision to  the  topic  under  consideration^  great 
firmness  of  character  is  necessary  .not  to  flatter 
Princes^  to  venture  to  tell  Kings :  those  salutary 
truths,  which  so  few  persons  have  the  courage  to 
propose.  This  however,  the  holy  prelate  per- 
^formed  on  all  occasions^  when  an  opportynity  ocr 
curred ;  and  the  saying  of  JHenry  the  Great  on 
this  subject  may  be  recollected,  ^^  that  he  loved 
the  Bishop  of  Geneva,  because  he  had  never 
flattered  him/' 

! 

This  pretended  Jaxity  of  principles  therefor^, 
io  hastily  avscribed  to  St.  Francis  pf  S^les,  cannot 
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be  attributed  to  any  want  of  fiminess  of  cfaanrcter. 
What  caus^  then  can  be  devised?  His  accusers 
will  be  extremely  embarrass  by  their  inabiliiy  to 
£nd  any.     Let  them  therefore  honestfy  acknow- 
ledge the  purity  of  his  doctrine^  and  its  conform 
inity  to  the  immutafble  laws  of  the  Gospel.     Sot  a 
clear  exposure  of  his  religious  maxiois  will  be  a 
inore  convincing  proof  on  this  subject^  than  any 
thing  which  can   be  produced^    in  his    faroor. 
Indeed  it  may  be  asserted^  that  there  would  be  a 
visible  deficiency  in  the  history  of  the  life  ^  tbb 
boly  prelate^  if  after  having  recorded  his  actions, 
we  were  to  omit  a  detail  of  his  doctrine  and  of 
his  sentiments  on  the  leading  articles  of  Christian 
morality.     The  writer  considers  himself  peculiarly 
bound  to  undertake  this  taA,  as  the  Saint  has 
composed  a  great  number  of  excellent  works,  in 
which  he  has  undesignedly  drawn,  as  it  were,  an 
exact  portrait  of  himself;  and  he  thinks  it  un- 
questionably true,  that  SL  Francis  of  Sales  wquTd 
be  imperfectly  known  by  the  reader^  who  should 
team  wbat  th«  gr«rt  mao  did,  without  knowbg 
what  he  thought,  what  he  has  said>  and  what  he 
has  written  for  the  general  benefit  of  die  fiiithful, 
who  compose  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.     This 
is  peculiariy  important  in  a  life  of  St.  Francis  of 
Sales,  as  be  never  spoke,  nor  vrroCe  but  from  the 
ohnndance  qf  Jos  heart,  and  as  be  taught  others 
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that  only^  \i^hicfa  he  had  first  practised  himself. 

This  accounts  for   that  extraordinary  meekness^ 

J"  -  '  '        •         '  . 

which  always  pervaded  .his  conduct,  and  his 
writings;  he  knew  how  mmch  easier  it  is  to  speak 
well  than  to  act  well^  and  that  as  the  rule  of  our 
conduct  is  immutable^  all  that  charity/ which  is 
inseparable  from  truth,  could  dd^  was  to  propose 
his  lessons  in  that  sweet  and  insinuatirt^  manner, 
which  woutd  win  the  heart,  and  which  without 
exciting  disgust,  would  insensibly  attract  it  to  the 

I  practice  of  virtue.  His  meekne^fe  hevef  exceeded 
this  boundary;  an  exact  observer  of  the  rules  of  the 
Gospel,  be  ever  taught  them  in  all  their  purity ; 
and  if  like  the  Apostle  he  made  Himself  all  to  ail, 
in  order  to  gain  all  to  Jesus  Christ,  if  like  him 
he  gave  milk  to  the  weak,  he  in  the  same  manner 
afforded  solid  nieat  to  the  perfect,  and  preserved 
entire,  the  sacred  deposite  of  doctrine.'  To  the 
sentiments  of  St.  Francis  of  Sates  will  be  subjoined 
some  of  his  actions,  which  have  not  been  recorded 
in  the  history  of  his  life,  and  which  have  been 
purposely  reserved  to  this  place,  that  the  mixture 
of  instruction  and  example  might  make  a  more 
powerful  impression  on  the  reader,  and  that  the 
enibellishment  of  historical  facts  might  serve  to 
e^ablish  and  imprint  in  indelible  characters  those; 
truths,  which  when  well  kbiown,  caniiot  fail  to 

.  be  generally  useful! 
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IV. 

Of  the  charity  of  St»  Francis  of  Sales.  Of  the  obligation 
under  which  all  mankind  lie  of  loving  God.  How  much 
the  holy  prelate  wa^  distinguished  by  this  virtue. 

As  charity  is  the  most  excellent  of  all  virtues, 
it  may  be  pronounced  that  she  is  the  mother  of 
each  virtue.  Without  charity  faith,  is  destitute 
of  life;  hope  has  no  foundation^  and  all  other 
virtues  are  but  fantoms^  which  may  ensure  a 
certain  share  of  honour  during  life,  without  pro- 
ducing any  solid  advantage  for  eternity.  Cha- 
rity  makes  Saints ;  she  is  the  mother  that  has 
formed  and  fostered  them  in  her  bosom.  It  is 
charity^  th^t  has  given  to  tlie  Church  all  those 
great  men^  who  have  sustained  her  cause,  and  all 
those  great  exaifnples,  which  she  proposes  even, 
at  the  present  day  to  her  children,  as  laodels  of 
their  conduct  and  rules  of  their  actions.  But  if 
charity  has  made  the  Saints,  we  may  undoubtedly 
assert  that  it  was  the  favourite  virtue  of  St. 
Francis  of  Sales.  Indeed  from  what  source  could 
be  derived  that  complete  disinterestedness,  that 
holy  and  humble  elevation  of  hearty  as  St.  Bernard 
expresses  it,  which  enabled  bim  to  rise,  above 
what  the  world  regards  as  the  most  splendid  dig- 
nities of  the  Church,  while  he  deemed  himself 
unequal  to  the  sacred  ministry  connected  with 
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them,  and  unworthy  of  being  invested  with  the 
spiritula,!  authority  with  which  they  were  at- 
tended? Who  could  inspire  him  with  that  invin* 
cible  courage^ .  which  induced  him  to  encounter 
such  a  variety  of  labours ;  who  could  confer  that 
firmness  whjch  engaged  hiin  so  often  to  expose 
his  life^  in  order  to  regain  to  Christ  that  great 
number  of  souls,  which  heresy  and  schism  had 
ravished  from  the  fold  ?  What  was  the  source  of 
t|iis  Apostolical  fruitfulness,  which  enabled  him 
to.  convert  that  astonishing  number  of  Christians 
of  both  sexes,  by  the  force  of  his  exhortations^ 
bis  prayers,  and  his  example?  What  could  be 
the  fountain  of  these  blessings  but  the  Holy  Ghost 
himself)  the  spirit  of  love  and  charity?  In  a 
word,  how  could  he  have  written  in  a  manner  so 
forcible  and  pathetic  on  the  subject  of  the  love 
of  God,  if  his  soul  had  not  been  animated  with  its 
Divine  flames  ? 

To  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion, 
the  reader  has  only  to  exaipine  his  admirable 
treatise  on  the  Love  of  God,  which  Pope  Alex- 
ander VII.  styled  a  golden  book.  Among  other 
things  he  there  says,*  "  that  as  man  is  the  per- 
fection of  the  universe,  the  mind  the  perfection  of 

I  -         -  _.      I  -      .- ■    - 1— 

♦  Treatise  on  the  love  of  God.     Book  X. 
VOL.    II.  F   f 
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inan^  and  love  the  perfection  of  the  mind^  so 
charity  is  the  perfection  of  love,  and  by  conse- 
quence the  end^  the  perfection^  and  the  excellence 
of  the  Universe."  As  if  he  had  said^  that  this 
excellence  consists  in  this  circumstance^  that  therg 
are  creatures  capable^  6f  knowing  God^  of  loving 
Him,  of  referring  every  thing  to  His  glory,  and  of 
uniting  themselves  to*  Him  by  love  in  time  and 
elternity.  Speaking  then  of  the  great  and  indis- 
pensable commandment  of  the  love  of  God,  he 
says,*  '^  that  it  is  like  the  sun,  imparting  lustre 
and  dignity  to  all  the  sacred  laws,  to  all  the 
Divine  ordinances,  and  to  all  the  holy  writings.'* 
He  adds,  ''  that  every  thing  is  made  for  this  ce- 
lestial love,  that  all  things  are  referable  to  ii; 
that  the  cbmmandmemt  of  the  love  of  God  is  like 
a  tree,  of  which  consolations,  exhortations,  inspi- 
rations, and  generally  all  the  other  command- 
ments are  the  flowers,  and^  life  eternal  the  fruit ; 
and  that  all  which  does  not  tend  to  eternal  love, 
can  tend  onlv  to  eternal  death."  This  draws  from 
him  the  following  animated  and  pathetic  exclama- 
tion :  ''  Alas !  Lord,  is  it  not  sufficient,  that  you 
should  be  pleased  to  permit  us  to  Idte  you^  with- 
out exhorting  us  to  that  duty,  without  obligii^ 
us  by  a  positive  command?  But  Oh !  No!  DiTine 


Ibid. 
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bounty^  that  neither  your  greatness'^  nor  our 
meanness  might  pro:ve  an  obstacle^  you  enforce 
the  duty  by  a  direct  order."  The  holy  prelate 
was  so  impressed  with  the  happiness  to  be  found 
in  the  love  of  God,  and  wkh  the  goodness  which 
He  displays  not  only  in  permitting  us  to  love  Him, 
but  in  requiring  our  love  under  the  greatest  pe- 
nalties inflicted  by  His  justice;  that  be  proceeds 
to  exclaim,  with  a  share  of  feeling/ which  the 
most  ardent  charity  atone  can  inspire:  ^^  O  true 
^od !  if  we  were  enabled  to  comprehend  *  *  *  * 
what  obligation  should  we  not  have  to  that  infi- 
nite good,  which  not  only  permits,  but  orders  us 
to  love  Him  ?  Alas!  O  God!  I  know  not  whe- 
ther  I  ought  more  to  love  your  infinite  beauty, 
than  that  Divine  bounty  which  orders  me  to  love, 
or  your  Divine  bounty  that  orders  me  to  love 
isuch  infinite  beauty.  O  beauty,  how  amiable 
are  you  to  me  who  am  favoured  by  such  infinite 
bounty !  O  bounty,  how  amiable  are  you  to  com- 
municate to  me  !<iuch  eminent  beauty  I" 

Peter  Camus,  that  holy  and  learned  Bishop,  is 
an  unexceptionable  witness  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  holy  prelate  practised  and  recommended 
the  love  of  God.^     He  assures  us,  that  like  th^ 

*  Spirit  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.     Part  V^l. 
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Apostle,  he  exhorted  all  to  have  continual  cha- 
rity. He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  habit  of  that 
Divine  Virtue;  he  ever  repeated  with  St.  Paul, 
let  all  your  actions  he  done  in  charity ;  that  is, 
from  the  motive  of  charity,  which  is  always  to  be 
cherished.  He  invariably  inculcated,  adds  he, 
the  lesson  of  the  great  Apostle,  that  what  is 
performed  without  charity  is  useless;  that  with- 
out it,  faith,  knowledge,  alms-deeds,  even  martyr- 
dom by  fire,  will  ever  prove  unavailing.  He 
often  said  to  me,  continued  he,  that  this  maxim 
could  not  be  sufficiently  repeated,  tt^at  it  might 
be  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  the  people.  For 
said  the  holy  prelate  to  this  s^ame  Bishop,  to  what 
advantage  is  it  to  run,  if  we  reach  not  the  term  ? 
''  O  how  many  good  works,''  would  he  exclaim, 
'^  are  unavailing  to  the  glory  of  God  and  eternal 
salvation,  from  a  want  of  being  animated-  and 
accompanied  with  the  motive  of  charity !  This 
is  a  point  the  least  attended  to,  as  if  a .  good 
intention  were  not  the  soul  of  a  good  action ;  or 
as  if  God  had  promised  to  reward  actions,  which 
are  not  performed  for  Him.*'  His  sentiments  on 
this  subject  may  be  seen  in  more  detail,  in  his 
treatise  of  the  Love  of  God.  ''  Salvation,"  says 
he,  "  is  shewn  to  faith,  it  is  prepared  for  hope, 
but  it  is  given .  only  to  charity.  Faith  points  to 
the  road  of  the  promised  land,  like  a  column  of 
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Dre^  which  is  at  once  clear  and  obscure;  hope' 
feeds  us  with  this  delicious  manna;  but  charity 
conveys  us  thither^  like  the  ark  of  alliance^  that 
enables  us  to  pass  the  Jordan^  and  which  remains 
in  the  midst  of  the  people^  in  the  land  promised 
to  the  true  Israelites^  in  which  the  column  of  fire 
is  no  longer  our  guide^  and  the  manna  of  hope  no 
longer  our  food."  AH  his  works  are  replete  with 
these  maxims;  he  scarcely  uttered  and  preached 
any  thing  else ;  and  his  mouth  never  sppkq  but 
from  the  abundance  of  his  heart.  Perhaps  ther^ 
never  was  a  person^  on  whom  the  view  of  the 
bounty  and  perfections  of  God  made  a  deepe;i^ 
impression.  The  reader  recollects  tbe  melancholy 
situation^  to  which  he  was  reduced  by  the  dreadr 
•^bl  trial,  recorded  in  the?  first  book  of  his  life; 
the  thought  only  that  he  was  destined  never  to  see 
God^  and  to  hate  Him  eternally^  impaired  his 
health  in  a  few  days^  and  endangered  his  life ;  he 
was  in^antly  re-established,  as  soon  as  the  temp- 
tation vanished,  and  hope  had  gained  the  ascen- 
dancy of  that  despair,  which  assailed  him.  But 
if  the  view  of  God  considered  in  Himself  pro- 
duced such  a  powerful  impression  on  his  heart, 
he  was  not  less  affected  with  His  benefits;  the 
benefit  in  particular  of  the  redemption  of  Jesus 
Christ  crucified/  suffering  and  dying  for  us,  was 
after  God  the  great   object   of  his   love;    and 
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widely  differing  (Vom  some  modern  mystics,  he 
made  His  mysteries.  His  sufferings  and  death,  the 
most  sublime  and  tender  object  of  his  most  exalted 
contemplation. 


«■  « ■  ■  •■ 


V. 

Of  the  love  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales  for  Jesus  Christ* 

Though  all  the  Saints  haye  ever  loved  Jesus 
Christ,  and  though  it  may  safely  be  asserted^  that 
they  never  became  what  they  proved  but  by  their 
onion  to  this  inexhaustible  source  6f  sanctity,  it 
is  still  true,  that  the  love  of  our  Redeemer  was 
e^  the  peculiar  character  of  Apostolic  men,  as 
Bishops  ought  to  be,  and  in  general  all  pastors  o^ 
the  Church.  Hence,*  St.  Augustine  remai'ks, 
that  Jesus  Christ  having  determined  to  confide  to 
St.  Peter  the  care  of  His  flock,  makes  no  enquiry 
concerning  his  faith,  his  firmness,  his  vigilance, 
his  zeal,  or  other  qualities,  which  Jiowever  are 
so  necessary  for  the  charge  with  which  he  was  to 
be  invested.  He  asks  him  only  concerning  the 
love  which  he  entertained  for  Him,  and  prefers 
him  before  the  other  Apostles  only  after  he  had 
thrice  questioned  him,  if  his  Jove  was  greater  than 


♦  Tract.  123,  in  Joftn. 
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that  of  the  others.  It  is  unquestiomble^  that  the 
dreadful  obstructions  M^hich  the  Apostles  had  to 
encounter  in  the  establishment  of  the  Churchy 
demanded  on  tiieir  part  an  ardent  love  to  sur- 
mount the  difficulties;  but  it  is  also  undeniable^ 
that  though  present  embarrassments  are  by  no 
means  so  greats  yet  they  certainly  do  exist  and 
are  not  to  be  overcome,  but  by  a  lively,  tender, 
pure  aud  disinterested  lo^e  £6r  Jesus  iCfarist.  it 
,  is  on  the  subject  of  this  love  so  necessary  to  all 
pastors,  that  St.  Francis  of  Sales  explains  his  sen- 
timents in  such  a  manner^  as  could  be  inspired 
only  by  the  ardent  charity  M^ith  which  he  was 
iuflamed.  We  have  only  to  r^d  his  observations 
on  this  passage  of  the  Oreat  Apostle:  Tlie  love  of 
*Jesiis  Christ  urges  us^  considering  that  if  one  died 
for  usy  therefore  all  are  dead,  and  that  Jesus 
-  Christ  died  for  us,  that  they  who  live,  may  live 
no  longer  for  themselves,  hut  for  Him  who  u 
dead  and  risen  for  them,  "  The  Apostle/'  says 
the  holy  prelate,  ''  speaking  of  himself,"  and  the 
same  may  be  applied  to  each  of  us,  declares,  ''  the 
charity  of  Jesus  Christ  urges  us."  '^  Yes,  nothing 
urges  the  human  heart  as  mjucjb  as  love.  If  a  man. 
is  beloved  by  any  oije  whatever,  he  is  impelled  to 
shew  a  reciprocal  9&ction ;  but  if  it  be  a  man 
from  the  lower  ranks  of  life,  who  is  loved  by  a 
person  pf  dignity,  he  feels  himi^elf  more  atrpngLy 
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impelled  by  his  affections ;  but  if  bis  admirer  be  a 
distinguished  monarchy  he  feels  himself  still  more 
powerfully  urged  to  repay  the  favour.     Knowing 

,  then  that  Jesus  Christy  true  God^  eternal  and 
omnipotent,  has  loved  us  so  as  to  suffer  death  for 
us^  and  even  the  death  of  the  cross^  is  it  not  suffix 
cient  to  put  our  hearts  under  the  press/  to  make 
us  feel  the  impulse^  and  dravir  from  us  by  a 
di^ree  of  violence  and  constraint  that  love^  i^hich 
becomes  more  desirable  in  proportion  as  it  is 
stronger."  These  expressions  of  the prc«s,  impulse^ 
violence^  and  constraint ,  shew  in  the  clearest  manner 
the  strength  of  the  impression  made  on  the  beart 
of  the  holy  Bishop^  by  the  incomprehensible  love, 
which  our  Saviour  has  displayed  by  enduring  for 
us  the  violent  and  ignominious  death  of  the  cross. 
The  holy  prelate  continues  to  examine  the  words 
of  the  Apostle)  quoted  above.  ''  It  is  true/' 
•ays  he,  ''  that  if  Jesus  Christ  died  for  all,  there- 
fore all  are  dead  in  the  person  of  this  only  Sa- 
viour, who  died  for  them ;  and  His  death  ought 
to  be  imputed  to  them,  as  it  was  endured  for 
them,  and  in  their  behalf.  But  what  conse- 
quence is  to  be  drawn  from  this  fact  ? "  adds  he. 
^'  The  consequence  which  Jesus  Christ  desired 
should  follow/'  And  what  is  that  ?  *'  Nothing 
else,  than  that  we  should  be  like  Him,  in  order 

'  that,  agreeably  to  the  Apostle,  thpse  who  live. 


'I 
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may  live  no  more  for  themselves,  but  for  Him, 
who  is  dead  and  risca  for  them/'  "  True  God  !** 
continues  the  holj  prelate,  ^^  how  strong  is  this 
consequence  when  applied  to 'love.  Jesus  Christ 
is  dead  for  us ;  He  has  given  us  life  by  His  death ; 
we  live  only  because  He  died ;  He  died  for  us,  to 
us  and  in  us;  our  life  therefore  belongs  not  to  qs, 
but  to  Him,  who  acquired  it  by  His  death;  we 
ought  therefore  not  to  live  for  ourselves,  but  for 
Him."  *  *  ♦  *  He  afterwards  presses  more  for- 
cibly this  great  motive  of  love.  ''  Let  us  con- 
sider,'* continues  be,'  "this  Divine  Saviour  ex- 
tended on  the  cross,  as  on  an  honourable  pyre, 
where  he  dies  for  the  love  of  us,  but  with  a  love 
more  painful  than  death,  and  by  a  death  more 
amorous  than  love  itself.  Ah  !  Why  do  we  not 
throw  ourselves  in  spirit  upon  Him,  to  die  on  the 
cross  with  Him,  who  has  been  pleased  to  give 
His  life  for  the  love  of  us.  I  will  hold  Him 
fast,  ought  we  to  repeat,  and  will  never  resign 
my  hold ;  I  will  die  with  Him,  and  will  bum 
within  with  the  flames  of  His  love;  the  same  fire 
shall  consume  this  Divine  Creator,  and  His  mi* 
serable  creature.  My  Jesus  is  mine,  and  I  am 
His;  I  belong  to  Him,  I  will  live  and  die  in  His 
bosom ;  neither  life  nor  death  shall  ever  separate 
me  from  Him."  It  would  be  necessary  to  tran- 
(cribie  the  whole  treatise  of  the  Love  of  God;  or 
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rather  a  great  part  of  the  works  of  St.  Francis  of 
Sales,  if  we  wished  to  record  the  most  affecting 
and  animated  strokes^  which  they  contain  con- 
cerning the  love  of  God,  and  of  our  Redeemer. 
It  will  therefore  be  sufficient  to  add.  that  the 
holy  prelate  was  far  from  imagining,  like  some 
modern  mystics,  that  the  life  of  Jesus  Cbrist,  His 
sufferings  and  His  mysteries,  should  not  form  the 
subjects  of  the  sublimest  contemplation.  For  be- 
sides that  the  chapter  just  cited^  which  coQiaiss 
nothing  remarkable  but  the  passages  here  pre- 
served, treats  professedly  of  .extatic  and  superna- 
tural devotion,  he  immediately  after  the  words 
above  inserted,  concludes  with  these  words :  '^  lo 
this  manner  is  exhibited  the  holy  ecstacy  <^  love^" 
that  is,  the  soul  is  thrown  intoa  state  of  ravishing 
delight,  by  a  lively  consideration  of  the  sufferings 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  by  a  tender  union  with  Him. 
This  extatic  and  ravishing  devotion,  must  surely 
be  the  effect  of  the  sublimest  contemplation. 
IBince  then  the  view  of  the  sufferings  of  Jesus 
Christ  is  capable  of  producing  these  effects, 
agreeably  to  St.  Francis  of  Sales^  who  eaa  for  a 
moment  doubt  that  he  believed  Jesus  Christ  eruci- 
fied  a  suitable  and  necessary  object  of  the  higb^t 
contemplation  ?  It  will  therefore  be  eternally  true, 
notwithsfonding  the  ill-founded  fancies  of  some 
modern  mystics,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  4mly  way. 
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by  which  we  can  go  to  God,  the  truth -which  we 
can  and  ought  to  contemplate,  and  the  Divine 
life,  which  should  form  the  accomplishment  of  all 
our  desires. 


VI. 

Of  the  love  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales  for  the  Church. 

It  is  not  possible  to  love  Jesus  Christ  with  the 
ardour  shewn  by  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  without 
loving  His  spouse  the  Church,  which  He  has  ac- 
4|uired  by  the  inestimable  price  of  ^  His  blood ; 
wirithout  having  for  her  an  attachment  full  of 
respect  and  tenderness,  and  without  feeling  aa 
impulse  to  prefer  the  interests  of  this  coipmon 
mother  of  the  faithful,  before  the  dearest  objects 
on  earth.  It  was  an  inestimable  happiness  to  the 
holy  prelate  to  have  been  born  within  her  pale,  in 
a  country  and  at  a  period,  when  the  children  of 
this  holy  mother  left  \her  communion  with  a  stu- 
^ous  emulation,  and  when  heresy,  after  inundat- 
ing so  many  states  and  kingdoms,  triumphantly 
ihreatiened  Catholic  countries  with  an  universal 
-deluge.  This  happiness,  however  great  as  it  is, 
yields  to  the  advantage  enjoyed  by  the  holy 
Bishop,  in  having  been  not  only  a  child  of  the 
Churchy  but  in  being  chosen  by  God,  to  be  her 
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father  and, -lier  support.  Tt  has  been  seen  in  tlie 
history  of  his  life^  that  he  had  no  sooner  attained 
the  use  of  reason^  than  he  devoted  himself  to  her 
service ;  and  that  he  was  eager  to  bear  the  marks 
of  this  dedication^  by  early  receiving  the  tonsure. 
His  studies  were  directed  to  this  object;  and  he 
preserved  with  extreme  care  that  purity  so  neces- 
sary to  all  ministers  of  the  Church.  Age  served 
only  to  strengthen  this  resolution  ;  advantageops 
marriages  proposed  and  concluded^  considerable 
establishments^  the  solicitations  and  tears  of  pa- 
rents, whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  to  whom  he 
was  unusually  dear,  were  insujfficient  to  divert 
him  from  his  purpose.  He  executed  his  intention 
in  defiance  of  every  obstacle.  But  his  object  was 
not  tp  lead  in  the  Ecclesislstical  state  an  indolent 
life,  accompanied  with  greater  comforts  in  pro- 
portion as  it  is  removed  from  the  trouble  and 
agitation  of  the  world ;  and  in  which  tranquillity 
can  be  disturbed  only  by  unruly  passions,  which 
he  was  ever  carefu)  to  subject  to  the  spirit^  with- 
out following  their  fatal  impressions.  The  dig- 
nities and  revenues  of  the  Church,  which,  too 
often  form  the  sole  motive  that  leads  so  many 
others  to  that  state,  bore  no  part  in  his  resolution. 
Impressed  with  a  holy  respect  foir  Ecclesiastical 
functions,  and  with  a  generous  contempt  for  all 
that  worldly  splendor  with  which  the  piety  of 
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the  faithful  has  surrounded  the  Chur4)h^  he  never 
sought  those  honours^  he  even  declined  them  with 
invincible  firmness;  and  content  with  the  glor}^  of 
serving  the  Church,  he  kept  nothing  in  view  but 
labour.  ,  Far  did  he  remove  from  his  thoughts 
any  idea  of  that  revyard  which  he  had  merited, 
often  at  the  expence  of  his  life,  which  had  been 
so  frequently  exposed  in  the  cause,  of  this  holy 
spouse  of  Jesus  Christ.  The  mission  of  Chablais 
alone,  will  be  to  all  succeeding  ages  an  immortal 
proof  of  his  zeal ;  he  undertook  it  at  his  own 
expence,  and  conducted  the  work  for  many  years 
almost  alone,  supported  in  appearance  by  the  au- 
thority of  his  Sovereign,  but  in  reality  abandoned 
for  a  great  length  of  time  to  tumults,  conspiracies, 
and  to  all  those  obstacles,  which  the*  violence  of 
beresy  is  capable  of  raising  against  a  single  man; 
who  was  invigorated  only  by  his  own  zeal  and  his 
confidence  in  God.  As  success  is  ever  in  the 
hands  of  the  Almighty,  and  depends  not  on 
human  exertions,  it  was  sufiScieht  fbr  him  to  em- 
bark in  those  achievements,  in  order  to  prove  the 
ardour  of  his  love  for  the  Church,  and  for  Jesus 
Christ  its  founder  and  invisible  governor.  The 
immense  numbers  however,  of  heretics,  who  were 
brought  to  tlie  fold,  and  of  Catholics  of  all  con- 
ditions, whose  lives  were  reformed ;  so  many  esta- 
blishments so  piously  planned,  and  formed  with 
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JO  much  discretion  and  wisdom*  those  works  so 
full  of  piefy,  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  yirtue^ 
and  60  supremely  useful  both  to  those  who  baye 
the  care  of  souls^  and  to  those  who  are  under  their 
direction,  will  remain  as  eternal  monuments  of 
his  unabated  love  to  the  Churchy  and  of  his 
standing  purpose  to  live  only  to  promote  faer 
interests. 

If  St.  Francis  of  Sales  loved  the  Catholic  i 
Church  in  general,  he  discovered  not  less  zeal  for 
the  interests  of  the  particular  church  of  Geneva. 
Had  his  own  judgment  been  followed^  he  would 
have  occupied  the  lowest  rank  among  the  clergj. 
It  has  been  seen^  that  the  bare  proposal  of  raising  , 
him  to  the  episcopal  dignity^  proved  almost  fatal 
to  his  life;  his  profound  humility  discovered  to 
him  only  dangers  in  a  dignity^  which  excites  the 
ambition  of  so  many  others  who  are  destitute  of 
his  merit  and  virtue.  Elev9.ted  as  he  was  with 
extreme  reluctance  to  this  station  by  the  orders 
of 'Divine  Providence^  he  manifested  by  his  con- 
duct^ that  the  greatest  proof  of  being  worthy  of 
the  episcopal  dignity^  is  an  eagerness  to  avoid  it ; 
not  to  seek  it^  indicates  some  share  of  merit;  but 
to  decline  it  when  it  is  offered,  ia  to  advance  a 
step  farther.  The  Saints  went  to  greater  lengths ; 
their  reluctance  was  to  be  overcome  by  constraint 
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only;  the  holy  prekte  folIoM^ed  .tbeU  example.; 
he  yielded  only  in  the  last  extremitrf^  dud  even 
reproached  himself  during  the  remaining  part  of 
his  life  for  his  fkeility.  Had  he  lived  longer,  h« 
would  have  resigned  his  station  to  some  other^ 
HI  his  estimation  more  vvorthy  of  the  dignity^ 
though  aU  the  world  was  eonvinced^  that  hit 
knowledge^  charity  and  pastoral  yigilance  were, 
not  to  be  surpassed.  Though  his  successor  was  a  ^ 
prelate  of  great  eminence^  he  never  attained  the 
reputation  of  Francis;  and  even  at  this  period> 
when  a  Bishop  of  Geneva  receives  the  highest 
commendation^  it  is  said  of  him^  that  he  is  another 
Francis  of  Sales.  It  will  not  be  necessary  to 
cecord  in  this  place^  all  that  this,  love  of  the 
Church  induced  him  to  perform ;  that  strict  resi- 
dence^ those  laborious  visits^  that  continual  ap-» 
plication  to  the  least  functions  of  his  ministry; 
his  faithful  attention  to  admit  to  holy  orders  and 
benefices  those  persons  only^  who  were  qualified ; 
his  firmness  in  resistii^  all  solicitations^  and  in 
shewing  fkvour  to  merit  and  virtue  alone;  his 
compassion  for  the  poor^  his  zeal  for  the  salva- 
tion of  souls,  his  charity  for  all  the  world. 
These  parts  of  his  character  could  not  be  dis- 
cussed>  without  repeating  what  has  already  been 
related  in  the  history  of  his  life.  But  the  his^- 
rian  of  t^is  great  man  cannot  forbear  to  allude  to 
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the  disinterested  manner  in  which  he  in  variably 
served  the  Church ;  as  this  is  the  most  unequi* 
vocal  proof  of  his  attachment  to  her  interests. 
For  as*  St.  Augustine  remarks^  it  is  an  undoubted 
truths  that  all  those^  who  appear  to  shew  an 
attachment  to  the  Churchy  do  not  love  tiiis 
mother  of  the  faithful.  There  are  some,  who  by 
their  services,  seek  only  their  own  advantage,  or 
^the  glory  and  gratification  of  power;  who  feed 
the  flock  of  Jesus  Christ  not  as  if  it  belonged  to 
Him,  but  to  themselves;  and  as  to  such  cha< 
racters,  it  is  easy  to  prove,  that  they  love  not 
Jesus  Christ,  nor  His  Church,  but  themselves 
only.  Qui  hoc  animo  pascunt  oves  Christi,  ut 
suas  velint  esse  non  Christi,  se  convincuntur 
amare,  non  Christum;  vel  gloriandi,  vel  domi- 
nandi,  vel  acquirendi,  cupiditate,  non  ohediendi 
et  subveniendi  et  Deo  placendi  charitate. 

f  The  Bishop  of  Belief  relates,  tiiat  being 
one  day  engaged  in  conversation  with  the  holy 
prelate,  he  could  not  help  acquainting  him  with' a 
scruple  which  he  entertained  in  donsequence  of 
the  little  care  he  took  of  the  temporalities  of  the 
Bishopric  of  Belley ;  for  which  he  relied  implicitly 

- -  "- 

^  St.  Au^.  Tract.  123,  in  Joan.  vers.  med.  torn.  9$  Bdit.  CoL 
t  Spirit  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales.     Part  X. 
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on  the  fidelity  of  an  agent,  without  the  slightest 
examination  on  his  own  part.  The  Ifoly  prelate^ 
.-who  had  adopted  the  same  plan  without  anj 
scruple,  asked  on  what  ground  the  uneasiness  of 
his  friend  was  entertained  ?  "  On  this  ground  pre* 
cis^ly/'  replied  the  Bishop,  '^  that  it  is  a  property 
which  belongs  not  to  me,  but  to  God,  who  has 
confided  it  to  my  care,  and  to  whom  I  am  to  give  - 
an  account  of  its  use/'  .  '^  Assuredly,"  replied  the 
holy  prelate,  "  you  have  applied  to  a  very  im^ 
proper  person  to  remove  your  ^uneasiness ;  for  I  act 
precisely  in  the  same  manner.  It  is  true,  I  have 
chosen  a  very  faithful  ^tid  a  very  intelligent 
agent ;  but  after  that,  J[  give  myself  no  farther 
concern,  and  I  have  never  thought  of  requiring 
of  him  any  account/'  The  Bishop  delighted  to 
find  so  illustrious  a  confirmation  of  his  own  con* 
duct,  asked  him  if  he  would  undertake  legal 
suits  in  the  event  of  any  disputes  concerning  the 
temporalities  of  his  Church.  ^'  Unquestionably," 
replied  the  holy  prelate,  "  if  the  disputes  regarded 
property,  of  which  I  am  only  an  administrator, 
and  if  justice  were  clearly  on  my  side ;  but  as  my 
revenues  are  managed  by  an  agent,  I  should  leave 
the  process  in  his  hands.  However  to  return  to 
jour  scruple,  St.  Bernard  will  supply  a  satisfax;* 
tory  solution '  of  the  difficulty/'  '^  Accordingly/' 
adds  the  Bishop  of  Belley,  "he  refeired  to  the 

r 
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sentiment  of  St.  Bernard^  which  is^  that  good 
Bishops  regulate  their  temporal  concerns  by  the 
means  of  an  agents  in  whom  thej  repose  con- 
fidence^ and  their  spiritual  functions  themselves ; 
and  that  bad  Bishops  on  the  contrary^  always  e^r 

to  maintain  and  even  increase  the  value  of  their 

■» 

revenues,  trust  to  themselves  only  for  their  temporal 
concerns,  and  consign  their  spiritual  matters  to 
the  care  of  their  Vicars,  General,  to  the  Arcb- 
Deacons,  and  other  incumbents  of  their  Church, 
without  giving  themselves  any  farther  trouble, 
than  barely  to  comply  with  stated  forms^  and 
without  examining,  whether  they  satisfy  the  duties 
of  their  charge."  ''  This  preposterous  conduct," 
continued  the  holy  prelate,  '^  is  not  pardonable; 
for  if  Bishops  have  under  them  pastors  of  the 
second  order,  to  relieve  them  in  a  part  of  their 
charge,  by  the  order  of  the  Church  that  calk 
them  to  share  the  pastoral  solicitude,  how  much 
more  forcibly  are  they  summoned  to  repose  con- 
fidence in  faithful  administrators  for  the  manage- 
ment of  their  temporal  concerns,  and  thus  be  en- 
abled to  devote  their  time  to  study^  to  preaching, 
to  prayer,  to  the  administration  of  the  sacrameotSy 
and  to  other  episcopal  functions."  To  speak  in 
this  way  with  feeling,  and  to  act  agreeably  to  this 
impression^  may  be  pronounced  to  be  a  sure  proof 
of  the  love  of  the  Church ;  whoever  thioks  and 
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acts  in  another  manner,  loves  himself  only^  and 
seeks  exclusively  his  own  interest.  But  what 
must  ever  be  considered  as  an  irrefragable  argii-^ 
ment  of  his  ardent  love  for  his  church  of  Geneva^ 
is  his  constant  fidelity  and  unshaken  firmness 
never  to  leave  it,  in  opposition  to  every  entreaty 
and  proposal  that  might  be  made.  The  Bishop 
of  Belley,  speaking  of  his  refusal  of  the  coadju- 
torship  of  Paris,  says  that  one  of  the  strongest" 
reasons  which  influenced  him  on  that  occasion 
was,  that  he  thought  it  improper  to  abandon  a 
poor  spouse,  in  order  to  gain  one  crowqc  d  with 
greater  riches.  The  same  Bishop,  speaking  of 
the  offer  made  to  Francis  by  Henry  IV.  of  a  rich 
Bishopric  in  France,  informs  us,  that  he  replied 
to  his  Majesty  in  very  grateful  terms,  observing  at 
the  same  time,  that  Bishoprics  were  not  to  be 
estimated  by  their  revenues,  but  by  the  superior 
services  which  they  enabled  the  incumbents  to 
perform  fot*  God  and  His  Church;  in  whicb 
particular,  his  church  yielded  to  none.  Thus  the 
pioverty  of  his  church,  the  labour  and  fatigue 
necessarily  to  be  encoMutered  in  serving  it,  which 
would  have  appeared  to  others  sufficient  grounds 
to  leaye  it,  contributed  to  detain  him  in  bis 
situation ;  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  greatness 
and  excellence  of  his  love  for  it,  since  no  stronger 

G  g2 
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evidence  of  real  love  can  be  produced^  than  \?hcn 
the  agent  shews  his  attachment  without  prospect 
of  gain^  and  even  in  opposition  to  his  own 
interest. 


VII. 


Of  faith  and  confidence  in  God;  how  much  St.  Francis  of 
Sales  excelled  in  these  two  virtues* 

The  faith  of  the  Patriarchs,  of  the  Prophets 
and  of  the  just  of  the  Old  Testament,  so  much 
commended  in  the  Holy  Scripture,  was  not  onlj 
that  infused  virtue,  which  distinguishes  us  from 
the  infide],  and  which  enables  us  to  believe  with- 
out the  smallest  doubt,  whatever  it  has  pleased 
God  to  reveal  to  us.  It  was  besides  a  perfect 
confidence  in  His  promises,  which  invigorated 
their  hope  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  dangers, 
even  when  their  situation  appeared  desperate. 
It  was  thus  that  Abraham,  prepared  to  sacrifice 
his  son,  and  had  no  doubt  that  a  numerous  pos- 
terity would  spring  from  him ;  and  that  Daniel 
exposed  to  the  hungry  lions,  believed  that  God 
would  deliver  him  from  death,  which  appeared 
inevitable.  St.  Francis  of  Sales  was  eqiiafly  dis- 
tinguished by  these  two  virtues ;  the  Mother  dc 
Chantal,  who  knew  him  well,  has  not  failed  to 
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remark  this  circumstance.  She  assures  uSj  that 
she  recognised  in  him  a  perfect  faithj  which  ex- 
posed clearly  to  his  view  all  the  truths  of  religion ; 
tlmt  he  perceived  God  in  dl  things ;  and  that  like 
another  Abraham^  he  walked  continually  in  His 
presence^  full  of  respect  and  confidence^  expecting^ 
nothing  but  from  Him^  and  not  even  desiring  any 
thing  but  from  the  same  source.  He  was  so  per^ 
suaded,  that  His  Providence  watches  over  all 
things^  and  that  it  conducts  them  to  their  end  by 
ways^  which  though  imperceptible^  are  not  less 
8ure^  that  he  completely  undervalued  human  pru- 
dence^ in  comparison  of  that  infinite  wisdom^ 
which  never  abandons  those^  who  entrust  them- 
selves to  its  guidance.  This  conviction  animated 
his  confidence;  and  as  the  Mother  de  Chantal 
assures  us^  never  had  he  fairer  hopes  of  success, 
than  when  he  was  left  to  no  other  support,  but 
that  of  Providence. 

^  The  Bishop  of  Belley  has  preserved  a  con- 
versation which  he  had  "With  the  holy  prelate  on 
the  subject.  He  b^an  by  complaining  to  St. 
Francis  of  the  weight  of  the  episcopal  dignity, 
and  told  him,  that  he  was  completely  overpowered 
with  its  duties ;  he  declared,    that  had  he  pre- 
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viously  knoM^p,  the  dangers  to  be  encountered,  he 
should  never  have  undertaken  such  an  office.  He 
added,  that  the  council  of  Trent  had  with  reasoB 
called  it  a  burden,  dreadfiil  even  to  angels,  and 
that  he  experienced  daily,  how  much  reason  St. 
Gregory  had  to  say,  that  the  conduct  of  souls  was 
the  art  of  arts.  The  holy  prelate^  who  was  of 
the  same  opinion,  but  who  was  unwilling,  by 
adding  to  his  discouragement,  to  deprive  the 
Church  of  a  Bishop  of  bis  merit,  xeplied  with  his 
usual  mildness,  that  he  did  not  see  that  the  pa^- 
tience  of  his  friend  had  been  subjected  to  any 
extraordinary  trial ;  that  he  had^  as  it  were,  but 
a  small  garden  to  cultivate,  and  a  garden  per*^ 
fectly  free  from  the  thorns  and. brambles  of 
heresy.  ''  You  would,''  continued  he^  ''  assume 
a  far  different  style  of  complaint,  if  you  had  the 
painful  task  of  governing  a  diocess  so  extensive  as 
mine,  which  is  not  only  filled  with  heretics^  but 
where  exists  the  fruitful  and  unhappy  source^* 
from  which  error  is  diffused  to  the  neighbouring 
states;  if  you  were  like  myself,  always  in  appre- 
hensions from  within^  in  a  state  of  vigilance 
against  external  enemies,  and  incessantly  employed 
in  planting  and  in  purifying  the  soil ;"  *^  this," 
added  he,  ^'  may  be  termed  a  burden,  dreadful 
~- — ^  ■  I  ._  _  ■ 

♦  The  city  of  Geneva. 
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even  to  angels."  ''  It  is  true>"  answered  the 
Bishop  of  Belley^  '^  that  there  is  no  comparison 
between  my  diocess  and  yours^  either  with  respect 
to  extent^  or  to  the  difficulties  which  are  found  in 
the  general  administration  of  our  concerns ;  but 
there  is  still  less  room  for  comparison  between  the 
Sishops  who  govern;  and  besides^  if  you  are 
much  oppressed  with  labour^  you  have  consider- 
able assistance ;  for  it  is  my  opinion^  that  in  the 
whole  compass  of  the  territories  of  France^  there 
is  not  a  diocess  better  regulated  than  yours^  and 
.  more  amply  furnished  with  good  ecclesiastics  and 
excellent  pastors/'  "  I  agree/'  replied  the  holy 
prelate,  "  that  God,  who  is  goodness  itself,  pro- 
portions His  graces  to  our  wants,  and  enables  us 
to  derive  advantage  from  our  tribulation  ;  other- 
wise, had  He  not  left  this  slender  portion  of 
religious  seed  to  fructify,  should  we  not  be  in  the 
situation  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah?  notwith- 
standing we  cease  not  to  pour  forth  our  lamen- 
tatious  on  the  banks  of  this  great  river,  which 
issues  from  our  Babylon,  and  we  have  no  other 
consolation,  but  what  is  derived  from  the  pious 
hope,  that  the  Father  of  lights  will  one  day  dis- 
perse the  darkness  which  surrounds  us ;  and  that 
after  a  night  of  error,  he  will  display  the  orient 
Jrom  on  high,  on  these  poor  people,  who  have 
so  long  been  seated  in  the  shadows   of  death/' 
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I  feel  it  a  dutj^"  replied  the  Bishop  of  Bellej^ 
which  I  owe  to  the   Church  and  to  jou,  to 
participate  in  jour  feelings ;  but  however  it  maj 
be  asked,  what  have  you  to  .do  with  tbose^  who 
are  out  of  the  Church,  and  who  remain  in  yolun^ 
tary  error  ?  Those  who  remain  to  you,  shew  so 
much  docilit}^  that,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it,  they 
constitute  your  joy  and  your  crown  in  the  Lord.'* 
*'  Indeed,'*  replied  the  holy  prelate,  ^'  I  will  now 
take  you  at  your  word,  and  ask,  whether  your 
flock  cannot  be  said  ix}  shew  as  much  docility  as 
mine?  Why  then  do  you  not  make  them  your  joy 
and  your  crown,  agreeably  to  your  own  nd vice ?*'~ 
As  the  Bishop  of  Belley's  name  was  John  Peter, 
he  applied  to  him  those  words  of  the  Gospel : 
Simon  son  of  John^   if  you  love  we,  feed 'my 
sheep,     ''  And  believe  me,"  added  he,  ''  you  can- 
not shew  your  love  of  God  in  a  more  effectual 
manner,  than  by  remaining  in  the  station  in  which 
He  has  placed  you,  and  by  bestowing  your  appli* 
cation  on  the  duties  of  yoiir  charge.'*   ''  At  leaat>" 
continued  the  fiishop  of  Belley,    ''you  cannot 
deny  that  the  episcopal  dignity  is  a  weighty  charge 
both  for  you  and  for  me/'     ''  It  would  be  insup- 
portable," replied  the  holy  prelate,  ''  if  we  were 
to  bear  it  ourselves ;  but  it  is  a  yoke  of  which  our 
Lord  is  willing, to  bear  a  part,  and  thus  alleviates 
the  whole,  since  -He  bears  ourselves  together  with 
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cur  burdens/'  "  But  to  close  the  enquiry,"  re- 
sumed the  Bishop,  "  are  jou  not  alarmed  at  the 
account  of  so  many  souls,  that  you  have  to  give 
to  the  just  Judge  ?"  ''  Assuredly,"  replied  the 
holy  prelate;  *'  but  this  just  Judge  is  rich  in 
mercy  towards  all  who  invoke  Him  ;  we  have  to  • 
repose  implicit  confidence  in  Him,  and  to  cherish 
sentiments  worthy  of  His  infinite  houniy.  He 
remits  a  debt  of  a  thousand  talents  on  the  least 
entreaty  which  is  made  to  Him ;  we  must  serve 
Him  with  fear;  but  while  we  tremble,  we  are 
utill  to  rejoice  as  the  Apostle  directs ;  that  humi- 
lity which  discourages,  and  destroys  confidence 
in  God,  is  not  of  the  proper  kind." 

The  same  Bishop  of  Belley  relates,  that  as  he 
was  one  day  conversing  with  him  on  the  same 
subject  of  confidence  in  God,  he  asked  him  what 
was  to  be  done  to  attain  a  perfect  distrust  of  our- 
sdlves.  ^^  rtace  your  entire  confidence  in  God/' 
replied  the  holy  prelate.  The  Bishop  answered^, 
''that  he  was  well  aware,  that  all  disorders  were  to 
be  removed  by  contrary  remedies;  but  he  wished 
to  be  informed,  by  what  means  we  were  to  acquire 
diffidence  in  ourselves,  and  perfect  confidence  in 
God."  "''  These  two  things,"  replied  the  holy 
prelate,  ''  are  like  the  scales  of  a  bahtnce ;  the 
devation  of  one  is  iiecessarily  connected  with  the 
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depression  of  the  other;  the  more  we  have  of  dif^ 
fidence  in  ourselves^  the  greater  is  our  confidence 
in  God ;  the  less  we  possess  of  confidence  in  God^ 
proportionablj  inconsiderable  is  our  distrust  in 
our  own  powers ;  and  if  we  have  no  sort  of  con- 
fidence in  our  own  strength^  we  maj  be  assured 
that  our  hopes  centre  completely  in  God.     Hence 
those  who  depend  on  political  sagacity^  the  wise 
and  prudent  of  the  worlds    place  but  small   re- 
liance on  Divine  Providence.'*     "  But,"   replied 
the    Bishop,    '^  can    I    not   attain  a  complete 
distrust  of   myself,    by  the   distinct  knowledge 
which  I  have  of  my  misery,  and  of  my  nothing, 
without  confiding  in  God  ?"    "  No,"  replied  the 
holy  prelate,    "  if,  as  the  Apostle  expresses  it, 
charity  has  taken  a  deep  root  in  your  heart;  for 
without  this  virtue,  which  is  the  root  and  founda- 
tion of  all  others,  the  distrust  which  you  might 
have  of  yourself,  would  neither  be  Christian,  nor 
supernatural ;  true  distrust  of  ourselves,  which  is 
a  fundamental  virtue   in  the    composition   of  a 
Christian,  is  a  disposition  of  an  active  and  cou- 
rageous nature.     It  enables  us  to' say  with  the 
Apostle :  It  is  not  I  who  act,  but  the  grace  of 
God,  which   is  in  )ne.      Without  this  necessary 
virtue,  I  can  do  nothing,  not  evetf  entertain  a 
good  thought;  with  it  I  can  do  every  thing,  be- 
cause that  which  is  impossible  to  man,  is  very 
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easy  to  God,  who  can  do  whatever  it  pleases  Him, 
without  the  possibility  of  experiencing  any  resist- 
ance. Jesus  Christ  exhorted  us  to  this  confidence 
when  He  said :  have  confidence  in  me,  for  I  have 
conquered  the  world:  and  David  had  said  before 
Him,  those  who  confide  in  the  Lord,  are  like 
JMount  Sion;  immoveable."  Thus  did  the  holy 
prelate  express  his  confidence  in  God ;  but  his 
conduct  conveyed  a  still  stronger  expression  of  his 
feelings.  Never  was  he  observed  to  yield  to  disF- 
couragement,  or  to  despondency,  with  respect  to 
any  concern,  which  he  had  undertaken  for  God. 
i^ossibly  success  did  not  on  all  occasions  corres- 
pond with  his  expectations;  but  even  then,^  as 
the  Mother  de  Chantal  assures  us,  he  was  always 
calm  and  content,  because  he  sought  only  the 
glory  of  God,  which  is  invariably  promoted  by 
the  execution  of  His  will.  Fully  resigned'  to  that, 
he  preserved  a  holy  indifference;  and  nothing  was 
capable  of  disturbing  the  peace  of  his  heart ;  an 
unequivocal  proof,  that  he  had  subdued  self-love^ 
and  that  he  lived  and  acted  only  for  God.  Thus 
he  could  say  with  St.  Paul :  /  no  longer  live,  but 
it  is  Jesus  Christ,  who  liveth  in  me. 

*  Deposition  of  the  Mother  de  Chantal. 
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Vlll. 

Of  prayer;  how  much  the  hofy  prelate  recommended  it  to 
all  Christians ;  his  sentimeHts  on  this  subject • 

Prayer  of  all  duties  tp  be  perforined^  naturally 
arises  from  a  distrust  in  ourselves^  and  coofidence 
in  God.  Indeed  who  is  capable  of  knowing  and 
feeling  misery  so  general  and  so  extreme^  as  that 
of  man^  his  blindness^  his  weaknesses^  his  repug- 
nance to  do  good,  his  propensity  to  evil^  which 
bears  him  away  in  defiance  of  his  resolutions;  in  a 
word^  who  can  view  that  series  of  evils  with  which 
he  is  surrounded^  without  feeling  an  impulse  te 
recur  by  the  means  of  prayer^  Xo  that  soyereign 
and  beneficent  Beings  without  whose  assistance 
he  can  do  nothing,  as  with  the. aid.  of ^ His  all* 
powerful  grace,  he  is  equal  to  any  undertaking? 
It  is  true,  that  \)\e  infinite  distance  between  God 
and  ourselves,  our  crimes  that  have  so  often  ijrrir 
tated  His  justice,  and  which  would  have  exhausts 
any  other  goodness  but  His,  might  dishearten  us 
from  making  our  addresses,  or  lead  us  to  despair 
of  the  success  of  our '  supplications ;  but  He  has 
been  kind  enough  to  animate  our  confidence^ sand 
He  directs  us  in  terms  so  urgent  to  haye  recourse 
to  Him  in  our  wants,  that  it  is  equally  impossible 
either  that  He  should  be  unable  or  unwilling  to 
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afTord  us  succour.     To  the  performance  of  this 
indispensable  duty  of  Christian  piety,   St.  Francis 
of  Sales   urged   persons  of  «ill  descriptiohs,  the 
perfect  and  the  imperfect,  the  worldh'ng  and  the 
lecluse;  some,  in  order  to  enter  on  the  road  of 
perfection,  and  others,  that  they  might  persevere 
in   the  path.      With    this    view    he  says,    that 
*  ^^  prayer    enh'ghtens    our    understanding  with 
Diving  light,  and  thalt  it  exposes  our  will  to  the 
htet  of  celestial  love;  that  th^re  is  nothing  which 
so  purifies  our  mind  from  its  errors^  and  our  will 
firom  its-evil  affections;  that  it  is  the  water  of  be- 
nediction, which  gives,  if  it  may  be  so  expressed, 
a  verdant    and  flourishing  appearance,    to  the 
plants  of  our  good  desires,  which  cleanses  our 
souls  from  their  imperfections,  which  moistens  our 
hearts,  and  extinguishes  that  thirst,  which  is  oc- 
casioned by  their  irregular  emotions."     What  he 
says  of  prayer  in  general,  he  particularly  applies 
.  to  mentai  prayer  and  meditation ;  which  be  re- 
commends with   peculiar  earnestness.      But    he 
assigns  not  as  the  object  of  mental  prayer,  dry^ 
barren  and  abstract  ideas,  which  engross  the  mind 
without  affecting  the  heart,    and   without  pro- 
dncii^  a  regular  method  of  life,  and  reformatioa 
af  manners.   He  requires  us  to  meditate  frequently 
—  ■   >        «  ■  ■  — —— . — ■  '■*  ■■■  ■     .  .     , 

*  Introduction,  p.  2,  r.  1. 
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the  doctrine^  the  life^  the  sufferings  of  Jesus 
Christ:  he  assures  us,  ^ '*  that  by  often  looking 
on  Him  by  meditation,  our  souls  will  be  filled 
with  Him,  and  that  we  shall  be  insensibly  accus' 
tomed  to  form  our  actions  by  His  model.*'  Ha 
says,  that  we  are  in  a  particular  manner  obl^ed 
to  employ  our  minds  in  meditation  on  Him,  as  He 
is  the  light  of  the  world ;  that  it  is  in  Him^  bj 
Him  and  for  Him,  that  we  are  to  be  enlightened; 
that  He  is  the  fountain  of  Jacob,  that  cleanses  our 
defilements;  thai  as  little  children,  by  hearing 
their  mothers  speak,  and  lisping  after  them,  learn 
their  language;  so  we,  by  adhering  to  our  Saviour 
by  meditation ;  by  observing  His  words.  His  ac- 
tions and  His  afiections,  shall  learn  with  the  as- 
sistance of  His^  grace,  to  speak,  to  act  and  to  will 
like  Him.  He  deems  this  advice  so  important, 
that  he  says  in  express  terms,  that  we  are  to  stop 
there;  '*  and  believe  me,"  continues  he,  '^we 
shall  never  be  able  to  go  to  God  the  Father,  but 
by  this  gate.  For  as  the  glass  of  a  mirror  would 
not  bound  our  sight,  if  quick-silver  were  not  placed 
on  the  back  of  it ;  so  the  divinity  could  not  be 
contemplated  by  us,  if  it  were  not  joined  to  the 
sacred  humanity  of  our  Saviour,  whose  life  and 
death  form  the  best  proportioned,  the  most  ra« 

*  Ibid. 
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tiohal^  and  the  most  useful  subject  we  can  cboose 
for  our  ordinary  meditation.'*  But  fearing  it 
might  be  supposed^  that  he  indirectly  referred  io 
some  extraordinary  mode  of  meditation^  ^hich 
should  exclude  the  subject  of  Jesus^  Christy  he 
adds  these  beautiful  words :  *^  Our  Saviour  calls 
himself  not  without  reason^  the  bread  which  de- 
scended from  heaven ;  for  as  bread  is  eaten  with 
all  sorts  of  food^  so  our  Sstviour  ought '  to  be  me^ 
ditated^  considered^  sought  after  in  all  our  actions^ 
and  in  all  our  prayers. -' 

It  might  be  contended,  that  St.  Francis  of  Sales, 
having  composed  the  Introduction  to  a  Devout 
Life,  for  persons  in  the  world,  and  for  those  who 
are  beginning  to  enter  on  the  road  of  perfection, 
as  the  title  of  Introduction  seems  to  imply,  he  has 
not  undertaken  to  speak  of  the  prayer  of  the 
perfect.  But  his  comparison  of  bread,  which  is 
to  be  eaten  with  all  sorts  of  meat,  destroys  this 
supposition ;  arfd  independently  of  this,  he  repeats 
the  same  maxims  in  the  Entertainments  which 
were  made  for  more  perfect  souls.  He  even  adds, 
that  these  sentiments  are  the  rules  left  by  the  Holy 
Fathers,  and  that  we  should  studiously  walk  in 
their  steps.  "^  But,"  continues  he,  '^  some' have 
not  been  satisfied  with  what  these  venerable  guides 
have  left,  and  have  discovered  other  imaginary 
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iDcthods ;  these  \ve  are  not  to  adopt  in  our  pl^t^^ 
of  meditation ;  for  such  practices  might  bedetr^'^ 
mental."     As  there  is  nothing  more  useful  thac^ 
prayer^  there  is  likewise  nothing  more  subject  tcr 
illusion^ .  and  in  which  it   is  easier  to  fall  inta 
errors,  when  we  are  not  directed  by  good  guides. 
There  is  no  danger  of  losii^  our  way  in  the  great 
roads ;  the  secret  paths  only  lead  to  the  precipice. 
Such  are  those  obscure  traditions^  unknown  to  the 
Church  for  so  many  ages;  those  private  metho(£i» 
of  which  it  is  asserted^  that  the  ordinary  pastors 
are  not  the  proper  Judges.     It  is  nearly  thie  sane 
with  prayer^  as  with  faith ;  whatever  is  most  emi- 
nent^  whatever  has  been  received  generally^  ad- 
ways^  and  in  all  places^  is  the  best  and  should 
ever  be  followed;  singularity  never  fails  to  be 
dangerous^  and  at  best  bears  but  a  suspicious  ap- 
pearance.    But  though  the  holy  prelate'  prefers 
mental  prayer  to  vocal^  he  fails  iiot  strongly  to 
r^ommend  the  practice  of  both;  and  be  gives 
the  preference  to  vocal  prayer^  when  it  is  com- 
manded ;  as  in  tlie  case  of  the  recitation  of  the 
Divine  office^  with .  respect  to  ecclesiastics.     Inde- 
pendently of  the  circumstance  oC  obligation^  he 
gives  the  preference  to  mental  prayer;  he  requires 
that  the 'devout  person  be  exact  in  it^  that  an  hour 
be  employed  in  that  exercise  every  mornings  or  in 
the  afternoon,  if  the  time  cannot  be  spared  sooner. 
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^•oiild  this  exercise  be.  pre  vented  by  the  hurry  of 

^^^Wf  rs^  bis  advice  is^  that  this  defect  should  be 

^l>«aired  by  short  and  fervent  prayers^  by  secret 

'^^"vations  of  the  heart  to  God,  which  nothing  is 

c^|f>able  of  hindering^  or  by  the  reading  of  some 

^^oving  book  of  piety.     In  a  word,  the  obliga- 

^Von  of  prayer  appeared  to  him  so  indispensable^ 

•    that  he  advises  even  persons  of  the  world,  to 

impose  on  themselves  some  penance,  as  often,  as 

K,    they  fail  in  the  duty,  lest  a  disgust  for  prayer 

should  gain  an  ascendancy,  and  the  habit  of  not 

.praying  should  insensibly  prevail.     Such  was  the 

practice    which    the    holy  prelate    proposed  to 

Christians  of  every  description.     As  to  his.  own 

habits,    he  carried   matters   to  gr^ter^  lengths. 

When  the  duties  of  his  charge  permitted  him,  he 

devoted  every  day  several  hours  to  prayer;  and 

when  he  was  debarred  fron^i  this  practice,  he  had 

recourse  to  frequent  elevations  of  the  heart  to 

God;  and  in  this  he  was  so  punctual,  that  the 

Mother  de  Chantal  assures  us,  that  his  life  was 

a  continual  prayer  by  the  union  of  his  soul  with 

God. 
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IX. 


Of  purity  of  heart;  how  mnch  Si.FrdHcis  of  Sales  excelled 
in  this  virtu€y  and  to  what  lengths  he  thought  it  should 
be  carried* 


If  prayer  is  a  duty  so  indispensable   for  all 
Christians,  it  may  be  asserted^  that  purity  of  heart, 
^hich  becomes  so  necessary  in  order  to  render  it 
efficacious^  is  not  of  inferior  obligation.  If  Iper^ 
ceitc,  said  David,  iniquity  in  my  heart,  the  Lord 
uill  not  hear  vn\     We  must  Ihen  possess  gneit 
purity  of  heart  to  pray  well ;  and  this  is  the  first 
disposition  which  the  holy  prelate  demands^  in 
order  to  approach  to  God  by  prayer^   as  Jesus 
Christ  lays  it  down  as  a  necessary  condition^  in 
order  to  enjoy  God  in*  heaven.     Blessed  are  the 
pure  of  hearty  for  they  shall  see  God.   St.  Francis 
of  Sales  does  not  indeed  require  perfect  purity  as  a 
preliminary  condition  to  pfay;   but  he  requires 
the  Christian  to  aim  at  it^  and  to  labour  to  ac- 
quire it.     He  makes  it  consist  in  the  following 
articles.*     He  requires  in  the  first  place^  that  the 
soul  should  be  free  not  only  from  all  mortal  sio^ 
but  even  from  all  affection  to  sin;  in  the  same 
UKiiMu  r  as  the  true  Israelites  not  only  left  Egypt^ 
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but  divested  themselves  of  all  affection^  which  they 
might  have  entertained  for  \^hat  thej  had  left  ia 
that  country*     This  is  what  he  calls  the  first  ^tep 
towards  the  purgation  of  the  soul,  that  is^  purity 
of  heart.     The  second  consists  in  having  no  affect 
tion  to  venial  sin.     On  this  subject^  he  justly 
remarks^  that  it  is  not  possible  in  this  life  to  be 
entirely  free  from  venial  sin^    at  least  for  any 
length  of  time ;  but  that  it  is  possible^  and  that 
it  becomes  a  duty  to  have  no  affection  to  \i ;  or  as 
he  expresses  himself,  "  We  must  not  voluntarily 
cberish  the  will  of  persevering  in  any  sort  of  sin/' 
The  reason  which  he  assigns  is^  "  that  venial  sin^ 
however  slight^  displeases  God^  though  it  does 
not  displease  Him  to  that  degree^  as  to  induce 
Him  to  deprive  us  of  eternal  salvation;   and  if 
venial  sin  is  thus  displeasing  to  Him^  the  affection 
which  we  may  entertain  for  it^  must  be  assuredly 
displeasing^  because  it  is  nothing  else  than  a  reso- 
lution wilfully  to  displease  His  Divine  Majesty."' 
If  thus  to  displease  God  by  any  act^  is  contrary 
to  true  purity  of  hearty  to  take  a  pleasure  in  dis- 
pleasing Him,  is  still  more  opposite  to  that  dis- 
position.    He  adds,    "  that    these    affections  to 
venial  sin  are  entirely  contrary  to  devotion,  as  an 
affection  to  mortal  sin  is  contrary  to  charity ;  that 
tbcy  weaken  the  powers  of  the  mind ;  that  they 
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prevent  Divine  consolations ;  that  they  open  the 
door  to  temptations ;  and  that  though  tbej  do  not 
kill  the  soul,  they  render  it  extremely  feeble." 
Finally,  nothing  displeases  God,  but  that  which 
defiles  the  soul;  and  all  that  sullies  the-  beauty  of 
the  soul  is  contrary  to  purity  of  hearf.  The  holy 
prelate  is  not  satisfied  with  this  degree  of  perfec- 
tion ;  he  carries  the  purity  of  the  heart  even  to  the 
act  of  retrenching  all  affection  to  dangerous  and 
useless  things;  such  are  games  and  diversions, 
even  those  that  are  innocent  and  permitted.  He 
therefore  asserts  on  this  subject,  that  there  is  no 
harm'  in  innocent  amusement,  but  that  it  is  un- 
questionably  hurtful  to  take  On  affection  for  it; 
that  our  hearts  were  not  formed  to  be  occupied 
with  such  vain  and  ridiculous  afiections;  that 
these  attachments  possess  a  place  which  should  be 
held  by  good  impressions,  and  that  they  prevent 
our  application  to  laudable  pursuits.  He  refers 
to  the  example  of  the  Nazareans,  who  not  only 
abstained  from  wino,  and  all  inebriating  liquor, 
but  even  from  graphs  and  verjuice;  and  he  con- 
cludes from  this  instance,  that  we  are  to  deprive 
ourselves  not  only  of  all  that  immediately  afifects 
the  purity  of  tlie  heart,  but  of  every  thing  capable 
of  impairing  it.  *'  The  heart  of  man,*'  says  he, 
''  by  loading  itself  with  these  useless,  superfluous 
and  dangerous  affections,  is  unquestionably  pre- 
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Tented  from  running  with  swiftness  and  with 
facility  after  its  God,  which  is  the  essence  of 
devotion."  This  desirable  perfection  consists  in 
having  tlie  heart  pure  and  disengaged  from  the  , 
things  of  the  world,  in  order  to  be  engrossed 
wholly  with  God. 

It  must  be  allowed,  that  a  soul  thus  cleansed 
from  all  these  affections^  has  attained  a  consider- 
able  share  of  purity;  the  holy  prelate  however 
requires  farther  advances ;  he  demands  that  this 
purity  be  carried  so  far  as  to  retrench  evil  inclina-  . 
tions,  however  natural.  "-  We  have/'  says  he, 
^^  certain  inclinations  natural  to  us,  which,  as  they 
did  not  originate  in  our  personal  sins,  are  not 
properly  either  mortal  or  venial  faults,  but  are 
called  imperfections;  and  the'  acts  are  styled  de- 
fects and  failures."  These  are  to  be  retrenched 
and  corrected,  if  we  wish  ^to  possess  perfect  pu- 
rity of  heart.  But  lest  it  should  be  imagined, 
that  he  speaks  of  vicious  inclinations,  that  lead 
to  evil,  he  produces  the  instance  of  SL  Paula, 
who,  according  to  the  account  of  St.>  Jerom,  wag 
so  addicted  to  melancholy,  that  on  the  death  of 
her  husband  or  her  children,  she  was  perpetually 
in  danger  of  dying  of  grief.  '^  This  was,'*  says 
the  holy  prelate,  ^'  an  imperfection,  and  not  a  sin, 
since  it  was  against  her  intention  and  against  her 
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^ill/'  However  as  such  and  similar  inclinations 
are  real  defects,  which  impair  the  purity  of  the 
heart,  the  holy  prelate  requires,  that  efforts  should 
be  continually  made  to  remove  them.*  He  pro- 
ceeds still  farther ;  for  he  maintains  that  we  are  to 
retrench  even  desires,  not  only  such  as  would  be 
dangerous,  but  even  those  that  are  useless  and 
superfluous,  or  those  which  regard  things  either 
distant,  or  which  are  not  in  our  power,  or  which, 
however  laudable,  are  not  suitable  to  the  station, 
in  which  we  are  placed  by  God.  '^  No,*'  says  he, 
in  express  terms^  ''  I  would  not  have  devout  per- 
ions  wish  for  a  more  excellent  understanding,  or 
a  better  judgment  than  they  possess;  since  these 
desires  are  vain,  or  at  least  hold  the  place  of  the 
desire,  \vhich  each  one  ought  to  have  to  cultivate 
the  gifts  he  has  received.  Let  them  not  even 
desire  to  have  better  means  of  serving  God,  than 
they  possess ;  but  faithfully  employ  what  is  given." 
''  Now  this,"  adds  he,  ''  is  to  be  understood  of 
the  desires,  in  which  the  heart  is  engaged ;  for  as 
to  simple  wishes,  they  are  not  hurtful,  provided 
they  be  not  too  frequent."  The  holy  prelate, 
after  purifying  the  heart  by  the  means  which 
have  been  specified,  requires  that  every  effort  be 
made  to  adorn  it  with  virtue.     Indeed  purity  of 
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hearty  does  not  consist  in  this  void^  occagioned  by 
what  the  Saint  calls  the  first  purgation ;  a  situ- 
ation not  more  consonant  to  grace  than  to  nature, 
but  in  the  plenitude  of  those  virtues^  which  are 
adapted  to  all  states  in  general^  or  of  those  which 
are  p<^culiar  to  each  one's  situation  in  life/ 
Accordingl)^  after  having  spoken  on  the  subject  of 
prayer,  and  on  some  other  exercises  of  Christian 
piety,  which  are  calculated  to  obtain  from  God 
this  purity  of  heart,  he  proceeds  to  treat  of  the  dif- 
ferent virtues,  and  gives  excellent  advice  on  the 
method  of  attaining  them.  But  his  manner -by  no 
means  resembles  that  of  the  philosophers,  who  on 
these  subjects  frequently  furnished  precepts,  which 
they  never  reduced  fo  practice;  but  it  is  always 
tender,  affecting  and  practical;  a  manner  which  is 
to  be  learned  only  in  the  school  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  justness  and  solidity  of  his  mind  appear  in  all 
he  says,  but  the  goodness  of  his  heart  is  still  more 
conspicuous ;  he  never  taught  but  what  he  had 
first  practised  himself*  The  Mother  de  Chantal 
assures  us,  that  he  had  attained  such  a  degree  of 
purity  of  heart,  as  to  love,  to  desire,  to  see  no- 
thing but  God  in  all  things ;  and  that  he  was 
continually   engaged  in  repressing    the^  smallest 

'  '  I  I    I  ..      .  _         I  m  .1        .       II     .     ■  II  1       ■ 
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emotions  of  self-love.     To  souls  purified  in  ibis 
manner^  or  at  least  to  sncti  as  labour  to  attain 
this  purity  of  heart,  tfie  holy  prelate  alh»ws  the 
^frequent  use   of  the  sacraments,    as    he  says  in 
express  terms,*  in  that  passage  where  be  treats  of 
frequent  communion.     After  this  discussion,  those 
who  have  accused  his  doctrine  of  relaxation,  will 
perhaps  acknowledge,  either  tbat  they  bave  not 
examined  it  with  sufficient  attention,  or  tbat  they 
never  rightly  understood  it. 


X. 


Of  external  humility,  or  of  the  contempt  i^f  honours. 
Rules  of  conduct  given  by  the  holy  prelate  to  persons 
invested  with  dignity. 

The  holy  Bishop  of  Geneva  proceeding*  to  treat 
the  subject  of  humility,  divides  it  into  exterior 
and  interior.  He  repeats  after  St.  Bernard,  tbat 
to  receive  the  grace  of  God  into  our  souls,  we 
must  strip  them  of  our  own  glory,  and  in  some 
measure  of  ourselves:  this  can  be^rforoied  only 
by  humility,  which  be  styles  the  motber  and 
guardian  of  virtues.  By  exterior  bumility,  tbe 
holy  prelate  understands  that,  whicb  r^ulates  the 
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exterior;  and  by  interior  humility,  he  means  the 
humility  of  the  hearty  which  affects  the  sentiments 
we  are  to  entertain  with  rojspect  to  God  and  to  our 
neighbour.  He  proceeds  to  observe,  that  there 
are  advantages  on  which  we  daily  value  ourselves, 
and  yet  that  this  vanity  is  extremely  ridrculou^. 
These  advantages  are,  either  those  that  are  not  in 
us,  or  those  that  are  in  us,  but  do  not  belong  to 
us ;  or  those  that  are  in  us  and  belong  to  us,  but 
which  are  of  such  trifling  moment,  ihat  they  do 
not  deserve  to  be  considered,  and  should  not  ele- 
vate us  in  our  own  estimation  above  others.  As 
instances  of  the  advantages  which  are  not  in  us, 
he  produces  those  of  rank,  the  favour  of  the  great, 
tiie  esteem  of  the  public.  And  true  it  is,  that 
these  advantages  are  not  in  us,  but  either  in  our 
ancestors,  or  in  the  esteem  of  others.  The  ad- 
vantages which  belong  to  us,  but  are  not  in  us, 
are  equipages,  the  splendor  of  dress,  furniture  and 
all  such  exterior  goods,  which  are  indeed  our 
property,  but  add  nothing  td  bur  merit.  For 
truly  the  possession  of  these  advantages,  gives  no 
increase  either  to  our  wisdom,  to  our  prudence  or 
our  virtue,  nor  does  it  enhance  any  of  those  qua- 
lities, which  render  us  better  men  or,  more  valu- 
able in  society.  The  goods  which  belong  to  us 
and  are  in  us,  are,  for  instance,  beauty  which 
^opn    withers;    knowledge,    which  is   extremely 
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limited,  and  but  too  frequently  directed  to  Tain 
and  useless  objects.  We  Talue  ourselves^  con- 
tinues the  holy  prelate,  on  all  these  accounts 
without  reason;  as  these  advantages^  so  far  from 
rendering  us  estimable,  frequently  expose  us  to 
ridicule^  and  give  birth  to  a  foolish  vanity^  that 
renders  us  contemptible  to  men^  and  hatful  to 
God.  "  True  merit/'  adds  the  holy  prelate^  "  is 
kno^n  like  true  balm.  Balm  is  tried  by  being 
distilled  into  water ;  if  it  sink  to  the  bottom^  it  is 
esteemed  valuable  and  precious;  but  it  b  of  the 
contrary  description^  if  it  remain  on  the  surface. 
Thus  to  know^  if  a  man  be  really  estimable^ 
learned^  noble^  generous;  we  must  ascertain^  if 
these  advantages  be  built  on  humility  and  mo- 
desty ;  in  that  case^  they  will  be  truly  valuable : 
but  if  they  rise  to  the  surface^  and  are  osten- 
tatiously exposed  to  public  view^  they  may  be 
accounted  deceitful  advantages,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion in  which  they  are  shewn.  Even  virtues 
themselves^  and  the  fairest  qualities  which  adorn 
human  nature,  should  they  be  fostered  in  pride 
and  vanity,  are  but  a  vain  appearance ;» they  are 
really  destitute  of  health  and  solidfty.''  He  then 
advises  the  faithful  Christian  not  to  shew  too 
delicate  and  formal  an  attention  to  lank,  pre- 
cedence and  title;  "  for/*  says  he,  "  besides  the 
inconvenience  of  exposing  ourselves  to  enquiries 
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and  examinations,  which  will  not  always  succeed 
to  our  wishes,  nor  justify  the  pretensions  we  as- 
sume, we  render  ourselves. contemptible  in  mani- 
festing too  much  esteem  for  objects  by  no  means 
estimable."  He  adds,  that  the  search  and  love 
of  virtue  contribute  to  render  us  virtuous;  but 
that  a  passionate  attachment  to  honours^  exposes 
us  to  reproach  and  contempt.  ''  Minds  well 
•  formed/*  says  he,  ^'  are  not  amused  with  the  trifles 
of  honour,  of  rank  and  respect ;  they  have  more 
important  objects  to  attend  to ;  it  indicates  a  low 
and  indolent  mind  to  be  engaged  in  such  concerns; 
he  who  can  obtain  pearls,  will  not  load  himself 
with  shells ;  and  those  who  aspire  to  virtue,  be- 
tray a  disregard  for  honours."  He  however  ac- 
knowledges, that  every  person  may  keep  his  rank, 
and  even  maintain  it  without  violating  humility, 
provided,  says  he,  that  be  done  with  ease  and 
tviihout  contention.  He  moreover  owns,  that 
those  who  are  invested  with  public  dignities, 
ought  not  to  neglect  the  rank  and  the  respect 
due  to  them ;  that  there  are  even  important  occa- 
sions when  such  neglect  would  be  dangerous ;  be 
says,  that  in  this,  every  one  ought  to  maintain 
what  belongs  to  him-;  but  as  he  believes  that 
persons  ought  not  to  be  passionately  attached  to 
such  niceties,  he  requires,  that  when  the  support 
of  rank  is  justified  with  the  best  reasons,    the 
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claim    should    be    made    with  much    prudence, 
discretion^  charity^  and  politeness. 


XL 


Of  interior  humility  which  resides  in  the  lifiart,  Senti" 
meiits  of  the  holy  prelate  concerning  true  and  false 
humility, 

•  •  I 

The  exterior  humility^  of  which  we  have  been 
speaking,  is  that  which  regulates  the  actions  and 
the  exterior  conduct ;  and  interior  humility  is  that 
which  forms  the  sentiments,  the  inclinations  and 
desires.  But  as  virtue  of  whatever  description, 
resides  total Iv  in  the  mind  and  in  the  heart,  there 
is,  in  strict  propriety  of  speech,  no  other  humility, 
but  what  is  inferior,  which  consists  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  mind,  and  in  the  affections  of  the 
heart.  Accordingly  the  holy  prelate,  speaking  of 
the  rules  of  conduct  which .  we  have  recorded, 
says,  that  it  is  less  humility  that  dictates  them, 
than  the  prudence^ and  discretion  which  sfaoald 
accompany  all  our  actions.  As  to  interior  bumi- 
•  lity,  which  teaches  us  to  know  oursefves,  and  not 
to  value  ourselves  beyond  our  trifling  deserts,  he 
savs  in  the  first  place,  that  it  is  not  a  sentiment  of 
humility,  to  be  unwilling  to  reflect  on  the  benefits 
of  God,  from  an  apprehension  of  flattering  that 


^  OF   SALES.       BOOK   VIII*  493 

natural  pride,  which  every  object  t^nds^  to  en- 
kindle, and  which  often  gains  fresh  strength  from  ; 
the  means  employed  to  repress  it;  according  to 
hivn,  false  humility  alone  can  inspire  such  a  senti- 
ment.  '^  For/*  says  he,  '^  since  the  true  method 
of  attaining  the  love  of  God,  is  the  consideration  of 
His  benefits,  the  more  w6  become  acquainted  with 
those  benefits,  the  more  we  shall  love  Him;  and  as 
particular  favours  have  a  more  afiecting  influence 
than  those  that  are  common  to  others;  so  they 
ought  to  be  more  attentively  considered.  Cer- 
tainly nothing  is  more  calculated, to  humble  us 
l)efore  the  mercy  of  God,  than  the  nmltitude  of 
His  benefits ;  and  nothing  can  so  bumble  us  be- 
fore His  justice,  as  the  multitude  of  our  sins. 
Let  us  consider  what  He  has  done  for  us,  and 
what  we  have  dpne  against  Him  ;  ahd  as  we  ex- 
amine our  sins  in  detail,  let  us  review  the  peculiar 
favours  which  He  has  bestowed."  "No !"  continues 
he,  ^^  we  are  not  to  fear,  that  the  knowledge  of 
what  He  has  placed  in  us  should  give  birth  to 
pride,  provided  we  be  always  attentive  to  this 
consideration,  that  what  is  good  in  us,  is  not 
from  us ;  agreeably  to  the  words  of  the  Apostle, 
What  Have  we  that  we  have  not  received :  and  if 
we  have  received,  why  do  we  glory,  as  if  we  had 
not  received,"  .  "  On  the  contrary,"  adds  the  holy 
prelate,  "  the  lively  consideration  of  the  graces 
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received^  renders  us  humble^  because  knowledge 
b^ets  gratitude. 

He  however  acknowledges^  that  there  are  per- 
sons who  have  so  strong  a  bias  to  vanity,  and  in 
whom  self-love  has  taken  so  deep  a  root^  that  the 
consideration  of  the  peculiar  benefits  bestowed  oa 
them  by  God,  is  apt  to  give  new  strength  to  their 
natural  pride.     The  advice  which   he  ^yes  od 
these  occasions,  is  not  to  discontinue  the  consi- 
deration of  the  benefits  of  God,  but  to  review  at 
the  same  time  our  multiplied  instances  of  ingra- 
titude, our  imperfections  and  our  miseries.     "  If 
we  consider,"  says  he,  "  what  we  did  when  God 
was  not  with  us,  we  shall  easily  perceive  that  what 
we  do,  when  He  is  with  us,  is  not  from  us ;  we  shall 
enjoy  the  pleasure  of  the  benefits,  but  we  shall 
refer  all  the  glory  of  them  to  God  alone,  because 
He  alone  is  the  sole  author  of  them;  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Blessed  Virgin  acknowledges  that 
God  has  done  great  things  for  her ;  but  it  is  only 
to  humble   herself,  and  to  give  glory  to  God." 
'^  My  soul,"  says  she,  '*  glorifies  the  Lord,  and 
my  mind  is  ravished  with  joy  in  God  my  Saviour, 
because  He  has  regarded   the  meanness  of  His 
handmaid.     The  Almighty  has  done  in  me  great 
things,    and  Holy  be  His  name."     He  then  re- 
proves those,  who  in  their  discourse,  aflTect  a  tone 
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of  humility,  and  speak  of  themselves  with  con- 
tempt. He  places  this  affectation  to  the  account  of 
false  humility.*  ^^  We  should  be  extremely  sorry," 
says  he,  ^'  to  be  taken  at  our  word,  and  to  be 
reputed  such  as  we  represent  ourselves  to  be;  on 
the  contrary,  we  pretend  to  iBy  and  conceal  our- 
selves, that  others  may  run  after  us  and  seek  for 
us ;  we  feign  a  wish  to  be  the  last,  and  to  be 
seated  at  the  bottom  of  the  table,  but  it  is  only  to 
ascend  io  the  top  with  more  glory.'^  After  having 
ascribed  this  affectation  to  false  humility,  he 
draws  the  character  of  true  humility.  ''  TruQ 
humility,"  says  he,  "  does  not  affect  the  appear- 
ance of  what  it  is.  It  desires  to  conceal  not  only 
its  other  virtues,  but  it  is  eager  above  all  things 
to  conceal  itself;  atid  if  it  were  permitted  to  lie, 
to  dissemble,  and  to  scandalize  our  neighbours, 
it  would  exhibit  acts  of  arrogance  and  haughtiness, 
in  order  to  conceal  itself  under  these  appearances, 
and  to  remain  unknown.  ''  Either  let  us  not 
utter,"  says  he,  "  these  words  of  humility,  or  let 
us  repeat  them  with  a  tnie  interior  spirit,  confor- 
mably to  what  we  speak  ;  let  us  never  cast  down 
our  eyes,  but  while  we  humble  our  hearts;    let 


*  This  most  useful  passage  is  strongly  recommended  to 
the  attention  of  the  reader.  For  false  humility,  like  false 
saoney,  is  too  much  in  circulation. 
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118  not  aftect  a  wish  to  be  id  the  last  place^  till  we 
really  desire  it  in  all  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts; 
and  I  hold/'  says  he^  "  this  rule  to  be  so  general, 
that  I  find  no  exception  to  it." 

But  as  civility^  Mrhich  is  one  of  the  principal 
virtues  of  social  life^  often  requires  that  we  do  and 
say  things^  which,  are  not  cxactl}'  agreeable  to  our 
secret  intentions^  and  the  sentiments  of  our  hearts, 
the   holy  prelate    proposes    the  difficulties  that 
might  arise   on   this  subject,  and   resolves  them 
with  much  precision.  ''  Civility/*  says  he,  ^^  some*, 
times  requires,    that  we   give  the  advantage  to 
those  who  will  certainly  not  accept  it ;  but  in 
this  there  is   no  duplicity,    nor    falae    humilitf. 
For  in  those  ca^es,  the  offer  of  the  advantage  is  s 
beginning  of  honour,  and  since  we  cannot  give 
it  to  them  entirely,  there  is  no  harm  in  giving  to 
them  the  beginning/*     "  The  same  may  be  said/** 
continues  he,  ''  of  certain  expressions  indicatin 
honour  and  respect,  which  literally  are  not  truer" 
they  are  however  sufficiently  agreeable  to  truth 
provided  the  heart  of  him  who  utters  them,  bav 
a  real  intention  to  honour  and  respect  the  persoi 
to  whom  they  are  addressed.      For  though  tW 
words  which   we  employ    express   our  meauin 
rather  strongly,  there  is  no  harm  in  using  the 
agreeably  to  received  usage/*     He  however  by  n 
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means  approves  those  long  and  extravagant  com- 
pliments^   as  contrary  to   sincerity^   as  they  are 
remote  from  true  civility;  compliments  extremely 
.    embarrassing  to  those  who  make  them^  more  dis* 
justing   to    those  who  hear   them^    and  which 
!     mean  nothing  or  mean  too  much.     He  requires^ 
that  in  complimentary  addresses^  nothing  be  said, 
which  is  not  conformable^  as  far  as  may  be^  to 
our  real  sentiments^  in  order  to  follow,  says  he, 
in  all  and  through  all,  simplicity  and  cordis  can- 
"^i    dour.     Sincerity,  simplicity,  and  candour  ought, 
p'  Agreeably  to  the  holy  prelate,  ever  to  accompany 
^     humility.      But  he   goes  farther;    he  maintains 
'Oat  a  man  truly  humble,  would  rather  that  an- 
other should  speak  of  him  in  contemptible  terms; 
^an  perform  that  office  himself     He  requires  at 
^^st^    that  when   that  happens,    no  offence  be 
'^^xi,  no  contradiction  offered,  and  no  complaint 
^^^^^ed.     Humility  on  those  occasions  allows  no 
^*i^B8;  and  the  reason  which  he  assigns  is,  that 
Miis  virtue  inspires  very  lowly  sentiments  of 
Ives,   we  ought  not   to  be  displeased,  that 
s    should    speak    conformably   to   what  we 
y  or  at  least  to  those  sentiments,  which  it  is 
uty  to  entertain. 


/  ■ 


€  then  places  in  the  class  of  the  affectedly 
e,  all  those  who   declare,    that  they  leave 

"VOL.  II.  J   i 
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prayer  to  tbe  perfect^  and  \vho  saj^    that  as  to 
themselves,    they  are  not  worthy  of  perforroiDg 
that  exercise ;  as  also  those  who  protest,  that  thej 
\enture  not  to  communicate  more  frequently  from 
a  sense  of  their  deficiency  of  disposition;  those 
who  affirm  that  tbey  have  an  apprehension  of  join- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  devotees,  lest  they  should 
disgrace  devotion  itself;  and  finally  those  who  re- 
fuse to  employ  the  talents,  which  God  has  given 
them,  in  the  service  of  their  neighbour,  under  the 
flimsy  pretext,    that    they   are  sensible  of  theif 
weakness,  and  of  their  propensity  to  vain  glory; 
and  that  they  should  expose  themselves  to  ruin, 
by  an  attempt  to  instruct  others.     '^  AH  that," 
says  the  holy  prelate,  "  is  but  an  artifice  of  sdf- 
love,  and  a  species  of  humility,  not  only  false  but 
malicious,  by  which  blame  is  tacitly  and  disinge- 
nuously imputed  to  the  designs  of  God ;  or  at 
least  the  mantle  of  humility  is  thrown  over  sel& 
love,  caprice  and   indolence/'     He   asserts,  that 
when  God  favours  us  with  any  gift^  it  is  a  siga, 
that  He  wishes  us  to  employ  it,  and  that  humility 
exacts  our  compliance,  in  performing  what  appears 
to  be  required  of  us.      ^*  The  proud  man,"  say« 
he,  ''  who  relies  on  himself,  has  great  reason  oot 
to  embark  in  any  undertaking ;  but  the  humble 
man  is  courageous  in  proportion  as  he  confides 
not  in  his  own  strength ;/  in  the  same  degree  io 
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which  he  believes  himself  weak,  he  becoities  bold 
and  enterprising ;  because  he  reposes  all  his  con- 
fidence in  God,  who  is  graciously  pleased  to  dis- 
play Hi»  power  in  our  weakness,  and  to  raise  His 
mercy  upon  the  wrecks  of  oiir  wretchednesjs/- 
Hence  he  infers,  that  we  are  to  employ  with  hu- 
mility and  holiness,  the  gifts  of  God,  and  all  that 
our  directors  ihink  proper  to  render  us  perfect. 
'*  To  imagine  that  we  know,-*  continues  he, 
'^  what  we  are  ignorant  of,  is  arrant  folly;  to 
affect  a  knowledge  of  that  with  which  we  kriow 
ourselves  to  be  unacquainted,  is  an  instanced  of  in- 
supportable vanity.  As  to  me,  I  would  not  act 
the  pedant  in  what  I  know,  nor  would  I  affect  to 
be  ignorant.'*  He  prescribes  another  important 
rule  of  conduct,  and  directs  that,  when  charity 
requires  it,  and  we  are  not  actuated  by  seifif^hness;, 
vanity,  avarice,  or  any  similar  passion,  we  should 
then  communicate  to  our  neighbour,  with  freedom 
and  meekness,  whatever  can  contribute  to  his  in- 
struction; and  that  we  should  i^ot  withheld  wb&t 
is  useful  to  him,  and  may  administer  to  his  conso- 
lation. ''  For,*'  say^  the  holy  prelate,  '^  that  hu- 
mitity^  which  conceals  from  public  view  our  vir- 
tues, for  the  purpose  of  preserving  them  more 
securely,  w^ill  suffer  them  to  appear,  when  charity 
requires  that  they  be  thus  enhanced  and  brought 

I  i  2 


500  THE    UFE  OF  ST.    FRANCIS 

to  perfection.  For  charity  ought  to  predominate 
in  all  virtues ;  consequently  that  humility,  which 
injures  charity^  is  unquestionably  false."  He  ac- 
knowledges that  there  would  be  a  certain  irr^u- 
larity  in  some  actions^  which  appear  to  be  dictated 
by  humility.  "  As,"  continues  he,  *'  I  would  not 
affect  superior  wisdom,  so  I  would  not  assume 
the  garb  of  folly;  for  if  humility  forbids  the  first 
extreme,  simplicity  and  candour  should  prevent 
the  other ;  and  if  vanity  is  contrary  to  humility^ 
artifice  and  affectation  are  opposed  to  simplicity 
and  candour."  He  adds,  that  if  some  Saints-have 
assumed  the  appearance  of  folly,  in  order  to 
render  themselves  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  we  are  to  admire  their  conduct^  but  not 
to  consider  it  as  a  subject  of  imitation ;'  "  for  to 
adopt  this  extreme/'  continues  he,  ''  they  were  ac- 
tuated by  peculiar  and  extraordinary  motives, 
from  which  no  one  should  draw  a  consequence  for 
the  regulation  of  his  own  conduct."^  He  however 
acknowledges,  that  if  we  were  to  pass  for  fools  ia 
the  eves  of  the  world,  for  having  embraced  the 
pursuit  of  true  and  sincere  devotion,  we  are  not 
on  that  account  to  relinquish  our  purpose,  and 
act  agreeably  to  the  judgment  of  men.  '^  In  such 
a  case,"  says  he,  "  humility  will  give  you  joy, 
amidst  your  disgrace,  of  which  the  cause  does  not 
exist  in  you,  but  in  those  who  form  these  perverse 
iudgmeuts." 
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XII. 


Continuation  of  the  same  subject. 


From  the  time  <hat  the  Son  of  God  has  said : 
Learn  of  me,  for  lam  meek  and  humble  ofhedtt ; 
this  virtue,  till  that  period  so  little  known,  is  now 
become  so  necessary,  that  it  may  be  styled  the 
foundation  of  the  spiritual  edifice.  This  made 
St.  Augustine  say :  '^  Do  you  wish  to  be  great? 
Begin  by  being  little.  Do  you  intend  to  erect  a 
stately  edifice  ?  First  resolve  to  make  humility  the 
foundation,  and  forget  not,  that  the  higher  and 
more  substantial  the  building  is  to  be,  the  foun- 
dation must  be  proportionably  deeper."  ''Our  edi- 
fice," continues  he,  "  must  be  raised  to  the  pos- 
seasion  of  God ;  let  us  then  assign  no  bounds  to 
btir  humility.  A  stately  building  cannot  be  raised 
on  too  deep  a  foundation."  The  extreme  necessity 
and  importance  of  this  virtue,  induced  St.  Francis 
of  Sales,  to  treat  it  more  at  length,  than  any 
other.  In  speaking  of  humility^  he  spoke  from 
'  bis  heart;  it  was  hi»  favourite  virtue;  this  occa- 
sioned  these  observations,  '^  that  the  highest  sum- 
mit of  humility,  consists  not  only  in  knowing  our 
abjection,  but  in  loving  it,  and  in  feeling  a  com- 
placency in  it;  ''and  this,"  says  he,  "not  from 
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want  of  courage  or  generosity,  but  with  a  view  to 
exalt  His  Divine  Majesty  the  more,  and  to  value 
our  neighbour  more  than  ourselves/'  He  then 
lays  down  the  principle^  that  among  the  evils  in- 
cident to  life,  some  are  humiliating,  and  others 
are  honourable.  The  latter  are  easily  supported ; 
but  it  is  difficult  not  to  conceive  an  aversion  for 
the  former.  That  a  religious  man  should  be  ill 
drest,  and  should  suffer  injuries  with  patience,  are 
circumstances/  which  are  not  deemed  dishonour- 
able ;  but  should  a  gentleman  be  in  that  situation, 
he  wQuld  eii^cite  contempt.  What  would  be  con- 
sidered as  virtue  in  one  instance,  would  be  treated 
as  meanness  of  spirit  in  the  other.  Patience,, 
agreeably  to  the  holy  prelate,  engages  us  to  Ipve 
the  evils  which  God  ordains;  but  humility  alone, 
leads  us  to  love  the  abjection  with  which  they  are 
attended.  What  the  holy  prelate  says  of  evils,  he 
applies  to  the  different  virtues.  There  are  some 
virtues,  which  are  deemed  abject,  and  eiiLcite  con- 
tempt ;  there  are  others  which  are  honourable, 
and  fail  not  to  attract  the  esteem  of  mankind. 
Patience,  meekness,  simplicity,  even  humihty, 
are  virtues  that  are  viewed  with  contempt  by  the 
world.  Prudeuce,  generosity,  valour,  are  held 
in  high  estimation.  Of  tlie  same  virtue,  some 
acts  are  in  repute,  and  others  undervalued; 
to  give  alms  and  to  pardon  ii^^uries,  are  both  acts 
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of  charity.  The  world  esteems  the  first,  and 
slights  the  other.  Humility,  according  to  the 
holy  Bishop,  leads  us  to  love  not  only  the  virtues 

» 

which  are  viewed  with  contempt,  but  even  the 
contentpt  annexed  to  them.     He  says  the  same  of 
the  contempt  with  which  our  good  or  bad  actions 
may  be  followed.     He  only  adds,  that  if  the  ac- 
tion be  bad,  we  are  to  detest  it,  but  to  love  the 
abjection  with  which  it  is  attended,  and  the  con- 
tempt which  it  brings.     However,  he  proceeds  to 
observe,  that  though  we  are  to  love  the  abjection 
which  arises  either  from  the  evils  which  we  suffer, 
or  from  those  which  we  commit,  we  must  never- 
theless labour  to  remove  the  cause,  espedally  in 
matters  of  consequence.     '^If,**  says  he,  ^'  I  have 
any  complaint  in  my  face,  which  may  be  attended 
with  immiliation,  I  shall  try  to  remove  it,  withr 
out  seeking  any  remedy  for  the  humiliation  which 
has  accrued.     If  I  have  done  a  thing  which  ren- 
ders me  conteniptible,  without  giving  offence  to 
any  one,  I  will  forbear  all  apology ;  for  though  it 
may  be  a  defect,  yidi  jas  it  brings  but  a  transient 
shame,  an  apology  can^cnly  serve  to  remove  the 
humiliation;  and  such  attempts,  are  contrary  to 
true  humility.     But  if  by  mistake  or  imprudence, 
I  have  scandalised  any  one,  I  wili^i^epair  the  of- 
fence by  some  true  excuse,  because  id  such  a  case, 
tbe  evil  is  permanent,  and  charity  obliges  me  to 
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remove  it."     ludeed  charity- sometiraes  requires, 
that  we  should  remove  our  own  abjection,  for  the 
go6d  of  our  neighbour^  who  is  interested  in  our 
reputation ;  but  in  such  a  case,  if  for  the  good 
of  others,  we  hide  from  view  what  renders  us  con- 
temptible,   we  should  be  careful  to  conceal  the 
humiliation  in  our^eart,  for  the  purpose  of  edifi* 
cation.     The  holy  Bishop  having  advanced  this 
maxim,   which  he  ever  religiously  observed,  en- 
quires what  are  the  most  salutary  kinds  of  abjec- 
tion.    He  answers  this  enquiry  by  saying,  that  the 
humiliations,  which  are  the  most  advantageous  to 
the  soul,  and  the  most  agreeable  to  God^  are  those 
in  which  we  bear  the  least  part,   which  appear  to 
happen  by  chance,  or  which  arise  from  the  station 
of  life,  in  which  'Providence  has  placed  us.     The 
reasoi^  which  he  assigns  is,  that  we  did  not  choose 
them,  but  we  took  them  from  the  hand  of  God; 
that  He  knows  better  than  we  ourselves,  what  is 
good  for  us,  and  that  His  choice  is  always  prefer-  . 
able  to  ours.     "  If,'*  continues  he,  "  there  should 
be  a  necessity  of  choosing,  the  greatest  are  the 
best;  and  those  are  dee^iped  the  greatest,  which 
are  most  repugnant  to  our  inclinations,  provided 
they  be  conformable  to  our  vocation ;  for  to  say  it 
once  for  all,  our  choice  spoils  and  impairs  all  our 
actions.     Ah !  Who  will  give  us  the  grace  to  say 
with  that  great  King ;  /  have  chosen  to  he  aUgect    j 
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in  the  house  of  God,  rather  than  to  dwell  in  the 
tabernacled  of  sinners/'  It  is  thus  that  this  great 
master  of  a  spiritual  life^  undermines  the  foun* 
dations  of  self-love^  that  bane  of  Christian  virtue; 
he  vfras  acquainted  with  its  various  forms;  he 
knew  that  it  insinuates  itself  into  concerns^  which 
appear  to  be  of  an  opposite  tendency ;  and  this 
made  him  say,  that  our  own  choice  generally 
spoils  and  impairs  all  our  virtues. 


XIII. 

That  the  love  and  practice  of  humility  are  not  incompatible 
with  a  reasonable  regard  to  reputation* 

Though  humility  obliges  us  to  shun  honours^ 
glory,  praise,  and  in  general  every  thing  whidh 
has  a  tendency  to  flatter  our  inl)orn  pride,  and  to 
give  additional  strength  to  that  canity,  from  which 
no  one  is  wholly  free,  it  however  allows  us,  agree- 
ably to  the  advice  of  the  wise  man,  to  pay  a  ra- 
tional regard  to  our  reputation.  The  reason  which 
the  holy  prelate  assigns  is,  that  though  humility 
does  certainly  not  admit,  that  we  are  possessed  of 
those  eminent  and  distinguished  qualities,  whicH 
confer  commendation  and  throw  a  glory  round  the 
agent,  it  still  is  compatible  with  that  degree  of 
common  probity,  that  share  of  integrity,  which 
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renders  us  irreproacbable  in  the  eyes  of  men. 
'*  Humility/*  says  the  holy  prelate,  "  does  not 
prevent  us  from  recognising  in  ourselves,  and  con- 
sequenUy  from  desiring  reputation.'*  *'  It  is  true," 
continues  he,  ''  that  humility  vi^ould  despise  every 
degree  of  credit,  if  charity  did  not  need  it ;  but 
because  it  is  one  of  the  foundations  of  civil  society, 
and  vi^ithout  it  we  become  not  only  useless,  but 
even  hurtful  to  the  public  by  the  scandal  whiph  is 
given,  charity  requires,  and  humility  admits  the 
demand,  that  Vfe  should  value  it,  and  preserve  it 
as  a  precious  treasure.*'     It  is  not  therefore  to  in- 

• 

dulge  in  self  complacency,  and  to  be  honoured  by 
men,  that  we  should  love  and  preserve  our  reputa- 
tion, but  in  order  to  be  useful  to  our  neighbour, 
and  much  more,  that  God  may  be  glorified. 
Let  men,  says  our  Redeemer,  see  your  good 
workSy  that  they  may  glorify  your  Father  who  is 
in  heaven.  The  holy  prelate  discovers  another 
reason  for  permitting  us  to  cherish  and  preserve 
our  reputation.  He  compares  it  to  the  leaves  of 
the  tiree^  vi^hich  of  their  own  nature  are  not  va^ 
luable,  but  become  necessary  both  to  embellish 
and  preserve  the  tender  fruit.  In  the  same  manner 
reputation  is  but  a  fleeting  object;  but  it  is  ren- 
dered extremely  useful,  not  only  for  the  embellish* 
ment  of  life,  but  for  the  preservation  of  our  vir- 
tues, particularly  of  those,  which  are  yet  tender. 
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and  wliicfa  have  not  attained  their  full  maturity^ 
The  fear  of  losing  the  reputation  which  has  been 
acquired,  renders  us  attentive  to  do  nothing  which 
can  impair  it^  but  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
preserve  and  increase  the  treasure.  It  is  true,  that 
as  we  ought  to  love  virtue,  only  because  it  renders 
us  agreeable  to  God,  who  ought  to  be  the  object 
and  end  of  all  our  actions^  the  Ipve  of  God 
should  ever  prove  a  sufficient  incentive,  to  animate 
us  to  preserve  the  virtues  which  have  been  attained^ 
arid  to  add  to  the  stock ;  but  as  we  are  yet  weak, 
and  need  support,  the  care  of  our  reputation  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  effectual  means,  to 
enable  us  to  persevere  in  the  course  of  virtue. 


But  though  the  holy  prelate  acknowledges,  that 
it  is  lawful  to  cherish  and  preserve  reputation,  he 
forbids  all  excess  of  eagerness  and  delicacy  on  the 
subject.  "  For,"  says  he,  ''  those  who  are  too 
tenderly  delicate  in  the  care  of  their  reputations^ 
resemble  those  persons,  who  perpetually  have  re- 
course to  medicine  in  every  slight  indisposition. 
Such  persons,  anxious  to  preserve  their  health, 
entirely  destroy  it ;  and  those  who  are  exquisitely 
nice  about  reputation,  completely  forfeit  it;  for 
they  become  capricious,  punctilious  and  insup- 
portable; faults,  which  raise  enemies  and  excitie 
calumny.'*  ''  Dissimulation,"  continues  he,  "  and 
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contempt  of  calumny  and  of  injuries,  is  ever  a 
more  effectual  remedy  than  resentment,  quarrels 
and   revenge;    contempt  causes  the  evil  to  dis- 
appear; by  shewing  displeasure,  M^e  seem  to  avow 
it;  *  *  *  *  calumny  injures  those  only  who  are 
discomposed  by  its  venom/'     He  proceeds  to  ob- 
serve, <hat  an  excessive  fear  of  losing  reputation, 
implies  distrust,   with  respect  to  its  foundation, 
which  is  real   probity  and  integrity  of  conduct; 
that  those  who  possess  a  truly  Christian  soul,  usu- 
ally despise  the  sallies  of  injurious  tongues;  bat 
those  who  are  weak,  labour  under  perpetual  em- 
barrassment and  disquietude;  that  he  who  wishes 
to  enjoy  reputation  with  all,  usually  loses  it  with 
many;  and  that  such  persons  deserve  to  forfeit  it, 
who  desire  to  be  honoured  by  characters,  that  are 
infamous  and  sullied  with  crimes.   "  Reputation," 
continues  he,    '^  is  nothing  but  a  signal,  which 
points  to  the  abode  of  virtue;   virtue  ought  there- 
fore oh  all  occasions,    to  have    the  preference. 
For  which  reason, '  if  it  be  said  that  you  are  a  hy- 
pocrite, because  you  pursue  the  path  of  devotion; 
if  you  are  deemed  mean  spirited>  because  you  have 
pardoned  an  fnjury,  pay  no  regard  to  such  deci- 
sions; for  besides  that,  persons  who  reason  in  this 
manner,    are    usually  very  degraded   characters, 
it  would  become  a  duty,  not  to  abandon  virtue, 
nor  leave  its  fair  path,  even  at  the  hazard  of  repu- 
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tation.  The  reason  of  this  is^  that  we  are  to 
prefer  the  fruit  before  the  leaves,  that  is,  spiritual 
blessings  before  exterior  show/'  "  We  must/' 
adds  he^  '^jealously  guard,  but  by  no  means 
idolize  our  reputation  ;  and  as  it  is  a  duty  not  io 
offend  the  eyes  of  the  good,  so  we  are  never  to 
gratiij  the  wishes  of  tlie  wicked." 

But  though  the  holy  prelate  directs  us  not  to 
idolize  our  reputation,  he  however  acknowledges^ 
tliat  we  are  to  make  great  sacrifice  to  preserve  it ; 
that  dangerous  friendships,  suspicious  connexions, 
vain  conversations,  useless  occupations  and  such 
objects  are  to  be  relinquished,  not  only  because 
they  are  hurtful  to  salvation,  but  likewise  because 
thej  might  prove  iiyurious  to  our  reputation^ 
which  is  more  valuable  than  the  vain  satisfaction, 
that  such  useless  pursuits  can  bring.  ''  But,'' 
adds  he,  '^^  if  your  exercises  of  piety,  your  advance- 
ment in  devotion,  your  care  to  pursue  the  road  io 
heaven,  should  excite  murmurs,  complaints  and' 
calumnies,  you  are  to  despise  these  false  judg- 
ments ;  they  may  tarnish  your  credit  for  a  time ; 
but  it  will  soon  revive  with  additional  lustre,  as 
the  vine  which  has  been  pruned,  and  hair  vHiich 
has  been  cut,  soon  appear  more  beautiful,  and 
receive  a  speedy  increase."  He  requires  us  when 
we  are  calumniated,  io  direct  our  eyes  to  Jesus 
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Christy  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith ;  to 
copy  that  invincible  patience^  ^bich  permitted 
Him  not  to  reply  to  the  blasphemies^  and  to  that 
series  of  false  accusations^  with  whicb  His  enemies 
laboured  to  darken  His  character.  '^  Let  us  walk 
on/'  says  be^  '^  in  His  service^  with  confidence 
and  simplicity^  but* likewise  with  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion ;  He  will  be  the  guardian  of  our.  reputa- 
tion ;  and  if  He  permits  it  to  be  taken  away^  it 
will  only  be  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  more 
lasting  credit^  or  of  giving  us  the  advantage  of  a 
holy  humility;  a  slight  particle  of  whicb^  i»  worth 
all  the  honours  of  the  world.  If  we  are  blamed 
unjustly^  let  us  without  bitterness  and  in  the  spirit 
of  peace^  oppose  truth  to  calumny;  if  that  should 
continue,  let  us  still  humble  ourselves.  la  thus 
depositing  our  reputation  in  the  bands  of  God,  we 
shall  preserve  it  more  effectually.  Let  us  serve 
God  in  good  and  bad  farae^  like  St.  Paul,  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  say  with  David:  O  God, 
U  fe  for  you,  that  I  have  been  overwhehned  with 
reproachy  and  that  my  countenance  has  been 
covered  with  confusion," 

The  holy  prelate  however  acknowledges^  that 
Christian  patience  has  its  limits ;  that  it  is  some- 
times lawful  to  repel  calumny,  and  even  to  have 
recourse  to  law  for  the  reparation  of  honour.     He 
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lays  down  too  cases,  in  which  this  may  be  per- 
nutted,  and  he  says,  that  there  are  some  crimes  so 
atrocious  and  so  infamous,  that  no  calumny  in 
those  points  should  be  suffered,  when  a  justifica- 
tion is  practicable.  He  likewise  recognises  the 
principle,  admitted  by  St.  Gregory  the  Great,  that 
humility  is  not  opposed  to  the  rf^hts  of  govern- 
ment; that  we  are  not  so  far  to  pursue  the  ideas 
of  virtue,  as  to  abandon  the  cause  of  others ;  and 
he  declares,  that  there  are  certain  persons,  on 
whose  reputation  the  welfare  of  others  depends ; 
such  are  the  pastors  of  the  Church,  magistrates, 
princes,  and  in  general  all  tho^  who  are  invested 
with  dignity.  ''  In  these  two  cases,"  says  the  holy 
prelate,  ^^it  becomes  a  duty  to  seek  for  reparation 
in  a  peaceable  and  conciliating  manner,  withotit 
passion,  without  any  impetuous  behaviour,  and 
without  losing  peace  of  heart;  and  this,  adds  he, 
is  the  opinion  of  all  Theologians.*'  But  as  the 
Saints  are  invariably  more  indulgent  to  others 
than  to  themselves,  though  the  holy  prelate  was 
by  no  means  disposed  to  neglect  his  reputation, 
though-  he  was  frequently  assailed  in  the  most  in- 
jurious manner,  and  accused  of  crimes  of  the 
worst  description,  sufficient  to  destroy  among  his 
people,  that  authority  which  can  be  supported 
only  by  an  unblemished  reputation,  it  does  not 
appear,  that  he  ever  sought  for  legal  redress,  or 
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that  he  e^er  made  the  smallest  complaint.  His 
custom  on  such  occasions^  was  to  haye  recourse 

m 

to  God^  and  to  tell  Hkn^  thai  He  knew  the  measure 
of  reputation  necessary  for  His  service  and  His 
glory y  and  that  as  to  himself  he  wished  for  no* 
thing  more.  However  this  Saint^  who  so  cherished 
humility^  and  v^ho  had  in  some  measure  carried 
Christian  patience  beyond  the  proper  bounds^ 
having  heard  of  the  attempts  made  to  destroy  bis 
reputation  with  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  and  Nemours, 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  remain  silent ;  he  jus- 
tified his  character  with  all  the  energy  which  bis 
extreme  meekness  would  admit.  He  observed  the 
same  conduct,  when  he  was  charged  before  His 
Holiness  of  neglecting  in  his  diocess  the  progress 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  of  not  taking  sufficient 
precautions  to  prevent  the  circulation  of  heretical 
books. 

It  is  thus  that  Christian  humility,  that  virtue 
so  necessary,  and  which  is  the  foundation  of  all 
others,  precludes  not  a  rational  regard  for  reputa- 
tion, especially  when  the  calumnies  with  which  it 
is  obscured,  tend  to  the  displeasure  of  God  or  the 
scandaLof  our  neighbour^  and  prevent  us  from 
promoting  the  Divine  glory,  and  from  performing 
all  the  services  for  others,  which  charity^  to  which 
every  object  should  yield,  may  appear  to  demand. 
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The  holy  prelate  never  regarded  reputation,  but 
with  reference  to  these  two  objects.  The  Bishop 
of  Bel  ley  relates  on  this  subject,  that  the  holy 
prelate  beings  informed,  that  every  species  of  ca- 
lumny was  circulated  to  his  disadvantage  at  Paris^ 
in  consequence  of  some  advice  which  he  had  given 
to  persons  of  piety,  but  which  affected  the  interests 
of  others,  wrote  immediately  to  his  friend  with 
his  usual  tranquillity  and  indifference;  and  having 
mi^ntioned  this  new  persecution^  he  added  that  he 
hoped^  that  God  would  re-establish  his  credit 
with  additional  lustre^  if  that  should  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  His  service.  ''  Assuredly/'  continued 
he^  '^  1  seek  not  for  reputation,  but  so  far  as  thtft 
purpose  may  demand;  for  provided  God  be 
served^  of  what  concern  is  it  whether  it  be  amidst 
good  or  bad  fame^  the  lustre  or  the  obscurity  of 
reputation."  It  is  related  by  the  same  Bishop^ 
that  being  one  day  engaged  in  conversation  with 
him^  on  the  same  subject^  he  heard  him  utter 
these  remarjiable  words :  ''  What  is  therefore  this 
reputation^  at  whose  shrine  so  many  pay  homage  f 
At  best,  it  is  but  a  dream^  a  shadow^  an  opinion; 
it  is  but  smoke^  it  is  praise  of  which  the  remem« 
brance  ^vanishes  with  the  sound ;  a  species  of  esti- 
mation^  often  so  ill  founded,  that  many  are  filled 
witb  astonishment  to  find  themselves  commended 

VOL.  II.  K    k 
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for  virtues^  at  a  time  when  tbey  know  themselves 
to  be  addicted  to  the  opposite  vices^  and  blamed 
for  defects  to  which  they  are  not  subject.     Those 
who  complain  of  obloquy^  are  extremely  delicate; 
it  is  but  a  little  cross^  arising  from  words^  which 
the  air  carries  away.     This  expression^    he  h<tt 
roused  me,  instead  of^  he  has  used  injurious  Im- 
gjiage,  is  to  me  extremely  disgusting.    *  ♦  *  ♦  * 
A  person  must  have  a  very  nice  ear^  not  to  bear  t 
sounds    a  noise^  which   vanishes  in   air^  and  to 
make  it  a  subject  of  displeasure/'     However  Urn 
same  Bishop^  who  so  highly  commends  the  con- 
tempt of  the  holy  prelate  for  public  esteem^  tc* 
knowledges  th^t  great  regard  should  be  paid  to 
reputation ;  but  he  adds  that  this  should  be  doqe 
more  for  the .  service  of  God^  than  for  our  own   i 
honour^  and  more  to  avoid  scandal^  than  to  ac- 
quire renown.     This  is  the  sentiment  of  all  the  ' 
Saints;  and  it  is  unquestionably  the  safest  rule 
which  can  be  followed  on  a  matter  of  this  im* 
portance. 
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XIV. 

Of  the  love  of  our  neighbour ;  how  much  that  virtue  wom 
conspicuous  in  the  character  of  St,  Francis  of  Sales. 

It  IS  not  possible  tb^t  we  sbouM  love  God  as  we 
ought^  and  fulfil  tbe  greatest  of  all  the  cpromand- 
nients :  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with 
thff  whole '  heart,  with  thy  whole  sovi,  and  with 
thy  whole  mind,  witbout  complying  witb  tbe 
second,  tvhicb  is  like  to  it ;  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself.  For  as  tbe  Apostle  St.  Joba 
says:*  He  that  loveth  not  his  brother  wiu>m  he 
seethy  how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  seeth  not  ? 
Besides  we  cannot  love  God  as  we  ougbt,  with- 
out adopting  His  sentiments^  and  loving  what  He 
loves^  Now  God  has  always  loved  us,  and  loved 
us  first,  even  when  we  were  His  enemies ;  and  at 
a  time  when  all  men  were  involved  in  guilt,  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  there  was  not  even  one 
that  followed  the  right  patb.f  God  so  loved  the 
world,  as  ,to  give  His  only  begotten  Son;  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him,  may  not  perish,  bvi 
have  life  everlasting.  He  hath  blessed  us.  with  all 
spiritual  tlessings;  He  hath  chosen  us  before  the 
~i        ~  '  -        --  '"ii)  . 

*  St.  Jobu.   1.  epist.  c.  4.  v.  ,20      f  ^^-  Joha.  3.  l6. 
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foundation  of  the  worlds  and  hath  predestinated 
us  unto  the  adoption  of  children.  Even  when  we 
were  dead  by  sins^  He  hath  quickened  us  together 
in  Christ,  and  hath  raised  us  up  together,  and 
hath  made  us  sit  together  in  heavenly  places,  in 
Christ  Jesus*  After  so  many  favours,  which  wc 
never  could  have  hoped  to  enjoy,  we  should  be 
guilty  of  the  blackest  ingratitude,  if  we  did  oot 
love  so  good  a  God.  But  can  we  love  Him, 
without  loving  men,  who  are  His  images,  and  the 
price  of  His  blood,  and  whom  He  has  commanded 
us  to  love  as  ourselves  ?  The  obligation  of  loviog 
our  neighbour,  is  then  founded  on  nature,  which 
leads  us  to  love  our  fellow  creatures,  on  the  posi- 
tive command  of  God,  who  ordains  the  pre- 
cept, and  on  the  model  of  Him,  who  has  con- 
descended to  give  us  that  example.  But  we  are 
directed  to  love  him  as  ourselves;  this  is  the  rule 
and  measure  of  our  love.  For  the  same  God  who 
has  graciously  commanded  us  to  love  him,  has 
prescribed  the  measure  in  which  we  are  to  love 
him  as  ourselves.  This  becomes  an  indispensable 
rule.  Now  we  are  not  to  love  ourselves  but  for 
God  and  with  reference;  to  God,  rendering  our- 
selves conformable  to  the  love  which  He  has  for  us^ 
and  desiring  no  other  blessings,  but  such  as  He  is 
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*  £phe«.  c.  1.  V.  V.  3.  4.  5.  et  c.  2.  v.  v.  5.  6. 
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pleased  tq  confer ;  because  in  reality^  there  are  do 
other  true  benefits^  at  least  as  far  as  our  welfare  is 
concerned.  It  is  thus^  that  we  are  to  love  our 
neighbour^  a] ways  in  the  order  of  God^  always: 
with  reference  to  Him  ;  hence  it  follows  that  we 
ought  even  to  be  in  a  disposition  to  sacrifice  to  his 
wantSj  ourselves  and  every  thing  else;  as  the  love, 
which  is  due  to  hira^  should  possess  an  ascendancy 
over  every  other  object,  and  prove  the  iudispen^ 
sable  rule  of  our  duties. 

/ 

This  has  ever  been  invariably  the  doctrine  of 
tbe  holy  prelate;  and  he  avers  that  the  love  of 
our  neighbour  so  essentially  demands  that  we 
should  love  him  in  God,  with  reference  to  God, 
and  for  God,  that  we  can  never  attain  this  truCj^ 
steady  and  effectual  love,  unless  God  be  the  pri- 
mary object.  The  reason  assigned  by  him  is, 
that  all  other  motives  which  might  give  birth  to 
love,  are  not  hufficiently  strong  to  ensure  a  lasting 
affection,  and  can  never  encounter  that  disgust 
and  inconstancy  so  incident  to  the  heart  of  nian. 
Beauty  soon  fades ;  what  charms  us  to-day,  will 
be  found  to  disgust  to-morrow,  either  by  spme 
change,  which  has  jlaken  place  in  the  object,  or 
by  the  unavoidable  vicissitudes  of  our  teiqper. 
All  other  natural  qualities  are  liable  to  the  same 
defect ;  and  though  they  should  appear  always  the 


518  THE    LIFE   OF   ST.    FRANCIS 

same,  yet  when  they  have  lost  the  grace  of  novelty, 
we  become  accustomed  to  them,  and  they  no 
longer  strike  us ;  or  at  least  they  produce  not  an 
impression  suflSciently  powerful  to  stay  the  natural 
inconstancy  of  our  hearts;  or  the  objects  which 
surround  us,  are  in  a  constant  state  of  fltictuiation, 
and  we  inevitably  partake  of  the  change.  Thus, 
whatever  motive  may  prompt .  the  love  of  our 
neighbour,  if  it  be  not  from  God,  and  be  not  cen- 
tered in  Him,  we  shall  never  love  our  neigh- 
bour intensely  and  steadily ;  we  shall  not  love  him 
as  God  ordains,  that  is  as  ourselves.  This  has 
indqced  the  holy  prelate  to  observe,  that  the 
reason  why  friendships,  founded  on  natural  qua- 
lities, are  inferior  to  those  which  have  God  for 
their  motive,  is  clearly,  ^'  that  they  are  not  per- 
manent, because  the  origin  is  so  unsubstantial,  and 
on  the  least  accident,  they  are  succeeded  by  cool- 

• 

ness  and  complete  reserve ;  a  circumstance  which 
cannot  happen  to  those  connexions  which  have 
God  for  their  motive,  because  the  foundation  is 
firm  and  permanent.'^  So  far  then  from  loving 
our  neighbour  less  by  complying  with  this  in- 
junction, than  we  should  by  neglecting  it^  it 
may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  principle,  that 
we  shall  never  love  him  with  a  real  and  perma- 
nent affection,  if  God  be  not  made  the  great  and 
leading  motive  of  our  love. 
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Indeled^  as  the  holy  prelate  again  remarks^  if 
we  were  to  love  any  one  because  he  is  virtuQus^ 
or  friendly  to  us,  what  will  become  of  that  love^ 
if  he  should  cease  to  be  virtuous,  or  to  be  .our 
friend  ?  As  the  foundation  of  our  love  w^uld  thus 
be  destroyed,  how  could  it  any  .longer  subsist  ? 
*'  But,"  continues  he,  ''  he  who  loves  in  God, 
and  in  God  only,  can  never  fear  a  change ;  be- 
<:!ause,  as  God  is  ever  the  same,  an  object  so  per- 
manent cannot  produce  a  variable  effect.  He, 
whom  we  love,  let  us  suppose  becomes  our  enemy, 
be  injures  us,  he  insults  us;  we  shall  however 
love  him  in  God.  *  *  *  *  And  why?  Because 
the  same  God  who  commands  us  to  love  our 
neighbour,  enjoins  us  likewise  to  love  our  ene- 
mies, to  overcome  their  ingratitude  by  our  kind- 
ness, and  to  pray  for  those  who  persecute  us."  It 
is,  certain,  that  nothing  is  more  calculated  to 
destroy  friendship,  than  the  ingratitude  and  the 
unkind  treatment  we  experience  from  thos^  whom 
we  regard  as  our  friends.  This  is  unquestionably 
true  of  human  friendships,  which  have  not  God 
for  their  basis;  nature  and  reason  discover  no 
resource  on  those  occasions ;  but  as  to  the  frieod- 
jships  which  are  founded  on  charity,  and  directed 
to  God  as  their  principle  and  end,  they  remain 
unshaken;  they  subsist  in  defiance  of  the  hatred 
of  thoi^e  whom  we  love,  and  who  should  bear  i|s 
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equal  loFe.     This  is  the  Iotc  of  our  neighbour, 
which  God  ordains,  and  of  which  He  has  griven  us 
the  example ;  no  other  Iotc  has  any  n)erit  in  His 
s^ht.      This  induced  the  holy  prelate  to  say, 
'*  that  there  are  certain   kinds  of  love,    which 
appear  ardent  and  perfect  to  creatures,  but  which 
in  the  sight  of  God  are  inconsiderable  and  of  no 
▼alue,  because  these  friendships  are  not  founded 
on  true  charity,  which  is  God,  but  only  on  cer- 
tain connexions  and  natural  inclinations,  and  on 
human  considerations,  that  are  commendable  and 
pleasing.     On  the  contrary,  there  are  other  friend- 
ships,   which   in  the  eyes  of   the  world,    seem 
trifling,  but  which  before  God,  are  excellent  and 
complete,    because  they  subsist  in  God  and  for 
God,  without  any  mixture  of  interested  motivefi. 
Now  the  acts  of  ^charity  which  we  perform  for 
those  whom  we  Iofc  in  this  manner,  are  infinitely 
more  perfect,  as  they  have  God  for  their  object ; 
but  the  services  and  helps  which  we  display  in 
consequence  of  natural   affection,    possess  much 
less  merit,  on  ^account  of  the  great  complacency 
and  satisfaction,    which  we  feel  in  performing 
them,  and  because  we  usually  act  more  firom  this 
impulse,  thanfrom  the  motive  of  the  love  of  God.|' 

TTiis  doctrine  of  the  holy  prelate,  which  re- 
quires us  to  love  our  neighbour  only  in  God  and 
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for  God,  is  founded  on  the  great  commandment 
of  the  love  of  God.    Ind(^ed  if  we  are  to  love  Him 
with  our  whole  hearty  with  all  our  soul  and  with 
all  our  mind,  what  have  we  left  for  our  neigh- 
bour^ but  that  which  is  performed  in  Him/ and 
for  Him,  and  with  reference  to  Him?  our  love 
ought  not  to  centre  in  the  creature,  but  to  be 
directed  to  God;  and  in  this  case  it  is  not  so 
much  the  creature,  which   is  the  object  of  our 
love  as  God  Himself;  thus  it  is  that  we  love  Him 
with  our  whole  heart.     In  this  manner  did  this  ^ 
holy  prelate  practice  this  great  commandment  { 
and  this  consideration  rendered  him  ko  zealpus 
for    the   salvation   of  souls.    .  The    Mother    de 
Chantal,  in  the  portrait  of  his  interior,  to  be  seen 
in  her  letter  to  the  Reverend  Father  John  of 
St.  Francis,  of  the  congregation  of  the  Feuillans, 
assures  us,    that  when   he  had  to   perform  any 
service  for  his  neighbour,  he  was  indefatigable; 
that  he  never  allowed'  himself  any  repose,  till  he 
had  restored  calm  to  troubled  consciences;  that 
in  her  opinion,  zeal  for  the  good  of  souls  was  the 
prevailing    part  of   the    character    of  the  holy 
Bishop ;  that  she  had  often  seen  him  leave  that 
which  immediately  regarded  God,  to  attend  to 
his  neighbour,  when  the  first  was  not  a  matter  of 
conscientious  obligation ;  then  in  order  to  express 
bow  deeply  the  love  of  his  neighbour  Was  engraven 
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0n  his  hearty 'she  exclaims  in  a  sfi'ain  of  admi- 
ration: ''  Good  God!  what  teodrrness!  what 
meekness!  what  invincible  patience!  what  a  spirit 
of  industrr  did  he  display^  when  his  neighbour 
was  to  be  senred!  He  at  length  sacrificed  bis 
life  to  this  object."  It  bad  ofteti  been  observed 
to  the  holy  prelate^  that  his  continual  fatigues, 
and  the  little  indulgence  with  whkb  he  treated 
himself  woidd  not  fail  to  shorten  his  life.  ''  I  am 
a  Bishop/'  would  he  replj  ;  "  mj  life  does  not 
belong  to  me,  but  to  mj  flock^  or  rather  to  the 
flock  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  He  has  been  pleased 
to  confide  to  mj  rare;  the  good  pastor  ought 
readily  to  sacrifice  his  life  for  his  sheep/'  It  is 
thus  that  tlie  Saints,  less  demoted  to  life^  than 
to  their  duties,  sacrifice  themselves  for  the  saWa* 
tioD  of  their  neighbour ;  charity  cannot  be  carried 
to  a  greater  height,  and  it  may  be  said  ta  be 
complete,  when  it  extinguishes  in  us  the  love 
of  Kfe,  and  the  desire  of  preserving  it. 


XV. 

Of  tk(  cart  of  the  /KH*r-  mf  Atms-derds :    disiimgmished 
«*«\«laicf  aftke  koif  prtimie  km  tUs  pariicmiar. 

Of  all  duties  of  Christian  charitT,    none  are 
MMNTc  furdbiy  pressed  on  our  atlcatioo   io  the 
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Holy  Scripture  than  alms-deeds  Hiid  the  care  of 
the  poor.  It  may  Hkrwise  be  asserted,  that  no 
duty  \9  mote  just  and  rndispeiisable*;  and  that  the 
difference  which  fortune,  or  rather  Providence 
has  placed  between  the  rich  and  the  poof,  pre- 
vents them  not  from  being  brethren.  Nothfng 
can  justify  an  unfeeling  conduct,  or  even  indiff6<> 
rence  towards  the  indigent;  nature,  grace,  tbe 
law  and  the  Gospel,  all  loudly  espouse  their  cause; 
80  that  to  neglect  their  concerns,  is  not  only  op* 
posite  to  Christian  virtue,  but  even  to  tbe  feelings 
of  humanity.  The  tender  r^ard  which  the  holy 
prelate  ever  displayed  for  all  those  comprised 
under  the  denomination  of  our  neighbours,  was 
observed  to  increase,  when  wretchedness  and  po*- 
verty  were  united  to  that  quality,  which  nature 
and  religion  should  render  so  dear ;  and  his  cha- 
rity always  active,  was  never  more  powerfully 
exerted,  than  when  he  had  to  relieve  those  whom 
Providence  appears  to  have  consisi:ned  to  our  care. 
In  the  abridgment  of  his  life,  contained  in  the 
bull  of  his  canonization,  his  exertions  in  favour 
of  the  poor  are  recorded  with  great  applause. 
We  are  there  informed,  that  after  the  example  of 
St.  Gregory  the  Gfeat,  he  carried  always  about 
him  a  list  of  their  names,  that  none  might  be  for- 
gotten ;  that  he  paid  a  particular  attention  to  the 
relief  of  tbe  modest  poor ;  that  in  alleviating  their 
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wants,  lie  was  careful  to  spare  Ihem  any  confu^ 
sion ;  that  he  never  made  them  purchase  a  slender 
succour  at  the  expence  of  overwhelming  sbame^ 
•ometimes  worse  than  poverty  itself ;  that  on  those 
occasions,  he  was  an  enemy  to  noise  and  ostenta- 
tion ;  and  that  he  bestowed  that  in  private^  which 
he  knew  our  heavenly  Father  would  one  day  re- 
store inpublic.     An  exact  observer  of  the  GospeK 
he  sometimes,    for    the   purpose    of   edification^ 
would  not  conceal  his  alms ;  and  on  other  occa- 
sions, «in  order  to  avoid  commendation  and  vain 
glory,  he  retired  from  the  eyes  of  men,  wishing  to 
bave  God  alone  as  his  witness,  whose  glory  was 
the  sole  motive   of  all  his  actions.     This  same 
abridgment  likewise  informs  us,  that  not  having 
sufficient  property  to  supply  his  charities^  he  niade 
considerable  deductions  from  his  own  expences  to 
answer   his  charitable  demands.     Neither   equi- 
pages, nor  valuable  furniture  formed  the  ornaments 
of  his  palace.     The  same  holy  parsimony  was  ob- 
servable in  bis  dress  and  at  his  table.     Frugality^ 
abstemiousness^  even  fasting,  in  a  word  his  ge- 
iieri^l  system  of  saving,  formed  the  surest  supply 
for  bis  charities;  and   this  circumstance  excites 
our  admiration  of  his  charity  and  ardent  zeal  for 
tl^e  poor.     Indeed  it  is  always  a  concern  of  some 
merit,  to  relieve  indigence  from  the  superfluities 
oPan  ample  fortune ;  but  to  abridge  necessary  ex- 
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penceSj  to  fast,  to  forego  the  conveniences  of  life, 
and  to  reduce  ourselves  to  a  state,  of  poverty,  in  or- 
der to  give  alms,  can  proceed  only  from  the  most 
consummate  charity.  Such  was  that  of  the  holy 
prelate.  For  as  it  is  observed  in  the  same  abridg- 
ment, however  frugality  might  have  presidcnl  at 
his  table,  it  Mas  no  sooner  served  up,  than  he 
sent  the  choicest  parts  of  the  repast  to  the  poor. 
Even  his  Chapel  and  pontifical  ornaments,  were 
not  spared  in  a  time  of  signal  distress.  He  hns 
been  known  to  pawn  his  pastoral  ring,  even  to 
strip  himself  of  his  clothes,  to  assist  the  indigent^ 
when  he  had  no  other  means  of  affording  succour. 

But  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  to  give  alms 
in  a  Christian  manner,  it  is  sufficient  tc>  relieve 
the  poor,  without  choice  and  without  discernment. 
Happj/,  says  the  Prophet,  is  the  man  who  uses 
understanding  towards  the  poor.  By  this  discre^ 
tion,  demands,  which  apparently  are  not  so  tir* 
gent,  are  often  preferred  before  claims,  which 
seem  to  require  immediate  relief.  This  entered 
into  the  contemplation  of  the  holy  prelate,  in  pro- 
viding for  young  'girls  in  distress;'  he  saved  their 
reputation*  removed  the  occasion  of  a  great 
number  of  crimes,  and  furnished  manv  children 
with  a  Christian  education ;  many  were  married 
ftt  his  expence.     For  the  same  reason,  when  he 
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saw  any  called  to  a  more  perfect  life^  be  spared 
DO  pains  to  procure  their  admission  into  religious 
bouses.     But  as  the  infirm,    persons  labouring 
under  corporal  defects,  widows  and  aged  womeuj 
could  find  no  bouses  to  receive  them,  be  instituted 
the  pious  Order  of  the  Visitation/  where  persons 
of  all  descriptions  are   received;   in   order  that 
every  want  might  find  an  appropriate  relief.     The 
hospitality,  which  he  practised,  whether  at  borne 
or  even  during  his  absence,  was  derived  from  the 
same  source ;    and  his  charity  on  this  pointy  so 
strongly  recommended   to   Bishops  in  the  Holy 
Scripture  and  Councils,  was  carried  so  far^  that 
when  his  episcopal  palace  proved  insufficient  for 
the  accommodation  of  his  guests,  he  hired  bouses 
in  town  for  the  reception  of  his  company.     It  will 
doubtless  be  a  subject  of  surprise,  that  with  an 
income  extremely  limited,  he  was  enabled  to  meet 
so  many  urgent  demands;  but  our  surprise  in- 
creases, when  we  learn  from  this  abridgment  of 
bis  life,  that  be  did  not  relieve  the  poor  with  a 
close  economy,  but  amply,  and  with  a  species  of 
profusion.     It  is  recorded  on  this  subject,  that  at 
a  time  when  his  diocess  was  reduced  to  great  dis- 
tress by  famine,  he  ordered  a  great  quantity  of 
com  to  be  purcbused^  of  which  he  directed  tbe 
distribution  with  so  much  prudence  and  circuiu- 
4ipeclion^  that  no  .poor  family   was  destitute  of 
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succour;  this  liberaHtj  was  continued  during  the 
period  of  the  famine.     Whether  any  miraculous, 
operation  iook  place  in  this  instance;  whether  the 
Father  of  mer<;ies^  who  daily  muhiplies  with  so 
n^uch  bounty,  the  seed  which  is  entrusted  to  His 
Providence,  gave  an  increase  to  the  grain  in  the 
storehouses  of  the  holy  prelate,  we  shall  not  under- 
take to  decide ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  a  cha-* 
rity  without  limit,  like  that  of  the  holy  prelate,  was 
one  of  the  greatest  miracles  of  grace.     We  may 
likewise  infer  from  this  instance,  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  be  extremely  rich,  in  order  to  bestow 
abundant  alms ;  and  that  the  love  of  the  poor 
always  discovers  great  resources,  when  it  is  eofl-* 
ducted  with  zeal  and  prudence.     It  would  be  an 
endless  task  to  record  all  his  enterprises  in  favour 
of  bis  neighbour  and  of  the  poor  in  particular. 
His  charity  was  extended  without  distinction  to' 
those  of  his  own  diocess,  to  strs^ngers,  to  Catho- 
lics, to  heretics,  and  even  to  the  brute  creation. 
He  could  not  endure  to  see  animals  ill  used  ;  and 
he  was  often  known  to  purchase  them,  in  order  to 
enjoy  the  gratification  of  restoring  them  to  their 
liberty.     These  are  little  incidents;  hut  they  dis- 
cover n  goodness  of  heart,  which   cannot  suffi-^ 
ciently  be  admired.     God,  who  is  styled  by  com- 
mand, the  Most  High,  wishes'  to  be  called  Most 
Good;^   if  the   first  quality   impresses  fear,    the 
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second  excites  love ;  the  dispositions  of  the  heart 
are  not  inferior  to  the  endowments  of  the  under- 
standing ;  but  because  the  hearts  of  men  are  prone 
to  corruption^  they  set  not  that  value  on  goodness^ 
to  which  it  is  entitled. 


XVI. 

Treatment  of  Servants;  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the 
holy  Bishop  on  this  subject.  Remarkable  coi\ferenci 
between  him  and  the  Bishop  of  Belley  on  this  article. 

*  Of  all  those  comprised  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  our  neighbours^  there  are  none  more 
entitled  to  this  appellation  than  servants.  Thej 
live  would  he  say^  under  the  same  roof  with  us ; 
thej  eat  the  same  bread,  they  are  perpetually 
about  our  persons;  accordingly  they  formed  a 
leading  object  of  his  charity.  On  this  subject  he 
use4  to  observe,  that  masters  generally  treated 
them  in  a  manner  altogether  inexcusable,  and 
that  the  savageness  of  their  conduct  had  giveii 
occasion  to  the  known  proverb:  So  many  ser^ 
vantSy  80  many  enemies.  However,  would  be 
remark,  the  Apostle  has  no  hesitation  in  declaring, 
that  he  ^ho  does  not  take  care  of  his  houseiiold, 
is  worse  than  an  infidel,  and  deserves  not  the 
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name  of  a  Christian.  Indeed  infidels  take  care  of 
their  slaves^  for  fear  of  losing  the  valu^  of  their 
pur^hase^  or  the  price  of  their  services.  But 
Christians^  under  Ihe  pretext  that  their  servants 
ar^  at  Hberty  to  leave  them^  pay  no  regard  to 
their  healthy  or  to"  the  circumstances  of  life  and 
death ;  and  many  carry  their  barbarity  so  far  as  to 
dismiss  them^  or  send  them  to  hospitals^  when 
"their  strength  is  exhausted^  or  sickness  has  over^ 

".    taken  them  in  their  service;  a  sin^  adds  he^  that 

If 

^  pries  to  heaven  for  vengeance,  as  much  as  that 
'^  which  is  committed  by  retaining  their  wages. 
The  holy  prelate  therefore  requires^  that  they.be 
treated  with  mildness;  that  all  injurious  language 
towards  them,  blows  and  every  species  of  ill- 
treatment  be  constantly  forborne.  He  does  not 
desire  that  their  faults  should  be  passed  over  with« 
out  correction ;  but  he  insists  that  this  business  be 
performed  with  charity  and  meekness ;  and  that  if 
they  are  corrected  vvhen  they  do  ill,  that  they  re- 
ceive some  recompence  and  some  demonstration 
of  esteem,  when  they  give  satisfaction.  He  adds^ 
th^t  two  things  are  strictly  due  to  servantsf  the 
first  is,  a  promised  recompence,  which  cannot  be 
withheld  without  a  great  crime.  The  other  is  a 
thing  which  costs  little,  but  contributes  more 
than  every  other  contrivance  to  secure  their  attach- 
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ment;  it  consists  in  occasionally  testifying  an  ap- 
probation of  their  services^  in  shewing  a  reliance 
On  their  fidelity  and  affection^  and  in  assurances^ 
that  they  are  regarded  either  as  a  part  of  the 
family^  or  a^  poor  friends/  who  would  be  chefyt*  . 
ftilly  relieved  in  the  hour  of  need.  A  gale  of 
wind,  would  he  exclaim,  acting  upon  the  sails  of 
a  galley,  makes  it  advance  with  greater  speed, 
than  a  hundred  strokes  of  the  oar,  given  by  aU 
the  crew  of  slaves  on  board;  and  a  seasonable 
demonstration  of  kindness,  secures  the  attachment 
of  a  servant^  more  than  the  menaces^  the  strokes, 
and  all  the  severity^  which  is  but  too  frequently 
employed. 

The  Bishop  of  Bel  ley,  who  records  these  senti- 
ments of  the  holy  prelate,  which  are  likewise  his 
own,  adds  that  there  was  never  a  better  master, 
who  took  more  care  of  his  servants,  or. who  was 
more  tenderly  beloved.  His  steward  wais  en- 
trusted with  the  task  of  reproof  and  correction. 
As  to  himself,  in  imitation  of  Sovereigns^  who 
have  under  them  judges  to  enforce  the  law ;  and 
who  reserve  to  them^lves  the  power  of  mitigating 
penalties,  and  of  granting  pardon,  he  treated  his 
domestics  with  kindness,  and  with  that  incom- 
parable meekness,  which  was  alway^t  admired  id 
his  character^  and  which  is  indeed  a  prominent 
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feature  of  true  and  heroic  virtue.  If  be  felt  a  re- 
proof to  be  indispensably  necessary^  be  acquitted 
himself  with  so  much  delicacj  and  precaution, 
that  those  to  whom  he  spoke^  were  sincerely 
ashamed  of  their  faults,  and  never  failed  to  amend 
their  conduct.  For  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that 
meekness  possesses  a  greats  cfaarm,i;ban  is  generally 
imagiaed,  and  that  there  are  but  few  tempers  so 
ungovernable/  as  not  to  yield  to  its  impression. 
It  is  true  be  was  careful  in  his  choice;  and  as  he 
was  gifted  with  a  wonderful  discernment,  be  was 
seldom  deceived  in  the  judgment  which  he  formed 
of  those  whom  he  admitted  to  his  service ;  he  ex- 
amined them  with  care;  but  after  the  first  trial, 
they  found  in  him  a  true  father^  who  lost  no  op- 
portunity of  doing  them  kindness,  and  of  securing 
their  attachment  by  his  benefactions.  To  possi^ 
royal  authority  over  others,  cannot  be  the  lot  of  each 
man  who  covets  it;  there  must  be  a  concurrence 
pf  birth,  of  rights,  of  rank^  and  of  an  elevated 
^tuation^  which  devolves  to  few.  But  there  is  no 
one  who  is  precluded  from  the  advantage  of  reign- 
ing  over  the  hearts  of  others  by  meekness  and 
kindness,  and  of  securing  their  attachment  by 
ties  proportionably  strong,  as  they  are  altogether 
free,  and  unmixed  with  any  -species  of  violence. 
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The  Bishop  of  BelW  relates  on  this  subject^ 
an  instance  of  his  kindness  to  his  servants^  which 
^chibits  his  character  in  colours  too  strong  not  to 
find  a  place  in  this  histoiy.  He  had  a  domestic 
who  had  always  shewn  a  great  attachment  to  him, 
and  whom  he  had  ever  treated  with  peculiar 
regard.  This  man  contracted  an  intimacy  witb 
a  jouhg  girl  residing  in  the  city,  who  was  pos- 
sessed of  sufficient  property  to  make  him  comfort- 
able by  consenting  to  marriage.  But  as  this  pro* 
ject  could  not  b^  completed  without  leaying  so 
good  a  master,  and  he  was  afraid  above  all  things 
of  di<^pleasing  him^  he  was  constrained,  in  order 
to  conceal  his  passion,  to  visit  the  young  woman 
by  night ;  and  as  she  was  much  in  the  countiy, 
be  had  eveiy  day  to  cross  u  river  for  the  purpose, 
oflen  at  the  hazard  of  his  life.  This  connexion 
couldnot  loi^  subsist  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  holy  prelate ;  but  he  vi^as  informed  at  the  same 
time,  that  no  impropriefy  of  conduct  passed 
during  those  nocturnal  visits;  that  a  marriage 
proposed  by  his  servant  to  the  friends  of  the  young 
woman,  was  the  motive  of  the  excursion,  and 
that  it  would  ensure  to  him  a  decent  establisb- 
ment.  The  holy  prelate,  far  from  disapproving 
the  match,  determined  to  support  it  with  all  his 
interest.  He  therefore  spoke  to  him  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  gently  but  kindly  reproached  him  for 
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concealing  the  affair,  and  for  not  knowing  hfs 
master's  inclination  on  all  occasions  to  serve  him ; 
he  then  told  him/  that  he  could  never  disapprove 
that  those  whom  God  called  to  marriage^  should 
engage  in  that  state ;  that  it  was  a  holy  engage- 
ment in  which  many  Christians  had  sanctified 
their  souls ;  that  he  could  have  wished  to  have 
retained  him  longer  in  his  service,  but  that  every 
one  should  follow  the  call  of  God,  and  that  he 
should  nut  diminish  his  regard  for  him^  if  in  the 
new  state  which  he  was  about  to  embrace,  he 
should  keep  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  and 
continue  to  follow  the  Christian  conduct^ which  he 
had  hitherto  shewn.  He  added,  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  ser^e  him  in  this  affair;  and  that  if 
he  had  not  property  enou^  to  succeed,  he  would 
supply  the  deficiency  from  his  own  income.  The 
servant  was  so  enchanted  with  such  unexampled 
kindness^  that  his  affection  for  his  destined  con- 
sort, appeared  likely  to  yield  to  his  regard  for  so 
^ood  a  master.  He  even  made  an  offer  to  think 
no  more  of  the  affair,  and  begged  to  be  allowed 
to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  his  service. 
But  the  holy  prelate,  who  knew  that  the  marriage 
would  be  a  fortune  to  him,  declined  the  proposal. 
He  did  more ;  he  sent  for  the  friends  of  the  young 
woman,  removed  by  his  address,  some  obstacles 
which  obstructed  the  conclusion  of  this  affair. 
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funiisbed  himself  n,  supply  agreeably  to  his  pro- 
mise,  and  brought  the  business  to  a  close^  satis- 
factofy  to  all  parties.  A  master^  who  thus  chooses 
his  sen-ants  with  discerameot,  and  treats  them 
with  kindness,  may  depend  upon  the  sacrifice 
of  their  Utcs^  if  it  should  be  necessaiy  fcv  fait 
senrice. 

The  Bishop  of  Belley  who  relates  this  history, 
adds  that  not  being  possessed  of  the  mildness  of 
character  which  distinguished  the  holy  prdate, 
he  sometimes  found  reason  to  blame  Ae  kindness 
with  which  he  treated  hi&  servants;  and  tiiat  one 
day  he  expiowd  his  sentiments  oo  the  subject,  hf 
citing  the  well  known  proverb :  famUiarity  kreedi 
camempiy  and  cantemja  haired,     ^'  That  is  true/' 
replied  die  holy  prelate ;  '/  but  that  is  to  be  under- 
stood of  low^  coarse  and  indecent  familiari^f,  and 
not  of  that  which  proceeds  from  goodness  of 
heart,  and  pays  a  strict  attention  to  decoruin; 
for  as  it  is  the  offspring  of  the  lore  of  our  neigii- 
hour,  it  most  in  its  turn  necessarily  produce  n^ 
gard.     Now  true  love  is  never  without  esteeiDi 
nor  consequently  without  respect  for  the  persoot 
who  is  loved ;  since  love  is  founded  onlv  on  th^ 
esteem  of  that  which  ire  love.     You  know  th« 
sayii^  of  the  tyrant:  let  them  hate  me,  provide 
they  fetr  me.     I  am  not  of  that  sentiment; 
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would  rather  reverse  the  medal  and  say :  let  them 
despise  me,*  provided  they  love,  me ;  for  if  con- 
tempt produces  love,  love  ^ill  soon  destroy  con- 
tempt and  substitute  respect  in  its  place.     For 
there  is  nothing  wlikb    men   revere  more,    and 
which  they  so  much  fear  to  ofllend,  as  that  object 
which  is  loved  in  truth  and  sincerity  of  heart/' 
This  answer  of  the  holy  prelate,  gave  occasion  to 
the  Bishop  of  Belley  to  tell  him,  that  agreeably 
to  these  maxims,  the  event  would  be  to  leave 
r'  things  to  hazard,  and  consign  the  reins  to  ser- 
vants, since  neither  their  disposition,    nor  their 
inconsiderable  share  of  education  would  prevent 
tbem  from  abusing  the  indulgence  of  their  masters. 
The  holy  prelate,  after  acknowledging  that  faci- 
lity might  be  carried  too  far  by  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion of  bis   sentiments,    added,    "  that  charity, 
which  governs  the  heart  in  regulating  the  general 
assemblage  of  virtue,  knows  how  to  bring  into 
action  discretion,  prudence,  justice,  moderation, 
magnanimity,  so  necessary  for  the  management  of 
servants,  as  much  as  humility  inspires  a  love  of 
our  abjection,   and  patience  leads  .to   Christian 
suffering  and  Christian  meekness."     As  this  last 
virtue  held  the  most   distinguished  place  in  hi9» 
heart,  he  could  not  forbear  the  repeated  mention 
of  ft  in  the  following  words :  "^11  that  I  have  to 
8«y  On  the  subject  of  servants  is,  that  we  ar^  never 
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to  forget  that  they  are  our  neighbours^  poor  and 
humble  brethren^  i;¥hom  we  are  obliged  by  the 
law  of  God^  to  love  as  ourselves."  ''  Now,"  con- 
tinues he,  with  that  admirable  simplicity  never  i^ 
be  sufficiently  admired,  ''  let  us  love  tbem  as  our- 
selves^ those  dear  neighbours  who  closely  su^ 
round  us,  who  live  under  the  same  roof,  and 
subsist  on  our  property;  let  us  treat  thetn  as  our- 
selves, or  as  we  should  wish  ix^  be  treated,  if  we 
were  placed  in -their  situation/'  This  is  unques- 
tionably the  safest  rule  that  can  be  followed  with 
respect  to  our  neighbour  and  particularly  our  ser- 
vants ;  but  we  must  remember,  that  whatever  may 
be  su^ested  by  goodness  of  heart  in  their  favour, 
ipust,  agreeably  to  the  holy  prelate,  be  invariably 
under  the  influence  of  discretion,  prudence,  mo- 
deration^ and  justice. 


XVIl. 

Of  Christian  friendship;  of  the  choice  of  friends;  senti- 

p    ments  and  conduct  of  the  holy  Bishop  with  respect  to  his 

friends;  that  private  friendships  are  not  suitabie  to  per- 

kOHS  who  live  in  religious  communities  and  to  clergymen; 

inconveniences  from  such  connections. 

Besides  the  love  and  the  general  obarity  which 
is  indispensably  due  to  all  those  .comprised  under 
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the  denomination  of  our  neighbour^  it  is  in  our 
power,  and  according  -to  the  holy  prelate,  it  be- 
comes a  duty  to  form  particular  connexions  with 
a  8mall  number  of  virtuous  and  select  persons,  to 
whom  we  are  to  give  our  confidence,  open  our 
heart,  and  on  whom   we  may  ilepend  in  many 
concerns,  which  prudence  does  not  permit  us  to 
entrust  to  all  those,  whom  charity  obliges  liis  to 
love  as  ourselves.     In  fact  friendship,  that  pleas- 
ing connexion,  which  may  be  called  the  seasoning 
of  every  blessing,  and  the  alleviation  of  every  evil, 
never  found  a  more  feeling  heart.     Barbarians  in 
this  respect  discover  the  same  taste  as  civilized 
nations;  and  no  breast  is  so  devoid  of  feeling,  a^ 
not  to  indulge  in  the  natural  propensity  of  forming 
a  union  with  some  person  of  similar  dispositions, 
and  of  pouring  into  the  heart  of  a  friend,  what 
must   be  concealed  from   the   rest  of  mankind. 
But  the  more  congenial  this  inclination  is  to  the 
heart  of  man,  the  greater  care  is  necessary  not  to 
be  deceived  in  the  choice  of  friends.     One  of  the 
greatest  faults  which  can  be  committed  in  social 
life,  is  a  mistake  of  this  nature;  yet  nothing  is 
more  diflScult  than  to  avoid  it,  and  to  distinguish 
the  flatterer  from  the  friend.     Apparently  the  re- 
semblance is  very  striking,  though  the  qualities 
of  each  are  perfectly  opposite.     Hence  arise  those 
dangerous^  mistakes,*  which  are  but  with  extreme 
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difficulty  avoided^  even  by  persons  more  en- 
lightened than  tbe  genera}  mass  of  roankinc^^ 
more  i^ttentive  to  discern  appearance  from  reality, 
and  less  exposed  to  error  and  imposture.  Thus 
tbe  Holy  Scripture;  after  commending  friendship 
in  these  words>  a  faUhful  friend  is  a  strong  pnh 
tection,  and  he  who  has  found  him,  has^ found  a 
treasure,  he  is  the  remedy  of  life  and  immor^ 
idUty;  immediately  adds^  that  he  is  a  present  from 
heaven^  and  those  only  who  fear  God^  are  so 
happy  as  not  to  be  deceived. 

*  St.  Francis  of  Sales  baring  to  speak  on  the 
subject  of  Christian  friendship,  for  he  recognises^ 
no  other  species^  first  with  St.  Thomas  lays  down 
the  principle,  that  friendship  is  a  virtue.  He 
likewise  presupposes  with  the  same  Doctor,  that 
perfect  friendship  cannot  be  extended  to  many  ' 
persons;  and  he  adds,  that  perfection  does  not 
consist  in  having  no  particular  friendships,  but  in 
having  those  only  which  are  good,  holy  and 
sacred.  He  proves  this  maxim  by  the  example  of 
^St.  P^ver  and  St.  Paul,  oS  St.  Basil  and  St.  Gre- 
gory Nazianzen,  and  of  many  other  Saints.  At 
length  he  establishes  it  by  that  of  Christ  Himself, 
who  calls  Lazarus  His  friend,  and  of  whom  the 

•^    *  ■■         ■     ■  ■  I         ■  ,1  I     I      ■      ■     ■     ■        »^i— — ^ 
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Gospel  relates,  that  He  had  a  particular  friendship 
for  St.  John,  and  for  the  holy  sisters  Martha  and 
Mary  Magdalen.  But  as  the  holy  prelate  gives 
the  example  of  Christ,  to  prove  the  laiwfulness 
of  having  private  friends,  he*  requires  that  our 
Redeemer  should  be  our  model,  and  that  wt 
should  love  oi^r  friends  as  He  loved  His.  '*  Con- 
tract no  friendship/'  says  he,  /'^but  with  those* 
i^ho  can  communicate  Vfiih  you  on  virtuous  sub* 
jects,  and  the  more  necessary  the  virtues  are, 
which  you  shall  establish  by  yotir  ^connexion,  the 
tnore  perfect  will  be  your  friendship  If  your 
conversation  relates  to  science,  your  friendship 
is  certainly  very  commendable ;  it  will  still  become 
more  so,  if  by  your  mutual  communications  you 
lead  each  other  to  virtue.  But  if  your  reciprocal 
conversation  is  directed  to  devotion  and  Christian 
'  perfection.  Good  God  !  how  precious  will  your 
friendship  become!  It  will  be  excellent,  because 
it  comes  from  God ;  excellent,  because  it  tends 
to  God  ;  excellent,  because  it  will  remain  eter- 
nally in  God.  O  how  good  it  is  to  love  upon 
earth,  as  the  Saints  love  in  heaven,  and  to  learn  j* 
to  love  in  this  world,  as  we  shall  mutually  love  in 
the  other!  I  speak  not  here  of  the  love  of  simple 
charity;  for  this  we  must  have  for  all  mankind; 
but  I  speak  of  spiritual  friendship,  by  which  two 
or  three  or  more  souls  communicate  their  devo* 
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fioDs,  their  spiritual  affecticms^  and  render  them- 
selves but  one  spirit."  True  friendship^  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  holy  prelate^  can  be  found  only  in  the 
society  of  virtuous  persons.  It  nsust  have  virtue 
for  its  foundation,  and  God  for  its  end ;  it  would 
be  a  discredit  to  it  to  believe,  that  it  is  to  be  met 
with  among  the  wicked.  Their  criminal  con- 
nexions are  not  entitled  to  so  noble  a  name ;  a 
share  at  least  of  uprightness,  of  good  faith,  of 
disinterestedness^  of  fidelity  and  constancy  roust 
enter  into  the  composition  of  a  friend.  These 
qualities  cannot  be  found  among  the  wicked. 
But  spiritual  friendships  have  besides  another  ad- 
vantage over    human  affections,    v?hich.are  not 

• 

founded  on  virtue ;  they  are  in  some  measure  un- 
shaken^ and  remain  at  least  for  a  greater  length 
of  time.  For  as  St.  Gr^ory  Nazianzen  observes, 
''  those  friendships  which  relate  only  to  the  body, 
are  fleeting  and  perishable  like  their  object;  they 
are  like  the  flowers  of  springs  which  bloom  but 
shortly  to  fade ;  and  as  the  flame  is  extinguished 
when  the  fuel  is  withdrawn,  so  corporal  aflSsction 
«  disappears,  when  the  beauty  to  which  it  owes  its 
birth,^  is  eflaced  by  the  hand  of  time.  But  chaste 
friendship,  and  those  affections,  which  are  ac- 
cording to  Crod,  are  proportionably  more  durable, 
as  the  principle  on  which  they  are  built,  is  firm 
and  substantial ;  and  the  more  they  resemble  the 
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excellence  of  increated  beauty,  the  more  closely 
are  they  cemented  by  the  tie  of  Divine  love,  by 
vdiich  they  are  inflamed/"  The  holy  prelate  re-  . 
cognises  with  St.  Gregory  Nazianzen,  the  same 
advantages  in  spiritual  and  virtuous  friendships, 
over  affections  which  are  merely  human.  '^  It  ap- 
pears to  me/'  says  he,  ''  that  all  other  friendships 
are  shadows  only  in  comparison  of  these  spiritual 
connexions ;  and  that  their  ties  ar«  but  chains  of 
glass  in  comparison  of  the  great  band  of  holy  de* 
votion  which  exists  In  friendships  of  this  nature." 
He  exhorts  us  to  form  no  others ;  but  he  directs 
us  not  to  relinquish  nor  despise  these  friendships, 
w4iich  nature  and  duty  both  lead  us  to  entertain 
towards  relations,  kindred,  benefactors,  neigh- 
bours and  others  of  the  same  description.  ^^  I 
speak,"  says  he,  '^  of  friendships,  which  you  choose 
yourself/'  There  is  another  advantage  in  virtuous 
friendships,  that  they  are  compatible  with  every 
duty.  We  may  prove  ourselves  amidst  them 
good  citizens,  good  relatives,  good  Christians, 
good  subjects;  society,  the  state,  religion,  may 
derive  benefit  from  such  connexions.  On  th« 
contrary,  friendships,  which  are  not  founded  on 
virtue,  have  often  proved  injurious  to  families,  to 
religion,  to  the  state,  and  to  the  parties  concerned. 
It  is  therefore  an  indisputable  truth,  that  virtuous 
friendship  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  human 
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beiug8  both  with  reference  to  time  and  eternity; 
and  this  consideration  induced  the  holy  prelate  to 
bestow  on  it  such  distinguished  commendations^ 
and  to  advise  its  cultivation  even  among  those^ 
who  aspire  to  the  greatest  perfection.  ^^  Manj 
will  tell  you/'  says  he^  ^'  that  you  are  to  form  oo 
sort  of  private  alSection  or  friendship,  as  sucb 
objects  engross  the  hearty  employ  the  mtnd^  and 
give  birth  to  •  jealousy.  But  they  are  deceived 
in  their  advice.'' 

He  however  acknowledges^  that  particular 
friendships^  so  useful  in  social  life^  are  aot  proper 
in  religious  commupities^  that  are  well  r^ulated; 
and  the  reason  alleged  by  him  is,  that  they  usu- 
ally produce  partialities.  He  adds^  ^^  that  as 
those  who  are  walking  on  even  ground^  are  not 
under  the  necessity  of  giving  to  each  other  a  help- 
ing band;  but  that  those  who  are  travelling  by 
difficult  and  slippery  roads,  afford  mutual  security 
by  holding  together ;  so  those  who  live  in  reli- 

*  gious  houses^    stand-  not  in  need  of  particular 

#  friendships;  but  pei*sons  engaged  in  the  world, 
require  such  a  support,  and  such  a  mutual  bdp  in 
their  difficult  passage  through  life."  He  produces 
another  reason^  when  he  observes,  ^'  that  in  the 
world  all  do  not  pursue  jointly  the  same^nd  like 
religious  commupitieft;  aU  are  uot  animated  with 
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the  same  spirit ;  it  then  becomes  necessary  to  be 
more  private,  and  to  contract  friendships  agree- 
ably to  our  views ;  and  this  peculiar  conduct  cre- 
ates undoubtedly  a  holy  partiality,  which  produces 
no  other  division  but  that  of  good  and  €vil^  of  the 
bee  and  the  drone."  With  the  exception  of  reli- 
gious comiYiunities,  the  holy  prelate  approves  the  . 
use  of  friendship  in  every  other  situation  of  life. 
But  he  not  only  approved  it  by  has  precepts ;  he 
sanctioned  it  by  his  example.  Though  he  loved 
all  mankind  with  a  cordiality  which  has  but  few 
examples,  he  did  not  contract  friendship  with  fa- 
cility; he  selected  his  friends;  but  when  once  he 
bad  judged  them  worthy  of  his  regard  and  con- 
fidence^ he  fulfilled  all  the  duties  of  friendship 
"With  the  most  scrupulous  exactness.  The  good- 
ness of  his  heart,  his  mildness,  and  the  other  emi^ 
nent  qualities  which  shone  in  his  character,  not* 
V^ithstanding  his  profound  humility,  procured  him 
a  great  number  of  friends  at  Rome,  at  Paris^  at 
the  court  of  France^  in  Savoy^  and  even  in  places 
through  which  he  had  but '  travelled.  This  ap«  * 
pears  from  his  letters,  in  reading  which  we  mtff  « 
remark,  how  much  he  was  attached  to  the  calls 
of  friendship,  and  how  tenderly  he  loved  his 
friends.  However  as  it  was  not  possible^  that  he 
should  discover  for  ail  an  equal  share  of  regard,  it 
may  be  pronounced^  that  the  personi  the  dearest  \ 
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.  to  his  hearty  were  John  Peter  Camus  the  Bishop 
of  Belley,  Des  Hayes,  the  Mother  de  Chantal^ 
and  his  sister-in-law  the  Baroness  of  Tborens. 
They  were  all  persons  distinguished  by  their  vir- 
tue; the  leading  quality  he  sought  in  his  friends. 
The  death  of  the  Baroness,  of  Thorens,  will  fur- 
nish an  occasion  of  recording  an  instande  of  the 
tender  regard  which  he  betrayed  for  those,  with 
whom  God  had  united  him  by  the  bands  of  holj 
friendship.  -  . 

This  lady  was  the  daughter  accorduig  to  the 
flesh,  and  more  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Mother  de  Chantal ;  and  she  had  been  married  at 
a  very,  early  age  to  the  Baron  of  Thorens,  brother 
of  the  holy  prelate.  As  he  was  a  Colonel  of  ca* 
valry,  he  received  orders  from  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
to  conduct  his  regiment  to  Piedmont.  Some  time 
after  he  was  seized  with  an  illness,  which  hurried 
him  to  his  grave.  The  young  widow,  who  at 
that  time  was  vnth  her  mother,  remained  incon- 

*  solable  at  the  loss.  «  The  holy  prelate  and  the  . 

«  Mother  de  Chantal,  who  felt  the  loss  with  the 
most  exquisite  sensibility,  spared  no  pains  to  en- 
able  her  to  support  it  with  resignation  to  the  will 
of  God.  Notwithstanding  her  own  efforts  to 
overcome  her  grief,  she  sunk  under  the  burden ; 

^  at  the  end  of  five  months,  she  e>Lperienced  a  pre- 
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mature  delivery;  her  sufferings  lasted  but  twenty- 
four  hours.  During  the  last  six^  amidst  the  most 
excruciating  pains^  she  made  her  confession^  re- 
ceived the  holy  communion^  took  the  habit  of  a 
novice^  made  her  profession^  received  the  extreme- 
unction^  and  all  this  with  so  much  piety,  with 
such  lively  and  moving  acts  of  faith^  of  the  love 
of  God^  of  resignation^  of  patience^  that  the  holy 
prelate^  who  never  left  her,  was  deeply  impressed 
with  grief  and  admiration.  At  length  before  she 
expired,  she  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  her  infant 
child  baptized ;  and  as  if  she  had  no  other  wish 
to  form>  she  departed  in  the  arms  of  her  boly 
mother  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  The  holy  prelate, 
who  had  remained  with  her  to  the  last,  had  the 
resolution  to  close  her  eyes,  and  to  perform  the 
last  melancholy  duties.  But  after  having  per- 
formed what  be  considered  due  to  his  ministry, 
he  thought  he  might  pay  what  he  owed  to  the 
friendship  of  a  person  so  near,  so  holy  and  so  ac- 
complished. Accordin^y^i^ilter  the  funeral  was 
over,  he^^eparted  to  8#(ll^''^n8olation  from  the 
Bishop  of  Belley.     His  attendants  surprised  to  see 

him  abandon  the  Mother  de  Chantal  in  so  dis- 

•«.  .• 

tressirig  a  situatiobr,  represented  to  him  the  neces- 
sity of  affording  her  consolation.  ''  You  do  little 
justice  to  my  affliction,"  replied  the  holy  prelate^ 

VOL.  II.  Mm 
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^'  to  suppose  her  more  distr^sed  than   myseif; 
I  am  acquainted  with  the  force  of  her  mind  and 
the  weakness  of  my  own.     How  can  1  furnish 
her  with  consolation,  who  stand  in  more  need  ai 
it  myself  ?   Be  not  dissatisfied^  if  I  seek  it^  where    ; 
J  think  it  is  to  be  found.'*  Ttie  Bishop  of  Bellej,    ^ 
who  gives  this  account^  continues  it  in  the  fol-    j 
lowing  terms  :  ''  he  accordingly  came  to  piy  me  a    i 
visits  and  related '  to  me  the  history  of  this  edi- 
fying deaths   preceded  by  so  pious  a  life^  with 
such  sensibility^  that  I  could  scarcely  refrain  from 
melting  into  tears.     Let  it  not  be  hence  supposed, 
that  his  piety  was  marked  by  a  meanness  >of'if)ifit 
or  any  degree  of  wisakuess.     Devotion  is  by  no 
means  a  virtue  of  a  savage,  senseless^  unfeeling, 
unnatural  complexion.  That  stoical  apatiiy^  wkkh 
some  of  the  ancients  erroneously  endeavoured  to 
introduce  into  the  Christian  religion,  u  has  been 
rejected  by  the  Church,  which  is  ever  animated 
with  that  spirit,  that  iiidujced  St.  Paul  to  say :  be- 
wail the  dead  with  moderation,  but  not  like  those 
who  have  no  hope ;  the  Church  permits  us  to 
entertain  a  tender  feeling  on  the  loss  of  persois 
who  are  dear  to  us.''     It  is  thus  tfaat  Ibis  great 
Bishop  justifies  the  tears  which  friendship  drew 
from  the  holy  prelate ;  and  he  adds  in  the  same 
passage^  that  we  are  not  to  be  surprised  at  the 
sensibility  shewn  by  the  Saints  since  the  friend- 
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ship  which  our  Redeemer  had  for  Lazarus^  en- 
gaged Him  to  deplore  his  deaths  though  He  knew 
that  He  was  able^  and  was  about  to  raise  him  to 
life. 

He  afterwards  relates^  that  having  lost  hy 
death  a  great  friend^  who  was  a  person  of  eminent 
yirtue^  he  received  a  visit  from  the  holy  prelate^ 
who  had  been  apprised  of  his.  extreme  €^ffliction. 
/^  He  gave  me,"  says  be,  ^^  the  greatest  comfort, 
.,  and  discovered,  much  satisfkctipn,  t)iat  {  be- 
trayed the  feelings  of  a  father,  and  that  I  expe- 
rienced a  real  tenderness  for  the  flock,  which 
God  had  confided  to-  my  care;  and  aa  I  charg^ 
myself  with  weakness  on  that  accounty  he  replied ; 
nature  is  infirm,  but  be  assured^  that  (he  sensir 
bility  which  we  feel  for  our  friends,  proceeds 
from  strength  of  mind;  when  I  speak  of  strength 
of  mind,  I  mean  the  strength  of  ho)y  affection 
nvhich  comes  from  the  spirit  of  God  :*'  ''  continue 
then,*'  added  he,  '^  to  be  weak  in  the  sense  which 
the  Apostle  conveys  in  these  words,  vMo  is  ir^firnh 
but  I  am  infirm  too  ?  and  again  in  another  place^ 
I  wilt  glory  in  my  itifirmities,  that  the  virtue  of 
Christ  may  ^weU  in  me.  And  what  is  this  lovely  , 
virtue  of  Christy  but  compassiou  and  mercy.'' 
In  this  manner  did  the  holy  prelate  justify  not 

urns 
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only  friendship  itself^  but  all  that  tender  regard 
which  it  leads  us  to  entertain  for  oiir  friends. 
But  he  did  not  confine  his  care  to  this  only ;  bis 
friendship  was  not  only  tender^  but  discovered 
itself  by  its  practical  effects ;  he  spared  neither 
inoney^  attention^  nor  influence^  when  he  had  to 
serve  his  friends.  He  made  their  interest  bis 
own ;  he  shared  in  their  distress  as  well  as  in  their 
good  fortune;  and  as  prosperity  did  not  form  the 
tie  by  which  he  was  united  to  them^  adversity 
could  never  dissolve  the  connexion.  Always 
steady,  always  even^  he  loved  in  his  friends  those 
qualities  only  which  God  alone  can  give^  and 
fortune  can  never  take  away.  But  whatever 
regard  he  conceived  for  his  friends^  he  never 
loved  them  but  according  to  the  order  of  God, 
always  ready  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  them  to  His 
will,  and  to  endure  the  final  separation  from 
them,  when  His  supreme  orders,  to  which  all 
things  must  yield,  demanded  such  a  sacrifice. 
He  loved  his  friends  for  God,  but  less  than  God; 
equally  remote  from  those  extremes,  by  which  we 
either  love  nothing,  or  we  love  too  much  those 
objects,  which  are  to  be  loved  with  discretion, 
and  in  a  manner  subordinate  to  our  duty  to  God. 
Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  % 
whole  heart,  with  thy  whole  soul,  and  with  % 
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whole  mind.  This  is  the  rule^  to  \¥hich' every 
thing  must  bend^  and  with  which  we  are  indis- 
pensably to  comply. 


XVIII, 

Qf  sincerity  and  uprightness  of  heart ;    how   much   they 
formed  a  prominent  parj  of  his  character.    His  senti" 
ments  on  lies  and  equivocation.     Rules  replete  withpru^ 
dencefor  conversation* 

The  Bishop  of  Belley^  the  best  witness  that  can 
be  produced  of  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the 
holy  prelate^  because  fVom  his  very  strict  intimacy 
with  him^  he  was  better  acquainted  with  his  cha- 
racter than  any  other  person/  this  venerable 
Bishop  relates^  that  being  one  day  engaged  in 
conversation  with  him^  he  could  not  refrain  fVom 
expressing  his  astonishment^  that  Charles  Emma- 
nuel, the  Duke  of  Savoy,  that  Prince  so  well 
versed  in  political  knowledge,  did  not  em- 
ploy him  in  state  concerns,  and  particularly  in 
conducting  negotiations:  "  For,''  added  he, 
''  besides  the  advantages  of  your  prudence,  which 
is  unknown  to  yourself  alone,  your  address,  your 
mildness,  and  your  patience  in  n^otiatlons,  the 
jreputation  of  your  probity  and  piety,  are  so  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  that  before  you  would  ever 
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'  open  your  lips  on  any  business^  it  would  be  said : 
whatever  you  shall  determine^  we  are  resolved  to 
adopt.  An  affair  must.be  very  desperate  indeed, 
if  it  failed  in  your  hands;  I  think  you  would 
almost  surmount  impossibilities.''  The  holy  pre- 
late^  who  was  not  fond  of  commendation^  and 
who  was  far  from  entertaining  that  opinion  of 
himself^  which  his  friend  had  expressed,  testified 
bis  surprise  that  his  character  was  so  little  knowo 
to  the  Bishop.  He  applauded  in  significant  terms 
the  conduct  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy  in  the  choice  of 
bis  ministers,  and  contended,  that  it  was  an  effect 

~  of  his  discernment  and  of  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  talents  of  his  subjects,  that  be  never  applied 
to  him  for  counsel.  "  For,"  added  he  in  very 
intelligible  language,  ^^  independently  that  I  differ 
from  you  in  the  opinion  which  you  are  pleased  to 
form  of  my  address  atod  prudence  in  the  manage- 
ment of  political  transactions,  when  even  the  bare 
mention  of  prudence,  of  business,  of  policy,  gives 
me  alarm,  and  I  claim  so  little  in  that  matter, 
that  it  amounts  to  nothing ;  I  will  give  you  a 
hint,  but  the  secret  hint  of  a  friend^  dropped  into 
the  ear,  or  rather  addressed  to  the  heart  of  bis 
friend ;  to  speak  my  mind  openly,  I  am  unskilled 
in  the  art  of  lymg  and  dissiniulation ;  I  cai^not 
fbigH  with  any  address.  This  is  the  grand  secret 
in  the  conduct  of  political  transactions ;  it  is  the 
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art  of  arts  in  the  concerns  of  human  prudence^ 
andof  civil  policy."  "  Now/' added  he,  '*  I  would 
not  be  the  bearer  of  a  false  dispatch,  for  all  the 
dominions  of  Savoy,  of  France,  and  of  the  wtole 
empire;  I  proceed  in  the  ancient  Gallic  style, 
with  uprightness  and  simplicity.  What  I  have 
on  my  lips,  is  precisely  what  exists  in  my  thoughts; 
I  am  unable  to  speak,  as  the  prophet  says,  in  a 
heart  and  a  heart;  I  hate  duplicity  like  death, 
knowing  that  God  holds  the  deceitful  man  as  an 
abomination.  Few  people  know  me,  who  do  not 
recognise  these  traits  in  my  character.  For  this 
reason  it  h  very,  prudently  imagined,  that  I  am 
not  qualified  for  an  employment,  in  which  in  the 
usual  way  peace  is  held  forth  to  a  neighbour, 
against  whom  hostility  is  designed  in  the  heart 
Add  to  this,  that  I  have  always  idolized  as  a 
heavenly,  sovereign  and  divine  maxim,  that  ad- 
vice of  the  Apostle ;  that  he  who  is  dedicated  to 
God,  ought  not  to  be  engaged  in  temporal  con- 
cerns." 

It  is  thus  that  the  holy  prelate  exhibited  a  por^- 
trait  of  his  own  heart,  with  a  frankness  and  sim- 
plicity, which  can  never  be  sufficiently  admired. 
It  cannot  be  asserted,  that  he  was  little  qualified 
for  the  management  of  business,  as  he  represents 
himself  in  the  passage  here  inserted;  it  has  been 
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recorded  in  his  life^  ^itb  what  success  he  acquit* ' 
ted  himself  in  various  concecns^  when  the  cause 
of  God  demanded  his  application.     But  his  un- 
dertakings were  always  pursued  with  that  inflex* 
ible  uprightness,    which  distinguished  his  cba-r 
racter ;  he  had  received  from  nature  an  ezceUent 
understanding,  a  great  .fund  of  sense,  mild  and 
insinuating' manners,  a  d^ree  of  patience  equal 
to  any  adverse  events;  practice  and  experience 
had  matured  his  natural  qualities ;  he  was  learned, 
graceful  in  person;    in  a  word,    nothing    was 
wanting  to  raise  him  to  the  highest  employments^ 
and  to  enable  him  to  sustain  them  with  honour. 
The  Bishop  of  Belley  knew  him  better  than  be 
imagined,  when  he  judged  him  capable  of  filling 
tiie  first  dignities  of  the  state.     The  same  judg- 
ment was  formed  at  Rome,  when  it  was  proposed 
to  make  him  a  Cardinal.     The  court  of  France 
entertained  tiie  same  opinion,  when  he  received 
the  ofier  of  the  Archbishopric  of  Paris.     But  the 
corruption  of  the  times  in  which  he  lived,  his  up- 
rightness,   his  humility,    his    attachment  to  the 
functions  of  his  ministry,  did  not  permit  him  to 
display  his  acquirements ;  they  were  however  dis- 
covered in  defiance  of  his  attempts  to  conceal 
them,  and  soon  were  they  withdrawn  from  no- 
tice ;  his  profound  humility  hid  them   coostantlj 
from  others  and  often  from  himself.     As  to  the 
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terrors  which  he  represeots  himself  to  hare  felt  at 
the  bare  mention  of  prudence,  this  proceeded 
fi-<Hn  the  little  esteem  which  he  conceived  for  na- 
tural and  acquired  qoalities,  from  his  conTJction 
that  God  governs  all  things^  and  that  it  becomes 
necessary  to  relj  oo  Him  alone^  and  from  his  per- 
fect and  continual  submisBion  to  the  <iffders  of 
divine  Plnnridence.  "  He  often  told  us/'  sars  tlie 
Mother  de  Chantal,  ''  that  if  he  had  to  paas 
tfaroi^  Kfe  agaio^  he  would  lia?edci]Hsed  hnnaa 
prudeaee  nMire  than  em,  in  older  to  subnut 
bimseif,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  reaaos,  to  tiie 
^vidaaee  of  divine  Phmdence.**  He  conducted 
to  this  spirit  of  abandonment  all  those  souls,  wbons 
he  directed,  as  he  thooefat  it  the  surest  road  to 
pqfection.  But  this  ahandoomeot,  this  ImiiMe- 
rcnoe  of  which  he  to  ofttpn  spoke,  regardtd  oehr 
the  events  of  this  life,  ssnoe  human  prudeate,  to 
which  it  is  opposed,  cxtoMb  no  Cutiier. 


*  A  prelate  poswswd  rif  so 
ispi  ightnesi,  nalundiv  UwmtA  to  the 
the  aouls  that  were  nndrr  bit 
bibcd  his  senfimeirts.   "  Let 
'   ttn  he,  ^  be  mM 
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and  artifice.  Though  it  is  assuredly  not  proper 
to  reveal  every  sort  of  truth,  we  are  to  say  nothing 
contrary  to  truth :  never  tell  a  lie,  either  to  excuse 
yourself,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  *  *  *  A  true 
excuse  is  always  more  handsome  and  more  efiec- 
tual  than  falsehcxKl."  The  holy  prelate  therefore 
'  maintains,  that  artifices  are  dangerous  and  to  be 
avoided ;  '^  for,"  continues  he,  ^'  as  the  sacred 
toripture  declares,  the  Divine  spirit  does  not 
dwell  in  a  double  mind.  Of  whatever  nature  ar- 
tifice may  be,  it  never  equals  Christian  simplicity; 
the  prudence  of  the  world  and  the  artifices  of  the 
flesh  belong  to  the  votaries  of  the  world;  but  the 
children  of  God  seek  neither  windings^  nor 
Inrfc  ii^-holes ;  their  hearts  are  without  any  secret 
recesses;  ''and  he  who  walks  with  simplicity," 
lavs  the  wise  man,  ''  walks  with  confidence."  He 
adds,  that  one  of  the  great  ornaments  €»f  a  Chris- 
tiamlife,  is  to  be  found  in  accuracy  and  simplicity 
of  language,  and  on  this  subject^  he  refers  to  the 
sentiment  of  the  prophet :  /  hmx  said,  I  will  lake 
care  of  my  icays,  thai  I  sin  not  icith  my  tongue: 
and  again.  Lord  place  a  guard  before  my  mouth, 
and  a  door  to  sui^roand  my  lips.  It  is  a  serious 
truth,  that,  as  by  the  tongue  the  greatest  number 
of  faults  is  committed,  too  much  attention  cannot 
be.  bestowed  on  the  regulation  of  this  little  member. 
The  holy  prelate  records  on  this  topic,  the  seeti- 
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ment  of  St.  Lewis.  This  great  Prince  used  to 
say^  that  the  nieand  of  avoiding  the  disputes  sa 
common  in  conversation,  was  never  to  contr'adict 
any  one,  except  silence  and  complaisance  might 
prove  hurtful  or  criiniual ;  for  under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  is  not  lawful  to  be  silent,  particu- 
larly for  persons  invested  with  authority  ;  that  oo 
such  occasions  mildness  and  address  are  to  be 
employed,  without  offisring  any  d^ree  of  violence 
to  the  minds  of  others^  because  force  carries  not 
the  power  of  persualion^  and  constraint  produces 
opposition. 

The  holy  prelate  adds,  that  the  ancients  by 
tbeir  repeated  advice  to  speak  little^  did  not  in- 
tend that  we  should  be  confined  to  few  worda^ 
but  that  we  should  utter  none  that  are  useless ; 
'because  the  quality  and  not  the  quantity  should  be 
attended  to ;  be  maintains  that  to  speak  too  much 
and  too  little^  are  two  extremes  equally  to  be 
avoided.  To  decline  from  ill  humour^  or  from 
an  untoward  austerity  of  manner  to  bear  a  part  to 
familiar  conversation^  betrays  either  contempt  or 
distrust.  To  speak  always  without  listening  to 
others,  is  a  species  of  presumption  and  tyrannical 
monopoly  in  a  concern,  in  which  of  all  others  in 
the  world,  complete  liberty  should  prevail.  He 
adds,  that  St.  Lewis  never  approved  the  practice 


£56  THE   LIFE   OF   ST.  FRANCIS 

of  whispering  in  company^  at  table^  or  in  counsel. 
The  reason  assigned   by  this  holy  king  is^  that 
where  there  is  any  thing  useful  or  agreeable  to  be 
communicated^  politeness  requires  that  the  whole 
company  should  hear  it ;  if  there  be  an  important 
secret^  some  more  seasonable  opportunity  is  to  be 
selected  to  speak  on  the  subject.     On  the  whole^ 
the  venerable  prelate  had  so  much  aversion  for 
every  thing  opposed  to  sincerity^  that  he  could 
not  endure    the  least  equivocation.      He  often 
with  great  propriety  observed^    says  the  Bishop 
of  Belley,  that  by  this  theological  artifice,  persons 
were  willing  to  canonize  falsehood.     He  added, 
that  God  always  conducted  the  just  man  by  right 
ways,  because  he  had  uprightness  of 'heart;  and 
that  those  who  pursued  oblique  and  dark  paths, 
were  not  children  of  uprightness  and  light..    ''  If 
the   mouth  that  lies/'  continued  he^  ''  kills  the 
soul^  what  will  not  be.  done  by  the  deceitful  tongue 
which  speaks  in  a' heart  and  in  a  heart,  that  is 
which  divides  the  heart ;  and  the  divided  heart 
according  to  the  prophet  is  death.     Accordii^ly 
of  those  who  have  a  double  heart  does  the  prophet 
say,  "'  let  death  come  upon  them^  and  let  them  de- 
scend alive   into  hell."     The  holy  prelate^  says 
the  same  Bishop,  often  applied  to  the  doctrine  of 
equivocation,    what  our   Redeemer   said  of  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  went  about  the  world. 


// 


•. 
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to  make  a  proseljte^  and  when  they  had  instructed 
him  in  their  own  way,  they  rendered  him  not  vir- 
tuous, but  doubly  criminal,  '^in  the  same  man- 
ner,** continued  he,  "  those  who  think  of  sftving 
the  truth  by  equivocation,  destroy  it  doubly; 
since  nothing  is  so  hostile  to  truth  and  simplicity, 
as  duplicity  and  artifice ;  and  what  can  be  charged 
with  greater  duplicity  than  equivocation."  It 
may  finally  be  observed  on  this  subject,  that 
speech  was  given  to  man  to  explain  his  meaning; 
all  therefore  that  tends  to  disguise  it  is  contrary 
to  the  natural  use  of  words.  It  becomes  no 
longer  a  tie  of  human  society,  agreeably  to  the 
institution  of  God  ;  on  the  contrary  it  breaks  and 
dissolves  it;  accordingly  what  can  be  more  ad- 
viseable  than  to  avoid  the  liar,  and  to  have  no 
connexion  with  those  who  employ  the  noble  gift 
of  speech  for  the  base  purposes  of  deceit  ?  This 
may  be  applied  to  equivocation,  as  well  as  to 
direct  falsehood  ;  they  both  tend  to  the  same  end, 
which  is  to  conceal  the  truth,  to  excite  imposition 
and  surprise^  When  therefore  it  is  not  adviseable 
to  tell  the  whole  truth,  it  is  better  to  ^be  silent, 
than  to  disguise  it  by  artifices  unworthy  of 
Christian  sincerity. 
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XIX. 

Of  meekness  and  patience ;  remedies  against  anger.    Senti* 
ments  of  the  Mojy  preUUe  <m  this  Subject, 

*  St.  Francis  of  Sales  proceeding  to  treat  of 
the  virtue  of  meekness,  that  virtue  which  was  so 
dear  to  bim^  and  of  wbicb  he  exhibited  such  dis- 
tinguished instances  during  life,  rem$krks  in  tbe 
6rst  place,  that  it  is  the  leading  virtue  which 
Christ  principally  recommended  by  word  and  ^- 
ample.  Learn  of  me,  says  be^  f^  I  f^m  meek 
and  huthble  of  heart.  The  reason  produced  by 
him  is,  that  all  the  doctrine  of  our  Redeemer 
tends  to  teach  us  our  duly  to  God,  to  our  neigh- 
bours and  to  ourselves.  Humility  places  us  in 
that  state  of  submission  and  dependance,  in  which 
we  should  ever  exist  with  respect  to  God;  it 
teaches  us  to  know  ourselves;  and  njieekness  forms 
in  our  hearts  those  sentiments  of  tenderness  and 
compassiou,  which  we  should  entertain  for  our 
neighbour ;  and  it  ensures  that  h^jppy  traoquiUity, 
which  cannot  be  held  in  sujEhcient  estimation.  H^ 
then  proceeds  to  observe  in  cpmmeodaticm  of  tbi^ 
Divine  virtue,  that  it  is  the  perfectioo  of  charity, 
which   matures  every  other   virtue,  and  is  never 

*  lutroductioxk.     Part  IIL     c.  8. 
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more  excellent  than  when  it  is  patient  and  meek. 
St.  Bernard  had  made  the  same  observation  be- 
fore him ;  and  these  are  indeed  the  two  character- 
istic  traits   so   essentially  belonging  to  charity, 
that  it  may  be  pronounced  not  to  be  perfect,  and 
perhaps  not  to  exist,  unless  it  be  accompanied 
with   meekness   and  patience.      After    the   holy 
prelate  has  bestowed  this  commendation  on  meek- 
.ness,  be  makes  this  virtue  principally  consist  in 
restraining  anger,  that  dreadful  passion,  of  which 
the  effects  are  so  fatal,  and  so  unworthy  not  only 
of  Christians  formed  in  the  School  of  Christ,  but 
of  men,  who  are  guided  only  by   the  light   of 
reason.     He  refers  :on  this  subject  to  the  advice 
given  by  Joseph  to  his  brethren,  when  he  dis- 
missed them  to  his  father's  house :  Do  not  fall  out 
.with   each  other  on   the  road)  the  holy  Bishop 
assigns  this  advice  as  a  rule  of  conduct.     He  con- 
siders this  life  as  a  road  by  which  we  have  all  to 
travel   to  a   happy  eternity ;  and  as  we  are  not 
alone  on  the  journey,  as  our  fellow  creatures  ac- 
company us,  as  we  often  meet,  justle  each  other^ 
and  occasion  mutual  embarrassment,  be  requires  us 
to  provide  a  considerable  store  of  meekness,  in  or- 
der to  repress  anger/  to  preserve  peace,  and  to  re- 
move every  obstacle  to  the  tranquillity  of  our  souls. 
For  this  reason  the  holy  prdate,  fully  aware  that 
anj^er  is  rarely  and  with  extreme  difficulty  indulged 
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without  sin^  forbids  it  absolutely  and  ip^itbotit 
restriction.  ''  I  tell  you  plainly  and  ip^ithout  ex- 
ception/' continues  be,  ''  do  not  ruffle  your  soul 
^itb  anger,  if  it  be  possible ;  and  admit  <^  no  pre- 
text whatever  to  open  the  door  of  your  beart  to 
passion ;  for  St.  James  says  briefly  and  without 
any  reservation,  that  the  anger  of  man  does  not 
vxyrk  the  jiistice  of  God.'*  He  then  represents 
anger  accompanied  with  impetuosity,  with  hatred, 
with  vengeance  and  with  fuiy^  as  a  tyrant  fol- 
lowed by  his  attendants,  who  puts  reason  in  irons, 
if  the  expression  may  be  allowed,  who  subjugates 
the  soul,  takes  possession  of  all  her  powers,  and 
employs  them  against  herself,  to  torture  her  a 
thousand  difierent  ways.  He  then  concludes  with 
St.  Augustine,  from  the  disorders  to  which  anger 
usually  gives  birth,  that  it  is  the  safest  plan  to 
close  the  avenues  of  our  hearts  against  this  furiMt 
passion,  however  just  and  necessary  it  may  appear,' 
than  to  admit  it  under  any  pretext  whatever;  be- 
cause if  it  once  gains  admittance,,  it  becomes  im- 
possible to  dislodge  this  furious .  enemy.  ^^  If 
once,"  says  he,  "  it  continues  till  nighty  and  the 
sun  sets  upon  it,  which  the  Apostle  forbids;  if 
we  have  not  then  banished  it  from  our  hearts^  and 
it  should  be  suffered  to  turn  to  hatred^  it  is  thea 
not  possible  to  divest  our  minds  of  it.  It  then 
acquires  strength  and  fortifies  its  bold  by  a  thou- 
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sand  suspicions^  and  an  infinite  niimUbr  of  false 
fancies;  since  no  person  could  ever  be  convinced 
that  his  anger  VfBs  unjust.  It  is  then  better  to 
live  ivithout  anger^  than  to  expect  to  yield  to  it 
with  ^discretion  and  moderation.  Accordingly 
whenever  from  weakness  and  imperfection^  we 
feel  purselves  surprised  with  its  emotions^  it  is 
safer  to  repel  them  with  promptitude^  than  to 
make  a  compromise  with  passion.  In  fact^  by  the 
least  indulgence^  passion  obtains  possession  of  the 
fortress^  and  imitates  the  serpent^  which  easily 
gains  admittance  with  its  whole  body^  wherever 
it  can  place  its  head."' 

But  as  all  the  efforts  we  can  make  to  overcome 
anger^  frequently  cohtribute  to  exasperate  the  evil, 
he  requires  us  to  have  recourse  to  God  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Apostles,  when  the  storm  threatened 
them  with  destruction ;  He  calms  our  passions 
no  less  than  the  winds  and  the  sea ;  and  it  demands 
no  less  power  than  His  to  still  the  tempests  which 
anger  usually  raises  in  our  souls.  Whether  we 
employ  the  help  of  prayer^  or  whatever  plan  we 
adopt,  the  holy  prelate  furnishes  an  article  of  im- 
portant advice,  founded  on  experience.  We  are 
to  treat  this  passion  with  great  meekness ;  to  em- 
ploy violence  in  suppressing  it,  would  be  a  direct 
means  to  inflame  the  disorder ;  ^'  and  this,'*  says  he, 
''is  ever  to  be  attended  to  in  all  remedies  against 
VOL.  u.  N  n 
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tbis  evil."  *  HoweTer  as  it  becomes  extremely  dif- 
fieidt^  vvbatever  precaution  we  may  take^  not  to 
be  sometimes  surprised  by  a"  passion^  wbich  the 
least  provocation  is  capable  of  exciting,  he  requires 
us  to  repair  the  faults  into  M^hich  passion  may  in- 
advertently lead  us,  by  some  act  of  meekness  to 
be  instantly  performed  towards  those  who  may 
have  been  the  objects  of  our  anger.  ''  In  fact/' 
continues  he,  ^'  as  it  is  a  sovereign  remedy  against 
the  habit  of  telling  lies,  to  correct  any  violation  of 
truth  as  soon  as  we  perceive  it ;  in  the  same  manner 
it  is  an  excellent  method,  in  order  to  subdae 
anger,  to  repair  the  evil  by  an  instantaneous  aet 
of  meekness;  for,  as  it  is  generally  observed, 
fresh  wx>unds  are  most  easily  healed."  He  like- 
wise directs  us,  when  we  are  in  a  state  of  traa* 
Y)uillity,  and  have  no  subjiect  of  agitation,  to  form 
very  serious  reflections  on  the  disorders  which 
arise  from  anger;  to  examine  the  evil  on  tlie  w6rst 
side ;  to  convince  our  own  minds  of  the  opposition 
wluch  it  rais(^  to  the  meekness  and  patience  so 
Qiuch  recoinmeiided  by  Christ;  to  make  a  great 
3tore  of  patience,  and  to  accustom  ourselves  to 
speak  and  act  with  meekness.  He  harries  his  pre* 
cautions  so  far  on  the  subject  of  this  virtue,  that 
he  docs  not  aiWw  the  Christian  to  speak  of  tbe 
injuries  be  has  received^  and  by  no  means  to  make 
any  complaint.  The  reasons  assigned  for  this 
conduQt^e^  that  as  ^  self-love  never  fails  to  ma^ 
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nify  iheno^  ws  never  speak  of  ihem  in  a  tone  of 
moderation :  that  our  complaints  are  not  restrainisd 
M^ithin  bounds ;  that  they  beat  our  imaginations, 
and  by  enlarging  a  slight  grievance,  tfaiiy  lead  us 
to  resolutions  wtiich  are  violent^  and  alto^b^r 
incompatible  with  thb  meekness  of  a  disciple  of 
Christ;  that  generally,  instead  of  making  our 
complaints  to  persons  of  a  mild  disposition,  we 
communicate  them  to  those  of  impetuous  cba-^ 
racters,  who  either  by  their  dispositions,  or  sOme 
secret  intei^st,  are  inclined  to  proceed  to  ex-^ 
tremes.  He  adds  an  advice  of  the  hi^est  im^' 
portance  to  the  great,  that  they  should  complain 
with  less  facility  than  others;  because  by  com* 
plaints  they  rouse  themselves  to  a  state  of  irrita^* 
tion ;  and  a»  they  possess  more  ample  means  of  ^e^ 
venge,  they  often  proceed  to  ei^tr^eniities  fbr 
things,  which  passion  has  magnified,  and  which 
by  no  means  justify  their  hasty  view  of  the  cas^. 
He  contends,  that  they  cannot  be  too  muchron 
their  guard  against  the  flatterers  by  whom  they 
are  surrounded ;  that  such  persons  perpetually  de* 
voted  to  mean  projects,  never  fail  to  adopt  their 
sentiments,  and  to  foment  their  anger  by  specious 
reasons;  an  event  which  takes  place,  when  those 
who  complain,  are  in  a  state  o^  prosperity.  On 
those  occasions  the  flatterer,  who  is  actuated  by 
eovy,  labours  to  destroy  a  rival  by  increasing  in 
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reproached  biro  with  suffering  calumny  to  pass 
.without  reply^  and  with  sustaining  so  ill  the  cha- 
racter of  a  Bishop^  he  gave  this  beautifiil  answer, 
which  so  strongly  shews  his  incomparable '  meek- 
ness:  '^  silence  is  a  better  defence,  than  any  thing 
t  could  ofier ;  and  would  you  hvLi^.  me  to  lose  iii  a 
quarter  of  an  hour;  the  small  share  of  meekness, 
which  I  have  been  labouring  to  acquire  for  twenty* 
two  years.''  This  admirable  meekness  of  the  holy 
prelate  did  not  lead  him^  as  some  have  imagined, 
to  a  weak  condescension ;  he  was  firm,  steady, 
generous  when  duty  demanded  that  conduct ;  but 
be  knew  how  to  unite  firmness  with  mildness ;  a 
quality  extremely  uncommon;  and  hence  we  are 
often  doomed  to  witness  an  obstinate  inflexibility 
instead  of  episcopal  steadiness.  This  induced  him 
to  say :  *^  that  we  must  in  truth  resist  evil,  and 
steadily  and  generously  check  the  vices  of  those 
under  our  charge ;  but  this  must  be  done  sweetly 
and  peaceably.'* 


XX. 

ContinuatioH  qf  the  iame  subjects  Of  true  and  faUt 
meekness;  concerning  the  meekness  which  tee  are  to  shew 
towards  ourselves. 

All  that  has  hitherto  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
meekness,  appears  only  to  regard  our  conduct  to- 
wards our  neighbour ;  and  many  are  indikced  to 
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thinks  that  this  virtue  extends  no  farther.  The 
holjr  prelate  was  not  of  this  sentiment ;  be  certainly 
requires  meekness  towards  our  neighbour^  but 
be  likewise  demands*  meekness  towards  our- 
selves. ^^  One  of  the  good  practices  of  meekness/' 
|ay9  the  holy  Bishop/  ''  respects  ourselves^  and 
consists  in  not  entertaining  a  restless  uneasiness 
towards  ourselves^  our  defects  and  imperfections; 
for  though  reason  directs  us  when  we  commit 
faults^  to  conceive  a  displeasure  for  them^  we  ure 
to  forbear  every  sentiment  of  disgust^  of  uneasiness 
and  bitterness ;  in  this  respect  many  are  deficient, 
who  having  yielded  to  anger^  are  then  angry  with 
themselves  at  the  circumstance^  are  uneasy  that 
they  indulged  in  uneasiness^  and  betray  resentment 
for  having  cherished  resentment.*'  He  asserts  that 
this  is  a  direct  method  of  encouraging  anger.  lo 
fact^  though  it  appears  that  the  second  gaily  of 
^r^er  destroys  the  firsts  it  only  changes  its  ol\ject ; 
if  we  are  angry  with  ourselves  or  with  others^  we 
certainly  indulge  passion^  and  anger  is  ever  found 
an  ineffectual  remedy  to  remove  anger.  He  adds 
very  justly,  that  these  gusts  of  anger,  of  resent- 
ment and  of  bitterness,  which  we  conceive  for  our- 
selves,  originate  in  pride  and  self-love,  which  feels 
trouble  and  disquietude  at  the  sight  of  our  imper- 
fections and  weaknesses,  and  that  the  shame  of 
frequeqt  relajHse^  into  sin,  often  arises  more  from  a 
wxsX  yi^oity  coiicealed  in  the  centre  of  tlie  heart. 
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tban  from,  a  sincere  r^ret  of  having  offended  God»' 
^*  We  must  then/'  continues  he,  '^  conceive  a  true 
displeasure  for  our  fauks,  a  displeasure  at  once 
firm,  constant,  birt  tranquil,  sweet  and  peaceable^ 
For  in  the  same  manner  as  a  judge  performs  his. 
duty  towards  the  criminal  wi^  more  effect,  when 
he  gives  sentence  U'itlf  a  rational  and  tranquil 
mind,  than  vrhen  h^;  proceeds  with  passion  and  im- 
petuo6itj,  because  in  this  latter  situation  he  pu- 
nishes not  the  crime  according  to  the  degree  of 
malice  v^hich  it  implies,  but  agreeably  to  his  own 
disturbed  fancy;  so  ive  correct  ourselves  more  ef«  . 
fectually  by  a  steady  aad  tranquil  repentance^ 
than  by  a  repentance  arising  from  bitterness, 
eagerness  and  anger,  because  this  impetuosity  of 
mind  is  not  suited  to  the  nature  of  our  faults,  but 
to  our  inclinations/- 

The  holy  prelate  however  acknowledges,  that  . 
there  are  some  dispositions  of  so  obstinate  and  in- 
docile a  cast,  in  which  are  observed  to  grow  incli- 
nations so  violent^  and  habits  so  strong  and  inve- 
terate, that  they  are  to  be  overcome  only  by  consi- 
derable severity  ftowacds  one's  self.  This  plan 
must  then  be  adopted  ;  but  he  directs  us  to  recur 
to  a  sweet  and  holy  confidence  in  God^  in  imita- 
tion of  the  holy  prophet,  who  after  having  afflicted 
his  soul  by  self-reproach,  which  be  employed  after 
each  relapse,  tbeo' encouraged  k  vi^ith meekness; 
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why  are  thou  sorrowful,  O  my  soul,  and  ivhy  doxt 
thou  trouble  me?  Hope  in  God,  for  I  will  still 
bless  Him  as  my  salvation  and  my  God.   *^  Roase 
up  your  heart/'  continues  he>  ''  .with  great  meek- 
ness,  whenever  it  shall  fali^   humMing  yourself 
greatly  before  God«  by  the  knowledge  of  your 
misery,  without  any  surprise  at  your  faults,  as  it  is 
not  a  subject  of  wonder,  that  infirmity  should  be 
infirm,  that  weakness  should  be  weak,  and  that 
misery  should  be  contemptible.     Detest  however, 
with  all  your  power,  the  offence  which  God  has 
received  from  you,  and  with  great  courage  and 
perfect  reliance  on  His  mercy,  resume  the  exercise 
of  the  virtue  which  you  have  abandoned/' 

The  holy  prelate  likewise  acknowledges,  that 
there  are  too  kinds  of  meekness,  one  true,  and  the 
other  false;  one  which  is  but  apparent,  the  other 
which  is  real  and  substantial;  one  which  consists 
in  words,  the  other  which  resides  in  the  heart. 
He  blamed  the  first  as  much  as  he  esteemed  the 
other.  '^  Affected  expressions  of  meekness/'  says 
the  Bishop  of  Belley,  '^  were  always  suspected  by 
the  holy  prelate."  ^'  Affectation/'  would  he  say, 
'^  and  a  certain  exquisite  nicety,  are  cousin  ger- 
mans,  perhaps  more  nearly  related,  and  rarely 
separated  from  each  other ;  and  the  last  seldom 
exists  without  some  sort  of  duplicity/'  ''  The 
holy  prelate/'  continues  be^  'always  had  milk  and 
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honey  under  bis  tongue."  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  He  says  not  onr 
bis  tongue^  as  if  meekne^^s  existed  onlj  on  his  lips, 
blit  under  his  tongue^  in  order  to  express^  that  it 
procseeded  from  the  breast  and  the  heart,  and  that 
he  uttered  the  impressions  which  he  felL  '^  The 
words  of  true  meekness/'  adds  be,  ^'  are  plain, 
frank,  simple,  .Mncere/  and  yet  are  tender.  But 
the  expressions  of  false  meekness  cariy  flattery  to 
excess;  and  under  these  leaves  is  concealed  the 
serpent  of  a  bad  intention.  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  When  the 
treacherous  disciple  was  willing  to  sell  our  Lord, 
he  gave  a  kiss  with  these  words.  Hail  Master; 
and  Joab  killed  Amaza  while  be  was  compli- 
menting him  as  a  friend.  The  unfaithful  spouse 
caresses  her  husband,  in  proportion  to  her  infide- 
Jity,  in  order  to  remove  all  suspicion  of  jealousy, 
by  these  false  demonstrations  of  friendship.*' 
There  is  besides,  according  to  the  holy  prelate, 
another  point  of  difference  between  true  and  fake 
meekness ;  for  the  latter  tolerates  even  tbe  greatest 
defects  without .  reproof ;  it  is  weak,  timid  and 
prone  to  flattery ;  true  meekness  on  the  contrair 
is  strong  and  generous ;  this  made  the  holy  prelate 
say,  that  ''  we  are  to  resist  evil,  and  ix^  check 
steadily  and  generously  the  vices  of  those  under 
our  charge."  But  agreeably  tf%  his  principles,  this 
firmness  and  this  steadiness  ought  not  to  proceed 
from  passion,  from  hai^tiness,  from  pride  and 
caprio^  bol  hem  ifteduiew  which  is  firm,  steady 
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«nd  generous,  wlien  necessity  demands  it ;  and 
this  induced  him  to  add^  ^'  that  it  is  necessary  to 
reprove  steadily  and  generously^  but  still  in  a  mefk 
and  peaceable  manner."  This  is  a  true  portrait 
of  the  meekness  of  the  holy  prelate;  his  meekness 
was  matchless ;  but  nothing  exceeded  the  firmness 
and  generosity,  which  he  betrayed  on  proper  occa- 

'  sions.  Equally  remote  from  the  harshness  which 
pardons  nothing,  and  from  the  weak  condescension 
which  excuses  all  things ;  be  considered^  says  the 
Bishop  of  Belley^  this  maxim  of  the  wise-man,  as 
an  excellent  principle :  The  wounds  of  a  friend 
are  better  oftd  more  desirable^  than  the  deeeitftd 
Mixitations  of  a  flatterer.  And  he  said  often  with 
the  Royal  prophet :  The  just  man  will  reprove 
me,  and  I  shall  consider  him  in  mercy ;  /  will  not 
ha:ve  the  oil  of  the  sinner  to  come  and  soil  my  head; 
or  as  he  understood  the  words^  I  desire  not  that 
flattery  should  stt^l  through  my  ears  into  my  heart, 
to  poison  it  by  vanity  and  presumption.  He  inva- 
riably treated  others,  as  he  vrished  to  be  treated 
bimself;  ever  humble  in  bis  deportment^  ever 
meek,  aa  enemy  to  flattery.  This  led  Henry  IV. 
that  incomparable  Prince  to  say,  that  he  loved  him 
because  he  had  never  flattered  him.  To  the  same 
purport  the  Moth*  r  de  Chantal,  after  declaring, 

*  that  he  was  the  refi^,  the  succour  and  support  of 
all  the  afllicted ;  that  never  wasa. heart  so  mild,  so 
bumble,  so  giBcious  mud  ad  a&Me  as  hi%  fiult  not 
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to  observe, /that  be  was  possessed  of  a  soul,  in  tbe 
highest  degree  generous  and  intrepid  in  support- 
ing danger,  and  in  pursuing  the  enterprises  which 
God  suggested.  To  be  mild,  affable,  compassion^ 
ate,  and  at  the  same  time  to  be  bold,  firm,  ge- 
nerous and  steady,  are  thus  proved  to  be  characters 
bv  no  means  incompatable ;  virtues  and  their  op- 
posite vices,  are  not  found  to  be  allied  together ; 
these  virtues  under  due  regulation  are  properly 
adjusted;  one  excludes  not  the  other;  but  this 
combination  presupposes  a  mind  well  formed,  and 
a  noble  heart;  qualities,  which  everyone  is  not 
observed  to  possess.  Virtue  as  it  is  possessed  by 
a  great  proportion  of  manki!;^d,  may  be  pronounced 
to  be  constitutional ;  but  when  the  various  virtues 
are  the  effects  of  grace,  when  charity  combines 
them,  nothing  is  more  in  unison  than  the  various 
virtues,  even  sueh  as  appear  to  be  opposed  to  each 
other.  Let  it  not  therefore  be  asserted,  that  the 
extreme  mildness  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  ever 
rendered  him  too  indulgent  towards  persons  in  the 
world  arid  to  sinners,  and  induced  him  to  relax 
the  severity  of  the  Gospel.  He  observed  its  pre- 
cepts with  too  scrupulous  exactness  ever  to  dis- 
pense with  them  in  others ;  mildness  which  should 
be  carried  to  such  a  lengthy  would  not  be  entitle4 
to  the  appellation  of  virtue;  and  if  the  holy  Bishop 
of  Geneva  had  been  thus  led  to  prostitute  bis  mir 
Bistry^  the  Churchy  which  U  ^9^  animited  witb 
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the  same  spirit^  would  not  have  acknowledged 
liim  during  his  life  and  after  bis  deaths  as  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  prelates  that  eVer  graced 
her  annals. 


XXI. 

Of  LdW'SuiU ;  how  much  they  are  opposed  to  the  Spirit  of 
the  Gospel;  how  much^  according  to  St,  Francis  of 
Sales^  they  are  to  be  avoided* 

As  law-suits^  far  from  re-establishing  peace 
among  mankind^  serve  onlj  to  inflame  hatred^ 
animosity  and  vengeance^  and  as  in  fact  there  is 
nothing  niore  destructive  of  the  charity  and  meek- 
ness so  strongly  recommended  by  our  Redeemer, 
the  holy  prelate  constantly  diverted  from  them  all 
whom  he  directed,  and  who  regulated  their  con- 
duct by  his  sentiments.  When  he  was  enabled  to 
foresee  them,  he  waited  not  till  his  advice  was  so- 
licited ;  he  spontaneously  interposed,  and  spared 
no  pains  to  eradicate  from  the  heart  the  seeds  of 
avarice  and  resentment,  which  ever  prove  the 
fatal  sources  of  those  dissentions,  that  often  arise 
among  persons,  connected  by  the  ties  of  blood. 
This  induced  him  to  write  4n  a  tone  of  consider- 
able energy  to  a  yoyng  lady,  who  had  placed  her- 
self under  his  direction,  and  yet  had  undertaken 
a  suit.  '*  How  long,"  did  he  say,  *' do  yoaaim 
at  any  other  victories  over  the  worlds  than  those' 
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which  our  Redeemer  has  gained  ?  How  did  our 
blessed  Lord  treat  the  world  ?  It  is  (rue,  my  cliild, 
that  He  was  the  master  of  the  world ;  but  did  He 
pleads  in  order  to  have  a  place^  in  which  He 
might  repose  His  head  ?  He  received  innumerablq 
outrages;  but  what  suit  did  He  ever  undertake  in 
His  defence  ?  Before  what  tribunal  did  He  supi- 
mon  any  person  to  appear?  He  did  not  even  appeal 
to  God  against  the  Jews,  who  crucified  Him ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  sued  for  mercy  in  their  favour?" 
To  this  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  indeed 
ought  to  be  a  rule  to  all  those  who  r^ard  Him, 
as  the  model  by  which  they  are  to  be  formed,  he 
adds  His  doctrine,  and  His  express  prohibition  to 
recur  to  legal  procedures,  even  to  defend  pro- 
perty which  may  be  unjustly  seized.  "This," 
says  the  holy  prelate,  "  is  what  He  wished  us  to 
understand  by  those  words :  and  if  a  man  will  go 
to  law  with  thee^  and  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him 
have  thy  cloak  also.  I  am  by  no  means  supersti- 
tious,"  continues  he,  "  and  I  blame  not  tboBe 
who  plead,  provided  it  be  done  in  truth,  injus- 
tice and  Judgment.  But  I  contend,  *  *  *  (and 
I  strongly  press  this  admonition,  which  I  would 
seal  with,  my  blood  if  it  were  necessary)  that  "who- 
ever wishes  to  be  perfect,  and  to  all  intents  and 
purpose  a  child  of  Jesus  Christ  crucified,  ought 
to  practice  this  doctrine  of  our  blessed  Lord.  Let 
the  world  murmur^  let  the  prudence  of  the  flesh 
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exclaim,  lei  temporal  judges  invent  what  pretexts 
and  subterfuges  thej  may,  this  injunctioii  ought 
to  be  preferred  to  all  earthly  prudence :  and  \f  a 
man  will  go  to  law  with  thee,  and  take  away  thg 
coat  J  let  him  have  thy  cloak  also.'*  To  the  autho- 
rity of  Jesus  Christ  he  joins  that  of  St.  Paul,  who 
may  be  justly  styled  the  first  and  most  excellent 
interpreter  of  the  Gospel.  In  the  first  place 
he  recites  the  passage  from  the  first  Epistle  to 
Timothy,  where  St.  Paul,  exhorting  Christians  to 
be  satisfied  with  necessaries,  removes  the  occasion 
of  a  considerable  number  of  law-suits :  But  hamig 
foody  and  wherewith  to  be  covered,  with  these  we 
are  content.  He  then  refers  to^the  passage  from 
the  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  where  the 
Apostle  condemns  in  the  clearest  and  most  pointed 
language,  all  manner  of  legal  suits.  Already  in- 
deed  there  is  plainly  a  faidt  among  you,  that  you 
have  law-suits  one  with  another.  Why  do  yon 
not  rather  take  wrong  ?  Why  do  you  not  rather 
suffer  yourselves  to  be  defrauded?  '^  But  what 
^in,"  continues  the  holy  prelate,  "  was  there  in 
engaging  in  a  suit?  The  Corinthians  scandalized 
the  infidel,  who  said :  see  how  the  Christians  fol« 
low  the  injunctions  of  their  Master !  He  tells 
them,  be  that  will  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him 
have  thy  cloak  al<^o ;  observe  however,  with  what 
facility  they  sacrifice  eternal  blessings  for  temporal 
emolument/'    .  » 


I 
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St.  Francis  of  Sales,  makes  with  St  Aiigdstine, 
another  reflexion  on  these  words  of  the  Gospel  ; 
ivhich  is,  that  our  Redeemer  does  not  say,  who- 
ever takes  thy  riflg>  give  to  him  even  thy  collar; 
both  which  are  superfluous  and  may  be  spared ; 
but  He  speaks  of  the  coat  and  of  the  cloak,  which 
are  necessary  parts  of  dress.  To  this  reflexion,  he 
adds  another  on  the  passage  of  the  first  Epistle  to 
the  Corinthians ;  that  St.  Paul  does  not  speak  only 
to  Bishops,  to  priests,  to  persons  retired  from  the 
world,  who  .aspire  to  perfection,  but  to  all 
Christians  in  general ;  and  that  it  is  to  them  that 
he  says;  Ahmdy  indeed  there  is  plainly  a  fault 
mnong  you,  that  you  have  law-suits  one  with 
another,  \leace  he  concludes,  that  those  who 
owe  example  to  others,  ought  with  greater  reason 
to  avoid  them.  "  But,**  continues  he,  "  human 
prudence  will  exclaim,  to  what  willyoii  lead  us? 
To  suffer  persecution  .^  To  permit  ourselves  to  be 
exposed  to  scorn,  to  be  stripped,  to  be  plundered 
without  saying  a  word?  Yes,  undoubtedly,  that 
is  my  wish,  or  rather  not  mine,  but  that  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  me.  *  *  *  The  inhabitants  of  Babylon 
are  not  acquainted  with  this  doctrine,  but  the  in^ 
habitants  of  Calvary  reduce  it  to  practice."  To 
this  injunction  of  the  holy  {W'elate,  it  might  be  oh^ 
jected,  that  he  himself  had  been  engaged  in  law* 
suits.  But  independently  of  the  circumstances, 
t^  he  nev  er  ej^ga^^ed  in  such  .ctHitests  for  his  own 
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private  interests,  but  for  the  property  and  rights 
of  his  church,  of  which  b^  was  only  a  depositary, 
and  which  he  was  obliged  to  support ;  that  when 
the  suits  were  gained,  he  never  exacted  the  i^osts^ 
and  spared  no  pains  to  regain  the  friendship  of 
those,  against  whom  he  had  been  forced  to  sustltin 
such  procedures,  he  accuses  himself  of  such  con- 
duct as  of  a  great  fault.  '^  If  I  have  not  lived,'' 
says  he,  "  conformably  to  the  advice  which  I  give 
you,  it  has  arisen  from  weakness  and  not  from  an 
erroneous  opinion ;  I  have  yielded  too  much  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  world,  which  have  engaged 
me  in  the  evil  that  I  hated/'  It  may  be  asserted, 
that  the  latter  sentiments  of  Saints,  are  preferable 
to  their  first  opinions ;  the  more  they  advance  in 
perfection,  the  more  their  lights  increase ;  and  if 
the  example  of  this  great  Bishop  appears  to  jus- 
tify  law-suits,  the  sentiments  which  we  have  just 
recorded,  must  totally  destroy  the  consequences 
which  might  be  drawn  from  his  conduct. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  the  letter,  the  holy 
prelate  continues  to  condemn  law-suits,  in  pointing 
to  the  disorders  which  they  produce,  the  loss  of 
time,  the  hatred  and  aversions  which  they  occa- 
sion, the  bad  faith  and  the  unjust  designs  to  which 
they  give  birth,  the  vengeance  and  peniicious  de- 
vices which  they  suggest,  and  the  invincible  ob- 
stinacy, which  blinds  the  jiid^ment,   and  which 
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often  lead  us  to  support  pretensions^  thai;  we  know 
to  be  unjust.  If  a  natural  uprightness  of  heart 
prevents  us  from  proceeding  to  such  extremities^^ 
it  may  safely  be  asserted,  that  these  suits  destroy 
peace  of  heart,  and  banish  charity ;  and  what  gain 
can  counterbalance  such  extensive  loss  ?  ^'  What 
duplicity/'  continues  the  holy  prelate,  '^  what  ar- 
tifices, perhaps  what  lies  and  secret  instances  of 
injustice,  what  specious  and  imperceptible  calum- 
nies, are  not  employed  in  this  embarrassing  series 
of  suits  and  procedures!"  He  then  represents  to 
himself  all  the  reasons  which  this  lady  might 
allege  to  justify  the  iiecessity  of  law,  and  acknow- 
ledges that  they  are  strong,  and  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  extreme  difficulty  not  to  yield  to  such  forcible 
motives.  /'Unquestionably,"  says  he,  ''that  is 
difficult  to  man,  but  not  to  the  son  of  Gpd,  who 
will  do  it  in  you,  if  you  pjray  earnestly  for  that 
purpose.''  At  length  after  having  exhorted  her 
in  the  most  earnest  manner  to  terminate  her  suit 
by  an  accommodation,  he  adds,  ''  what  benedic- 
tions  and  spiritual  graces  will  you  not  gain  for  your 
soul  by  this  conduct ;  you  will  abound  and  super- 
abound  ;  God  will  bless  the  little  which  you  will 
have  left ;  for  it  is  not  difficult  to  Him  to  do  with 
five  barley  loaves,  as  much  as  Solomon  with  a|^ 
his  magnificence.'' 

TOL.  II.  0    0 
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But  if  it  is  not  lawful  for  Christians  to  have  re- 
course to  law^  to  what  purpose  will  it  be  said, 
were  so  manj  tribunals  established  for  the  termina- 
tion  of  disputes?  Whj  are  there  even  in  the  Ec- 
clesiastical  State  so  manj  d^rees  of  jurisdiction? 
In  the  first  place  it  is  certain^  that  St.  Paul  de- 
sired^ that. all  difierences  might  be  adjusted  bj  ar- 
bitratioUj  without  having  recourse  to  magistrates; 
and  this  assuredly  should  be  practised  among  bre- 
thren^ as  all  Christians  are  justly  considered. 
But  because  it  is  not  just  to  abandon  the  good  to 
the  persecution  of  the  wicked^  Ibecause  there  are 
to  be  found  those  indocile^  unjust^  bold  and  en- 
terprisii^  spirits^  who  can  never  be  brought  to 
reason^  nor  induced  to  do  justice  to  their,  neigh- 
bour^ but  by  the  weight  of  superior  authority^  it 
has  ever  been  necessary  to  establish  magistrates, 
and  to  supply  arms  to  justice.  Good  order  de- 
manded this  precaution ;  and  as,  according  to  St. 
Paul,  every  thing  that  is  according  to  order^  is 
from  God  and  according  to  God,  it  is  to  be  as- 
serted and  believed,  that  magistrates  were  esta- 
blished by  God  Himself  For  which  reason  St. 
Paul  adds,  he  who  resists  them^  resists  the  ordi* 
nances  of  God ;  and  that  they  are  to  be  obeyed, 
rfbt  only  from  fear  of  punishment  which  disobedi- 
ence might  provoke,  but  from  motives  of  duty 
and  conscience. 
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It  is  not  therefore  strictlj  forbidden  to  have 
course  to  law ;  but  it  would  be  better  to  abstain 
from  all  legal  proceedings  whatever.  It  should 
never  be  attempted  without  absolute  constraint, 
without  previously  trying  evety  method  of  accom- 
modation^ without  a  real  disposition  to  accept 
terms^  whenever  those  itvho  unjustly  oppose  our 
claims^  are  willing  to  accede  to  a  compromise, 
without  a  sincere  inclination  to  wave  our  rights 
and  submit  to  loss,  in  order  to  purchase  peace, 
and  to  preserve  charity,  which  is  the  onty  folinda* 
tion  of  all  virtues.  Even  then  it  is  not  proper  to 
employ  law^  according  to  the  holy  prelate,  but  in 
truth,  justice  and  judgment.  We  are  not  to  em« 
ploy,  in  order  to  maintain  our  rights,  eithefr  ca- 
lumny, obloquy,  falsehood,  or  any  portipn  of  that 
lawless  chicanery,  which  prolong  legal  suits  to  at| 
eternity ;  we  are  to  make  no  demand,  to  sustain  no 
suit  which  is  not  founded  on  justice,  and  sup- 
ported'by  just  and  l^itimate  means.  It  is  lawful 
and  even  it  becomes  a  duty  to  give  every  previous 
information  to  judges ;  but  this  must  be  done  with 
the  sincerity  of  an  upright  heart,  without  the 
smallest  intention  of  dec^ving  justice,  and  with- 
out employing  those  illicit  means,  which  have  n% 
other  tendency,  than  to  promote  corruption.  It 
must  ever  be  deemed  a  serious  duty  to  forbear 
those  eternal  complaints  against  our  neighbour, 
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those  declamations  so  odiotis  and  so  hurtful  to  his 
reputation^  those  Instances  of  hatred^  of  secret  re- 
sentment^ of  public  and  scandalous  vengeance. 
In  a  word,  we  are  never  to  forget  that  we  are 
Christians,  that  we  are  engaged  iniEi  contest  with 
hreihtio,  thjat  there  is  no  enemy  so  weak  who  may 
not  become  formidable,  that  the  image  of  this 
'Virorld  passeth  away,  4ind  that  we  have  above  a 
judge  infinite  in  knowledge,  in  power,  who  is  in- 
corruptible, and  who  will  judge  our  injustices,  and 
demand  an  account  even  of  an  idle  word.  With 
these  sentimei\jl;s  and  these  dispositions,  with  an 
Qxact  observance  of  these  rules,  we  may  recur  to 
law,  if  we  are  obliged  by  circumstances ;  but  still 
tn  alh  cases  it  is  better  to  avoid  it,  because  nothing 
is  comparable  to  pepce,  to  iinion,  to  tranquillity 
of  heart,  to  that  Divine  charity  which  should  be 
an  indissoluble  band, between  all  Christians,  and 
which  it  is  difficult  to  prelserve  inviolate  amidst 
*the  confysion  and  embarrassment  of  Iaw-i5uits.  It 
were  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that  these  sentiments, 
which  are  those  of  St..  Francis  of  Sales,  would 
make  some  impression  on  the  minds  of  those,  who 
may  read  the  history  of  his  life;  in  such  a  case  di- 
y'sions  and  scandals  would  cease,  and  we  should 
hail  the  return  of  that  tender  and  fraternal  love, 
which  in  ancient  times  so  completely  united  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  the  first  Christians.  A  less 
animated  attention  to  interest,  less  attachment  to 
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earthly  possessions^  more  esteem  for  heavenly 
goods,  more  faith  and  confidei^ce  in  the  promises 
of  Jesus  Christ,  might  produce  so  desirable  a 
change.  To  this  pursuit  the  holy  prelate  during 
life,  never  failed  to  urge  the  faithful ;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  doubled,  that  he  solicits  the  sal(i^^||(ising 
for  the  Church,  now  before  thie  throne  tff  God, 
where  he  enjoys  that  lasting  peace,  which  lie  was 
so  anxious  to  establish  on  earth. 


XXII. 

■ 

Of  luxury ;    sentiments   of  the  holy  prelate   on  decorum 

in  dress\  '. 

Luxury  has  ever  been  justly  considered  as  a  tice'; 
but  a  neglect  of  cleanliness  was  never  daiinedl 
virtue.  The  holy  Bishop  condemns  tha  first  with 
all  the  severity  of  the  Gospel;  but  he  approves  of 
Irleanliness,  aod  recommends  it  to  persons  in  the 
world  ;  for  to  them  did  he  address  these  instiuc* 
lions ;  though  he  blames  it  in  no  situation.  A|^ainst 
luxury  he  says  to  those  who  live  in  the  world,  that 
they  are  to  follow  this  advice  of  St,  Peter,"  yoiir 
adorning  let  it  not  be  the  outward  platting  of  the 
hair,  or  the  wearing  of  gold,  or  the  putting  on  of 
apparel ;  but  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart  in  the  f^- 
corruptibility  of  a  quiet  and  meek  spirit,  which  is 
rich  in  the  sight  of  God.  He  requires  with  St. 
Paul,  that  women  who  possess  piety,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  men,  should  be  clothed  in  a  be* 
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coming  maoner^  add  be  distinguished  by  the  mo- 
desty of  their  dreu.  He  adds  that  men  who  hc-^ 
stow  too  nice  attention  on  this  article^  are  justly 
held  as  effeminate^  and  women  as  vain  and  doubt- 
ful characters.  "  For/'  says  he,  *'  if  they  possess 
jchas^Mfe^^does  not  appear  in  these  trifles.  It  is 
said,  ratt  they  think  no  harm ;  but  I  answer  as  I 
have  tnswtted  on  other  occasions,  that  the  devil 
thinks  much  of  it/'  Persons  by  this  conduct  ex- 
pose themselves  to  the  censorious  judgments  of  the 
world.  It  is  rare  that  such  expences  are  incurred^ 
such  great  pains  bestowed  on  dress  to  please  the 
eyes  of  a  husband,  whpse  satis&ction  however,  a 
decAt  woman  should  be  anxious  solely  to  promote; 
this  .<iMre  may  originate  in  no  other  intention  ;  but 
the  world  will  ever  form  a  different  judgment,  aod 
persons  under  such  circumstances,  must  remain 
responsible  for  the  evil  impressions  which  thej 
excite.  Honour  aind  reputation  should,  in  the  es- 
timation of  a  woman,  possess  an  ascendant  over 
every  other  consideration ;  evely  thing  which  can 
inflict  the  least  stain  on  that  delicate  article,  should 
be  studiously  spared.  Besides  an  excessive  atten- 
tion to  dress  will  be  found  to  be  the  source  of  very 
great  temptations.  Improper  applications  are  never 
made  to  decent  women  distinguished  by  the  ma* 
desty  of  their  dress ;  a  judgment  is  formed  of  their 
hearts  from  their  external  appearance;  as  they  are 
thought  not  to  be  eager  to  please^  they  are  not  in- 
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fested  with  temptations,/'  Luxuiy  in  this  article^ 
an  the  other  hand^  is  ever  found  to  be  alluring, 
attractiye^  and  to  encourage  boldness ;  those  who 
avoid  not  danger^  will  often  find  it  without  the 
labour  of  the  search.  Timid  virtue  is  iai^pfiably 
studious  to  avoid  the  public  eye;  and  the  enemy 
of  our  salvation  fails  not  to  embrace  the  slightest 
occasions  which  we  supply  to  eflfect  our  ruin.  This 
is  the  meaning  of  that  sentiment  of  the  holy  pre- 
late: "  It  is  said,  thkt  they  think  no  harm;  but 
I  answer,  as  I  have  answered  on  other  occasions^ 
that  the  devil  thinks  much  of  it/'  What  the  holy 
prelate  says  of  luxury  in  dress,  he  applies  to  that 
which  regards  the  table,  equipages  and  furniturei| 
Christian  charity  does  not  permit  us  to  incur  so 
many,  superfluous  expences,  while  the  poor,  who 
are  our  brethren,  are  in  want  of  necessaries,  and 
often  perishing  by  hunger.  With  what  face  can 
a  Christian  see  Jesus  Christ  enduring  in  His  mem* 
ber's  the  most  shameful  privation,  while  a  number 
of  useless  valets,  and  what  is  worse,  even  inanimate 
walls,  are  superbly  decorated  ?  Is  it  not  on  such 
occasions  that  we  are  led  to  say  with  St.  Angus- 
tine,  that  those  who  relieve  not  the  poor,  become 
their  murderers?  Non  pavisti?  occidisti.  The 
holy  prelate  however  acknowledges  with  St.  Lewis, 
whom  he  cites,  that  each  one's  condition  in  life 
should  regulate  his  expences.  There  are  expences 
aHowed  to  Kings,  to  Prittceii>  to  persons  distin- 
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gurshed  by  their  birth  and  their  rank^  which  are 
by  no  means  proper  for  private  persons^  who  have 
no  other  distinction  in  the  worlds  but  that  which  ^ 
is  obtained  by  riches^  often  ill  acquired.  He  eveo 
allowsLthat  in  this  particular^  r^ard  may  be  paid 
to  age ;  that  much  may  be  tolerated  in  yoiing 
people^  which  cannot  be  permitted  to  aged  per- 
scnis^  to  married  vvomen  and  widows ;  but  in  every 
state^  in  every  age  and  condition  of  life^  that  su- 
perfluity be  avoided^  and  that  Christian  modesty 
be  ever  kept  in  view.  Such  are  the  sentiments  of 
this  great  Bishop  on  the  article  of  luxury. 

»  As  to  cleanliness^  he  gives  it  great  commenda- 
tion^ and  stron^y  recommends  its  practice ;  be 
even  asserts  that  the  exterior  is  a  mark  of  a  well 
regulated  mind,  and  a  picture  of  interior  decency; 
he  observes  that  God  demands  corporal  cleanliness 
from  those  who  approach  to  the  altar^  and  who 
are  in  a  manner  the  guardians  of  piety.  He  main- 
tains^ that  it  is  a  mark  of  contempt  towards,  those 
with  whom  we  converse^  to  appear  in  a  mean  and 
disgusting  dress.  But  in  recommending  cleanli- 
ness^ he  requires  us  to  avoid  all  afi*ectation^  and 
all  vain  and  superfluous  curiosity^  which  serves 
only  to  satisfy  vanity.  "  Keep  yourself/*  says  be, 
'^  as  much  as  possible  in  a  simple  and  modest  at- 
tire. This  mode  is  undoubtedly  the  greatest  orna- 
ment of  beauty^  and  the  best  excuse  for  deformity." 


OP  SfAXfES.      BOOK    VIII.  585 

The  bo\y  prelate  was  scrupulously  exact  in  forbid- 
ding those  under  his  direction^  the  use  of  all  super* 
•fluous  articles  of  dress.  It  may  be  here  recollected, 
what  passed  between  him  and  Madam  dedhantal 
on  this  subject,  the  first  days  he  saw  her.  ^'  One 
day,"  says  the  author  of  his  life  in  an  abridged 
form^  '^  the  holy  Bishop  seeing  her  decorated  ra- 
ther more  than  usual^  said  to  her  :  Madam  would 
your  dress  be  less  becomings  if  you  had  no  lace  to 
your  hood,  nor  buttons  to  your  handkerchief?  The 
holy  widow  immediately  cut  oif  the  buttons,  and 
unsewed  the  lace.*'  These  remarks  may  appear 
trifling;  but  they  clearly  shew,  how  much  the 
holy  prelate  was  averse  to  luxury,  and  even  to  all 
superfluity  in  dress.  It  may  be  pronounced  in  ge- 
neral, that  the  same  principle  may  be  applied  io 
dress  and  to  langu^e.  In  one  and  tlie  other  we 
are  to  shun  affectation,  not  to  be  enslaved  to  no- 
velty or  to  fashion^  not  to  seek  for  improvements, 
nor  to  advance  before  others,  and  never  pertina- 
ciously to  depart  from  the  greater  number^  but  to 
adhere  exactly  to  the  rules  of  modesty.  Singularity 
was  ever  deemed  a  bad  trait  in  a  character ;  it  is 
to  be  avoided  with  peculiar  care  in  everything 
open  to  public  inspection.  St.  Lewis,  cited  by 
St.  Francis  of  Sales,  gave  an  excellent  rule  on  this 
subject.  It  is  necessary^  said  he,  that  every  one 
should  cultivate  dress  according  to  his  condition^ 
that  the  good  and  the  discreet  may  not  say^  you 
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del  iffo  much;  nor  the  youngs  that  you  do  too 
little.  But  if  the  youthful  part  of  your  acquaint- 
ance should  not  be  satisfied  with  decorum^  you 
are  to  adhere  to  the  opinion  of  the  discreet.  The 
holy  prelate  was  not  only  exact  in  forbiddii^ 
hixury  and  superfluity  in  others^  he  gave  himself 
an  example  of  modesty^  which  he  perpetually  ob- 
served with  scrupulous  fidelity.  Independently  of 
.  the  account  we  have  given  in  his  life  of  the  fru- 
gality of  his  table^  of  the  modesty  which  prevailed 
in  his  furniture  and  dress^  and  of  his  rejection  of 
every  kind  of  equij[)age^  it  appears  from  oneof  his 
letters^  written  in  confidence  to  a  yirtuous  lady, 
that  from  the  time  he  had  quitted  the  world  to 
embrace  the  Ecclesiastical  Statie,  he  had  worn  but 
common  vStockings  and  plain  gloves^  and  that  he 
had  forbidden  himself  the  use  even  of  gilt  paper. 
After  this  statement^  is  it  not  a  subject  of  asto- 
nishment, that  some  have  had  the  boldness  to 
charge  this  holy  Bishop,  with  too  much  indul- 
gence for  luxury,  and  that  those,  who  at  this 
day  are  partial  to  this  kind  of  indulgence^  should 
boast  of  following  his  maxims?  It  is  not  necessary 
to  attempt  a  Justification  of  his  sentiments  on  the 
subject,  after  the  more  able  efforts  of  others. 
It  will  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  Ihe  sentiments, 
which  have  been  here  recorded;  let  them  be  im- 
partially examined,  and  it  will  demonstratively 
Wp  that  more  holy  and  mpr«  rational  rules  oa 


OF   BALES.       BOOK  VIII.  587 

the  subject  of  dress^  could  not  possibly  be.  pro- 
posed  to  persons  in  the  world. 


XXIII. 

Of  the  divertiont  whicl^  are  permitted  and  are  forbidden  ; 
sentiments  of  the  holtf  prelate  on  gaming*  Rules  for 
persons  in  the  world* 

As  there  may  be  irregularity  in  the  choice  of 
diversions,  in  the  time  which  is  given  to  them, 
and  in  the  affection,  or  rather  the  passion,  with 
which' they  are  pursued  ;  it  is  certain,  on  the  other 
side,   agreeably  to-  the  holy  prelate,   tliat  it  is 
faulty  to  carry  severity  and   rigour  to  such  a 
length,  as  to  take  no  sort  of  recreation,  nor  per- 
mit to  others  any  kind  of  amusement.     He  there- 
fore acknowledges,   that  it  is  necessary  to  give 
some  indulgence  to  the  mind  and  to  the  body,  and 
that  they  stand  in  need  of  innocent  relaxation,  to 
prevent  them  from  sinking  under  labour.     Both 
one  and  the  other  are  ever  to  be  regarded  as  ene- 
mies who  are  to  be  distrusted,  and  to  be  perpe^ 
tually  watched;  but  who  are  not  to  be  over- 
powered, particularly  if  they  are  exerted  in  a 
proper  manner,  and,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it,  are 
not    made    instruments    subservient  to  iniquity/ 
The  holy  prelate  supports  this  sentiment  by  the 
principles  of  reason,  which  admit  it,  and  then  by 
the  example  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  as  re- 
corded in  EccJfesiastical  historv.  It  is  there  relatedv 
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that  this  great  Apostle  was  one  daj  met  by  a 
sportsman^  holding  in  his  hand  a  partridge^  with 
which  he  appeared  amused.  It  is  therefore  per- 
mitted, sometimes  to  enjoy  recreation;  and  on  this 
subject  the  holy  Bishop  observes,  that  there  are 
diversions  so  proper  and  so  laWuI,  that  to  have 
recourse  to  them  in  a  suitable  manner,  nothing 
more  is  requisite  than  the  common  prudence  which 
assigns  order,  time,  place  and  measure,  to  every 
circumstance  of  life.  He  produces  as  instances 
of  these  proper  and  lawful  diversions,  walking, 
conversation,  the  chace,  the  use  of  musical  instru- 
ments. But  however  innocent  these  amusements 
maybe,  he  requires  that  they  constitute  notour 
occupations^  that  too  much  time  be  not  given  to 
them,  that  they  be  not  pursued  with  passion,  and 
they  do  not  engage  us  to  n^lect  the  obligations 
of  our  state;  and  this  is  what  he  means,  when  he 
asserts  that  prudence  is  to  regulate  the  time  and 
place,  and  to  fix  the  limits  to  which  they  are  to 
be  confined.  The  holy  prelate  likewise  admits  of 
other  amusements;  and  these,  says  he,  are  the  re- 
laxations in  which  gain  becomes  the  recompence 
of  skill  either  in  body  or  mind,  such  as  tennia, 
ball  and  chess:  he  says  of  these  relaxations,  that 
they  are  good  and  lawful,  provided  all  excess  be 
avoided,  either  in  the  time  given  to  them,  or  the 
sum  of  money  which  lies  at  stake.  ''  For,"  says  he, 
'^  if  too  much  time  should  be  allotMMl  to  these  di* 
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versions^  it  is  no  longer  an  amusement^  but  an 
occupation ;  it  becomes  not  a  method  of  allevi- 
ating tbe  body  and  mind^  but  of  deadening  and  of 
overpowering  both.  If  the  stake  should  be  too 
greats  besides  the  danger  of  diminishing  friendship 
among  the  players,  it  is  always  unjust  to  stake  a 
eonsiderable  sum  on  skill  so  unimportant  and  so 
useless^  as  that  which  is  displayed  in  play."  He 
then  exhorts  the  good  Christian  above  all  things^ 
Bot  to  entertain  a  passion  for  sports ;  because 
however  innocent  the  diversion  may  be^  it  is  al- 
ways faulty  to  place  our  affections  on  such  objects. 
*^  I  say  not/'  continues  he,  '^  that  we  are  not  to 
take  pleasure  in  play  while  we  are  engaged  in  it ; 
for  otherwise  it  would  prove  no  relaxation;  but  I 
maintain,  that  we  are  to  conceive  no  passion,  nor 
fix  our  roi^ds  on  it  with  eagerness.'' 

As  to  games  of  hazard,  such  as  those  of  dice 
'  and  cards,  that  is,  games  in  which  the  gain  de* 
pends  on  chance,  St.  Francis  of  Sales  condemns 
them  without  reserve  and  without  restriction. 
"  They  are,"  says  he,  ''  not  only  dangerous,"  but 
of  their  own  nature  bad  and  censurable;  accord- 
ingly they  are  forbidden  both  by  the  Civil  and 
Ecclesiastical  laws."  The  holy  prelate  proves  the 
injustice  of  these  games  by  three  reasons.  The 
first  is,  that  in  these  games  gain  devolves  not  to 
flklll  but  to  chance^  which  often  favours  him  who 
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had  no  grounds  to  expect  success  by  another  way ; 
and  in  this^  reason  and  justice  are  violated. 
"  You  will  object  to  me/*  continues  he,  •'  that 
you  are  agreed  on  that  article."  '^  That  is  suffi- 
cient/' says  he,  "to  shew,  that  he  who  gains, 
does  no  injury  to  others ;  but  it  does  not  follow, 
that  the  agreement  is  just  and  reasonable,  nor  by 
consequence  that  the  game  is  so  ;  for  gain,  which 
ought  to  be  the  price  of  skill,  is  become  thie 
recompence  of  chance,  which  merits  no  reward, 
since  it  depends  not  on  you."  The  second  reason 
assigned  by  the  holy  prelate  is,  that  diversions 
ought  to  afford  amusement,  but  that  games  of 
hazard  are  not  of  this  description,  but  violent 
occupations.  He  describes  on  this  occasion  in 
glovring  colours,  the  studied  eagerness  of  players, 
the  agitation  of  their  spirits,  their  disquietudes, 
tlioir  incessant  earnestness,  their  fears,  their  im- 
petuous sallies,  their  capricious  humours,  the 
great  loss  of  their  time,  their  fury,  their  oaths, 
their  blasphemies,  their  injustices,  the  consequent 
ruin  and  desolation  of  the  best  established  houses, 
their  children  deprived  of  education,  their  servants 
of  care,  the  poor  of  assistance,  the  rnost  legiti- 
mate debts  left  unpaid;  the  most  essential  duties 
unsatisfied,  and  the  most  fatal  disorders  resorted 
to,  in  order  to  supply  resources  for  play,  and  to 
foment  this  dreadful  propensity.  Here  it  may  be 
asked,  if  Christians,    or  even  '  ratiofial  -  creatura 
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can  be  permitted  to  expose  themselves  to  such- 
dreadful  consequences  P  Anil  ought  we  not  to 
conclude^  that  if  games  of  hazard  were  less  unjust 
tbj^n  they  are  proved  to  be^  they  should  even  then 
be  avoided^  from  an  apprehension  of  such  fatal 
€ifiect8  ?  Finally  the  holy  prifelate  asserts^  that  in 
these  games  the  winners  only  rejoice^  and  that 
this  joy  is  unjust^  as  it  exists  only  by  the  loss^  the 
displeasure^  the  rage  and  despair  of  the  oth^r 
party.  To  strengthen  his  sentiment^  he  produces 
the  authority  of  St.  Lewis.  This  great  King 
being  infornted,  that  his  brother^  the  Count  of 
Anjou^  was  playing  at  dice  in  his  apartments, 
rose  instantly  from  his  bed  in  a  sick  and  feeble 
state^  and  repaired  to  the  room  ;  having  reproved 
him  with  considerable  energy,  he  took  the  dice 
and  the  tables,  with  a  part  of  the  money,  and 
threw  them  into  the  sea.  What  would  have 
be^n  the  conduct  of  this  holy  King,  if  he  ha4 
seen  the  excesses  of  the  present  period?  What 
measures  would  his  zeal  have  suggested,  to  arrest 
the  course  of  this  fatal  disorder  ?  Here  we  might 
speak  of  the  sentiments  of  St.  Francis  of  Sales,  on 
the  subject  of  dances  and  balls ;  but  this  question 
has  been  so  often  discussed  by  persons  equally 
distinguished  in  the  Church  by  their  rank  and 
their  learning,  that  any  observations  in  this  place, 
would  only  be  tedious  repetitions  of  what  they  have 
treated  at  greater  length.     Besides  they  ha v&  so 
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completely  justified  bim  on  the  charge  of  relax- 
atioD,  which  has  been  urged  on  these  two  impor- 
tant points  of  Christian  morality^  that  we  might 
weaken  their  arguments  by  presenfiag  them  in  an 
abridged  form.     We  have  therefore  nothibg  far- 
ther to  perform^    than   to   express    our  earnest 
wishes^  that  his  accusers^  instead  of  censuring  and 
combating  his  doctrine^  may  have  the  goodness 
to  obtain    perfect    information    on   the   subject. 
Th^  will  find  his  precepts  perfectly  conformable 
to  the  Gospel,  reasonable,  exact,  founded  on  long 
experience,  and  equally   distinguished  by   piety, 
by  unction  and  by  light. 


THE    END. 


W.  J.  Quartley,  Printer,  SheptootMallet,  Somerset. 
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